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JOHN BURROUGHS
By Monroe S. Miller

Sit down some time and make a
list of all the things that make you
proud to be part of the profession we
are in. My list would be very long.
And if we compared those lists
among ourselves, there are many
characteristics and features that
would appear on everybody's list.

Chances are good we all take
pride in our land stewardship. Golf
courses offer open spaces, wildlife
habitat, healthy recreation, green
spaces and more than I have room to
repeat here. Their role is even more
special in the many urban areas
where so many are found.

Land stewardship long ago piqued
my interest in nature and landscapes,
even as a farm kid. And isn't it inter-
esting that two of the foremost envi-
ronmental thinkers and natural writers
— John Muir and Aldo Leopold —
lived so close, especially to those of
us in south central Wisconsin. The
parallels, a generation apart, are
astonishing. Muir grew up near
Portage and attended the University
of Wisconsin in Madison. Leopold
bought a farm in the sand country
near Portage and was a professor at
the University of Wisconsin in
Madison. Historians add a third albeit
lesser known name to these two nat-
uralists — historian Frederick Jackson
Turner.

Is it an accident — pure chance —
that three notables arose from a
Wisconsin neighborhood? Why is our
state seen in the forefront of environ-
mental issues?

There is a theory that it isn't acci-
dental, that our ancestors had wis-
dom in combining our land grant agri-
cultural college on the same campus
as the liberal arts college, while some
states chose to separate them. On
the Madison campus, professors from
varying disciplines raise environmen-
tal questions, and students from vary-
ing majors ponder them from their
own unique points of view. In our
state, still an agricultural and rural

(Continued on page 32)

Riverby from the orchard.

On the porch at Woodchuck Lodge.

View of the Catskills from Woodchuck
Lodge at the turn of the century. John Muir and John Burroughs, Pasadena,

California.

Woodchuck Lodge and barn at the turn of
the century.

John Burroughs and John Muir in the
Yosemite.
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(Continued from page 31)
one, people have ties to the land and
the landscape. There are no great
mountain ranges or breathtaking
deserts. Citizens are a part of the
land ethic because they can relate to
the land, just as we do everyday of
our working lives.

Muir and Leopold are especially
interesting not just because they were
our citizens and such notable natural
scientists, but because they were
such talented and distinctive writers.
And when it comes to writings by nat-
uralists, few have been better than
one of America's earliest and greatest
naturalists, John Burroughs.

John Burroughs was a contempo-
rary of John Muir and, in fact, a good
friend of Muir's. Burroughs traveled
widely around the world, including a
trip to Yosemite with John Muir and a
trip to California to visit him. But he
spent most of his 85 years near
where he was born and raised in
New York State. I did substantial
reading of Burroughs essays and
books and spent time with books
written by his biographers, especially
his secretary in the later years of his
life and his biographer, Dr. Clara
Barrus. I found a first edition 1914
copy of her book John Burroughs —
Our Friend on a dollar cart in a used
book store here in Madison. It is a
treasure, and a few of the photos
here are from that book. After I left
Frank Rossi's farm last fall I went in
search of the earthly places of John
Burroughs and his writings. What a
rewarding day and a half.

He was bom in 1837 on a farm in
the hills, the Catskills, near Roxbury,
New York in Delaware County. The
farm is at the foot of a mountain
named, at least on the map I used,
Old Clump. I had business in
Amsterdam, New York, and drove
down State Highway 30 from there to
the Roxbury area. The Burroughs
place is located on Burroughs
Memorial Road, a half-paved, half
gravel road just off Highway 30, due
west of the village of Roxbury.

Most of New York is quite rural,
and this part of the state is indeed
rural. Burroughs started school at the
age of five and despite his obvious
intelligence only went in the winter
months after the age of 12; there
was farm work for farm boys to do.
His youth reads like Muir's — up late
at night, reading by candlelight. His
father thought him odd and never
sympathized with his literary work.
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Woodchuck Lodge from across the road. Burroughs wrote here and in the haymow of the
barns in the summers later in his life.

The primitive construction of Woodchuck
Lodge is evident from close up.

Woodchuck Lodge is a national historic
landmark.

The view of the Delaware county, NY, Catskills from Burroughs gravesite.

Interestingly, especially at this time of
year, the only type of farm work
Burroughs enjoyed was sugar mak-
ing from the maple woods on their
farm. He sold the sugar in Roxbury,
the first money he made.

On a Sunday in May, when
Burroughs was only seven or eight as
he recalled, he was in the woods with
his brothers, searching for winter-

green. He spotted a small, bluish bird
with a white spot on each wing. He
was enthralled and when asked the
two brothers if they knew what the
bird was, of course they did not. But
Burroughs had fallen into a deep
interest of the nature around him.
There were no reference books on
birds or a bird identification book for
him to use and it was nearly 20 years
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later that he figured out the bird was
the black-throated blue warbler.

Burroughs was later to write of the
enormous flocks of passenger
pigeons of his youth, of his willing-
ness to hunt — he often "forgot" to
shoot — and his wild imagination of
what the world was made of. He was
curious and alert and collected
insects and honeycombs. Emerson
and Thoreau and Wordsworth influ-
enced his thinking and he craved
nature articles in journals like Atlantic
Monthly. He had a love of nature at
an early age and it was with him until
he died.

He stayed at the home farm until
he was 17, when he became a
teacher at a one-room school at
Tangier, New York. He saved nearly
all his salary from six months' work
and used it to study at the Heeding
Literary Institute in Ashland, New
York. It was a school of 200 students
located what is today a short dis-
tance from Roxbury, probably a
dozen miles or so. One more season
in a country school preceded his
enrollment at the Cooperstown
Seminary, the village now famous for
the baseball hall of fame. The three
months there ended Burroughs' for-
mal education. But it was those two
years that inspired him to write, and
to write in a style "without affection
and make-believe and dead wood."

Burroughs married in 1857, taught
one term at a school in Buffalo
Grove, Illinois and terms in various
schools in New York until 1863.
Summers were almost always spent
helping with the work on the home
farm near Roxbury.

In the spring of 1863, while teach-
ing at a school near the Army Military
Academy at West Point, New York,
he visited the library at the Academy.
He came upon a book by John
James Audubon that included artwork
by the famous ornithologist.
Burroughs was taken over by them.
A new world opened to him, and he
discovered the identity of that small
bird he watched as a seven year old
youth. He wrote his first paper, "The
Return of the Birds," that fall while he
was in Washington, D.C.

Burroughs lived in D.C. for ten
years, from age 27 to age 37 and
worked in the Quartermaster
General's Department (Comptroller of
the Currency). The nature of the work
— he was a clerk — left him the
leisure time to do what he really
wanted to do — write. His writing

N BUi OUGHS
MILES WESTWARD IS

"SL>BSIDES", RUSTIC CABIN
OF THF. POET-NAT URAL 1ST,
HERE HE SPENT Ml TIME
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Slabsides is a source of pride for West Park, NY.

A view not unlike that seen by John Burroughs form the porch at Slabsides.

"Rustic" is an understatement when
describing Slabsides. It is a walk into the
woods from the road.

grew in quality and strength and
gained recognition for him.

Burroughs met Walt Whitman in
Washington, D.C. and he became a
good friend and advisor to Burroughs.
His first book, "Notes on Walt

John Burroughs' Slabsides, a couple of
miles from his home at Riverby, along the
Hudson River.

Whitman, Poet and Person," was
published during 1867. Four years
later his first nature book, "Wake-
Robin," was published. Walt Whitman
selected the title.

(Continued on page 35)
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(Continued from page 33)
In 1873, Burroughs purchased a

small fruit farm on the Hudson River
and named it Riverby. He wrote
many books and essays there, many
from observations made on this small
farm. One, "Fuss and Feathers," was
about observations he made in his
yard about wrens and a nesting box
he built for them.

He hadn't lived at Riverby very
long before he decided he needed a
place of quiet and solitude for writing
and observation. Part of the need for
this "home away from home" was his
hospitality; many people came to visit
for extended periods by his generous
invitation, of course. His brother
Hiram, John's only son Julian, and
John built a rustic cabin a couple of
miles from Riverby and named it
Slabsides. It is a two story, rough
house covered with slab wood. As I
discovered this past fall, both Riverby
and Slabsides are in good shape.
Slabsides is maintained by the John
Burroughs Association, headquartered
in New York City at the American
Museum of Natural History.
Burroughs' granddaughter lives at
Riverby.

Over the years many famous
Americans visited Burroughs at
Slabsides, including President Teddy
Roosevelt. One of the first visitors
was, of course, John Muir. Among
naturalists of that time, John Muir was
known as "John-o'-Mountain" and
John Burroughs was known as "John-
o'-Birds." Roosevelt and Burroughs
on an afternoon at Slabsides would
contest to see who could find more
birds in the area around the cabin. It
was a thrill for me to sit on the same
porch as these famous men did a
hundred and more years ago.

In the summer of 1908 Burroughs
bought the farm that adjoined the old
home farm. It was a half-mile from
the homestead and when he bought
it, it was in rough shape. He named it
Woodchuck Lodge, and it became his
summer home from 1909 until his
death. He called it Woodchuck Lodge
because of the many woodchucks in
the neighborhood. The animals both-
ered his garden, to the point he tried
to keep the population down by
shooting them. He even had a coat
made from the skins! It was to no
avail, as he said "when I shoot one,
seven come to the funeral."

John Burroughs' gift to the world
was 25 books and hundreds of

essays and articles in magazines like
The Century, Harper's, Scribner's,
Atlantic Monthly, and many others.
More than a million and a half books
authored by Burroughs were sold
before they went out of print. He was
not a wealthy man and once told a
friend that if he had even gotten a
dollar for every SET of books of his
sold, he would have been well off.
Things were different then.

He wrote of common place things,
animals and birds and landscapes
and weather and everything natural
around him. He clearly connected
with John Muir that way. Muir traveled
constantly. John Burroughs studied,
literally, his own backyard and his
farm. John wrote pieces a hundred
and fifty years ago that yet today
make great reads.

I listed some of the titles that
themselves are inviting to a reader:
Winter Sunshine, Locusts and Wild
Honey, Leaf and Tendril, Birch

(Continued on page 37)
The bronze casting identifying John
Burroughs grave.

Burroughs Memorial Field near Woodchuck Lodge.

If I were to name the three

John Burroughs' final resting place, on
the hill above Woodchuck Lodge.

nature;«~
at least the most constant ana
always at handis nature.

Wisdom from John Burroughs.
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(Continued from page 35)
Browsing, The Snow-Walkers, Our
Rural Divinity, The Divine Soil, The
Flight of the Eagle, The Long Road,
and Maple Sugar Days.

The essays I like best are of the
seasons. "Spring - Nature's Door
Ajar," "Summer - Nature's Door Wide
Open," "Autumn - Nature's Invitation
to Rest," and "Winter - Nature's Door
Closed." All are nature writing at its
best.

The peaceful trip along Burroughs
Memorial Road takes you past
Woodchuck Lodge. I was there on a
beautiful fall day and not a soul was
around. I registered, sat on the porch
and took a photo of the view of the
Catskills that Burroughs undoubtedly
enjoyed countless times.

A little way down the road west is
the John Burroughs Memorial Field. I
pulled off the side of the narrow road
— there isn't much room — and
walked up the hill to read the outdoor
display of the historical sites. From
there, with camera and coffee and
solitude I walked up the hill further, to
the east, and stopped when I arrived
at Burroughs' humble grave. It is on
a field on his farm, and the grave is
surrounded by a low, dry laid wall of
flat, weathered stones gathered from
there. The fall color was spectacular
and from the old photographs I have
studied it was easy to see how much
of the land has been given back to
the woods.

I left after an hour or so, drove on
west for a half mile or less, past the
original Burroughs farm, around Old
Clump Mountain he has written about
exploring in his youth, back down
Hardscrabble Road (parts of which
are a rough dirt road), and back to
Highway 30.

When I finally left the area I took
Highway 30 to Highway 28, 28 to 187
and went south to an exit to West
Park. To find Riverby I had to go to
the Post Office for information on
how to get to Riverby Lane. It is a
private home — his granddaughter
lives there. Directions to Slabsides
were easy and on signage on the
main street in town. My visit was
again alone — not a soul around.
The pictures here show clearly how
rustic and remote it is.

While we were in California to
attend the GCSAA conference, Oscar
Peterson and I made a quick trip to
Martinez, California where John Muir
had a ranch and farm and where his
final resting place is. We were on a

self-guided tour of the house.
Upstairs, on the mantle above the
fireplace in his study and library, was
a picture of his friend and colleague
and contemporary, John Burroughs.

For me, the circle was complete. ^ /

Riverby today, from the road.
Although located on the Main road
through West Park, Riverby is hard to find.

Notice the two pictures of John Burroughs on the mantke of a fireplace in the library of
John Muir's home in Martinez, California.
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The Cutting Edge

What Do We Know About Barley Straw?
By Stan Nichols
Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey

Editor's Note: This article resulted from some conversa-
tions about barley straw on the Noernet. Thanks to the
author, Gary Gaard and Audra Anderson.

When I started working for University of Wisconsin-
Extension more than 25 years ago I went down to the lot
one morning to pick up a fleet car. The fleet manager,
long since retired, knew I was in the aquatic plant man-
agement business and started talking. He wanted to know
if an article he read in an outdoor magazine about throw-
ing bales of hay into a pond really "cleaned it up". I could-
n't think of any good reason why it should. In fact it did
not sound like a good idea to me. Putting something in a
pond that demands oxygen and adds nutrients doesn't
enhance the aesthetics or the health of ponds in our cli-
mate. The fleet manager tried to find the article for me but
never could.

Over the intervening years, while conducting pond man-
agement courses around the state, the bale of hay in the
pond trick surfaced occasionally in conversations with par-
ticipants. No one could ever produce the article and I con-
sidered the technique as pond folklore.

About 1990 the technique came out of the realm of
folklore with studies done in the British Isles on the use of
barley straw to control algae in ponds, lakes, and canals.
What I know about barley straw are the results of a trip I
took to Ireland in 1994 to attend the European Weed
Research Societies International Symposium on Aquatic
Weeds. Papers were presented on the technique and
there were demonstrations of its use in Irish canals. I took
copious notes.

Before going further it is useful to know a little bit about
the types of aquatic plants. The largest ones are called
macrophytes. Pondweeds, lily pads, coontail, and cattails
are examples of macrophytes. They are generally "higher
plants" that flower and have vascular systems. Most can
be easily seen with the naked eye but watermeal floats
freely on the water surface and it no larger than a pin
head. One group of algae, the stoneworts or Chara and
Nitella, are macrophytes. Barley straw does not control
macrophytes.

A second plant group is the filamentous algae.
Individually they look like green strings or green hair. In
numbers they form thick mats that float on the pond sur-
face or produce green "wigs" on rocks, posts, or logs. I
could find no evidence in my notes or in the literature that
barley straw controls filamentous algae.

A final group of aquatic plants is the planktonic algae.
Individually they are microscopic. They get noticed when
populations reach levels where it looks like someone
spilled pea soup or green, blue-green, red, or sometimes
other colored paint into the water. Barley straw controls
some planktonic algae but not all equally well. It is most
effective against green and blue-green (actually now con-
sidered more closely related to bacteria) planktonic algae.

Luckily, these two types cause most planktonic algae
problems in ponds during the summer. Other types like
diatoms are less affected by barley straw. Diatoms tend to
turn water a brownish color and are more commonly found
in the spring and fall when water temperatures are cool. If
your pond problem is caused by green ore blue-green
planktonic algae, barley straw may be worth trying.
Otherwise you should investigate different options.

How does barley straw work? Scientists studying barley
straw have demonstrated that it works. They are less cer-
tain how it works. A consensus of opinion is developing
that the anti-algal agent is an organic compound produced
by the microbial breakdown ( decay by bacteria and fungi)
on the lignin found in barley straw. There is also evidence
that this breakdown does not occur in low pH waters so it
is not a technique recommended in acid ponds.

How about other straw? I must confess skepticism that
in the land of Guinness Stout and fine Irish Whiskey that
barley straw just happened to have the best anti-algal
properties. By the end of the conference I was convinced
that barley straw works better than other straws. The rea-

We'cl l ike to say we buried the
compet i t ion.But that would mean

extremely infer ior
the ground.

Reinders Brothers, Inc.
13400 Watertown Plank Road

Elm Grove, Wl 53122-0825
1-800-782-3300

Ken Quandt
Territory Manager

(414) 327-3993
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son is thought to be that barley straw is more resistant to
decay. That probably means it has more lignin and it
decays more slowly so the anti-algal properties remain in
the water for a longer period of time. Other organic materi-
al such as "brownwood" ( heartwood from hardwoods
such as oak) and deciduous tree leaves (again oak was
suggested) that are high in lignins or tannins might work
equally well. The stalks of emergent plants like cattail and
Phragmites were also suggested as having possibilities.
These later materials are more available and probably
cheaper than barley straw. I was assured by the Irish that
even in the land of Guinness Stout that barley straw is
hard to find.

How is barley straw used? It is important that the straw
is well aerated in the water so decay occurs. The method
I saw involved making "sausages" using a Christmas tree
wrapping machine to stuff barley straw into plastic
Christmas tree netting. The sausages were about 10
yards long and were staked along the edge of canals. It
takes about one to three months in the Irish climate for
enough decay to occur for the barley straw to become
active. Activity lasts from six to eight months. As the
straw becomes well decayed fresh sausages are put in
the water to age before pulling out the old sausages. If the
straw begins to smell bad it means oxygen is depleted.
The straw bundle has gone anoxic and no longer works.
The dosage varies from 3 grams of barley straw per cubic
meter of water for maintenance control to 50 grams per

cubic meter to control heavy algae blooms. In real num-
bers, if my conversions are correct, this is between 8 and
135 pounds of barley straw per acre-foot of water.

Will barley straw work here? We won't know until
someone tries it. My major concern is the difference in cli-
mate between Wisconsin and the British Isles. Their grow-
ing season is longer and the winters are not as severe.
There are anecdotal reports from Australia, Canada, South
Africa, Sweden and the U.S.A., besides Britain and Ireland
that the technique works.

For golf course managers aesthetics is a concern. How
will clientele respond to a straw sausage floating around in
a pond? The sausages are also attractive to wildlife.
Ducks and geese use them for nesting sites. Wildlife may
be a positive or negative in your situation.

In summary, we don't know all the answers about bar-
ley straw. If your primary problem is planktonic green or
blue-green algae, your pond water is neutral or higher pH,
you don't mind straw filled sausages floating in your pond,
and wildlife are not a bother, it may be worth a try. It is an
inexpensive method to test. Do not expect immediate
results — perhaps one to three months before the action
begins. Once started, expect season long control. There
are other materials such as wood, leaves, and cattail
stalks that may work as well and are more available. A
final reminder, good nutrient management around ponds
should reduce algae over the long term. W
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Golf In The Flatlands

The Issue of the Day
By Pat Norton
Nettle Creek CC

The burning issues of these politically charged times are
not those issues relating directly to golf courses or turf-
grass management, as we are led to believe if we read
only items concerning the golfing world. It is interesting
to realize that we all have other non-golf facets to our
personalities and lives, isn't it?

The enduringly hot issue recently is freedom of the
press...to report the truth...versus the right to individual
privacy. If the press doesn't report factually or
truthfully...there is a big problem. Freedom of speech and
freedom of the press are fundamental to the survival and
vitality of our society. The news media in all of its forms
bears a great responsibility in this regard.

But, social commentary by the press is another matter.
In this country, we allow and encourage social commen-
tary...of which political satire and lampooning are an impor-
tant part. This type of commentary is done everyday...and
has been a part of our national history from the outset
since colonial times.

It's great to be able to read or listen to the best minds in
this country via newspaper, magazine, radio, or cable tele-
vision. With the onset of all of the different cable news
channels...a winter insomniac like myself can arise early
almost every morning and listen to great newscasts, weath-
er, economic news, and political and social commentary.

The political news and commentary is especially hot this
month as "Bill and the Spin Doctors" try to explain the
tawdry tale of Monica Lewinsky, Paula Jones, Gennifer
Flowers, Vernon Jordan, et. al...l really have come to
believe that Mr. Clinton is in really big trouble... and has a
real problem with a) telling the truth, and, b) respecting his
wife enough to quit having all types of extramarital affairs!!

I really believe that it's just outstanding that the
American press is so strong in pursuing political corruption
and sexual scandal...most recently with our very sexually
active Mr. President. There are quite a few layers to his
story and his past...and I've really changed my opinion of
the guy...because of the power and the quality of the
American press and its coverage of his situation.

It's quite interesting to hear all of the allegations,
denials, half-truths, and explanations from both sides of the
Clinton scandal. The facts of this whole affair are still to be
found out, but rest assured that it'll be those overzealous
creeps that make up the American news media that will
bring the truth to light...not our American President!

And that, folks, is what is distinctly and clearly wrong
with this whole tale. Not only does there have to be more
to this story than we're all being told...due to all of the
mountains of evidence, allegations of current misbehavior
and admissions of past missteps...but we're only going to
find out what's really happening due to the efforts of the
press...not through any moral courage of our president
who claims neverendingly that moral fortitude and courage
is one of his strongest traits!

Freedom of the press stands at just about the opposite
end of the spectrum from this 90's' idea of being politically
correct. There are lots of publications out there...lots of
printed material...ranging from the piercingly objective and
investigative...to the fluffiness of the politically correct,
non-substantive, nauseatingly positive type of publication.

And we all read examples of all different types...and we
seldom pause to think about what type of material we are
reading!

Now with the Clinton sex scandal all over the place, the
issue of freedom of the press is being hotly debated all
over again. Granted that there are more than a few cases
of irresponsible journalism out there...but the other side of
it is that we're also being fed a lot of information from the
Clinton White House that just doesn't make sense! And
who will dissect it all and sift out the truth that's being so
earnestly kept from us? It will be the American free
press...

In the world of golf that we all know and love, there is
quite a variety of printed material that is published each
month for the golfing public and those, like us, that are
involved with golf as professional people. Much of it is
really informative and fun to read...but hardly cutting edge
or controversial.

Some of the commentary pieces that I've written for
The Grass Roots have ruffled a few feathers in the
GCSAA world...and I venture to say that one or two in
particular would not have been printed in most other state
chapter publications. And not that I am any sort of earth-
shaking writer...but isn't it more stimulating to read some-
thing a little controversial...with a strong opinion to it...as
opposed to the typical turfgrass literary style?

That free press quality, that lack of censorship, that
seeking out of strong opinion and truth...that good journal-
istic quality...is precisely what makes your chapter jour-
nal... The Grass Roots...so great. In much the same
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