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About Our Cover:

Grass Roots artist Jennifer
Samerdyke has created an excellent
portrait of the new dean of the Col-
lege of Agricultural and Life Sci- I
ences at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison. He is Dr. Elton D.
Aberle. Her rendition, coupled with
Lori Bocher’s interview with Dr.
Aberle, gives you the chance to put
name and face together if you
haven't yet met him.

In addition to holding the CALS
dean position, Dr. Aberle is also
director of the Wisconsin Agricultural
Experiment Station, including the
Noer Facility.

No orchard'’s the worse for the
wintriest storm;

But one thing about it, it musn't get
warm;

“How often already you've had to
be told, Keep cold, young
orchard.

Good-bye and keep cold. Dread
fifty above more than fifty
below.”

I have to be gone for a season or
S0...

-Robert Frost

———
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The President’s Message

Let’s Put Them To Rest!

By Scott Schaller

e

This 1998 golf season is coming to a close. What a
great year for the Wisconsin golfers. From talking to other
golf course managers, they all stated that their course
recorded record rounds of play this golf season. It is a good
feeling to know so many people found pleasure in playing
our courses. It also is a wonderful feeling that we can finally
begin to put our golf course to rest for the upcoming winter
season. | have to be honest when | say this, at times by
mid-to late summer I'm thinking November can't get here
quick enough. I'm sure we have all shared that same feeling
now and again during the golf season. Well, November is
here. We can chalk up another season and begin to prepare
ourselves for the next year. The WGCSA and other area tur-
fgrass associations will be offering again some excellent
educational opportunities to stay current with your profes-
sion. They are:

WISCONSIN GOLF TURF SYMPOSIUM

Title:  “ What You Seed Is What You Get ”
Topic:  Putting Green Establishment
November 3 - 4, 1998 Brookfield , WI

WGCSA - GCSAA REGIONAL SEMINARS

December 1, 1998 - “ Problems and solutions using
annuals and perennials in the golf-
scape” (full day)

December 2, 1998 - “ Causes, detection and manage-
ment of localized dry spots”
( half day in morning)

December 2, 1998 - “ Managing turfgrass root systems *
( half day in afternoon)

WISCONSIN TURFGRASS AND INDUSTRY EXPO

Wisconsin Turfgrass Association
January 12 - 13, 1999  Madison, WI

THE GRASS IS ALWAYS GREENER
..TOPDRESSING WITH TDS-2150 SAND

u Consistent Quality

® Lab Reports with Every Shipment

® \Wisconsin's Largest Topdressing Sand Supplier
B Give Us a Call for More Information

(#7177 Lake Shore Sand
. A Division Of Construction Aggregates
a — Corporation of Michigan
. PO BOX 1213

Milwaukee, W1 53201 (414) 271-0625

T

Please make a note of these events and get out of your
maintenance facility this off season and attend each of these
educational offerings. | promise you that you will benefit from
attending.

A very special “THANKS” goes out to David E. Smith,
Scott Spiers, Karl Braem, Andrew Gruse, Richard Beutel,
Michael Lyons and David Van Auken. These gentlemen
offered and hosted a WGCSA monthly meeting site this past
year. As most of you know who have already hosted a
meeting, a lot of effort goes into preparing a golf course for
your peers. These guys all presented great golf courses,
beautifully manicured for us to enjoy. Thank you again.

Speaking of WGCSA meetings, we are looking to fill our
meeting sites for the 1999 season. If interested please call
any WGCSA director or Michael Lyons, the Golf and
Arrangements Chairman.

On that note, I'm just heading out to begin to blow out my
irrigation system with a “BIG SMILE” on my face. Take care
and enjoy our off season. | hope to see you at one of our
upcoming meetings. W

HE NEXT BEST THING TO RAIN!

e Complete Course Design and Installation
« turnkey or in-house installation

Conversion of manual/hydraulic to electric

Repair, Routine Maintenance & On-site Training

In-house CAD Design &
CIT Data on Sprinkler Performance

e Installation & Upgrade of Pump Stations

e Answers to your “how-to ...” questions

If you have a goal, we have the leadership ...
... personalized service you can depend on

The Irrigation Association

s - 800-554-TORO
rrigation

N0mMowoc




ItS qood looks and major components
liave Something in common.
They're easy to See.

JACOBSEN
2V

way, and lift off the air intake cover.
You'll see how easy Jacobsen’s new Tri-King™

triplex trim mower is to maintain. It's also easy to

operate with responsive power steering, automatic

19 hp diesel engines and

a comfortable, new

Highest

quality of cut.
Trouble-free " .
adjustments. Every time.  the highest quality of cut, and

operator’s area. You'll get

a choice of 72" or 84" cutting widths with 5-,7-or

10-blade reels. Ask your Jacobsen distributor for a

P

demonstration. n

"DISTRIBUTING, INC.

444 N. Madison St. Chilton, WI 53014
1-800-279-2341

JACOBSEN



The Cutting Edge

Cold Weather Tolerance of
.+ Ornamental Grasses

By Tom Schwab, Superintendent
O.J. Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility
Agricultural Research Stations, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Ornamental grasses are a group of plants from the
grass (Graminae) family and from closely related families
including sedges (Cyperaceae), rushes (Juncaceae) and
others. The general nature of the term ‘ornamental grass’
allows some non-grass plants to be included in the group
because they have grass-like appearance. The term ‘orna-
mental’ characterizes these plants as being showy in the
landscape. Their decorative features allow them to be
used in flowerbeds, mass plantings, and as unique speci-
men plants.

An investigation of cold weather hardiness of ornamen-
tal grasses was initiated in 1995 at the Noer Facility. This
study keeps records and reports on how well ornamental
grasses in our study survive our climate. The facility and
all but the northern fifth of Wisconsin are in the USGA
Hardiness Zone 4, so the information we gain from this

study may be useful for the majority of the state. Future
articles about this study will report on the different foliage,
flowers, texture, color, shape, growth habit, and environ-
mental needs of this group of plants.

The Noer investigation is similar to a recent six-year
winter hardiness study of ornamental grasses that was
completed at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. They
found 85 out of the 165 ornamental grasses studied there
could be grown successfully in USDA Zone 4. You may
get of copy of their publication by calling 608-262-3346
and asking for North Central Regional Publication #573,
Ornamental Grasses for Cold Climates. The most com-
plete reference for ornamental grasses that | have ever
found is The Encyclopedia of Ornamental Grasses by
John Greenlee, which is available in most bookstores. The
study at the Noer Facility is not only for verifying the hardi-

(Continued on page 6)
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OTTERBINE®....
r Quality Management Specialists

T

Sub-Surface Aerators

Surface Aerators
*Reduce the problemof  *Introduce O, into the
algae, aquatic weeds and ~ pond bottom via Sub-
odor. Surface or Diffused Air.

«Available in a variety of ~ *No visible spray pattern.

spray patterns and sizes.

Koinders

1-800-785-3306

*Removing water from

sIntroduce O, into the pond. «Perfect for shallow ponds. +280 GPM pumping rate.

Floating, self priming

"Ask For A Free Demonstration"

ELM GROVE MADISON
13400 Watertown Plank Rd. 4618 A Tompkins Dr.
414-786 -3306 608-223-0200
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Ottershield Lake Dye

«Transforms muddy water
into healthy blue water.

Bunker Pumper

bunkers, excavation sites

or swimming pools. _
«No stained clothes or

hands - you never touch
Ottershield.

portable - only 85 Ibs! «Neat, clean, packets.

APPLETON STEVENS POINT
900 Randolph Dr. 3501 Dixon St.
414-788-0200 715-342-3600




ness data from Minnesota; it also serves as a demonstra-
tion for the public to stop by the Noer Facility and visually
observe the characteristics of the plants.

We began planting ornamental grasses at the Noer
Facility in July 1995. We are adding to the collection of
plants every year, as more plants become available. To
date, we have planted 70 different species from 37 differ-
ent genera into the study. Eleven of those 70 plants, des-
ignated with an asterisk in the following table, have not
survived and have not been replaced. Therefore 59 differ-
ent species are presently being observed.

The strategy used in the design of the Noer demonstra-
tion was to place the plants in their natural settings: shade
loving plants were placed in the shade, dry loving plants in
dry, etc. Most of the plants also grow in groups naturally

The ornamental grassses come in many

ik
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well in shade.
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Bottlebrush grass spreads by seed and does

Aggressively rhizomatous Volga wild rye grows well in most enviro-
ments and soils.

so we placed most varieties in groups of three. All of the
plants were mulched with 3" of shredded oak bark.

This study is in its fourth year and will continue for sev-
eral more. By continuing the study for many years, we will
have more confidence in recommending different species.
The long timeframe will allow us to observe survival under
different climatic extremes giving the ratings of winter tem-
perature tolerance more validity. The winter of 1995/96 set
records for cold and severity, 1996/97 was average weath-
er, and 1997/98 set records for mild temperatures. Of the
70 grasses studied these three years, 23 can be recom-
mended winter hardy for Zone 4. Twenty-seven of the
species were added in 1997 and 1998 and cannot be
rated yet. They have either not experienced a winter or
have only experienced the extreme mild winter of 1997/98

NATURAL ATHLETIC TURF INC.

GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION & IMPROVEMENTS

Specializing in Greens - Tees - Bunkers - Fairway
Construction - Feature Shaping - Drainage Systems

By Contract or “T & M" basis. Also Astroturf Top Dressing drag mats
11040 N. Buntrock Ave., Mequon, WI 53092 « (414) 242-5740
ROY G. ZEHREN « FAX (414) 242-5740 * JOHN “JACK"” WALLISCH

The flowers of fountain grass are amount the

showiest of all grasses.



This Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus’ is among many different
Miscanthus species on display at Noer.

where almost every plant survived. More detailed weather
data will be included in the long-term report on this study.
The ratings of plant hardiness are done by visually
observing plant health and survival rate. Those observa-
tions are done in early June to allow all plants to put on
new growth. The rating given to each specie is as follows:

Group 1 (The most winter hardy and recommended for
USDA Zone 4)

Group 2 (Some of the plants die or show extensive win-
ter injury)

Group 3 (Most or all plants died, thus are not recom-
mended as perennials for Zone 4)

Group 4 (The plants have not been observed long
enough to achieve a rating)

Porter-Achtenhagen

easonal
ervices .

Fairway Aerification

We use the
e CUSHMAN GA-60 AERATOR

e CUSHMAN TURF TRUCK

e Our clients are Extremely Pleased with the
superior hole quality this unit produces!

e Daytime and Evening Service

 Serving Wisconsin and Northern Illinois

e Prompt and Efficient Service

(414) 392-3444

e References are Available
e Fall 1996 & Spring 1997 Dates are Available

ponds.

Botanical Name ~ Group 1 Common Name
Alopecurus pratensis ‘Aureus’ yellow foxtail grass
Andropogon gerardii big bluestem, turkey foot

Arrhenantherum elatius bulbosum “Variegatum’ bulbous oat grass
Calamagrostis acutiflora Stricta’ feather reed grass
Calamagrostis arundinacea Karl Foerster'  Foerster’s feather reed
grass

The Beatles’ sedge,
mop-headed sedge

Carex The Beatles’

Carex muskingumensis palm sedge

Deschampsia caespitosa ‘Bronzeschleier'  bronze veil tufted hair-
grass

Deschampsia caespitosa ‘Goldgehhaenge’  gold pendant tufted hair-
grass

volga wild rye, Siberian

wild rye, giant dune

grass

blue oat grass
bottlebrush grass
large blue hairgrass

‘Heavy Metal' switch

grass

red rays switch grass

‘Feesey’s Form' ribbon

grass

ribbon grass, gardener’'s-

garters

(Continued on page 9)

Elymus racemosus ‘Glaucus’

Helictotrichon sempervirens
Hystrix patula

Koeleria glauca

Panicum virgatum Heavy Metal’

Panicum virgatum Rotstrahlbusch’
Phalaris arundinacea ‘Feesey Form’

Phalaris arundinacea picta

L]
-

THOMAS J. EMMERICH
CERTIFIED IRRIGATION DESIGNER

*GOLF COURSE

*COMMERCIAL

*RESIDENTIAL

*MASTER PLANNING

*SYSTEM EVALUATIONS

TOTAL PACKAGE DESIGN SERVICES

T.J. EMMERICH ASSOCIATES, INC.

IRRIGATION CONSULTANTS
30556 BETTE ANN DRIVE
HARTLAND, WISCONSIN 53029

414-966-1051
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Legacy Golf

Control water, labor and energy costs

with a Legacy irrigation system.

Century is your local distributor with
a complete line of
rotors, valves and
controllers.

LEGACY"

GoLr IasiesaTioN

Sprinklers « Valves « Controllers * Fountains * Pump Stations * Controller Service Repair

Golf course superintendents like yourself are making help solve any irrigation or drainage problems. They can also
plans to get their courses in top shape for the new season, show you what's new in clubhouse landscape lighting,
And irrigation is at the top of their lists. Century golf professionals water features and more, Call today for a FREE catalog and on-site
can show you how to maintain a highly-playable course, and can consulation: §00-347-4272.

Controller Board Repairs SyncroFlo Pumps Agua Master Fountains
Call Century when you need controller An efficient pump station can solve many Improve water quality with an aerating
board repairs for Rain Bird and Toro golf irrigation problems, Century now offers the fountain. Century can also show you how

1o create water
features from
existing streams
or ponds.

SyncroFlo Eagle
Series, the premier
system for golf
courses,

SyncroFlo, Inc.

controllers.
Replacement
boards can be
shipped within
24 hours. Call
888-855-9132.

[CENTURY RAIN AiD]

po T Now Serving These Major Markets: Alabama, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, lllinois, Indiana, Kentucky,
vww.rainaid.com Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Virginia,

800-347-4272 Wisconsin and Ontario, Canada.
CENTURY GOLF PROFESSIONAL - WISCONSIN « JOHN MARKESTAD 608-742-0377



(Continued from page 7)

Sesleria
Sorghastrum nutans

Sorghastrum nutans ‘Sioux Blue’
Spartina pectinata Aureomarginata’

Sporobolus heterolepsis

Stipa viridula

Botanical Name  Group 2
Bouteloua curtipendula
Chasmanthium latifolium

Miscanthus sinensis ‘Gracillimus’
Panicum virgatum Rehbraun”

Pennisetum alopecuroides
Pennisetum alepecuroides Hameln’
Schizachyrium scoparium

Botanical Name
Briza media

Group 3

Dactylus glomerata Variegata’

Festuca amethystina
Festuca cinerea tlija blue’

moor grass

Indian grass, gold beard
grass

‘Sioux Blue’ Indian grass
‘Golden-edged’ prairie
cord grass

prairie dropseed, north-
ern dropseed

green needle grass

Common Name

side oats gramma
northern sea oats, wild
oats

maiden grass

dear red-brown switch
grass

fountain grass
‘Hameln’ fountain grass
little bluestem, prairie
beard grass

Common Name
perennial quacking grass,
rattlesnake grass*
variegated orchard
grass”*

sheeps fescue*

blue fescue, blue sheeps
fescue

Imperata cylindrica rubra

Luzula nivea
Luzula sylvatica

Miscanthus sinensis var. strictus
Miscanthus sinensis Gracillimus Nana'
Miscanthus sinensis Variegatus’
Miscanthus sinensis *Zebrinus’

Panicum virgatum Haense Herms'
Pennisetum alepecuroides Little Bunny

(]

Botanical Name  Group 4
Acorus gramineus Variegatus’

Calamagrostis arundinacea Overdam’
Deschampsia caespitosa Fairy's Joke'

Deschampsia caespitosa Goldstaub’
Deschampsia caespitosa ‘Schottland’

Eragrostis trichoides
Erianthus ravennae

Festuca cinerea Sea Urchin’

Japanese blood grass,
cranberry grass

snowy woodrush*
greater woodrush, sylvan
woodrush*

porcupine grass, banded
miscanthus

dwarf Japanese silver
grass*

variegatus Japanese sil-
ver grass*

zebra grass*

red switch grass

‘Little Bunny’ fountain
grass*

Common Name
white-striped Japanese
sweet flag™

Feather reed grass
fairy’s joke tufted hair-
grass

‘Goldstaub’ tufted hair-
grass

Scotland tufted hairgrass
sand love grass
ravenna grass, hardy
pampas grass, plume
grass

‘Sea Urchin’ blue fescue

(Continued on page 11)

Say no to:

* Delayed Deliveries
¢ Contaminated Sand
® High Prices

Call Wolesek’s, the

* Proper pH
* On-Time Delivery
¢ Affordability

GUARANTEED!

Golf Course &
Athletic Field Mixes

We understand the needs of professional groundskeepers -

quality and time are important!

We Offer:

Kiln-Dried Sterilized Top Dressing Sand
80/20 Top Dressing Mix
Construction Mixes

Bunker Sand ¢ Reed Sedge Peat ® Cart Path Aggregate
Bark, Boulders & Decorative Stone
Custom On-Site Blending

(715) 423-3909 rax (715) 4234215

Product meets standards for putting green
root zone mixes as specified by the USGA.

company who cares with:
* Consistent Particle Size
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seeds & plants from AGRECK

L Corp.

* Prairie * Savanna
* Wetlands * Woodlands

Seed & Plant Distributors

Prairie Nursery
Westfield, W
800 476-9453

J & J Tranzplant
Aquatic Nursery
Wild Rose, Wi
800 622-5055

ION Exchange
Harpers Ferry, IA
800 291-2143

Prairie Future Seed Co.
Menomonee Falls, Wi
414 820-0221

Shooting Star Native Seeds
Hwy 44 W. & County Rd. 33
P.0. Box 648
Spring Grove, MN 55974-0648
507 498-3994

L.L. Olds Seed Co. (seeds only)
Madison, W
800 356-7333

Prairie Moon Nursery
Winona, MN
507 452-1362

Prairie Ridge Nursery
Mt. Horeb, WI
608 437-5245

Landscape Naturally
Sycamore, IL
815 899-7574

Plantscapes (plants only)
Madison, W
608 223-3564
800 807-7526

Wild Attraction, is a registered trademark of AGRECOL, Corp.
1984 Berlin Rd Sun Prairie, Wi Tel 608 825-9765 Fax 608 825-9398
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