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The President's Message

My Thoughts on Afterthoughts
By Mark Kienert

"It'll never happen again!" Those
were the words spoken to me by a
former club president as he tried to
explain, somewhat apologetically, for
not having invited me to the club's
invitational awards dinner. His
embarrassment came as he over-
heard one the club's assistant golf
pros ask me why he didn't see me
at the reception last night. You auto-
matically know my reply if you have
been in this business for any length
of time; you've probably been in a
similar situation like this yourself. "I
wasn't invited," was my simple reply.
I recall a story of a former employer
who was invited to a "black tie" affair
on the same day of the event!
Needless to say, he didn't go.
My ego is not as brittle as it once

was, and I have started to catalog
events that have occurred to me in
my mind searching for simple omis-
sions. I began to question why the
green department was always the last
to be informed. I'm sure it has some-
thing to do with the "trickle down" the-
ory. Most clubs operate within com-
mittees and by the time the commit-
tee meets to finalize last minute
details, they truly are last minute
details. This forces most of us in the
green department to scramble like
mad, once again pulling the rabbit
from the hat. Even as late as mid-
summer last year, I walked into the
pro shop and asked the question,
"How come we have so many players
on the course? We have a 9:00
o'clock shotgun, haven't we?"
The look on his face told me all I

needed to know. "Oh my, I forgot to
call you, didn't I?" The shotgun had
been canceled due to a lack of inter-
est and moved to a tee time format
instead. Now I'm here to tell you that
the golf pro here at Bull's Eye is one
of my best friends. In all the activity of
running his business, he forgot to tell
me or anyone on my staff that the
shotgun had been canceled. We were

prepared; the crew had reported early
for work to get the job done. I do,
however, have this fear that I will
somehow overlook an important start-
ing time and find our crew caught and
cornered on the course without it
being setup and ready for play.
If you have had this experience,

you have been the victim of, as I like
to call it, an "afterthought." As a trib-
ute to our status as sometimes forgot-
ten heroes of golf, I named my col-
umn in our clubs newsletter "Green
Afterthoughts." It seems for some rea-
son club department heads are the
last to be included in the communica-
tion loop. Naming my column "Green
Afterthoughts" was a bit of sarcasm
on my part as I find most club
newsletters to be woefully late in
delivering timely communications to
our memberships.
With that in mind, I began to

search out new ways to communicate
directly to our golfing membership. I
placed important information up on

the bulletin board leading to both the
men and women's locker room, think-
ing that would ease the problem. Like
the late sixties song, "Signs, signs,
everywhere a sign," these signs didn't
produce the results I was after either.
I recall the incredulous look I
received from a board member whom
stated that she never saw the aerlfl-
cation notice.
"It was hanging right next to where

you post your handicap scores," I
replied. "Oh! I never read those," she
said. If you're like me, you have taken
the steps of posting notices on locker
room doors. clubhouse entrance doors
and signs on the first and tenth tees. I
have often thought it might take leas-
ing the Goodyear blimp just to get my
message across to the membership.
I know that public opinions are

changing and have finally caught up
with the times. In the January issue of
"Golf Digest," a whopping 48 percent
of golfers questioned in that survey

(Continued on page 5)
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• Free cost analysis for disposal of waste inventory
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Liesch Environmental Services, Inc.
6000 Gisholt Drive, Suite 203. Madison, WI 53713
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• Reduced risk to environmental
resources

'~ ,.,,- ,'W~" .

For more information contact !~r,
your authorized Zeneca distributor
or call Zeneca Professional Pr()cl}jl,cts
Toll Free at 1-888-617-7690. . w;

'".

.,

• . ZENECAPrbfessionalProducts ;;'"
l\J,\"J.y~ read and follow label directions camfu.l1v. -, < "

, .',
HERIT.I\GE~ is J. trademark of a Zenec~ Group Company. ©1997. Zcncca lnc.



ALL YOUR TURF PRODUCT NEEDS
UNDER ONE ROOF

(Continued from page 3)
stated that the golf course superinten-
dent was the single mosl important
person in the game of golf. Forty-
eight percent is decent, but we should
not be satisfied with this number. In
speaking with colleagues, we con-
cluded almost universally that the per-
centage would not have been that
high five years ago.
It is my belief that with this kind of

recognition there is an underlining
measure of responsibility that goes
with our new found credibility. I hope
you stand ready and accept the chal-
lenge when opportunity presents
itself. Image is an important measure
of this success. Education, hard work
and a simple modicum of profession-
alism will carry many of us a long
way. Imagine how I felt when I was
told that the winner of the American
Society of Golf Course Architects golf
hole design contest donned a base-
ball cap as he received his award
from Jack Nicklaus. Oh my! He
should know that we are no longer
weedpickers in bib overhauls. Our
attire has changed from T-shirts to
golf shirts. Once thought of as "old
Jake" down by the "barn," we are
now known as golf course managers

in the maintenance center. I enjoyed
a measure of success when the
board of directors refers to our future
maintenance building as the "Green
Section Service Center."
Now, as golf course managers

preparing for the twenty-first century,
our jobs have become even more
conspicuous in the way in which we
conduct our everyday business lives.

We have raised the bar to a new
level simply by our hard work and loy-
alties to the game and clubs that
employ us. For myself, I know things
have changed since I'm expected to
be a part of a "let's talk golf' seminar
that is to be held in May at our club. I
still wasn't asked. but this time I knew
that was expected to be there. This
time I wasn't an afterthought. ill

-,

FertilizeJ Spring Valley[erfilizers
are made from quality
products like Poly coated
urea, Nunolenee, GSL®

sultote of potash and
Milorgonite®.

Fertilizers are screened
and sized for uniform

spreading.

=

1-800-635-2123
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Saylenl Green

TURFGRASS CRUCIVERBALIST
By Steve Millett
Department of Plant Pathology
University of Wisconsin-Madison

A cruclverbaltst is a maker of
crossword puzzles. A turfgrass cru-
civerbalist is a maker of crossword
puzzles for turfgrass professionals.
For those of you who manage to
handle the New York Times or the
USA Today crossword puzzles, I
apologize for my amateur effort. Let
me or the editor know if you like this
puzzle or if you have any requests
for other puzzles such as word
search, kriss kress, quote falls or
cryptograms. I would like to hear from
you at smm@plantpath.wisc.edu. The
answers will be at the back of the
issue. I hope all is well. W

(Answers on page 53)

ACROSS
1 Grows in shady and moist areas

5 To direct one's efforts

8 Vel's Administration

9 Causes brown patch
11 "Just say "

13 Extrasensory perception

14 Late singer Orbison

16 Turnover

17 Dr. Necrotic Ring Spot

19 Heated discussion

20 Extended play

21 An expert

23 Verb form of be

24 Center of the Northern half of the
Western hemisphere

28 To obtain

29 Macintosh

30 Legend Dr. Houston ..
32 President Nixon

34 Research assistant

35 Bad, ill, unfavorable

37 Extreme, radical

40 Ears do this

43 Blue prints of life

44 Teaching assistant

45 My dog's name and the King of
Rock & Roll

46 Lethargy; drunken
47 Clay, sand and _

49 The Roots

53 Indigestion

55 Age, day, time, epoch
56 Reggie likes to do this

57 Honey, darling, sweetheart

22 Route

24 Football's World Champions

25 id est

26 Sex Pistol's song

27 Political Action Committee
31 Controls: biological, chemical & _
32 UW PPath grad who worked with

Monteith for USGA

33 Railroad

36 Lane

38 An audible blow

39 Expose to circulating air

41 Electron volt

42 Plural of #5 across

45 A cutting quality

46 Street

48 Stull in a pen

50 Railroad

51 Alcoholics Anonymous

52 Saint

54 Besides home runs, Babe Ruth had lots
of these

DOWN

1 UW PPath grad and 2nd USGA
Green Prez

2 Senior

3 Full of color
4 The Wizard of

5 Tennis serve term

6 internal Transcribed Spacer

7 Floor cleaning device

8 'King of Turt Pathology' trom MSU

10 Blights that kill overnight

12 Said at accident
15 Ohio

18 Chemicals that kill fungi
19 Nirvana spin-oil the " Fighters"

21 Rhizoctonia sclani causes brown
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The Editor's Notebook

It WasA Strange but Nearly Normal Winter
By Monroe s. Miller

Freeze/thaw repeated five times.
Lots of snow falls yet never much on
the ground. Not very cold, at least for
any extended periods. Snow at inop-
portune times-Reinders conference,
USGA regional conference-but within
a few inches of the average. Statistics
will say it was a "typical" winter.
That was winter where I live in

Wisconsin; most likely it was different
where you live, especially if you live
up north, say Oshkosh and beyond.
We were getting ready to open in
Madison and Randy Witt hadn't seen
any of his course yet in Green Bay.
In northern northern Wisconsin, by
mid-March Hurley had recorded
almost 260 inches of snow! Jeff
Gregos' snow mold field days should
be very revealing this spring.
Anyway, when spring does finally

arrive and golf courses open from
south to north, most of us are ready
for it. Fresh air, green grass, players,
new machinery-they all make
for bad cases of spring fever for
most golf course superintendents.
Summaries from Wisconsin Ag
Statistics Service are here for your
records and comparisons.

THE WINNING EDGE.

• REWARDedge' DLJlgr.. , 'nd !>ro.dlo.f w.od,

• Works fastor than Ro"""u~ and Rnale

• ooo,n'( harm non·mgot ,.~.t'Uio". fi'h and wildlife

• la!>olodfor golf coursc,. r.,ideoti.1 .nd oommorcialturf.
~reenho",e" "",,erie •• riyht-o!-way. """ equali< ,itU'"D'"

1.800.362.8049
--~"~.~..,~'"~~~''-'''_._'"-' """"~O"', .. ,"

Twenty-five year members in 1997, L to R: John Krutilla, Chuck Frazier, Don Ferger &
Monroe Miller. Jim Belfield wasn't able to attend.

•
Our course wasn't opened by

Easter this year. The sacred Sunday
was early in 1997. It falls from March
22 to April 25, so some years Easter
brunch at the Club has members and
guests looking over a very green golf
course. Not this Easter.
"Why?" you might ask? (I did).

Here's the reason: Easter is celebrat-
ed on the first Sunday after the first
full moon after the vernal equinox.
Therefore, this date involves a lunar
concept to it.
The exception to this rule is if the

first post-equinox full moon falls on a
Sunday. Celebrating Easter on that
day would coincide with Passover,
which always begins at the full moon.
Easter, in this case, occurs one week
later.

•
Best bumper sticker seen since

the last issue of The Grass Roots:
How can you tell when Slick Willie
Clinton is lying? His lips are moving!

•
7

I hadn't given it a thought until
Charlie Shaw called me sometime in
mid-winter to make certain I would be
attending the WGCSA spring busi-
ness meeting. Along with four others.
I was going to receive a plaque rec-
ognizing 25 years as a WGCSA
member. Of the group-Ferger,
Belfield, Krutilla, Frazier and Miller-
four had spent their entire 25 years
at the same club! Only in
Wisconsin-Belfield at Tripoli, Ferger
at CC of Beloit, Frazier at Nakama
GC and Miller at Blackhawk CC. And
it isn't like John Krutilla has moved all
over God's half acre, either.
Community, stability, persistence-

those are marks of the boys from
Wisconsin. And as I think back, the
25 year classes of the past have
pretty much been the same.

•
Last summer was a tough year for

Wisconsin in the battle with gypsy
moths. The Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture sprayed 970 acres around
Kellner, which sits on the Wood and

(Continued on page 9)





(Continued from page 7)
Portage county line east of Wisconsin
Rapids, but it was an ineffective
treatment. WDATCP officials aren't
sure why, but it could have been the
rainy weather.
At any rate, the acreage set for

1997 treatment for moth control has
increased by 900% to 10,240 acres
along the Wood/Portage county line,
almost one-fourth of the total acres
scheduled to be sprayed in Wisconsin
this year. All told, 40,000 acres at 24
sites in 13 counties will be sprayed to
kill the caterpillars which eat leaves of
more than 300 tree and shrub
species. Defoliation can kill these val-
ued landscape features.
The gypsy moth problem took a

new tum in late March when the U.S.
Department of Agriculture ordered
Wisconsin to inspect all products sold
by orchards, nurseries, Christmas
tree farms, lumber companies and
"anything that is stored outside"
before it is sold. The inspectors will
look for eggs of the moth in four
counties in northeast Wisconsin-
Brown, Door, Manitowoc and
Kewaunee. Fourteen other counties
in the northeast are labeled "transi-
tion" counties. All 18 may be quaran-
tined by WDATCP.
Extensive trapping by WDATCP

(we have participated for years) has-
n't turned up huge numbers of adults,
but state inspectors discovered lots
of egg masses in these counties
along the Lake Michigan border.
Quarantines aren't cheap. We now

have only 1 1/2 state employees
dedicated to the gypsy moth pro-
gram; in contrast, Michigan has 50 -
60 full-timers who do nothing but
search the state for egg masses.

Bob Brame has visited Wisconsin twice
this spring to speak for the USGA green
section - at the WGCSA spring business
meeting and at the USGA regional confer-
ence in Kohler.

This problem is clearly a bad
moon on the rise.

from putting the touch on Asians at a
Buddhist temple, the sale of the
Lincoln bedroom and freebie rides on
Air Force One, free coffee with Willie
at the White House, to God only
knows what else, has disgusted near-
ly everyone in the country (except
politicians). GCSAA doesn't need to
be in on that nonsense.
Since the question was posed,

one wonders if somebody in
Lawrence actually thought we should
engage in such wasteful silliness.
Would GCSAA members have had a
vote in how such money would have

(Continued on page 10)

•
The last issue of GCSAA's

Newsline reported on the results of a
member survey. I completed the
questionnaire myself and was dumb-
founded by one of the questions. To
paraphrase, some genius in GCSAA
asked "if we should start a PAC."
It was a breathtaking question,

considering the stench coming out of
Washington, D.C. since the election
of Clinton and AI (he's your pal) Gore.
Their political fund raising schernes-

Wisconsin Average Precipitation
October 1,1996· March 31, 19971/

District Total Normal Departure Percent of
from normal normal

Northwest 13.40 9.40 4.00 143
North Central 12.79 9.70 3.08 132
Northeast 12.99 10.43 2.56 125
West Central 13.59 9.19 4.40 148
Central 10.60 10.11 0.50 105
East Central 10.47 10.69 -0.22 98
Southwest 11.88 10.03 1.85 118
South Central 11.18 10.86 0.32 103
Southeast 11.14 11.67 -0.54 95
State 12.30 10.01 2.29 123
1/Prellmlnary. Source: Matthew Menne, State Climatologist.

.,
~

~ MAXIMUM FROST DEPTH
1996 - 1997 (Inches)

o <.
~ 1_6
B 7_12
Il83 13-U
EEIJ 2~ - 36rn )7_48
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(Continued from page 9)
been spent? Would we have held an
election to decide on who was to
receive our endorsement and money?
Fortunately, members responded

with a 63% negative response. That
should answer the question for a
long, long time. Like forever.

•
I received a nice letter from Dr.

John Stier a few weeks ago. He and
his wife Valerie have purchased a
home in the Stoughton area; you can-
not miss the coincidence since O.J.
Noer grew up on a Stoughton farm.
John will pick up the responsibili-

ties of the turfgrass extension position
in the Department of Horticulture in
late April. Most likely he will spend
the summer familiarizing himself with
the turfqrass industries in Wisconsin
and all the problems that will require
his attention. He also has a course in
turigrass science to teach this fall and
that preparation will require some of
his time.
Then there are grant proposals to

write, research to get organized and a
hundred other things that go along
with any new job. Whenever we can,
we can be counted on to lend a hand
to this new faculty member. We will
get him to some WGCSA meetings
and start his career as a Grass Roots
author. And maybe Tom Harrison can
give him some lessons on living
among the Norwegians. Stoughton
has more than a few!

One of the most accomplished speakers at
the UW-Madlson, Phil Pellitteri addressed
golf turf insect problems.

•
Thanks to Reinders and to the

USGA for two excellent late winter
conferences. Only those among us
who have served on committees that

The busy crowd at Reinders 13th turf conference grew to 1,300!

Snow and Frost Depths, Wlnlsc 1996_97

Snow Dep1h. Frost Depth.

Monll1 19$-96 1996-971/ N"""ol21 1995_96 199&9711 Nmrnal21

Date Inche. Dot~ Inen... Ine~... ""
,_. 0.. ,_.

In""'"
Early [lecember ,m " 111:19 B as ,m " 11129 s a "Mid-[}ooomber 12115 ., 12113 " " 'm, e e 12113 " "Lots December ,m. s a ,m, " ,. ,m. ., 1.127 '0 "Mid-January 111~ e e '"0 e.r ,0 1/12 12.0 1110 " 11.1
Lale January '"' 16,0 ,n, ,. s.s ,a, 14,8 '"' 10.5 14.5
Mid.Fobruary m 14.0 ur 1~.2 10.1 m 1M -m 11.9 17,0
Late Fobruary zm e.e ,,, aa ae m, 19.9 '"' 10.4 17.7
Mid_March ce " srr " t.a m 1S,5 W e.t 15,3
Late March W, z.o W, e s ae ,a, 13.9 '"' s s 10.6
Aver'ges " r.z " 13.2 t 112

llSurvey d.tes 'ar'f beIw""" 1995-96 an" 1996-97. 21 1961·96 and 1962·97 """",ses

M"",n Temp""''''n> and Cl<>J>Ortun>from Norm.l. fohn>nhel~ Wln"r 1996.97

October NOliember [}ooomber Jonu.ry Februory Merell Six monthS
locaUon

A.g, '" AVQ. Dep. '" ue '" ue , '" ~,AV9· Dep. '" oee.
Modi,on ee.e ~,28.7 ., ll' 0.s 15.7 ~,~4.1 a s ~,r.e ~~••Milwau_ ~~.3 ,. 33,1 4' 27,1 zr ~., t.s ae.a " 35,9 " ~,t.eGr¥nB.y ~,_1.3 26.5 ·5.9 ,1.7 , .s 15.1 0' 21.1 " 26.9 ·1.1 26.3 ••L. Crosse 51.7 " 2S.2

., 19,9 " 14.7 ., ~4.8 ,. 33.9 U 30.2 t.a
D<Jlutn 43,5 -o.t 23.9 40 11.2 _1.6 " ., 14.8 " 23.1 -1.3 20,6 -0,8

Source: MIllthow Menne. stale Climolologi ...

Totol F",elpitalion and Departu .. from Normal, Wahlr Equivalent In""83, Wlnhlr 1996-97

OctOber November December January Fobru""" Meren Six montn,
l.o<;otion

Total Dep, TOlal Dep. Total Dep, Total '" Tot.1 '" Tot.1 ~,Total '"M.dison 3.14 0.97 1.01 -1,08 1.27 -0,57 'M 0.29 '.00 1.42 'M -0.63 10.62 0.40
Milwaukee '00 0.59 0.63 ·1.86 1.53 ·0.60 1.26 ,. ,.47 ,~'00 _2.01 955 -3,42
Gr.o" Bav ,~0,70 0,80 -1.36 H9 0,~6 t z t oe. ,~0.'7 1.92 -0.13 '0.75 0.50
La Cro.. e '00 0.78 4.45 ~.72 1.42 0.15 1.80 0.87 1.16 0.26 3.09 1.13 14.90 5,91
Dulut~ '00 0,59 3.95 1.80 0,86 -0.38 ." -0.28 0.37 -{I,43 1.39 -0.52 10.59 0.79

Source: Matlhew Menne, Stato Climatol0sist.

Tolal Snowfall and Departure from Normal, Inohe5. Winter 1996-~1

Dolober November December Jonuory February M.reh Six rnont~s
location rcter eec. Tot.1 ces. 'rotar '" Tol.1 ", Tot.l Dop. TOI.I Dep. Tot.1 '"MOdI..,n u.u ·0.2 s s " er 40 13.1 rr 15.0 " rr _5.6 43-4 t.s

Milw.u'oe " " t.s -1,4 ., -1.1 ~3,6 10,5 10.7 ., ,. -8.1 45.B "'Groon Bey r " " t.z 19.4 ., 17.2 e e 15.5 " 20.7 11.8 76.5 32,4
La ero.5e o.c -c.r 12.2 t e 11.3 a.a 11.1 r c 10.9 a.a 20.4 11.4 65.9 25.2
D"luth "' -1.2 15.9 " ea.a ~,35,5 ISA e.e -2,6 23.6 10,~ 1.6.0 M'
T Traoo. $o"roo: Ma1lh..... Mon"". State Climalologigt
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