telephoto lenses, and 3 or 4 cameras strapped around their
necks, while holding onto your own Canon 850 EOS auto-
focus with a 300 mm zoom lens. Sometimes | felt like a
tourist on vacation. When | was around the professional
photographers, | tried to act like a writer with a camera, and
when | was around the working press, | tried to act like a
photographer. But in reality, | was a golf course superinten-
dent there to look at the U.S. Open in a way that no profes-
sional writer or photographer ever could.

Photographing the players wasn’t as hard as | thought it
would be. | had this picture in my mind of all these high
strung thoroughbred golfers, with nerves as tight as piano
wire, here to play in the biggest tournament of the year. One
false move by me, the snap of the camera’s shutter, the
whir of the camera’s motors on multiple frame shots, me
flinching as a bee flies by, and Curtis Strange snaps. Bingo,
I'm ejected from the tournament for making Curtis miss a
putt during the practice round. Well, it didn’t happen like
that. Photographing the Open was great fun; after all, | was
inside the ropes with the best seat in the house, so to
speak. And the players weren't the primadonnas that you
hear about. They were just there to play in another golf tour-
nament. The crowds, and the cameras, and the reporters
with the same questions they'd already answered twenty
times this season are all just part of the job to them.

The toughest part of my assignment was to try to antici-
pate where the players would be, and where | should posi-
tion myself to get as many shots of players’ faces, and as
few shots of players’ backs, or worse yet, shots of caddies
as they walk between me and the players, as possible.

At one point during the tournament | was working at the
par three 16th green, waiting for Greg Norman to play
through. Greg hit his tee shot onto the green, but past the
hole, which meant he would be putting back toward the tee.
If | positioned myself off to the front left side of the green, I'd
be in position to get some good shots of Norman, especially
if he would happen to make the birdie putt. At least this is
what | thought would happen. Norman walked onto the
green and | got some shots of him. He lined up the putt and
| didn’t shoot, not wanting to disturb his concentration, and
he made the putt. | was ready for the “thrill of victory”
expression but as soon as the birdie dropped, Norman
whirled around with his back toward me and raised his arms
in victory. My mistake. Greg Norman whirled around
because the gallery stands, and more importantly the televi-
sion cameras were all behind the green. ABC got the “thrill
of victory” lock from Greg Norman, and | got a good picture
of his back.

The best part of my assignment was that | was at

Mowing fairways in the warm, early morning haze.

Oakmont's golf course superintendent Mark

Kuhns checking green speed before play. 1994 U.S. Open.

Hand watering greens in the heat of the

Hand raking one of the famous church
pew bunkers at Oakmont.



Oakmont primarily to photograph the golf course mainte-
nance crew in action. | knew their moves, | was allowed to
walk anywhere to photograph their work, and | didn’t have
to fight for position with other photographers to do my job.
Very few national publications or daily newspapers sent
photographers to cover tournament preparations. By the
time the sun was raising high in the sky and the tempera-
tures were heading well into the 90s, my subjects were back
at the golf course maintenance facility washing and greas-
ing their equipment, and | was free to spend the rest of the
day photographing the players, at my leisure.

While working early one morning, photographing the
greens mowing crew in action, | was standing on the putting
surface of #15 green, taking pictures back out into the fair-
way. One of the two young fellows hand mowing the green
came over to inform me that the press was not permitted to
walk on the putting surface. | guess that in spite of my press
credentials, it wasn't apparent from looking at me that | was
a golf course superintendent, working as a photographer at
the direction of Mr. Kuhns. So rather than try to explain the
entire situation to the young man, | simply walked off the
front of the green, and took his picture one more time.

DAWN LAUNCH

Do you remember that old Navy recruiting TV ad, the one
that shows an aircraft carrier at dawn, with all of the jet fight-
ers taking off into the rising sun, and the announcer voice
over says “Dawn launch, Sea of Japan; join the Navy, see
the world?”

Well, that's the feeling one gets at Oakmont on the
mornings of the tournament. Each morning at dawn or
slightly before dawn from the golf course maintenance
buildings came the mobilized army of maintenance people.
Jacobsen fairway mowers, Toro walking greens mowers,
John Deere walking tee and collar mowers, “Smooth Roll”
greens rollers, divot seeders, irrigation people, and lots and
lots of bunker rakers. All of the nearly 200 bunkers at
Oakmont are raked by hand for each round of the tourna-
ment. Is it any wonder the USGA 18-hole playoffs are not
looked upon favorably by the bunker raking crew?

| am told that during the Women's Open at Oakmont two
years ago, all of the bunkers had to be raked before the
playoff round on Monday, for a grand total of one (1) bunker
hit during the playoff round.

Early in the tournament week | arrived at the golf course
at what | thought was an early hour, to photograph the
maintenance crews in action. | arrived at the course shortly
after 6:00 a.m., only to find the entire operation was already
moving to the back nine. Thereafter, | arrived at Oakmont at
or about 5:00 a.m., and was right on time to go to work. In
fact, on most momnings | had to wait for the sun to come up
before | could start shooting pictures.

The U.S. Open is a busy place, even at 5:00 a.m. Not
only was the golf course maintenance crew on the course
working, but so were the USGA officials. They were out
there primarily remarking the hazards with red and yellow
paint, pants rolled up, and tromping around in the knee-
deep rough, with their paint guns in hand. Vendors are also
arriving in the early hours, restocking their refreshment
stands and their ice machines. TV technicians are out there
too, remounting their cameras and reattaching their micro-
phones so we could hear the ping of the metal woods, and
the plastic clunk of Balata golf balls dropping into the cup.

Amazingly, there are also a fair number of die-hard golf
fans arriving. Of course, all there was to watch during these
early hours were the mowers, and the cup changers, and
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Careful cutting of the cups is a must.

The church pew bunkers that are one of Oakmont’s signatures.

the hazards being repainted, so that is what people
watched. Every morning there were a hundred or more peo-
ple in the grandstands at #18 to watch the greens mowers
at work, then they'd watch the cup get changed, and finally
they’d watch as the rollers moved back and forth, smoothing
the green’s surface. The galleries usually held their
applause until the last roller had exited the green.

MEDIA CENTER

The media center is in actuality a tent, or perhaps a
complex of several huge air-conditioned tents is a more
accurate description. For those of you who attended the
Open at Oakmont, the media tent was located just off to the
right of the 18th fairway. Entrance into the media tent takes
you past security, and into the reception area, where the
USGA has their media people stationed to issue credentials,
answer questions and distribute information pertinent to the
tournament. Several long tables are set up along one wall of
the reception area, where piles and piles of national golf
magazines and newspapers are available. They're not for
sale, they're simply placed there for our information. You can
find anything on the press tables from Golf Digest to the Wall
Street Journal to biographical information on the field of play-
ers to a restaurant guide for the city of Pittsburgh. Most of
what is written about the tournament in the main section of
the media tent one day will appear on these informational
tables the next moming in the national newspapers.

Just beyond the reception tent is the main body of the
media complex. This is a virtual command center, set up for



the national and international press to cover the U.S. Open.
The floor of the tent is set up with row after row of long nar-
row tables, placed there to accommodate the reporters’
word processors. Each table accommodates perhaps 50 or
60 chairs, and every chair at every table is reserved for spe-
cific publications sent here to cover the tournament. All of
the chairs and tables face the front of the hall, where a huge
manual leader board has been erected. Along both the right
and left side of the media tent are rows of big screen TV
monitors, all tuned to the live network feed of the tourna-
ment. Directly behind these TV monitors on a slightly higher
platform, also along the side walls, are the electronic media
broadcast posts.

The back wall of the media tent is equipped with about a
dozen Unisys computer terminals, and just about as many
fax machines. The Unisys terminals are accessible to all
members of the press, providing accurate up to the minute
statistical information on the state of play during a round, or
information pertaining to the golf course itself, such as scor-
ing average per hole.

It is quite possible to cover the U.S. Open simply by fly-
ing into Pittsburgh, traveling out to Oakmont, and watching
the entire event from the media tent. Watch the tourna-
ment on the TV monitors, watch the leader board in the
front of the room, walk back to check with Unisys on the
statistics for your favorite player, type out the story on your
lap top word processor and make a second trip to the back
of the media tent to fax your story across the country, and
meet a deadline. It is 98 degrees and extremely humid out
on the golf course, but you didn't even break a sweat to
cover the Open.

Just off to the side of the main room of the media tent is
the interview room, where players and other newsworthy
individuals are shuttled in and out to be interviewed. | only
had time to sit in on two interviews, as my duties awaited
me out on the golf course. On Tuesday, | was in the media
center for an interview with Nick Price. One of the questions
asked was “would you settle for even par for the tourna-
ment, if it were offered right now?” (Prior to the tournament)
Nick said that he would decline an offer of even par, as he
was sure he could do better than par at Oakmont, having
just won the previous week at Westchester. Three days
later, Nick Price missed the cut at Oakmont.

| had an opportunity to sit in on an interview with
Oakmont's superintendent Mark Kuhns on Tuesday after-
noon. Mark made a brief statement about conditions at
Qakmont, and their preparation for the Open. Quite pre-
dictable the press was most interested in Oakmont's green
speed, the stimpmeter, and they wanted to know how
Oakmont's green speed compared with the average golf
club. Johnny Miller was quoted earlier in the week as having
said Oakmont is the only club in America that has to SLOW
its greens down for the U.S. Open. Mark handled the ques-
tions well, with factual answers and diplomacy. He basically
said that the membership at Oakmont did enjoy very fast
green speed during the golfing season, and that the aver-
age green speed at Oakmont is usually slightly faster than
what the USGA suggests for championship conditions.

Well, the media tent was great, with the air-conditioned
comfort, the free food and drinks, the informative press
releases, the live interviews, etc. But unfortunately, you
can’'t photograph the U.S. Open from a TV monitor inside
the press tent. So after acquainting myself with the facilities
available to the working press, | went to work. Out into the
heat, onto the course, into the real world of the U.S. Open.
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A USGA official and his
paint gun.

Part of the early morning
preparation for greens—two of
the three cuts.

Rolling for speed.

THE HEAT

The weather at Oakmont in June is supposed to be nice.
It should have been in the mid-70s, maybe into the low 80s,
and perhaps just a hint of humidity, sort of a preview of
summer to come. But the week of June 12th, 1994 was bru-
tal. It usually doesn't get this brutal even in July and August
in Pittsburgh. Temperatures soared well into the mid to
upper 90s all week at Oakmont, and humidity was oppres-
sive. Provisions were made for the spectators as water buf-
falos were brought in and set up in shady locations all
around the course. Oakmont is known for its oak trees, and
they were put to good use during the Open, as shade was
the only solace from the heat. You didn't feel too bad for the
spectators who were shuttled to the tournament on air con-
ditioned buses, who had the option of resting in the shade
for a while, and who had the privilege of paying $3 for a
Haagen Daz popsicle. At least the popsicles were cold.



You didn’t feel too bad for the players and caddies, even
though they were soaking wet with perspiration as soon as
they left the first tee. After all, these are professional ath-
letes and professional tour caddies who walk 18 holes a
day, practically every day of the year.

But you really had to feel sorry for those poor USGA offi-
cials who were following each group. | mean these gentle-
men are doctors and lawyers and captains of industry who
have spent years mastering the rules of golf, volunteering
as USGA committee members, hoping to someday work at
the U.S. Open. But these poor people were not in the physi-
cal shape needed to handle this kind of heat. | watched
them, and took some pictures of them, probably as a tribute
to their perseverance but they were outmatched by the
intense heat and humidity of Oakmont.

Some critical comments were published about a contro-
versial ruling made in favor of the eventual tournament win-
ner Emie Els, by USGA rules official Dr. Troy Holland during
the final round on Sunday. Dr. Holland is in real life a urolo-
gist from Indiana and his ruling granted relief from a mov-
able obstruction (a TV truck) when actually the obstruction
should have been moved instead. If Dr. Holland was unsure
of which of the volumes of USGA rulings to apply in this par-
ticular situation, all he would have had to say was “it's too
hot to hit over that TV truck, Ernie. Let's get that thing
moved for you.” And he would have been right on the
money. It was hot!!

THOSE LIGHTNING FAST GREENS

| really don’t know what the mowing height was at
Oakmont for the Open this year. | don't know what sort of
fertilizer program or growth regulators may be used on the
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greens at Oakmont, either. I've heard reports of what the
stimpmeter readings were, as reported in the press. But
press information is usually exaggerated. | do know what |
saw as | walked on the greens in the early morning hours,
following the grounds crew around, and | also know what |
saw as | watched the best players in the world try to put on
these greens. And what | saw were very, very fast greens,
the kind of greens that have earned Oakmont a reputation
of preparing championship greens for championship play
since the club’s inception.

The greens at Oakmont are comprised almost entirely of
Poa annua. Mark Kuhns prefers to manage and encourage
Poa annua in his greens. In fact, Mark has made comments
to the effect that were Poa annua seed available commer-
cially, he'd buy it for use on the greens at Oakmont. Aside
from all the negative aspects associated with Poa annua on
putting greens, Poa does have one outstanding trait. Poa
annua’s upright growth habit makes a very fast putting sur-
face, when mowed down close.

The greens at Oakmont are also reflective of greens
shaping from a different era, as the greens are contoured to
enhance surface water to runoff. Jack Nicklaus is quoted as
saying, “the greens at Oakmont are very large, but they
don't play large. The undulations and the plateaus and such
make the pin placement difficult. The speed of the greens
and the pitch of them are so severe that it’s just tough.”

The first hole for example presents a blind, mid-iron sec-
ond shot, downhill into a green sloping from front to back,
away from the players. A perfect approach shot hit onto this
putting surface will more than likely roll off the back of the
green.

Despite what the greens might have looked like on televi-
sion, | can tell you that there was grass on the greens at
Oakmont, a lot of grass. And it was good, healthy Poa
annua, or at least as healthy as Poa annua gets in 90
degree heat. During the tournament week there was a spe-
cific succession of events taking place on the putting sur-
faces every morning, all aimed at producing a green speed
worthy of the U.S. Open. Initially the greens were whipped,
to remove any semblance of dew. The greens were then
mowed with a riding greensmower in one direction, long
ways. Right behind the riding mower came two walking
greensmowers, mowing the greens at diagonals, right to
left, and left to right. They were in effect double cutting the
greens with the walking mowers, after the initial mowing
with the rider. The end result was of course to triple cut the
greens. Each of the mowers did harvest some clippings, but
precious few. The final step was to roll the greens, usually
only in one direction, with the normal overlaps.

It was quite a sight to watch the daily mowing of the big
double green (#9 and the practice green) right in front of the
Oakmont clubhouse. Before the riding greensmowers had
finished with this green, the walkers came on. There were
two walking mowers mowing the putting surface on #9, two
walking greens mowers mowing the putting surface of the
practice green, and a fifth walking greensmower mowing the
collar. | never did see a greensmower “mid-green collision”
but there had to be some near misses with that many mow-
ers in motion. All mowing the same double green, all at the
same time, and all in the pre-dawn light.

The resultant putting surfaces were without a doubt the
smoothest putting surface | have ever walked on. | think the
words that best describe the action of a golf ball on these
greens was “lack of friction.” Once a ball was touched or
stroked or set in motion in any way, there just didn't seem to



be any friction of any kind from the putting surface to stop
the ball from rolling. It just rolled and rolled and rolled. Quite
often the ball would roll until it found the cup, or simply roll
to the edge of the green. There just wasn't anything there to
stop it from rolling. These were absolutely the fastest, truest
greens | had ever seen, perfect for the U.S. Open and typi-
cally what one would expect of the greens at Oakmont.

GCSAA BUYS DINNER

On Friday evening of the tournament week, GCSAA
hosted a reception in the VIP tent just outside the
Oakmont clubhouse. The reception was attended by open
invitation extended to any and all golf course superinten-
dents and was held in honor of Oakmont’s superintendent,
Mark Kuhns. GCSAA president Joe Baidy was on hand to
present a plaque to Mark on behalf of GCSAA in recogni-
tion of his outstanding achievements in hosting not only
the ‘94 Open at Oakmont, but also in having hosted the
U.S. Women's Open at Oakmont two years earlier, as well
as the U.S. Senior Open at Laurel Valley.

President Baidy's speech touched on his remem-
brances of working in Pittsburgh at Fox Chapel Golf Club
during the late ‘70s and early ‘80s, and how even in those
days Oakmont was held in esteem among the other fine
clubs in the tri-state area.

During his speech, president Baidy presented the
USGA with a donation of $25,000 to be used toward the
USGA’s environmental research initiative. Thomas W.

Chisholm, a member of the USGA Executive Committee
and Chairman of the USGA Green Section, was on hand
to accept GCSAA’s generous donation. Also on hand at
the reception were several of GCSAA’s board of directors
as well as Steve Mona, GCSAA's Chief Executive Officer.
Representatives and officials from the USGA and from
Oakmont Country Club were also present. But a majority
of those in attendance were local golf course superinten-
dents representing primarily the Greater Pittsburgh GCSA
and the Mountain and Valley GCSA. All of us had come
together to be part of the excitement that is the U.S.
Open, to share in the comraderie of the evening, and of
course to honor Mark for his achievements in hosting so
many of the USGA events, culminating with this event, the
U.S. Open at Oakmont.

The GCSAA did in fact buy dinner for all those in atten-
dance, as well as provide a complimentary bar, no doubt
meant as temporary relief from the heat outside our air-
conditioned VIP tent. Dinner was excellent. But the irony
that escaped most people’s notice | believe was the ice
sculpture in the center of the foot buffet. It was in the
shape of a golfer, swinging a club, and melting just as fast
as ice melts during a heat wave. What poetic justice to
have so many golf course superintendents enjoying the
cool breezes of the tent, the hospitality of the GCSAA and
of Oakmont Country Club, while the image of a golfer,
sweating nervously, served as the centerpiece to our
evening. W
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PINE HILLS PLAYS HOST
FOR OCTOBER MEETING

By Kris Pinkerton

The October meeting of the WGCSA was held at Pine
Hills Country Club and hosted by superintendent, Rod
Johnson. “Ninety-eight” members and guests showed up on
what was to be a gorgeous autumn day. Beautiful fall colors
were very evident, but outstanding course conditions took
precedence! Rod and his staff should be commended for
their fine work, especially this late in the year.

The luncheon speaker featured Dr. Frank Rossi,
Assistant Professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
The main topic of discussion focused on, “How to decide
what bentgrass you should use?" Dr. Rossi offered the fol-
lowing insight:

*Superintendents should come out to the O.J. Noer
Research Center and take a look at the bentgrass cultivars.
Dr. Rossi offered the opportunity for anyone to cut a hole
out, to look at root structure, thatch development or whatev-
er they want.

*Qbtain your own cultivars of seed from dealers and grow
them in a nursery condition. Also consider placement of
those bentgrasses in various parts of your golf course to
see how they hold up.

*Read information from the National Turfgrass Evaluation
Program (NTEP) trials. However, be careful to select infor-
mation relevant only to your areal!

Results from the Modified Michelob-(2-man) Event were:

Low Gross First Place Rick Nuss (71)
Tom Baumgartner

Low Net First Place Tony Larson (63)
Scott Von Spreeken

Low Net Second Place Scott Schaller (66)
Jeff Craig

Low Net Third Place Tom Kornkven (67)
Wayne Horman

Closet to the pin Tom Baumgartner  (Club Car

d 9 Golf Bag)

* It was reported that Roy Zehren, was later seen leaving the
Pine Hills premises with a large buck tied to his Blazer. 77?

Professor Frank Rossi
spoke at noon before the
Host Rod Johnson. golf event started.
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ON THE ROAD

By Monroe S. Miller

Each year | try to attend a state turfgrass conference other
than Wisconsin's. There are lots of reasons why | have found
these trips to other universities productive. | search about for
the program that suits me best and hope | can work out the
timing details.

| usually drive and although it has its disadvantages, there
is something to be said for the solitude of a long trip. It is good
thinking time. Most often | know only a few people at outstate
conferences and | am left to concentrate solely on the busi-
ness at hand.

Each of these meetings I've gone to over the years has
been somewhere east of Wisconsin, where growing condi-
tions are similar to ours. | have found they experience prob-
lems before we do, for whatever reasons, and sometimes
have a lead on solutions. These have been great opportunities
to talk to faculty and researchers from far and wide about
things that have interested me.

There have been secondary advantages. | have heard
speakers who were subsequently invited to our state. I've con-
vinced some to write articles for me. | have made some life-
long friends. And | have learned an awful lot.

This year the program at Penn State interested me.
Although it is not a symposium, there were several people
talking about the devastating winter past and the subsequent
winter kill hundreds of golf courses suffered. Paul Heller, Peter
Landschoot, Tom Watschke and Stan Zontek were among
many other on the program; with that lineup, one could hardly
go wrong. It was a sure bet.

Qur irrigation system was purged, the intakes were in the
pump station and the fungicides were nearly all down. The
travelling would be safer than in December through March. It
seemed the time was right to take Stan Zontek’s advice and
attend the conference in State College.

State College, Pennsylvania is about an 850 mile drive
from Middleton. And it is a boring drive. However, as Bobby
Knight complained when Penn State was admitted to the Big
10, “you can't get there from here.” Flying can be as big a has-
sle as driving.

Sometimes, especially at the end of the golf season, | ache
for solitude and really need some quiet thinking time. | need
time to assess the past year and to refine plans for next year.
That time is hard to come by; this was five or six days all by
myself to do just that.

Pennsylvania has its state turfgrass educational programs
organized much like we do here in Wisconsin. The meeting |
attended was a golf turf meeting, like our Symposium. They
also have a western Pennsylvania and an eastern
Pennsylvania turfgrass conference, each which covers the
entire grass landscape. These compare to our EXPO.

Frankly, | thought the sites of our Wisconsin meetings were
as good as you could get. The Hyatt in Milwaukee and the
Holiday Inn in Middleton are comfortable, convenient and rea-
sonably priced. It is no secret | resent the near surrender the
public in Milwaukee has made to the criminals (Remove all
articles from your vehicles or they WILL be stolen is written
like a guarantee in the parking ramp). But if you stay in the
hotel during nighttime hours, you are safe.
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The Nittany Lion Inn—home of the Pennsylvania Golf Turf Conference.

The Pennsylvania Golf Turf Conference is held at the
Nittany Lion Inn. It is the kind of place you stay when vacation-
ing in New England. It is classic, comfortable and affordable.
The service was excellent and the meeting facilities were sim-
ply outstanding. And 650 people were there without taxing the
facilities in the slightest.

The dining room features a good menu with fair prices,
classical music and a big fireplace at one end. Next to the din-
ing room is the Alumni Fireside Room. The first night | was
there | turned on the TV and Joe Patemo was talking about
the football team, from the Nittany Lion Inn Alumni Fireside
Room, almost right beneath my room!

The town is small; if the school was taken away, there likely
wouldn't be anyone left. That amazes me since | am used to a
college town that is considerably larger. The upside of its small
population is tranquility and a literal quiet that was refreshing.
No masses of citizens and students and cars like we see all
the time in Madison.

Also amazing to me was the Inn's campus location. As Rob
Schultz had said, the basketball arena is out the back door
from the NLI, all of a 30 second stroll.

| give Penn State credit for something | have criticized my
alma mater for ignoring — the existence of the automobile.
There is a new parking ramp conveniently located next door to
the NLI. And, as parking ramps go, it is attractive. It is large
and provides parking free if you are staying at the Inn or
attending a meeting there. It's another 30 second walk from
car to the Inn's lobby.

This beautiful fall was a good one to travel to Penn State.
The weather was superb and | spent free time walking the
campus. The evenings were warm and | had the room window
open. Good thing — the marching band practiced across the
street from my room and | was treated to a halftime concert. It
was a collegiate scene right out of the movies.

| also took a little time to visit the Valentine Turfgrass
Research Center. It is a little ways from the NLI, but still con-
veniently located on the ag campus. It is a nice operation, well
cared for and the site of a lot of grass research. However, |
realized as | have several other times that our Noer Facility is
tough to beat. It was named for the longtime golf course
superintendent at Merion Golf Club, Joe Valentine. He was
succeeded by his son Richie, a man | had lunch with several

(Continued on page 39)
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and a reliable, fuel-efficient, 51-hp diesel let the HR-5111
confidently tackle tough hills that stall the competition.
Our new box-channel steel, straight-line frame takes
the pounding of tough conditions like no other mower in
its class. Plus, the full-fiberglass body keeps its good looks
for years, even in the harshest environments. And it's all
backed by a 2-year, 1,500-hour warranty.*
No belts. No pulleys. No kidding.
Our revolutionary, fully hydraulic cutting
system eliminates the maintenance and
adjustments of belt-driven units. It incor-
porates individual, lifetime lubricated
¥ spindle motors which deliver more
power to knock down tall, heavy grass,
for a clean 1" to 5'%” cut, The decks

*See your Jacobsen distributor for full warranty details

THERE'S NOTHING

LIKE ITONTURE

have a unique, counter-rotating

spindle configuration producing

the smoothest rear disch:

going.

Smooth operator.

From the easy-to-read, full instru-

mentation, to the ergonomic con-

trols, the HR-5111 redefines operator

convenience. What's more, power

steering, tilt wheel, cruise con-

trol and the adjustable high-back suspension seat keep
the operator comfortable, for a more productive day.

For high productivity, 4WD mobility, heavy-duty dura-
bility and operator comfort, there's nothing like the
HR-5111 on turf. So be sure to ask your Jacobsen distributor
for a demonstration today.

JACOBSEN

TEXTRON

Jacobsen Division of Textron, Inc

Tue SHARPEST THINKING ON TURF.

HORST DISTRIBUTING, INC.

P.O. Box 110, 444 N. Madison St, * Chilton, WI 53014-0110
Phone 414-849-2341

Turf Maintenance Equipment & Supplies
Serving N.E. Wisconsin & Upper Michigan




Headquarters building of the Joseph Valentine
Turfgrass Research Center.

Auxillary buildings at the Valentine Center.

new, clean and modern.

» T

e

The Penn State Turfgrass Research Center was dedicated
Valentine, long-time superintendent at Merion Golf Club.

Although the headquarter building is small, the outbuildings are

to Joe
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years ago when he was a Symposium speaker.

Stan Zontek was right about almost everything he has told
me over the years. Except the Creamery. He has bragged
about PSU ice cream and how the Creamery was the training
place for Vermont's Ben and Jerry. Obviously, Stan has never
enjoyed ice cream from Wisconsin's Babcock Hall. Now THAT
is ice cream! The world’s best ice cream.

The 1994 educational program put together by Dr. Peter
Landschoot was really good. You'll remember Pete from the
1993 Wisconsin Golf Turf Symposium program. The winter
damage talks were good, although once again they showed
we still don't know what causes it. We focus on recovery, it
seems. Mark Kuhns gave a great slide show and lecture on
the 1994 U.S. Open at Oakmont, near Amold Palmer's home
of Latrobe.

We have to invite Paul Heller to Wisconsin someday; his
insect lectures are always good and this year he was in his usual
fine form. There were lectures on DED, new golf course con-
struction, non-pathological losses of turf and soil amendments.

Although it was November and | am not terribly interested
in pythium, Mike Soika of the PSU plant path department gave
a great review of research on pythium that will really help me
next summer. | was equally disinterested in the subject pre-
sented by one of Al Turgeon's grad students — thatch. | don't
have much on my golf course. But when the lecture was over |
was really happy | had stayed. | now know what NIRS is,
something about its potential and an awareness of its short-
comings.

There were lectures on lightweight rolling, wastewater irri-
gation, the GCSAA and turfgrass breeding. All were good. |
asked Stan to rate the 1994 meeting on a scale of 1 - 10, with
10 as the best. His grade was an 8.5. | think he's pretty close
to the mark.

The proof of a meeting's value is how you answer the
question “would you go again?”

My answer to this one is an immediate “yes" W

NITTANY LION SHRINE

SOUNTATY 130X STILL BOAMID

THID ANEA [N THE IR -10TH

[CENTUIEY, BUT THE. [OEA OF THE.
T

What the UW-Madison needs is a
king-sized statue of Bucky Badger, The story of the Nittany
like this one of a Nittany Lion! Lion mascot...



ur Growing

Reputation.

For more than 107 years we’ve thrown our reputation
in the dirt, and every year it grows green and lush.
That’s because we’re not your ordinary seed company.

We work with a half dozen seed producers in the
Pacific Northwest so that we can offer you a broad
portfolio of top-quality seed.

Qur certified seed technologist, horticulturists, and
agronomists are here for you. They're a team of turf
experts you can talk with when you encounter difficult
growing situations.

They'll accurately analyze your problems and
recommend seed mixtures that will grow vigorous

and strong.

For situations that call for easy-to-use
prepackaged blends, we offer a full line of proven
top-quality choices, specifically designed for

the Upper Midwest.

We know speed of delivery may be critical.
That’s why we have Olds Priority Shipping.
Your seed is on your loading dock 24 to

48 hours after you place your order.

That's fast and convenient.

If you have any questions about seed availability,
pricing or usage, please call us toll free at

1-800-356-7333.

L0S

0. Box 7790
2901 Packers Avenue

1-800-356-7333

Madison, W1 53707-7790
FAX 608-249-0695

1-608-249-9291




