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Our cover features the favorite
hole of Tom Harrison and of Vince
Monahan. Tom's golf course, Maple
Bluff Country Club, will host this
year's Wisconsin State Open.
Vince's course, Milwaukee Country
Club, will host the 1895 Wisconsin
State Amateur Golf Tournament.
Milwaukee CC is celebrating its
centennial year. Tom enjoys the
sixth hole at the Bluff (top) and
Vince likes the eighteenth (bottom)
at MCC best.

The superb artwork is once again
presented by Jennifer L. Eberhardt.
Thanks to this talented artist.

| want to capture summer
In the middle of a dawn,
Press it fast between two pages now,
Before the magic's gone,
“Anguist”
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The President’s Message

By Mike Semiler

ko

/| Fairness

|

There are occasions when | get a
sense of being completely helpless.
This feeling always seems to come in
the middle of the summer during hot
and dry spells. It starts with one small
occurrence, and then steamrolls in an
entire series of events that finally cul-
minate in one major ordeal.

The latest ordeal started about two
weeks ago when a normally reliable
pin setter decided to break the
monotony by setting the pin in num-
ber 18 green on the top of a mound.
The pin placement was clearly an
unfair setting for the golfers, but this
fine young person decided to put it
there anyway.

You can imagine the uproar that
followed because of the principles
which were broken that morning. My
guidelines on pin placement dictate
that all locations should be fair for the
golfer. This one clearly was not!

A few mornings later, in a matter of
minutes after leaving the building, all
of the equipment was back in the
maintenance facility for needed
repairs. Normally, we would have
dealt with this in a cool, calm manner.
However, this morning was our first
shotgun start, and speed was of the
essence. Unbelievable,” | thought,
“how every piece can leave in perfect
working order, and return in such a
short time for needed repairs.” | must
have walked under a stepladder that
morning.

The final straw came a few days
later on a rainy morning, when |
decided it was time to clean out some
old files. Included in this assortment
were some past newspaper and mag-
azine articles that | kept because
something in them caught my atten-
tion and | figured | could use them
later. Two of these articles pertained
to two new courses that were on the
verge of opening to play for the first

time. Included in the articles were
lengthy comments about the staff
additions made to the clubs, namely
the golf professional and the club-
house manager.

The articles gave very pleasant
histories of these gentlemen and the
positions they had previously held.
Overall, they were very well written
articles. Except for one thing. The
authors forgot to mention one very
key element in these golf course
operations — the golf course superin-
tendent! Shame on the authors for
forgetting one of the most important
people at any golf club.

The two superintendents at these
two clubs had every right to be angry,
because, once again, they were left
out of the limelight. Their names did
not appear in print and they received
absolutely no recognition for the hard
work they had done in the establish-
ment of these golf courses. Most of
that work had been completed before
the golf pro or clubhouse manager
were even hired. Nor did they receive
any respect for the future value they
would give to their respective mem-
berships.

Those two superintendents were
not the only losers when these arti-
cles appeared in print. Every golf
course superintendent, everywhere,
lost a little bit of identity that day. In
addition, all the readers who read
those articles were losers also. They
weren’t given the whole story.

" The readers were being misled
because the assumption in the arti-
cles was that the wonderful golf
course the golfers were enjoying was
there because of some faceless and
a nameless identity. What a shame
the readers did not get to know those
two superintendents. They deserved
better than that, and so did the super-
intendents.

Readers were being misinformed
because one very key element in the
management of those two clubs were
left out. Without the golf course
superintendent, most golf clubs would
not exist nor survive as they do now.
Not many positions in the golf club
can say that!

| wish | could go back to that day
when the pin location was misplaced
on the 18th green and start all over.
Maybe things would have turned out
differently. My rule to employees on
pin placements is to be fair. My rules
on recognition and mutual respect
are also to be fair. Unfortunately, not
everyone plays by my set of rules,
and on this morning, | did not feel golf
course superintendents were treated

fairly. W




Our Growing
Reputation.

For more than 107 years we've thrown our reputation
y P

in the dirt, and every year it grows green and lush.

That’s because we're not your ordinary seed company.

We work with a half dozen seed producers in the
Pacific Northwest so that we can offer you a broad
portfolio of top-quality seed.

Our certified seed technologist, horticulturists, and

agronomists are here for you. They’re a ream of turf
experts you can talk with when you encounter difficult

growing situations.

They'll accurately analyze your problems and
recommend seed mixtures that will grow vigorous
and strong.

For situations that call for easy-to-use
prepackaged blends, we offer a full line of proven
top-quality choices, specifically designed for

the Upper Midwest.

We know speed of delivery may be critical.
That’s why we have Qlds Priority Shipping.
Your seed is on your loading dock 24 to

48 hours after you place your order.

That's fast and convenient.

If you have any questions about seed availability,
pricing or usage, please call us toll free at

1-800-356-7333.

QLIS

P.O. Box 7790
2901 Packers Avenue

1-800-356-7333

Madison, W1 53707-7790
FAX 608-249-0695

1-608-249-9291




The Editor’s Notebook

THE PERPETUAL SPRING

‘ By Monroe S. Miller

Often times in Wisconsin, and probably elsewhere too,
there is grousing about our spring season. The complaints,
distilled down to a common denominator, go something like
“we don't have a spring season in Wisconsin. We go from
winter to summer in about a week.”

That may be true some years, but not this year. In our
town, golf courses opened earlier than ever before; winterkill
was sparse and hopes were high.

Shortly after that early opening, however, the pleasant
weather went south (or some other direction from here),
leaving one of the coolest springtimes | can recall. There
weren't many players on Wisconsin’s golf courses, and the
flags of Memorial Day fluttered in temperatures that were
barely above 60°.

Everything was delayed—even by Memorial Day week-
end not all of the trees were fully leafed out. It seemed to me
that the University Arboretum had an exceptionally long and
beautiful and late display of apple blossoms and lilacs.
That’s one thing nobody could complain about. And by June
1st, soil temps at two inches in our fairways were still below
60 degrees F, telling me that summer patch might be con-
trolled by less material this season.

Annual flowers, weed control, aerification and a host of
other activities normally completed “by the calendar” were
running late this year. The lack of sunshine and enough
rainfall to keep conditions wet hampered golf course work in
Wisconsin, too. Instead of being done with by Memorial
Day, the seeding of annual bluegrass was just reaching its
peak. The groomer units were out in full force, trying to thin
and speed up greens for holiday events. Pretty much, that
doesn’t work. Nature has the final say. And on the Memorial
Day weekend, rain put the concemn about green speed to
rest in many parts of the state.

Once again recorded here are the excellent stats from

the Wisconsin Agricultural Statistics Office and our state cli-
matologist for your edification.

®

Most members of the WGCSA are well aware of the
Wisconsin Department of Justice’s public intervenor office.
Who could forget the town of Casey suit and how much worry
and money were spent as a result? Russ Weisensel was
occupied for a couple of years working to solve that dilemma.

In May, the legislature’s Joint Finance Committee decid-
ed to ax the public intervenor’s office from the Department
of Justice. It eliminates all but one position and moved it to
the DNR.

The new public intervenor would be prohibited by law
from taking any action in court or from even participating
with other groups. The intervenor would also have to with-
draw from current lawsuits.

This was just one more move as elected officials work to
reduce government, bureaucracies and bureaucrats.
Predictably, certain groups were slathered with outrage in
this town. It is fun to watch and listen to the goings on.

From the Joint Finance Committee the issue moves to
the Senate and Assembly floors. We will watch for the out-
come.

Everything in this life comes at a price, and UW-Madison
entomologist Phil Pellitteri says the price for our mild winter
past will be more insect problems this summer. He includes
on his list some golf course favorites — cutworms and
armyworms.

Be prepared; Phil is usually right in his predictions.

®
(Continued on page 7)
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Update Your Confrol System

Without Damaging Any Turf

Single Source
Control of Irrigation | .
Systems Saves You |
Time & Money! |

Two-Way Radio
Communication

Eliminates Expense of
Direct Communication Wire!

( Buckner  COPS Universal . Run Eenting

(Computer Oriented Programming Systems) From Your Office Desk

EZ TO INSTALL

Cops works with any existing irrigation electric
controller, regardiess of make or manufacturer

¢ Operate up to 1500 stations with each of 99 different programs

e Group any field unit and station with any other station or field
unit in a slave/master relationship in any order the system requires

¢ Program an infinite number of start fimes per station, each with
its own independent run fime

¢ Assign a unigue valve designation to run independently from
the rest of the program

e Program station run times from one minute to nine hours and
fifty nine minutes in one-minute settings

e Operate manually, semi-automatically, or in a syringe program

¢ Control valves, lights, fountains, security or any device where
a 24 volt relay can be used

¢ Use a hand held portable radio to turn stations on or off and
program run times for those manual operations

Computer Requirement
* 48;’;1 Pp%s%rgé Col\rgwspg%g Plus Many More Benefits!
Wi = or -
« 1 MB RAM Call Today For A Free Quote 1-800-347-4272

« 80 MB Hard Disk Drive

e 3 /2" or 5 /4" Diskette Drive
Recommended

Phone modem with
communication software,
dot matrix or laser printer

GENTURY RAIN AID




Gone Fishing,

Thanks to -3-22 with Team:

For controlling grassy weeds and restoring potash
levels, there's no more economical, effective and time-saving
combination than Country Club® 7-3-22 with Team* pre-

emergence herbicide.
So start applying an

advanced herbicide and fertilizer Country CIU‘b
in just one step. And take advan- 7' 3 - 22 @"

tage of all that free time formare W ! T H T E A M
leisurely pursuits.

*Trademark of DowElanca.
Country Club® is the Registered Trademark of Lebanan Chemical Carparation.

Frank Baden
Territory Manager
Bettendorf, IA

(319) 332-9288 © 1901 Lebanon Turf Products

(Continued from page 5)

The 1995 Masters is past awhile now, but closure for me
cannot come without a comment about the winner, Ben
Crenshaw. It is safe to say that Ben Crenshaw is a good
guy and a deserving Masters champ.

Thanks to Milt Engelke, | was given the opportunity to
have breakfast with Crenshaw at the GCSAA conference in
Dallas a year and a half ago. He was there for Engelke’s
Bentgrass Research Inc., which developed Crenshaw
creeping bentgrass. He struck me as a thoroughly sincere
man who was very interested in bentgrass greens in Texas.

No wonder. This guy showed again, this time at Augusta,
that he can putt. No matter that he is 43 years old.

Who cannot be pleased every time you see a nice guy
finish first?

)

| received a great letter from Jim Latham early in May.
You'll be glad to know that he and Lois are doing well in
retirement.

He reports he is keeping busy scarring up the golf clubs
“you kind folks presented to me.” He is suffering through
undulated, slick greens cut at 7/64 inches that are resulting
in six hour rounds.

Redtail hawks, turkey buzzards and bobcats can be
counted as neighbors, and his interest in wildlife is growing
daily. Jim sounds like a contented new retiree, a well
deserved emotion. To all of you he says “keep the peace
and give our best regards to all.”

Happy trails to you, until we meet again. Seems impossi-
ble, but that will be in September/October. My, oh my,
where does the time go?! W/

W (ANT THE DAMN
CROUNDS CREW KgEP THIS
RACTICE TEE IN




Finally, a quality light-
weight with plenty of
mowing muscle.
At less than 10 PSI ground
pressure, the all-new
Jacobsen LF-3810 treads
lightly on the most delicate
fairways. Yet its 5 heavy-duty
diameter, 10-blade reels deliver the high torque to handle all kinds of
grasses and conditions beautifully. Plus, 26” balanced reels and our unique
rear roller down pressure system produce tournament quality results at
production mowing speeds, hugging undulations other machines would scalp.

Accessibility you'll flip over.

The entire operator platform and rear hood flip
up, completely out of the way, for easy access to
all key components. Also, the center cutting unit
slides back, for quick, easy adjustments.

Comforting news for operators.

The LF-3810 is loaded with
operator comfort features,
including: full suspension seat
with armrests; 5-position tilt,
power steering; easier two-pedal
hydrostatic drive; full instru-
mentation; even holders for
their favorite soft drink

and personal items.

Transverse engine mounting
helps you handle
slopes with confidence.
This up-front automotive
design produces surprising
traction and excellent
climbing ability in a
2-wheel drive unit.

Lo/}
i

‘]‘

Shown with
optional roll
over protection
structure

THE FIRS

TRULY HEAVY-DUTY
LIGHTWEIGHT.

1917 W. Court
JANESVILLE, WI 53545
608-752-8766

Exclusive SynchroLift control—
Cross cutting at its easiest & most
productive.

A simple push or pull of the syn-
chronized lift levers is all it takes
with this system. The machine auto-
matically raises the reels to turning
height, then lowers them for nimble,
flawless cross cutting,

Maintain a spotless reputation
on the fairway with
GreenSentry™
Our advanced oil
leak detection
system is stan-
dard, to give you
every advantage
possible on the
fairway,
The list goes on
and on.
Variable-speed, power backlapping;
3, 4 or 5 gang operation; heavy-duty
hydraulic system; a 38 hp, liquid-

; - cooled Kubota diesel . . . the quality

features just never seem to quit.

For a complete list of features and
benefits, as well as a complete dem-
onstration, contact your Jacobsen
distributor today.

Tur PROFESSIONALS
CHoice On Turr,

SJACOBSEN

TEXTRON

Jacobsen Division of Textran, Inc.

WISCONSIN TURF EQUIPMENT CORP.

TWO LOCATIONS

21520 W. Greenfield Ave.
NEW BERLIN, WI 53151
414-544-6421



Gazing In The Grass

Wondering about Mowing

By Dr. Frank S. Rossi
Department of Horticulture
University of Wisconsin-Madison

We want shaven carpets of grass
here and there, but what nonsense it
is to shave it as often as foolish men
shave their faces! There are indeed
places where they boast of mowing 40
acres!! William Robinson; The Wild
Garden. 1894

Perspective

| wonder if in 1830 when Edwin
Budding invented and patented the
first mechanical push mowing
machine for turf, he knew the impact
of that act. As with all new technolo-
gies, mechanical mowing was slow to
be adopted, with many courses relying
on sheep to keep the grass mowed
and nurtured. Piper and Oakley in the
1917 classic Turf for Golf Courses,
wrote, “mowing machines are the
most essential elements on every golf
course.” They even went so far as to
recommend horse-drawn machines on
clayey fairways even though ‘the use
of horses may involve some uneven-
ness of the turf due to the footprints of
the animals.”

Anyone with interest in the man-
agement of golf courses might say
that the largest single influence on the
industry over the last 25 years is not
golfer expectations, environmental
issues or labor concerns. Rather it is
reduced mowing heights. Occasionally,
I'll even get a group of superintendents
to actually admit how low they mow.
You'll hear cries of 140 thousandths,
130 thousandths, 125 thousandths
and one or two who whisper, “some-
times | go down to 110 or 105. How
much difference does 15 thousandths
of an inch make on ball roll, wear toler-
ance and disease resistance? Does it
matter how often you mow (mowing
frequency)? Do you actually mow
less when you use growth regula-
tors? Is bench height of .110 on a
triplex the same as .110 on walking
mower? How much roll should an
undulating green have before it is
considered unfair?

Mowing 101

Underground. From a purely physio-
logical perspective, mowing is a shock
to the turfgrass plant. The influences of
low mowing, such as decreased carbo-
hydrate synthesis and storage,
decreased leaf width (except with
Penncross of course), and most signifi-
cantly decreased root growth rate and
total root production are well known.
And while these are all significant influ-
ences, the impact on rooting worries
me the most. Dr. Beard suggested in
the classic, Turfgrass Science and
Culture, that close cutting heights may
stimulate root growth regulator produc-
tion in the leaves. This may help
explain the physiological reason why
plants mowed under close cutting
heights typically have less root mass.
Is this where biostimulants that contain
cytokinins might help rooting under
close mowing?

During my travels this spring |
observed a substantial mass of roots
on putting greens (it always makes me
wonder if some of the concepts |
learned along the way still hold water).
Upon closer inspection | noticed that
there were very few if any root hairs.
Root hairs, which are rarely active for
more than a week, are vital for maxi-
mizing absorption surface area. Are
long roots without hairs as functional
as short roots with hairs? I've seen
beautiful white slender roots growing

down through deep-tine grooves with-
out root hairs. Are these roots helpful
to the plant?

Aboveground. Much of what is
known about modern mowing prac-
tices is based on research conducted
in the early 1960’s by Dr. Jochn
Madison. Dr. Madison indicated that
there are two distinct growth phases
after mowing occurs. The first is the
extension of the cut leaf (about a four
day period) then followed by produc-
tion of new leaves. Daily mowing,
often times multiple daily mowing,
must surely have a substantial impact
on this physiological process.

Turfgrass leaves house the engine
that produces the energy to power the
system we call a plant. It follows that
as you reduce the effective leaf area,
less energy is available for growth and
plant health begins to be compro-
mised. Are we seeing more disease
problems at lower heights? Are the
plants predisposed to these problems
because they are barely chugging
along? Dr. Bruce Clarke at Rutgers
University identified a clear relation-
ship between incidence of summer
patch of annual bluegrass and mowing
height. Raising the height .025"
increases the amount of leaf surface
by 20% and resulted in a 20 to 40%
reduction in disease incidence. They
must be healthier plants.

(Continued on page 11)

TORO TORO
3000 3000
Golf Course Hydroinjection
Bill McMillan
2 MACHINES Serving Central Wisconsin DAY OR
PER COURSE 800490 TURF NIGHT




TURF'S UP.

There's tough mowing ahead! City parks, , TS e filtration. And to protect your engine from
b_?ck yagfds, baseb?li d|amon?s, municipal - : Igw oil conditions, there's optional Qil
sites, golf courses-to name a few. P e Sentrym™

The whole nine yards! s 1 ok Plus, with genuine Kohler parts, a

Through itall, tough Magnum and Command » ol strong dealer network and a two year
engines keep clipping right along. . Koniorangines 1+ industrial strength warranty, Kohler engines keep
~ Kohler's high torque rise cuts jobs down to size . DiRgrE your customers on the cutting edge of their field.
in notime, flat. @rdoa/SwOk  Eor more information about Kohler Magnum and

For power that can cut t, at any angle, Kohler verticals Command engines write Kohler Co., Engine Division,
are equipped with full pressure lubrication and full-flow oil Kohler, Wisconsin 53044. Or call 414-457-4441.

KOHLER
ENGINES
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