MISCELLANY

GCSAA Conference and Show:

Orlando 1999

By Monroe 5. Miller, Blockhawk Country Club

r the 27th consecutive time, [

saddled up and headed to the
annual GCSAA conference and
show. This year’s destination was
the Orange County Civic and
Convention Center in Orlando.
And, like the 26 previous trips
around the country I have been
privileged to make, it was time well
spent. I wouldn't want to start a
golf season having not been in
attendance; there are too many
things a person could miss.

Orlando is a favored site of K
GCSAA members; lots of families |
attend because, relatively speak-
ing, it is safe. That may not be
saying a lot when its competition
includes dreadful places like
Dallas, New Orleans and Atlanta.
Anymore, even the fabled
Anaheim site is one where you
could get mugged pretty easily.

The best way to report on con-
ference, for me at least, is to offer
a report card on some of the
activities. Here goes.

Opening Session: This event was particularly
good, in my view. There are reasons for this judgment:

1. There was, finally, some sensitivity to the notion
that brevity is important. Endless talking does little
for anyone (other than the same old speakers), and
planners at GCSAA seem to have figured this out.
Usually there is an inverse relationship between
length and attendance. The substantial crowd says
it all.

2. Finally, we had some Distinguished Service
Award winners who measured up. I know Dan Jones,
was invited to speak at the UMass Conference by Tony
Caranci a number of years ago, and feel that Palmer
Maples is a past president who is really deserving.
Maples was given the award for accomplishments, not
politics, and I wasn’t the only one who noticed. This
was a group that could stand shoulder to shoulder
with past winners like O.J. Noer, Jim Love, Paul Rieke
and Tuck Tate. Some of the more recent DSA winners
diminished the value of the honor.

3. Barbara Bush was just great as a keynote speak-

Orlando rolled out the welcome mat for golf course
superintendents.

er. It was enough to make a per-
son pine for the days when the
Bush family was in the White
House, when principle and
morality, honesty and integrity
and decency reigned. Her won-
derful message only emphasized
how pathetic the current resi-
dents of 1600 Pennsylvania
Avenue in Washington, D.C. are.

Mrs. Bush was an excellent
* choice for a group like ours. Golf
has been a part of her family for
a long time, and her stories
about the game were right on
the mark.

And how neat - she and
George Bush were house guests
of Arnie and Winnie Palmer at
the Bay Hill Club! Bay Hill is
probably only 10 minutes from
the convention center. Here is a
coincidence: That morning, at
about 8:00 a.m., I buzzed over to
Bay Hill. I wanted to get a shirt
and see if, per chance, Arnie was
around and if he would auto-
graph a book for me (it has happened before!). I over-
heard a player ask the golf pro if Arnie had teed off
yet. The pro replied, “he and George teed off at 6:30
this morning.” It was only when Mrs. Bush told us they
were staying at the Palmers that it dawned on me that
“George” was George Bush! How I wish I would have
waited at the turn!

On the other hand, the video presentations offered
absolutely no new or important or interesting infor-
mation. In addition, they were of such poor quality -
too dark - that it was difficult to see anything on the
screen. Shorten them up or lose them entirely.

[ still object to the oversized area of privileged seat-
ing - the prime seating. I couldn’t get any good photos.
I can see a few seats being set aside, but not the num-
ber that now are. It aggravates people.

[ really wish some planning had taken place to allow
Mrs. Bush time to give autographs or sign books. It
would have been really special.

Career Development Session: Terrific! Larry Helm
was invigorating and witty and pounded out good
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The entrance to the show floor doesn't give a clue to the enormity of the equipment and

products display.

advice and humor for two solid hours. Too bad the
room was too small. Why is the concept of adequate
seating so difficult to grasp. The convention center is
cavernous: | refuse to believe better accommodations
couldn’t be made.

[ attended the strategies breakout session present-
ed by the 50+ years of age speakers. What a superb
job, maybe even more relevant for the younger mem-
bers. Oscar Miles and Peter Salinetti were outstand-
ing. Too bad, again, the room was too small. Joe
O'Brien came to the rescue, halted the proceedings,
and moved the whole operation to a room across the
hall the 10X capacity. Then all we had to worry about
was getting close enough to see and hear!

Merchandise Store: Several orders smaller than
last year’s; so - so prices for a group that is buying
such items in our golf shops for cost. But the selection
was pretty good and the quality was definitely pro
shop. If you needed GCSAA logo wear, this was worth
a stop.

Book Store: Some good bargains; good selection;
book signings that featured Geoff Cornish and Bob
Graves could only be rewarding. [ hope GCSAA keeps
this feature each year.

Research Session: There were two aspects to this
full morning session that made it excellent:

1. It featured good scientists who clearly were well
prepared, not only with their own research but that
going on nationally in their area of expertise.

2. Each had 30 minutes to talk; in past years
GCSAA planners frustrated many of us, including pre-
senters, when the time allotment for each one was

THE GRASS ROOTS MARCH/APRIL 1999

Bayer Turfgrass Scholarship
1998-99 Recipients

Matthew R. Boyce
Mark Daniels
Mieke Damaske
Trygve Ekern
Jeremy B. Fail
Adam Haberkorn
Elif! Helvie
Eric Hogan
Kris Kvelland

Penn State University
Ohin State University
Cornell Universily
Universily of Wisconsin-Madison
Lovisiana Siale Universily
Michigan Stale University
Purdue University
University of Missouri
University of Illinols
Champaign Urbana
Lowisiana State University
Penn Stale Universily
Rulgers University
Cornell University
Universily of Rhode Istand

Bayer &=

Thomas Marks
Ryan Vogler

Eric Watkins

Dave Weston
Julfrey M. Urouharl

Trygve Ekern was winner of a Bayer Turfgrass
Schlolarship. John Turner initiated the schol-
arship for Bayer.
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Unique preducts are everywhere, like this clipping spreader mount-
ed on the back of a triplex greensmower.
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The Wisconsin Hospitality Room welcomes WGCSA members,
Milorganite staff, and friends.

»

A &
Sy

j‘ﬁ:,‘
e
N ]

This Toro walking greensmower is part of the GCSAA historical col-
lection. Sadly for the editor, it is what | learned to mow with in the
1960's!

Dr. John Stier holding court with some of the Wisconsin turfgrass
management students attending the GCSAA Conference in Orlando.

only 15 or 20 minutes. We are getting somewhere.
Next year - 40 minutes?

0.J. Noer Research Foundation: The 40th
anniversary of the Foundation was celebrated. I was
honored to attend. The Foundation corpus is now over
$500,000; O.J. would have been pleased. It is a good
time to remember that the first Foundation grant was
5 : to Dr. James R. Love at the UW - Madison. He used it
Chad Grimm was officially welcomed to New Orleans, site of the  for a classic piece of work: Visual Symptoms of Major
2000 Conference, by this member from LAl and Secondary Nutrient Deficiency in Turfgrass. It

was 0.J. who wanted the first funding to go to his alma
mater and to Jim. It seems like vesterday.
Trade Show: The venue in the OCCC is probably
the best of all we visit across the country. I found the
Tony Grasso received  show, as | usually do, very exciting. It is the only place
“ ”?;“:;““ﬂw‘“m“" in the world to see first hand the options for supplies
anrivesory of the and eqmpme‘nt we have for our golf courses. I'd hate
0.J. Noer Foundation. 1O ever miss it.

Innovative Superintendent Sessions: Major
screw ups on the first day - slide projectors (visual
equipment) didn’t work, nor did the microphone
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Legacy Golf

Control water, labor and energy costs

with a Legacy irrigation system.

Century is your local distributor with
a complete line of
rotors, valves and
controllers.

LEGACY"

GoLy feRiGaTiON

Sprinklers « Valves * Controllers « Fountains * Pump Stations * Controller Service Repair

G olf course superintendents like yourself are making help solve any irrigation or drainage problems. They can also
plans to get their courses in top shape for the new season. show you what's new in clubhouse landscape lighting,
And irrigation is at the top of their lists. Century golf professionals water features and more. Call today for a FREE catalog and on-site
can show you how to maintain a highly-playable course, and can  consultation: §00-347-4272.

Controller Board Repairs SyncroFlo Pumps Aqua Master Fountains

Call Century when you need controller An efficient pump station can solve many Improve water quality with an aerating

board repairs for Rain Bird and Toro golf irrigation problems. Century now offers the fountain. Century can also show you how
controllers, ; ; SyncroFlo Eagle 1o create water

features from
existing streams

Series, the premier

Replacement
system for golf

boards can be

shipped within courses. or ponds.
24 hours. Call a .
888-855-9132, O AT
SyncroFlo, Inc. @______
[CENTURY RAIN AiD]
- Now Serving These Major Markets: Alabama, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, lllinois, Indiana, Kentucky,
www.rainaid.com Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia,
800-347-4272 Wisconsin and Ontario, Canada.

CENTURY GOLF PROFESSIONALS % WISCONSIN >JOHN MARKESTAD = 608-742-0377 > MIKE PATTON = 630-515-8555
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(audio). Inconceivable, it seems to me. Coupled with
the 30 minute delay and some average presentations,
it was kind of a bust. The good news is that the second
day was excellent.

Banquet and Show: Finally, we had the chance to
pass on awards and adulation and a lot of business
irrelevant and uninteresting to most. Instead, those of
us who want to have a nice dinner and some enter-
tainment sans the above mentioned can now do it.
Past administrations had pushed this event to its
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T NEVER THOUGHT T WOULD SAY

IT PUTTER, BUT T woulD

REALLY LIKE ¢ Mope wWeeks
OF SNow ¢ FRoST:

unreasonable limit - 5:30 to 11:30. You saw the result
this year - small crowds at all events. People have
been grossed out the last couple of years, and a lot of
the couples we used to sit with at the banquet refuse
to go ever again. This splitting of events was a step,
albeit a baby step, in the right direction.

All is not well with the banquet and show, however.
I wonder if any GCSAA staff person or elected politi-
cian gave a thought to how people would feel when
they got in line in the convention center a little after
6:00 a.m. to exchange vouchers for banquet table
assignment to find that 62 - SIXTY-TWO - tables were
reserved? That is 620 people - the elite, I guess - who
didn’t have to be troubled or hassled early in the
morning to get premier seats. It is arrogant, mean and
obnoxious. And it takes enormous gall to pull such a
stunt. Are those seated in the best seats better than
the rest of us? So, as one gal I was seated next to in
the back of the room said, “To hell with it next year
and forever.”

This selfish policy has to be changed or the atten-
dance will be even lower than it was this year. The
only Wisconsin golf course superintendents I noticed
there were Mike Handrich and myself. And if it does-
n't change, you can count me out next year.

USGA Green Section Conference: This organiza-
tion does such a super job for us. The information pre-
sented at the meeting was all useful and covered the
full range of problems we have. [ loved having Dr. Noel
Jackson lecture on organics, and [ applauded long and
loud when he was honored with the Green Section
Award. Hurrah for Snow, Vavrek, Zontek and the rest
of the staff. They are always a class act.

American Society of Golf Course Architects: 1
was really proud of Bob Lohmann, president of the
ASGCA. He is a Wisconsin born, raised and educated
guy, a UW - Madison grad, and designer of a lot of golf
course features in Wisconsin.

The program was outstanding; it was educational
and even entertaining. From permitting (you should
have seen Ed Seay’s 38’ long list of required permits)
to pricing, we got a full range of opinions. [ was fortu-
nate to be able to attend.

Other than mistakes and poor planning at some
turns at conference, there was more concern than
usual about hotels and rooms. Some people moved
because of dirty rooms. And usually they moved to
better hotels with better rooms and a much better
price. I will never get that one figured out.

The final judgment has to be based on whether or
not each of us learned enough and saw enough and
networked enough to make the trip worth its cost. For
me, again, this was money well spent. I will be there
next year, even if it is in New Orleans. 37
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FQPA: What Is This and How

ENTOMOLOGY REPORT

i N Does It Effect Me?

By Dr. R. Chris Williamson, Turfgrass and Ornamental Entomologist, Department of Entomology, University of Wisconsin—Madison

v now, you should have at least heard the term FQPA

(Food Quality Protection Act) and all the terminolo-
gy associated with it; if not, you need to become familiar
promptly. The FQPA is a law that amended the Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and
the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA) in
1996. This new law calls for substantial revisions to the
pesticide law, and it will effect the regulation currently
registered pesticides and the registration and regulation
of new pesticides.

Before 1996, the process in which pesticide manu-
facturers had a product registered for a specific pest
(e.g., white grubs in turf) was amenable. This process
involved the collection of data that provided both the

risks and benefits of a compound for a specific target
pest. If the benefits outweighed the risks, the com-
pound was eligible for and was often registered.
However, this process was abruptly changed in 1996
with the enactment of the FQPA. As a result, current-
ly registered pesticides must be re-evaluated or
assessed before they can be re-registered. In addition,
new pesticides must undergo much more scrutiny
before they are considered for registration.

There is a potential problem that the FQPA pre-
sents; it considers the sum total of risk associated
with a specific compound, and combines all its poten-
tial uses. Risk is assessed two ways: aggregate or
cumulative.

Construction Services to the Golf Industry

bruce
- company

of Wisconsin, Ine.

Many Trucks ]
Equipped with g
High Floatation §
Tires to
Minimize
Damage to your
Golf Course

Water Control Structures ¢
Pond Cleaning *

New Ponds »

Pond Lining

Cart Paths

CALL US TODAY!!
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Lee Bruce (608) 836-704 ' Dave Weber

Established 1953

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, ldeas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do
the job Right the First time.

* New Construction
* Remodelling
« Irrigation
* Drainage
* Feature Shaping
» Trap Sand Replacement

s Specialized
W Equipment
' suited to
= Cleaning your
existing Golf

Course
Water
Features.
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1) Aggregate risk assessment- All potential uses for
a particular compound are combined.

2) Cumulative risk assessment- Any risks associated
with a compound, and any compound with a sim-
ilar mode of action, must be combined to assess
its risk. For example, when assessing trichlorfon
(Proxol or Dylox), risks associated with other
compounds that have the same mode of action
are factored in the process of measuring cumula-
tive risk. As for trichlorfon, the risks associated
with all organophosphates such as chlorpyrifos
and diazinon would be included in the risk
assessment of trichlorfon.

This assessment or evaluation process has the poten-
tial to impact numerous products since certain active
ingredients may have multiple applications. One active
ingredient may be formulated for turf and ornamental,
agricultural, structural, greenhouse, aquatic, and veg-
etable uses. Consequently, because the FQPA considers
the sum total of risk associated with an individual com-
pound and combines all its potential uses, several prod-
ucts may be considered high-risk compounds. Thus,
chemical manufacturers may be forced to re-prioritize
their registration strategies of certain compounds to
maintain or continue product availability.

In compliance with the FQPA, once the type of risk
is defined, the level or amount of risk that is allowed
must also be decided. This arbitrary level was created
by the EPA (United States Environmental Protection
Agency). It is known as the “risk cup.” The risk cup is
defined as the total amount of allowable risk, for each
chemical or class of chemicals.

The EPA determines the risk cup of a specific com-
pound by assessing the potential risk of that com-
pound, and all chemicals with similar modes of action.
Once identified, the total risk is assessed, and if the
risk “overflows the risk cup” or is above a predeter-
mined level, then the EPA deems action necessary.
There are three approaches to reducing risk cup levels:

1) Eliminate uses- Manufacturers may elect to
remove it turf and ornamental use registration in
order to continue structural (indoor) uses of the
same active ingredient.

2) Risk mitigation- Manufacturers may mandate
unreasonable precautions to reduce risk associat-
ed with the use of a product.

3) No new uses- Manufacturers limit their labeling
to specific areas, thus preventing the risk cup
from increasing.

Because many active ingredients are used across
multiple systems, and this can readily impact potential
risk of a compound, thus manufacturers must decide
whether they want to support a specific compound or
product(s). As you may expect, economics plays an
important role in this decision making process.

REPORT

Manufacturers consider the cost-effectiveness of sup-
porting the use of an active ingredient in a small mar-
ket such as turf and ornamentals versus its continued
use in a larger market like agricultural field crops.

An important issue that all pesticide user groups are
facing is the execution of the FQPA, and the approach
the EPA is taking. It is understood that the agency is
receiving pressure to make relatively “fast” decisions
to meet certain deadlines. Consequently, there is great
and justifiable concern across multiple disciplines that
such decisions will be made without considering any
reliable, hard, and scientifically based data. Otherwise,
it is understood that the EPA will use worst-case sce-
narios to conduct risk assessments of compounds.
Such an approach would be inappropriate and unreal-
istic as to what risks actually exist.

The green industry (golf course superintendents,
lawn care managers, sod farm growers, athletic field
managers, park managers, nurseries, landscape con-
tractors, christmas tree growers, arborists, etc.) must
demand that hard, scientific data are obtained and
used by the EPA as part of its assessment process. ¥

GOLF
CREATIONS

Golf Course Construction,

Renovation and Restoration

Daniel Grassi

18250 Beck Road Marengo, IL 60152
Phone (815) 923-1868 Fax (815) 923-3662
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Nobody knows turf like the folks ~ Choose from % " And ask about our custom
at Olds Seed Company. Whether our wide selection mixture programs formulat-
it's a tee box or fairway, rough of proven bentgrass ed for your site and budget.

or green, the experts at Olds eval-  performers, such as: You'll never come up short at
uate your specific situation, * Providence Olds. We contract with numerous
make recommendations, and * Penncross resea.rch and production firms so
deliver exactly what you need * Pennlinks we have access to the best varieties
to make your turf look its * Penneagle available: Give us a call today
finest. (Which makes you look « Putter and we'll help you improve your
pretty fine, too.) * Dominant 5

turf score.

PO. Box 7790 » 2901 Packers Ave.
Madison, W1 53707-7790

800-356-7333
608-249-9291

Seed you can count on

Plus a whole lot more

Mulches Low Maintenance Erosion Control/Blankets Wihiﬂowers/GTasses

Establisher Care-free Fine Fescue Futerra For reclamation areas
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Heavy Play, Weeds, Moss, and
Dead Poa - What Next?

=

By Bob Vavrek, Agronomist, USGA Green Section, North-Central Region

Mainl.;-limng consistent playing
conditions throughout the 1998
season was definitely a challenge for
many superintendents across the
Region. The year began quietly when

warm weather arrived ahead of

schedule and provided some enjoy-
able early season rounds for golfers.
There was surprisingly little win-
terkill to repair and many courses
were green and playable by early
May. April and May cart revenue was
up at many private clubs and the
daily fee courses were treated to a
considerable amount of springtime
cash flow. Life was good - or was it?

Unfortunately, the floodgates that
hold back golfers in spring were
opened before many superinten-
dents had a chance to properly clean
up and prepare the course for play.
The full complement of seasonal
help was still weeks away and there
was little time for training the new
employees as they trickled into the
maintenance facility. That is, if any
summer help arrived at all, because
the pool of seasonal help had all but
dried up in most locations where
unemployment rates were extreme-
ly low. A number of courses were
short a few temporary employees all

summer due to the dwindling pool of
seasonal help.

Although turf had greened up on
many courses, it was not yvet grow-
ing vigorously and the playing sur-
faces were not able to rapidly recov-
er from concentrated cart/foot traf-
fic. Consequently, a bumper crop of
clover, dandelions, chickweed, and
other weeds became well estab-
lished on the course before summer.
Weed control was discussed on
nearly every Turf Advisory Service
(TAS) visit last summer. The most
weed-free courses were those that
made an extra effort to eliminate

ProGreen PIus%c 5

A WISCONSIN COMPANY /

B’.UEGMSSES Chateau, Merit, Viva, more...

Have Your Grass Seed Needs Govered

PM’H’E GMSSES Low & Tall Growing Mixes,

ﬂ YEGHASSES Stallion Select, Stallion Supreme, Annual, more...

FESGUES Flying Creeping, Camaro Chewings, more...
BENTGRASSES Fenn pais, A & G Series, Providence, more...
POA SUP’”A Tee Box Mix, Fairway Mix, Ultra Shade, more. ..
WI’.BFLUWER Bloomers Mixes, Premium Mixes, more...

10 Laun

RESEARCH, INC.

Individual Varieties, more...

CUSTOM MIXES 500 ib. Minimum - Call For Quote

cALL.JORDAN SENSIBAR

GOLF COURSE SALES MANAGER

cAR.414750-7551 o racer. 414 318-4280
rou rRe€.. |-888-PRO-GREEN
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11020 Buntrock Ave.

16680 W. Cleveland Ave.
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SUPERIOR PRODUCTION. The Silent Storm Variable
WCULLLUTES W Frequency Drive pump station combines efficiency
. and simplicity to save you up to 50% on your power

bills and countless hours in maintenance to your
pump station and entire irrigation system.

INDUSTRY LEADERSHIP. FLOWTRONEX PS| is the
- LEF®  world's largest pump station manufacturer, with more
installations than all of our competitors combined.
ORLDWIDE SERVICE. Using the revolutionary FlowNet

it service network, FLOWTRONEX PSl is able to provide
24-hour support and fast on-site service when you need it.

® Variable Frequency Drive or Conventional @ Vertical Turbine or Horizontal Centrifugal @ Prefabricated or Retrofit

ST ] Mike Green
Pumping Systems Ph: 41 4-427-1 399
6979 Woodland Ct.
Muskego, WI 53150




