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TURF PROS

Nobody knows turf like the folks
at Olds Seed Company. Whether
it's a tee box or fairway, rough
or green, the experts at Olds
evaluate your specific situation,
make recommendations, and
deliver exactly what you need
to make your turf look its
finest. (Which makes you look
pretty fine, too.)

Choose from
our wide selection
of proven bentgrass
performers, such as:
• Providence
• Penncross
• Pennlinks
• Penneagle
• Putter
• Dominant

And ask about our custom
mixture programs formulat-

ed for your site and budget.

You'll never come up short at
Olds. We contract with numerous
research and production firms so
we have access to the best varieties
available. Give us a call today
and we'll help you improve your
turf score.

P.O. Box 7790 • 2901 Packers Ave.
Madison, WI 53707-7790

800-356-7333
608-249-9291

Seed you can count on

Plus a whole lot more
Mulches
Establisher

Low Maintenance
Care-free Fine Fescue

Erosion Control/Blankets
Futerra

Wildflowers/Grasses
For reclamation areas

52



(Continued from page 51)
It Was A Strange But Nearly Normal
Winter, by Monroe S. Miller,
May/June, p. 7.

A Cold, Dry And Windy Spring In
Wisconsin, by Monroe S. Miller,
July/August, p. 6.

A Summer Summary, by Monroe S.
Miller, September/October, p. 16.

Finish Up, Wind Down, by Monroe S.
Miller, November/December, p. 35.

WGCSA
Oh, My Gosh! Did The Couples
Have A Great Time In Oshkosh?,
by Bruce Worzella, January/February,
p. 15.

The Grass Roots Article Index -
1996, by Larry Lennert, March/April,
p. 44.

The Surrounds, by Wayne G.
Horman, January/February, p. 56.
The Surrounds, by Wayne G.
Horman, March/April, p. 52.

Sentryworld To Host 2nd Annual Golf
Course Tour, May/June, p. 15.

1997 Spring Education/Business
Meeting Held, by Brent R. Amann,
May/June, p. 28.

The Surrounds, by Wayne G.
Horman, May/June, p. 56.

The Surrounds, by Wayne G.
Horman, July/August, p. 64.

Blustery Day At Ives Groves, by
Andy Kronwall, July/August, p. 21.

May WGCSA Meeting, by Andy
Kronwall, July/August, p. 25.

Turf Students Spend Week In Racine
At Jacobsen School; WGCSA
Members Serve As Faculty, by
Monroe S. Miller, July/August, p. 54.

July Meeting At Evansville GC,
September/October, p. 7.

June Meeting At Rivermoor CC,
September/October, p. 27.

The Surrounds, by Wayne G.
Horman, September/October, p. 56.

September Meeting At The Wood-
lands, November/December, p. 13.

August Meeting Held At La Crosse
Country Club, November/December,
p. 47.

The Surrounds, by Wayne G.
Horman, November/December,
p. 52.

Wisconsin Pathology Report
Thinking About Biological Control,
by Gary Gaard, May/June, p. 32.

Typhula Tour '97, by Steve Millett,
July/August, p. 22.

Typhula Zones, by Steve Millett,
September/October, p. 28.

Wisconsin Soils Report
In Retrospect—And Looking To The
Future, by Dr. Wayne R. Kussow,
January/February, p. 44.

Four Popular Myths About Turf, by
Dr. Wayne R. Kussow, July/August,
p. 41.

On The Forefront Of Turf Research,
by Dr. Wayne R. Kussow,
November/December, p. 40. ̂ tf

COLUMBIA ParCar m.
of WISCONSIN

Gas & Electric Golf Cars & Utility Vehicles
• New, Used and Reconditioned
• Full Sales and Service
• Additional Cars for Special Events
• Lease Financing Available

Eagle Sponsor
of the Golf

Course Owners
of Wisconsin.

SALES & SERVICE
3696 Burke Road • Madison, Wl

(608) 249-6600

Proudly Manufactured By
Wisconsin Craftsmen



1 9 9 7 - 1 9 9 8 S U P P L I E S C A T A L O G

CENTURY RAIN AID I

Legacy Central Control System

Legacy Coif Rotors

CALL CENTURY FOR
SOLUTIONS AND A

FREE GOLF CATALOG
Century Golf professionals have
provided golf course irrigation

systems for more than
30 years. We offer technical
assistance and can help you
with sprinklers, valves and

controllers • pump stations •
drainage • landscape lighting •
aerating fountains and more.

CALLTODAY

47-4272
CENTURY GOLF PROFESSIONAL - WISCONSIN

John Markestad • 608-742-0377

LEGACY GOLF NOW AVAILABLE IN THESE MAJOR MARKETS

ALABAMA • DELAWARE • FLORIDA • GEORGIA • ILLINOIS • INDIANA • MARYLAND • MICHIGAN • MINNESOTA

NEW JERSEY • NORTH CAROLINA • PENNSYLVANIA • SOUTH CAROLINA • VIRGINIA • WEST VIRGINIA • WISCONSIN • ONTARIO, CANADA



From Across The Country

WHAT PRICE GLORY?
By Joel D. Jackson

Editor's Note: This editorial
appears here with permission from
Joel Jackson, editor of The Florida
Green. Joel is one of the most articu-
late golf course superintendents I've
met, a good thinker and a very witty
man. Both traits are evident in this
piece, which appeared in the fall 1997
issue of the journal he edits for the
Florida Golf Course Superintendents
Association.

Why do we do it to ourselves?
While it may be true that a super-

intendent is often his/her own worst
critic, superintendents striving for suc-
cess and perfection drive changes in
the industry.

Ironically, it is these same superin-
tendents what also create many
woes we face. In the south, we have
been living on the edge for the past
decade trying to manage 30-year-old
grasses to suicidal green speeds
beyond the biology of the plant. A
reprieve may be on the horizon in the
form of a crop of new ultra dwarf
grasses...a case where the turf
breeders have been forced by
legions of frustrated and often fired
superintendents to do something to
meet the insatiable demand for
speed by today's golfer. It was a
matter of survival or lunatic glory.

And now with a glimmer of hope
and reason in the form of these new
grasses, what do I see superinten-
dents doing on national television?
Hand mowing fairways!

I can reluctantly accept the fact
that it may be possible at a major
event. When over a hundred superin-
tendents, suppliers, friends and vol-
unteers gather to experience the aura
and history of a major tournament,
reality becomes blurred and your
wildest maintenance fantasies can
come true. When your fleet of equip-
ment is supplemented by loaners and
attended by extra mechanics, the
impractical becomes the possible.

These magical mystical events are

things legends are made of. Courses
resurrected from floods. Balls rolling
off greens from people breathing too
hard. Knee deep rough. Greens, tees
and approaches pinstriped and
checker boarded.

Hey guys, it looks great on TV, but
I don't play golf from a blimp.

And now, hand-mowing fairways?
Television is the great instigator.

After touting and publicizing hand-
mowed fairways at two events this
year, the 1997 US Open and the
1997 PGA Championship, the ques-
tion is already being asked, "What
would it take to hand mow our fair-
ways?"

It was a hypothetical question, but
the fact that it was asked at all is
depressing. Status is a mysterious
thing. And money can buy status.
And if you have the money, by
jiminy, you can hand mow your fair-
ways to your heart's content.

A quick review of the fairway fias-
coes at the Open and the PGA
revealed a staff of 25 was required
just to mow the fairways. Let's
see...25 people at $6.00 an hour, 4
to 4.5 hours per mowing, three mow-
ings per week, 52 weeks per year =
$93,000 per year in labor alone...just
to mow fairways?

Where are these people going to
park their cars when they come to
work? How are the people and
equipment going to fit in a mainte-
nance building that is most likely
undersized and poorly designed any-
how? How many more mechanics
will be hired to service the expanded
fleet of mowers and utility vehicles
assuming they don't just walk each
mower around the course?

And who are these highly dedicat-
ed and motivated people and will
they be used 40 hours per week?
They could make one heck of a
bunker and cart path edging crew on
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Could your
budget take a $312,000 hit in the
labor line item?

This whole discussion is prepos-
terous and yet I know that at some
club somewhere, hand mowers will
find their way onto the fairways as an
everyday routine. Status will demand
it, and we will have done it to our-
selves again. ^ /
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