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precipitation was 24.5 inches,
which is exactly the same as the
30- year norm.

Stranger still, despite ample
moisture around the parts I work,
digger reports were of dry soil
conditions in early winter to sur-
prising depths.

Details and summaries of our
1998 weather, as recorded by the
Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics
Service, are presented here for
posterity.

•
As every course superintendent

knows, potassium is an essential
element in plant growth. Potassium
and nitrogen are the elements a
solid fertility program on most
Wisconsin golf course soils is built
around.

Two UW - Madison researchers
have now shown that plants can
create an electric potential of
almost a quarter of a volt across a
cell membrane. That differential
allows root cells to draw the posi-
tively charged potassium ions from
soil solution into the negatively
charged cells. The K+ cations move
through special membrane proteins
called potassium channels.

The research by Dr. Mike
Sussman of the CALS Horticulture
Department and Dr. Edgar
Spalding of the Botany Department
and their grad researchers Rebecca

and another UW - Madison molecu-
SNOW DEPTH lar biologist were granted $1.8 mil-

u~ d IDecember 18,1998 lion over three years to help eve-
op a system to rapidly identify the
function of genes specific to plants.
The grant was one of 20 awarded

fl by the National Science Foundation
in the first year of their plant
genome initiative.

There are so many exciting
things going on at your land grant
university, projects that will direct-
ly benefit those of us in the field.
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Hirsch and Bryan Lewis was report-
ed in SCIENCE magazine.

The electrical gradient they mea-
sured is several times greater than
the one in animal and human
nerves, which have been extensive-
ly studied. It is sufficient enough to
allow plants to take up and concen-
trate potassium from soils that have
relatively small amounts of it.

Dr. Sussman has been busy. He

REGULATORY SERVICES

DISEASE DIAGNOSIS

•
Americans had the chance to

witness history right before
Christmas when the House of
Representatives voted to Impeach
W.J. Clinton. Normal people would
have been so ashamed and embar-
rassed that they would have hid-
den under a rock or in some way
stayed out of sight. Not Willie. He
held a pep rally on the White House
lawn right after the vote; "incredi-
ble" doesn't begin to express the
man's gall.

FINANCING

SOIL & TISSUE TESTING

NATURAL ATHLETIC TURF INC.
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION & IMPROVEMENTS

Specializing in Greens - Te~s - Bun~ers - Fairway
Construction - Feature Shapmg - Dramage Systems

By Contract or "T & M" basis. Also Astroturf Top Dressing drag mats
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Now the Senate decides if he
stays or goes, another rare event
that will make history. Whatever his
fate, he did it to himself, a fact he
still refuses to recognize. One thing
is for certain - the country will han-
dle the process just fine.

The most troubling thing for me
was Clinton's decision to blast Iraq

the day previous to the impeach-
ment vote. As a general rule, peo-
ple don't believe a liar. And lots of
Americans didn't believe the tim-
ing was a coincidence. There could
be no clearer example of a reason
why he should resign. Not that AI
would be any better; he would not
be. Resignation simply would be

AMAZONE Groundskeeper
ELIMINATE
PLUGGING as
you collect
leaves, pine
needles, limbs,
twigs, wet
grass and other
debris. The
AMAZONE
Groundskeeper
is ideal for golf
courses, parks,
commercial landscaping and athletic fields as it mows, cleans and rolls in
one pass. This new machine works exceptionally well in wet conditions.
AERATE and SCARIFY with optional blades to eliminate moss and thatch.

No tools required to change blades!

JOHNSON & ASSOCIATES
P.o. Box 196 Wautoma, WI 54982

PH: (920) 293-8247 PH/FAX: (920) 293-5131

Gre~ns Spiker/Seeder
SAVES TIME
& MONEYl
Tapered
spikes push
seeds tightly
into the top
rim of the
quarter-inch
hole. The
surface
blades
of grass then
immediately
reclose to

approximately eighth-inch holes, incorporating seed at optimum depth for
improved germination and better seed bed establishment. Percolates and
loosens soil to allow moisture and nutrients into the turf, and is less
disruptive to the putting surface.

AERATE and OVERSEEDS in one pass. Do 18 greens in under 3 hours!
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best for the country. But Clinton
will never put the country before
himself.

As a result of this lousy experi-
ence with Bill Clinton and his
excesses, I will nominate Cokie
Roberts and Elizabeth Dole as our
next president and vice president.
We are ready for some smart, com-
petent and trustworthy women as
our leaders.

•
The 14th Reinders Turf

Conference, Equipment Show and
Service Clinic is set for March 10 and
11, 1999. This conference will be
bigger and better than ever before.

Exhibit space will be expanded
(no, they are not moving out of the
Waukesha Expo Center and, no, the
Expo Center has not been expand-
ed. You will have to attend to see
how they have handled the expan-
sionl). At this time, the speaker list
is not finalized, but an impressive
list of speakers has committed so
far, including Dr. Joe Vargas who
will be making his 14th appearance
at Reinders Conference.

Mark you calendar for this tradi-
tional and exciting event.

•
The Wander Springs Golf Course

team from Greenleaf competed in
the annual John Deere
Championship Golf Tournament in
Scottsdale, Arizona. Normally the
warm weather in the southwest
would feel good in mid-November,
but the team left some pretty nice
weather in Wisconsin. Clearly, their
participation was a sacrifice!

Thirty-two teams from around
the US and Canada played for the
top spot. Our team, led by golf
course superintendent and WGCSA
member Mark Gorzlanzyk, aquitted
themselves well and, presumably,
enjoyed the experience.
Congratulations.

•
Jordon Sensibar has reported a

$515 donation to the O.J. Noer
Turfgrass Research and Education
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Wander Springs Golf Course,Greenleaf, WI
Pictured from left to right: Mark Gorzlanzyk, Golf CourseSuperintendent; Mike Cisler,Golf
Professional; Tom Thiesen, Club Manager; Robert Brandt, Club President; Scott Allsup,
Distributor Reprosentative

Facility. The gift came from a
donation ProGreen Plus made for
each case of Rubigan fungicide
sold in 1998. They hope to sponsor
a similar program next year.

Thanks from ProGreen Plus to
the following participants:
Cedar Springs Golf Course, Deer
Run Golf Course, Evansville Golf
Club, Fox Valley Golf Club, H & H
Fairway Enterprises, Heritage
Reserve Development, Kujawa
Enterprises, Inc., Lawn Doctor of
New Berlin, Mequon Country

Club, Missing Links Golf Course,
Rainbow Springs Golf Club, and
Winagamie Golf Club.

•
We are near the time when

departure for the GCSAA confer-
ence begins. Orlando is a good
conference site, and everybody I
have talked to is anxious to go.
Include me in the excitement.

Travel safely, learn a lot and
start thinking about opening day.
It will be here too soon.-¥

FOR SALE
IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT

Rainbird Heads: 51 Band 81 B
Toro Heads: 652, 670, and 690.
Weathermatic SC 10 Controllers
Berkley 50 H.P. Centrifugal Pump

All equipment is in good condition. Sold "As Is".

Contact: Randy Witt
Oneida Golf and Riding Club
207 C.C. Road
Green Bay, WI 54307
920-498-6503
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Mulches
Establisher

Low Maintenance
Care-free Fine Fescue

Erosion ControlJBlankets
Futerra

Wildflowers/Grasses
For reclamation areas

TURF PROS

Nobody knows turf like the folks
at Olds Seed Company. Whether
it's a tee box or fairway, rough
or green, the experts at Olds eval-
uate your specific situation,
make recommendations, and
deliver exactly what you need
to make your turf look its
finest. (Which makes you look
pretty fine, too.)

Choose from
our wide selection
of proven bentgrass
performers, such as:
• Providence
• Penncross
• Pennlinks
• Penneagle
• Putter
• Dominant

And ask about our custom
mixture programs formulat-

ed for your site and budget.
You'll never come up short at
Olds. We contract with numerous
research and production firms so
we have access to the best varieties
available. Give us a call today
and we'll help you improve your
turf score.

PO. Box 7790· 2901 Packers Ave.
Madison, WI 53707-7790

800-356-7333
608-249-9291

Seed you can count on
Plus a whole lot more
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Golf Course Friendships Keep
Him From Retiring Too Early
By Lori Ward Bocher

People are always asking 77-year-old Vince Johnson
when he's going to retire from selling turf equip-

ment. Well, he tried retirement for four months, way
back in 1982 when he was a young man of
60 years. "And for four months it was dri-
ving me nuts," he recalls. So Vince has no
plans of retiring from a job and customers
that he dearly loves.

"As long as I'm physically and mentally
capable, I'm going to continue to do what I
do, and I love doing it with the people I'm
doing it with. There's no greater bunch of
people than the people in the golf course
industry," he says. "Myonly regret is, as one
person, it's awfully hard to get around and
see everyone that I'd really like to see.

"I could do other things. But I really enjoy this so
much. It keeps me busy. I need challenges. I guess
that's just the way I'm built. I thrive on challenges,"
Vince adds.

Vince runs his own turf equipment distribution com-
pany, now known as Johnson Turf Equipment (former-
ly Johnson and Associates). In August, he hired Mike
Limoni as a sales rep; Mike works out of Green Bay.
Together, they cover all of Wisconsin and the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan. How he got to the point of start-
ing his own distribution company at the age of 68 goes
way back to the beginning and follows an uphill, down-
hill, curving journey.
Father a landscaper ...

Born in 1922 in Zion, Ill., much of Vince's childhood
overlapped the Great Depression. "Myfather was in the
tree and landscape service," he recalls. "When I was a
small boy he used to take me up to a nursery in
Wisconsin and I would go around with him when he was
selecting plant material. He did a lot of landscape work
on the north shore of the Chicago area. When I was
about 15 years old I began to climb trees - trimming
them - for my father.

"I did that until October of 1942 when I went into the
Navy during World War II,"Vince continues. He became
an air traffic controller and spent the remainder of the
war years in Alaska - most of them on the island of
Attu, one of the last islands in the Aleutian chain. "We
were only 60 miles from Kamchatka, Russia. We ran
nuisance bombing raids over the Kuril Islands in the
northern part of Japan.

"It was kind of boring," Vince says with a laugh. "We
only had about 12 days of sunshine in two years. It was-
n't cold, but we had a lot of snow and a lot of fog. The fog

would just roll in - I'd never seen fog like that
in my entire life. Itwas so heavy because the
Japanese Current ran through there."

After the war, he wanted to go to college.
"But the colleges were full. I got married in
1947, and then we had kids. I couldn't go to
school then," Vince explains. Instead, he
worked for the Civil Aeronautics
Administration, the forerunner of today's
FAA. However, his assignment in
Evansville, Ind., wasn't challenging enough
for him. Plus, he knew he'd have to move

around a lot if he wanted to advance within the CAA. So
he left the air traffic control business.
Back to landscaping ...

"I came back to Illinois and worked into the business
with my father," he explains. "I've always been an out-
door person. Getting back to landscaping and working
outdoors was really my cup of tea."

In 1955, he had an opportunity to work for a large
nursery - Eugene A. de St. Aubin Nursery in Addison,
Ill. "I was their landscape designer for seven years,"
Vince points out. "We did a lot of commercial work in
the Chicago area. After seven years, the owners decid-
ed that they didn't want to be in the retail business any-
more, they just wanted to sell wholesale. So they

THOMAS J. EMMERICH
CERTIFIED IRRIGATION DESIGNER

*GOLF COURSE

*COMMERCIAL

*RESIDENTIAL
*MASTER PLANNING

*SVSTEM EVALUATIONS

TOTAL PACKAGE DESIGN SERVICES

T.J. EMMERICH ASSOCIATES, INC.
IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS

30556 BETTE ANN DRIVE

HARTLAND, WISCONSIN 53029

414-966-1051
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UALITY Is ON COURS r

No one can accuse John Deere of standing still. Since
1995,we've added ten quality machines to our line.
Another strong statement about our commitment to
your business.

Effective and environmentally friendly, the RZI 700
lets you inject liquids directly to the root zone, elimi-
nating drift and minimizing surface toxicity.The RZI
700 delivers treatments up to six inches through 16
single- or multi-orifice nozzles. The 5,00o-psi sys-
tem ensures injections penetrate even hard-
packed soiL

The Aercore 800 delivers the same advantages
found in the Aercore 1000 and 1500. Powered by an
18-hpengine, the 800 covers a lot of ground at a coring
swath of 31.5-inches. Four gears allow you to match
productivity and speed.

Add superior parts support plus our existing line
of quality mowers, tractors, aerators, and utility vehi-

cles, and you'll see why John Deere is the fastest
growing golf and turf equipment name in the

world. Talk with us soon for a firsthand look.
www.deere.com

NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE"

J. /if. TURF INC.
Hampshire, /I
847/683-4653

21600/if. Capitol Or.
Pewaukee, WI53072
414/181-9050

Official
Golf Course
Equipment
Supplier
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turned the retail part of the business over to me and I
went into the landscape construction business for
myself in 1961."

His business was known as Johnson Landscape
Company. "Myformer boss had a lot of connections with
golf courses where they wanted to landscape their club
houses, tennis courts, swimming pools, tee boxes -
things like that," Vince recalls. "They would call me in to
design the areas, myoId boss would sell the plant mate-
rials, and then the superintendent would do the planting.
I did a number of courses in the Chicago area that way."
National award ...

But he's most proud of the construction work he did
at an old railroad station and right-of-way in LaGrange,
Ill. For this joint venture, he and the designer, golf
course architect Lawrence J. Packard, received a
national award from the American Association of
Nurserymen in 1967. "It was the highlight of my life,"
Vince recalls. "We flew to Washington to receive the
award. Lady Bird Johnson was at the ceremony
because of her beautification program for America."

Now that he was in business for himself, Vince decid-
ed to get some schooling in business by attending a

Site

two-year community college. He also joined the volun-
teer fire department since his company office in Villa
Park, Ill., was close to a fire house. He remained with
the department for the next 22 years.

When the oil embargo hit in 1972, the bottom
dropped out of the landscape construction business. "It
was just like everything froze up. It was unbelievable,"
Vince says. "I had a grounds maintenance company as
part of my landscaping business, so I kept that but got
rid of my heavy equipment and everything else.

"In 1975 the fire department had an opportunity to
grandfather certain of us volunteers into the depart-
ment full time," he continues. "The fire department was
my second love, and I could work on a 24/48 shift (24
hours on, 48 hours off), so I was able to keep my
grounds maintenance company and be on the fire
department where I served as a paramedic for the next
seven years."

As someone who has always liked challenges and
the opportunity to learn, in 1979 and 1980 Vince
returned to school, Southern Illinois University,
where he received a bachelor's degree in business
administration.

aintenance
Our site maintenance division can offer

various services to meet all your site maintenance needs:
o Athletic Field Maintenance Programs

o Athletic Field Recommendations

o Golf Course Turf Evaluation

o Turf Evaluation

o Site Planning

o Site Evaluation FOR AD,DITIONAL INF:ORMATIO,N CONTACT:
RICH RIGG;S~SIT'E MAIN:TENANCE CON,SULTANT'

Stevens Point, Wisconsin
info@rettler.com

(715) 341-2663
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Ever notice how more fans always followone foursome?

~DHST
DISTRIBUTING, INC.
444 N. MADISON ST. CHILTON, WI

(800) 279-2341

Some pairings just naturally draw more attention than others. Maybe
that's why the buzz around the world is about the new Textron Turf Care
And Specialty Products team. Cushman, Jacobsen, Ransomes and Ryan-
four great names, each built upon legendary performance, together as
one foursome. The unbeatable team.

Easy to do business with. First in innovation. Dependable Quality. And,
the experience and know-how to get the job done. It's good for the
industry. It's good for the game. It's even better for you.

To make the most of your turf maintenance investment, follow the leader.
Call 1-800-279-2341. It's where the action is.

llJAF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

ACORP-0898 © Textron Turf Care And Specialty Products 1998.

CUSHMAN ~ACOBSEN RANSOMES RYAN
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Move to Wisconsin ...
Sadly,Vince's wife, Delores, died in 1980. He married

Alice in 1982, and they decided to move to her home
state of Wisconsin. "I had spent a lot of time up here
before, and I liked it," Vince recalls. So they moved to
Neshkoro in northeastern Marquette County. Vince was
60 years old at the time.

"What I was going to do was retire," he says with a
big laugh. "I did for four months. And for four months
it was driving me nuts." He tried a number of different
things, but none of them seemed quite right until he
connected with Star City Fabrication out of Minnesota
that made the Mars Sweeper for golf courses. "I
became a national sales rep for this company, setting
up distributors throughout the country, calling on
salesmen with the distributors," Vince explains. "That's
when I started to have regular contact with golf cours-
es, in the early 1980's."

But in 1989, the company closed its doors without
notice. "I decided in 1990 that nobody was going to
close their doors on me anymore," Vince declares.
"That's when I started up my own business as Johnson
and Associates." He was 68 years old at the time.

Starts his own company ...
"I didn't want to sell mowers. There are plenty of

mowers out there," Vince explains. "I decided that I
wanted to sell equipment that was unique, that would
be interesting to golf course superintendents because
they'd be labor saving and efficient. And that's been my
philosophy ever since."

His product line has varied somewhat over the years,
and he thanks the golf course superintendents who
have called him with ideas for equipment that he could
carry. "If it weren't for them, I wouldn't be selling some
of this equipment," he adds.

"Just three years ago, I was at the OJ Noer Research
Facility," Vince explains. "They had come up with this
piece of equipment to simulate golf shoe spikes in the
turf. I looked at it and said, 'Hey, I think something can
be done with this.' Wayne Otto came over at about the
same time and I told him I was going to look into the
possibilities.

"And I did," he continues. "I spent a couple of
months on and off talking with Wayne about what we
could do with this piece of equipment. I went to a man-
ufacturer and asked them if they'd be interested in

Construction Services to the Golf Industry
Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do
the job Right the First time.

Many Trucks,
Equipped with

High Floatation
Tires to

Minimize
Damage to your

Golf Course

Water Control Structures·
Pond Cleaning •

New Ponds·
Pond Lining •

ICart Paths •
CALL US TODAY!!~----------

• New Construction
• Remodelling
• Irrigation
• Drainage
• Feature Shaping
• Trap Sand Replacement

Specialized
Equipment
suited to
Cleaning your
existing Golf
Course
Water
Features.

Lee Bruce (608) 836-7041 Dave Weber
Established 1953
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We 'veTheWorld
ToWork d Pia)'.
You may know Club Car as the most prestigious name on the golf course.

But our Carryall Utility Vehicles are powerful enough to take on the toughest
jobs at any work site, any day of the week. So no matter ~
how hard you work or play, count on Club Car for world-
class performance and the power to drive you there.

Club Car
Oub Car, Inc.
Wisconsin Branch

4485 South Racine Avenue. New Berlin, Wise. 53146
Telephone: 414/896-9570. Fax: 414/896-9578


