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The President's Message

JUST WHAT DO YOU DO
DURING THE WINTER?
By Michael Semler

Now that fait is behind us and win-
ter is quickly approaching most golf
course superintendents will finally be
able to relax and get a normal sched-
ule back into their lives. But wait, there
is just one more question that needs
to be answered. Somebody asked me
it again the other day.
We have all heard it. It is probably

one of the most ridiculous questions
ever asked (never mind what your
teachers told you). In fact, there is
such a thing as a dumb question, and
it is usually directed at the golf course
superintendent. It goes something like
this: "lust what do you do during the
winter?"
As usual, J smiled and gave a kind

description of what it really takes to
operate a golf course in both the sum-
mer and the winter. My response gave
the usual listing of items that need to
be accomplished during the winter in
order to make a golf course operate
as professionally and effectively as it
does during the summer. We have all
made out the lists before and we all
have presented them to people at
some time or another and we all have
received the same response at the
end of the presentation. It sounds
something like, "Ohhhhtt".
This type of question really bothers

me. It is one of those things that can
really get to me. I just don't know what
they think. These people must believe
that accountants work only during tax
time and then do nothing the remain-
ing part of the year. They must believe
that football players only work during

the game and have nothing else to do
with the rest of their time. Or, more
than likely, they just don't think!
In most instances, our profession is

being elevated beyond the stereo-
typical "Carl" from the movie Caddy
Shack. We are no longer thought of
as the "head qrasscutter", at least not
in thoughtful and knowledgeable
circles.
I must admit, however, that I know

of a few bastions of resistance to this
thinking that still exist. Some of them
are so close to home that they actual-
ly reside in our own clubs. In fact, it
was only a few years ago at the
GCSAA annual banquet that the
president of the CMAA addressed
the golf course superintendents pre-
sent as "head greens keepers". I
guess that is not as bad as "head
grasscutter", is it?
We have, in fact, come a long way

in the past 20 years. Our profession is
being elevated to one that does
include upper management. We are
being recognized as professional,
well-educated, loyal, hard working
individuals. Our profession is being
recognized as well educated and influ-
ential in the golf community. In fact,
many golf course superinten-dents
are being elevated to the position of
General Manager, above the club-
house managers and the golf
professionals. The reason? We are
good managers in all necessary
departments - personnel, account-
ing, motivation, leadership, master
planning ...).

However, we still have a long way
to go. I offer as evidence the ques-
tion that was recently posed to me,
"what do you do during the winter?"
Many people do not entirely under-
stand what we do. And as I have
mentioned in previous articles, it is
up to each and everyone of us to
make certain that these people begin
to understand. If we don't tell them,
nobody will! ill

How to Keep Things
From Turning Ugly.

From nutsedge to nightshade, fire
ants to fungi, nobody works harder
to protect your turt and ornamen-

tals than eiba-Geigy.

For All Your Turf ~
and Ornaments
Needs See ...

ClBA-GEIGY

Don Spier, Marketing Specialist
10 Devine Way. Sycamore,

Illinois 60178

(815) 895-7860

FLE>6TAKe
Flexstake is the most practical accessory to appear on the golf course
maintenance market in a decade. The above ground portion is made of
color-fast polycarbonate which can be mowed over with reel mowers.

Our Flexsign, O.B. Markers and Yardage Markers are designed to
allow a golf cart or a tractor to ride over them with no damage.

For a free sample of Flexstake or a video of our complete
Flexstake line, call or write.

Paul Ronyak, Distribulor 0' Flexstake Products

W193 N16366lea Fond Circle' Jackson, WI 53037

1-414-677-3855
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A revolutionary leap in the evolution of mowing.
Th see where rotary mowing is headed, take a good look
at the sleek new Jacobsen HJ{·5lll.'" It delivers an U' -plus,
high-production cut and exceptional trtmability in a rugged
four-wheel-drive package.
Built for long life in rough conn try.
Hydrostatic 4WO, a heavy-duty axle with dlfferenualIock,
and H reliable, fuel-efficient, 51-hp diesel let the HR·5111
confidently tackle tough hills that stall the competition.

QUI' new box-channel steel, straight-line Irame takes
the poundillg of tough conditions like no other mower in
its class. Plus, the full-fiberglass body keeps its good looks
for years, even in the harshest environments. And it's all
backed by a z-yenr; 1,500-hour warranty"

No belts. No pulleys. No kidding.
Our revolutionary, fully hydraulic cutting
system eliminates the maintenance and
adjustments of belt-driven units. It incor-
porates individual, lifetime lubricated
spindle motors which deliver more
power to knock down tall) heavy grass,
for a clean 1" to 5H!"cut. The decks

have a unique, counter- rotating
spindle configuration producing
the smoothest rear discharge
going.
Smooth operator.
From the easy-to-read, full instru-
mentation, to the ergonomic con-
trols, the HR-5111rederines opemtor
convenience. What's more, power t.
steering, lilt wheel, cruise con- .... ..;;....;,
1.1'01and the adjustable high-back suspension scat keep
the operator comfortable, for a more productive day.

For high productivity, 4WD mobility, heavy-duty dura-
bility and operator comfort, there's nothing like the
HR-5111on turf. So be sure to ask your Jacobsen distributor
for a demonstration today

.JACOBSEN
TExmON

Jacobsen DiviSIon OfT... l,on. I""

Tus SHARPEST THINKING ON TURF.



The Editor's Notebook

AS THE WORLD TURNS
By Monroe S. Miller

Wisconsin's seasons work magical
and great changes in the landscape of
her golf courses. None are greater
than the move toward winter. There is
far more difference between a
Wisconsin golf course in summer and
the same golf course in winter than
there is between a golf course in San
Diego and a golf course as far away
as Sao Paulo at any time.
Places like Wisconsin have sea-

sons that are strong and we have no
need to travel around to experience
seasonal changes. The changes
come to us. I used to think that some-
day people would wise up and we'd
have reverse migration - people from
the south would begin to settle north.
The older I get, however, the more I
doubt that!
All of us mark the passage of time

by the rotation of the earth on its axis.
The succession of day and night
affects everybody. Golf course super-
intendents are among those in a much
smaller group whose lives are greatly
affected by the more gradual albeit
grander movement of the earth in orbit
around the sun. I think thai's a bless-
ing. Listen to the conversation among
our members at a WGCSA monthly
meeting:
"Looks like an early winter."
"II appears spring will be late, and

so will opening day."
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''The summer sure was hot."
"What a beautiful autumn!"
Sometimes seasons are what we

talk about most. It's pretty hard to find
anything more common among us,
unless it is golf or grass itself.
Here is the good/bad scenario of

this time of year, as I see it. We have
just enjoyed another wonderful
Wisconsin fall. And you'd better enjoy
it - autumn is our shortest season.
Consistently, it lasts from mid-
September to mid-November. It isn't
fair that the crisp and cool air, the
bright skies and sunshine, the leaf
color display and harvest time all have
to be enjoyed in only two months.
The bad news is that winter is our

longest season, going from mid-
November until mid-March (or later).
Don't kid yourself - winter starts over
a month ahead of the official start day
on December21st.
Fortunately, now that we are in the

November and December period, it is
legitimate to begin to think about
Christmas and Thanksgiving!

•
Figures from the Wisconsin

AgricUltural Statistics Service bear our
what WGCSA members know very
well-the weather in September and
October was moderate. Cool tempera-
tures and adequate rainfall set turf
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areas up nicely for the cold weather
coming. There was time for recovery,
if indeed there were areas in need of
such. Let's face it-by and large if you
couldn't provide good golf conditions
within budget in 1994, you're going to
have problems in almost every year.
This was a season dreams are made
of. The accompanying soil moisture
conditions graphics bear that out.

•
Me thinks we have a budding golf

course writer in our midst here in
Wisconsin. One of our WGCSA memo
bers sent me the following vivid para-
graphs, composed by a staff member.
The lines capture feelings and sights
and smells we've all felt. It is entitled
"Morning Mission":

A red sky has just appeared over
the horizon. A few long sunbeams
steadily melt away the early morning
fog like a wire through thick cheese,
slicing the sky into thin sheets. A low
rumble resounds throughout the valley
but quickly fades. It comes again,
sputtering at first, then remaining con-
stant. A shed door flies open and
warm steam spews into the cold morn-
ing mist. The scent of spent fuel drifts
into the air.

A great machine emerges from the
dull red shed. Its blades shine in the
morning sun, while its operator wipes
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sleep from his eyes. It surges forward
onto a routine mission. The engine
roars and wheels hum as the great
leviathan heads toward number one
fairway. The dew covered grass
changes shades of green under its
wheels. The blades are lowered like a
final ceremony before a sacrifice. A
lever is pulled as the horrifying blades
begin to spin, unrelenting as they
leave a wake of green carnage behind
them.
Are you wondering who the mem-

ber is? Randy Witt. His note accompa-
nied "Morninq Mission": Monroe-
Enclosed find a short essay that one
of my high school summer employees
wrote for his English Expository class.
This business is always hustle and
bustle. If one takes a moment 10 step
back and look at what really goes on,
it can be rewarding. Once in awhile we
need to get back to that basic, away
from fast greens, green rollers, PGRs
and all the rest of it. If you might ever
have a use for those paragraphs, feel
free to use them. Have a great fall.
Randy. P.S. My son Ryan is the writer.
The Editor is going to have to get to

know this younger Witt! And isn't it
great to see the pride a dad has in his
son?

•
It was a big summer in the plant

research arena. Supermarkets in
Wisconsin started to offer genetically
engineered tomatoes for sale. Due to
the miracle of genetics research,
growers can pick vine ripened toma-
toes and ship them to stores, offering
a tastier product than the green picked
tomatoes subjected to gaseous ethyl-
ene for quick ripening after harvest.
Cal gene Fresh now sells tomatoes
grown from FLAVR SAVR seeds.
Calgene figured out how to block the
enzyme that causes tomatoes to soft-
en. The result is a vine-ripened veg-
gie.

From Michigan State came news
that researchers there have unlocked
a gene that one day could regulate
plant growth without the application of
any chemicals. What a boon to any
agricultural business, including ours,
this work could be. The possibility of
offering plants that grow in a way to
suit us is overwhelming to think about
- broad leaves, narrow leaves, small
plants, no seedheads, winter hardi-
ness, upright growth - the wish list of
golf course superintendents goes on
and on.

•

The feds have decided to coordi-
nate efforts so that pesticide users will
have something to use against dis-
eases, insects and weeds when a
pesticide is banned.
Under an agreement signed this

summer, the EPA will list pesticides
that are likely to be restricted or taken
off the market. The agency will renew
that list each year.
The US Department of Agriculture,

sans its corrupt secretary Espy, will
determine whether any substitute pes-
ticide or pest control method can be
found.
If no alternatives exist, the USDA

will work with commodity groups
(GCSAA, e.g.) and research institu-
tions (UW-Madison, e.g.) to find alter-
natives, with some research financial
aid by a new grants program budgeted
in 1996.
New pesticides, biological controls

or other substitutes will be given first
consideration by the EPA. The
emphasis will be on finding safer alter-
natives.
~With an early warning system,

users will not be left empty-handed or
with an equally risky chemical," said
Sen. Patrick Leahy, a Vermont sena-
tor and chairman of the Senate Ag
Committee. The agreement was
signed by the departing Espy and
Carol Bowner, EPA Administrator.
Nobody said how much money

would be in the bucqet for grants, but
$20 million has been agreed upon for
IPM, sustainable ag and other alterna-
tives.

•
What will you remember about

1994 - good, bad or otherwise?
Here's my list:
1. Worst dollar spot I have seen on
my golf course in a long, long
time.

2. A near absence of insect prob-
ferns all season, unless you count
the earthworms on fairway turf
this fall. I know-earthworms
aren't insects!

3. Earthworm casts on fairways this
fall were a major pain in the neck
and created a lot of conversation
among our players.

4. I went to the Masters Tournament
in Augusta.

5. Marsh Firmer retired.
6. Jim Latham retired.
7. Ed Hasselkus retired.
8. EXPO 94 was a HUGE success.
9. FIELD DAY was AWESOME.
10. America rejected Hillary and

Slick's health care plan, making it
6

abundantly clear they don't want a
bunch of government workers
meddling in their health aNairs.

11. My daughter Holly graduated from
the UW-Madison in May. In four
years!

12. Ample and reasonably timely rain-
fall this summer.

13. Beautiful weather for most of the
year.

14. A great spring because there was
no winterkill.

15. Visited GCSAA headquarters.
16. LOTS of golf played on my course
this year.

17. Record number of rounds of goif
played in Wisconsin.

18.Celebrated my silver wedding
anniversary.

19. A storm took the state's largest
Shagbark Hickory, which had
been on our course for well into its
second century. See accompany-
ing picture.

20. Changed assistant golf course
superintendent in mid-year, and it
worked out well.

21. Jen Eberhardt's covers for The
Grass Roats and Steve Scoville's
witty cartoons are both singular in
our end of the golf business.

22. Governor Thompson is almost
assured of re-election. He's one of
my heroes.

23. My daughter Christie started high
school.

24. My giant Atlantic variety pumpkins
were, well, giants. Great growing year.

25. Baseball players went on strike
and almost nobody noticed after a
while, or cared.

26. NOER Research Facility really hit
its stride, quickly becoming one of
the best in America.

27. A moderate summer, for the most
part.

28. A wonderful autumn.
29. A lousy GCSAA conference in

Dallas.
31. Badgers won the Rose Bowl!
32. Arnold Palmer played in what was

probably his last US Open. Golf
won't be the same as a resuft.



Fortunately, it was at Oakmont, in
western Pennsylvania where he
was raised, near Latrobe. It was
his 32nd consecutive Open, and
he had his 65th birthday. He first
walked Oakmont when he was 12
years old. Do you have a tear in
your eye yet? Arnie did after he
finished that last round.

33. Ozaukee CC was certified by NY
Audubon Society as Wisconsin's
first golf course wildlife sanctuary.

34. More and more courses are
putting in new irrigation systems.

35. Wisconsin golf course superinten-
dents found out there are substi-
tutes for Calo-clor and Calogran.

36. My daughter Amy got home safely
from France, where she had
taught for a year.

37. We saw electric greensmowers for
the first time.

38. Bees rivaled earthworms as an
insect problem this year.

39. The Grass Roots won its category
in the GCSAA Chapter Publica-
tions Contest.

40. I'm going to say it again, since it is
so unbelievable: BADGERS won
the 1994 Rose Bowl!

•
I took the photographs at the right

in Moline, Illinois at the headquarters
building of Deere and Company. Left
to right are Marc Davison, John
Maguire, Dave Brandenburg, Mark
Kienert and Ed Kirchenwitz. John
drove down, so we had lots of time to
visit and to get to know one another. I
really enjoyed their company and get-
ting to know them all better. And we
were all impressed by John Deere's
corporate headquarters and saw
some interesting looking turf equip-
ment. There is no doubt - Deere is
here to stay.

•

John Deere's Feed Back '94 group
from Wisconsin.

Mutt and Jef#-The John Deere 9500 com-
bine dwarfs their 2243 greensmower.
There's Ilkely a big price difference, too-
the combine sells for 5168,000 .

•
Finally, for your enjoyment, a photo

of our second as-year member of
1994, Dale Marach. He is holding up
well, too! This was snapped while he
was working at FIELD DAY in August.
Congratulations to Dale.

BEST WISHES FOR 1995!

PARTNER WANTED
I am looking for a partner to invest one-half of the cost of two VERTI-DRAINS. Both machines are like new.

I have a MODEL 105.145,1/2" tines up to a depth of 12" for greens and tees. The other machine is a MODEL
305.200, 1/2"-3/4" tines up to a depth of 16" for fairways and compacted areas.

Here's your opportunity, for only $13,000, to become half owner of these machines. If you are interested,
call PETE VAN DEHEY, MID VALLEE cc, DEPERE, at 414-532-4186 after 7:00 p.m.
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Single Source
Control of Irrigation
Systems Saves You
Time & Money!
Two-Way Radio
Communication
Eliminates Expense of
Direct Communication Wire!

(1Jucknero COPS Universal
(Computer Oriented Programming Systems)

Run ~verything,
Control Everything

From Your Office Desk

EZ TO INSTALL
Cops works with ~ existing irrigation electric
controller, regardless of make or manufacturer
• Operate up to 1500stations with each of 99 different programs
• Group any field unit and station with any other station or field
unit in a slave/master relationship in any order the system requires

• Program an infinite number of start times per station, each with
its own Independent run time

• Assign a unique valve designation to run independently from
the rest of the program

• Program station run times from one minute to nine hours and
fifty nine minutes in one-minute settings

• Operate manually, semi-automatically, or in a syringe program
• Control valves, lights, fountains, security or any device where
a 24 volt relay can be used

• Use a hand held portable radio to turn stations on or off and
program run times for those manual operations

/ CENTURY RAIN AID I
Computer Recuirement
.486 PersonalComputer
with PC-DOS orMS-DOS
.1 MBRAM
• 80 MB Hard DlskDrive
• 3 1/2" or 5 1/4" DisketteDrive
Recommended
Phone modem with
communication software,
dot matrix or laserprinter

Plus Many More Benefits!

Call Today For A Free Quote 1-800-347-4272
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Wisconsin Soils Report

Bentgrass Response to Dormant
Applied Milorganite
By Dr. Wayne R. Kussow
Department of Soil Science
University of Wisconsin-Madison

The primary benefits of dormant
application of Milorganite in Wisconsin
are hastening of the breaking of dor-
mancy by turtqrass and earlier spring
greenup. Experience has shown that
the effectiveness of the practice varies
from season-to-season and site-to-
site, even within the confines of a
given golf course. One reason is vary-
ing viewpoints on what constitutes a
dormant fertilization and, therefore, the
time of fertilizer application.
One definition of dormant fertiliza-

tion is application of fertilizer after turf
shoot growth has ceased. This occurs
when the turf is subjected to several
consecutive days whose mean daily
temperatures are 50 degrees F or
less. In southern Wisconsin, this often
occurs around October 15 to 20.
Fertilization at this time is what J call
late fall fertilization. I view dormant fer-
tilization as fertilizer application that
does not take place until the turfgrass
has truly gone dormant; the turfgrass
shoots turn brown and dry due to
nighttime temperatures well below
freezing and the soil surface tempera-
ture is below 32 degrees F. This often
does not occur in Wisconsin before
the advent of permanent snow cover.
Thus, I also include in my definition of
dormant fertilizer that which is applied
when the weather forecast leads one
to believe that permanent snow cover
is imminent.
With my definitions of late fall and

dormant fertilization, the distinguishing
feature is when fertilizer N uptake
occurs. With late fall fertilization N
uptake occurs yet that season. In dor-
mant application of a SRN such as
Milorganite, fertilizer N uptake most
likely does not take place until the fol-
lowing spring. The purpose of the pre-
sent study was to determine what
influences release of N from dormant
applied Milorganite and what are the
spring responses of creeping bent-
grass response to these influences.
The study was established in the

fall of 1993 in an effort to define the
factors Ihat regulate benlgrass

response to a dormant Milorganite
application. One assumption made in
designing the study was that turtgrass
uptake of N from Milorganite must be
preceeded by microbial release of
organic N. This assumption leads to
the hypothesis that whatever
enhances springtime warming of turf
will favor microbial release of
Milorganite N and, therefore, bent-
grass response.
Absorption of radiant energy from

the sun is what causes soil to warm in
spring. Sunny days contribute more
energy than do cloudy days and favor
the warming process. But how rapidly
soil temperature rises also depends
on the nature of the surtace that the
solar radiation strikes and the heat
capacity of the soil. Light colored sur-
faces reflect more of the solar radia-
tion than do dark surfaces and slow
soil warming. Once the radiant energy
is adsorbed at the turf surface, the rate
of soil warming is determined primarily
by its moisture content. II takes much
more energy to warm a wet soil than a
dry soil because water has a very high
heat capacity.
In the present study, I varied the

color of the turf surface in two ways.
One was as simple as mowing the

bentgrass at two different heights in
the fall. The more iight, tan-colored
grass on the surtace after snowmelt,
the greater the amount of radiant
energy that is reflected. I also varied
soil surface color by topdressing in the
fall with sand, soil, or charcoal. To cre-
ate a difference in soil moisture in the
spring, the study was conducted on
two sites approximately 200 feet apart.
One site was on a uniform 5% slope
and the other on an area with virtually
no slope. During snowmelt, water
ponded to a depth of more than 6
inches on the flat site but quickly ran
off the sloping site. Hence, while it was
not measured, one can assume that a
moisture differential existed between
the two sites in early spring.
Ask any Soil Scientist and they'll tell

you that for ail practical purposes soil
microbia! activity virtually ceases when
soil temperature drops below 50
degrees. If this were entirely true, then
why snowmold? Thls line of reason-
ing led to the hypothesis that there is
measurable microbial release of
Milorganite under snow cover. To gain
evidence for this, Milorganite was
sealed in porous polyethylene packets
that were placed on the turf surface at

(Continued on page 11)

66th
INTERNATIONAL
GOLF COURSE
CONFERENCE
AND SHOW

February 20-27,1995
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Turf Supply Company

For More Information, Contact Turf Supply Company
2797 Eagandale Boulevard· Eagan, Minnesota 55121

(612) 454-3106 • 1-800-551·4857. Fax (612) 454.7884


