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If Image is Everything,
Then Superintendents

Have a Problem
By Rob Schultz

Here’s a look at some news items,
brainstorms and brickbats that shape
the lives of golf course superintendents,
sports writers and, yes, all flag-waving,
three-putting Americans.

WHERE'S CARL?—Here's a big
thumbs down to Rex Cole, the water-
logged golf pro at Carlton Oak Lodge
and Country Club in the Los Angeles
suburbs. His course was nearly washed
away by torrential rains and unable to
host the Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America national champi-
onships in January. That seemed fine to
Cole.

“If (the superintendents) show up
here,” Cole said one week before the
tournament, “we’re handing them shov-
els and putting them to work.”

Shovel this, Rex: Your insipid com-
ment managed to place even more dis-
tance between two groups that are
straining to get along with each other.

Last we heard, Cole was pondering
President Clinton’s invitation to join his
White House team and help the country
better understand his economic plan.
He'd fit right in.

| can imagine Cole at a White House
press conference: “If the stupid taxpay-
ers complain,” said Cole, “we’ll just
shovel some more taxes down their
throats. What do they know ‘bout the
economy anyway?"

WHADDYA MEAN TUCKAWAY’S
BOOKED?—Tom Strong and the rest of
the Greater Milwaukee Open hierarchy
are paying for their lack of foresight.
They knew six, seven years ago that
Tuckaway would eventually kick them
out and they did absolutely nothing to
secure a future site. Now they're caught
without a place to hold their little PGA
Tour event. Too bad, because the GMO
was just starting to earn some respect.

So they're going to hold it at Brown
Deer Park. (Let's pause here so we all
can lay down this article and let out a
nice, hearty belly laugh.) It's not going to
happen without some major changes.
For instance, the difference between the
conditioning of Tuckaway and Brown
Deer is like comparing Orlando and
Sarajevo as vacation resorts.

Also, it helps if there’s a place to park
cars and a fence to keep the riff-raff out.
(What's riff-raff? Ask Rex Cole, the Cali-
fomia golf pro.)

And last | heard, the PGA Tour also
wanted a clubhouse on the site of their
events. But in the case of the GMO,
maybe a decent clubhouse won't be
needed since the State Open probably
will have a stronger field in a few years.

Yes, it's nice to hold a pro event on a
public course. But the Andy Williams-
Shearson-Merrill Lynch-A.G. Edwards-
Buy, Buy, Buy-Sell, Sell, Sell-Ross
Perot San Diego Open at Torrey Pines
is proof that the pros hate playing public
courses.

DOES THE CO-PRESIDENT GOLF?
—The Co-Commander in Chief on the
links? Don't count on it, unless it's an
all-girl thing at Augusta. Hillary Dennis
Rodman Clinton is too busy working
with the head of the Department of
Health and Social Services, Donna
Shalala, deciding who gets what doc-
tors.

In fact, GRASS ROOTS spies over-
heard a conversation between the two
women that addressed the new social-
ized health plan Americans may be
doomed to live with soon.

Said Shalala: “OK, which doctors do
the golf course superintendents get?”

Said Hillary: "Ooh, they work with that
icky black stuff, that poopy stuff from
Milwaukee. Give them the proctologists.”

Speaking of the golf course superin-
tendents, the GCSAA is the winner of
the 1993 Hillary award. Call it male guilt,
call it a brief moment of blank thought,
call it a flashback from smoking
Crayolas, but whatever you do, don’t
call giving Dinah Shore the GCSAA’s
top honor a brilliant move.

The GCSAA needs a fresh marketing
approach that will make the Rex Cole’s
of this world take notice of what the
superintendents are trying to accom-
plish. Handing out awards to Dinah
Shore—best known for marrying,
divorcing and still loving Burt Reynolds
and lending her name to an LPGA
major tournament in Palm Springs—
does not help the GCSAA’s image. Get
with it guys.

MAD-CITY ROBIN HOOD—In its
infinite wisdom, the caretakers of the
City of Madison's finances saw its four
golf courses rake in record amounts of
cash the past few years and decided to
take it all to pay for some of the city pro-
grams that were losing money.

So what happens when the city
courses need some cash for any im-
provements? The caretakers of the city’s
finances told those with the golf courses
that they don’t have any money.

Guess what happens next. You got
it. The golf course committee will ask
the city to raise the rates for the second
straight year with hopes that they can
build a new clubhouse or add a few
traps this year. The rate hike will be
approved, but the clubhouses or traps
won't appear because, at the end of the
year, the city will take away the profits
again.

It's enough to make your head spin.

It's enough to make that wonderful
twosome, those wonderful pals, Hillary
and Donna, so proud. W/
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We've added another yard to our passes
The new John Deere 1800 Utility Vehicle covers a

lot of new ground.

As a sprayer, it's 200-gallon tank and 21-foot-
boom allows you to cover more ground in less
time. Plus, once at work, omnijet tank agitation and
minimal-drift Raindrop nozzles deliver your material

more precisaly.

Hydrostatic drive gives you more consistent
speed control for more uniform applications.
Teamed with the 1800’s liquid-cooled 18-hp
engine, it gives you infinite speed choices up 1o 6
mph in the working range, 11 mph in transport.

Consider other standard advantages like 2-person
bench seal, power steering, widestance and simple
service access and you'll see that the 1800 is like

J.W. TURF

708/683-4653

14N937 Rt. 20 & 47 » Hampshire, IL 60140

no other utility vehicle you've seen before.
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Tales From The Back Nine

THE LAST TO KNOW

By Monroe S. Miller

It happens maybe once a month.
Usually it is a Thursday when as many
of the area course superintendents as
can get away for an hour or so gather
at the Long Drive Inn for lunch.

Everybody who knows this thinks
we go there because of a presumed
golf theme at the restaurant.

They're wrong, of course. Anyone
who has eaten at the Long Drive
knows it has its history with drovers
and cattlemen of years past; its interior
reflects that heritage. There isn't a sin-
gle flagstick or golf club on the wall!

Actually, we gather there because
the food is good (especially their chili
and thick hamburgers), the portions
generous and the place is roomy.

And nary a one of us has ever seen
a member eating in the Long Drive.
We feel comfortable and have a sense
of privacy.

In fact, privacy is maybe what we
like most. We talk openly and bluntly;
some things that end up on the table
aren’t what players at our clubs and
courses would like to hear.

The Thursday tradition of men’s day
is still pretty strong in our area;
although most of us don’t care much
about the issue of ‘who plays when’,
structured traditional play makes it
easier for us to meet for lunches like
today’s.

| got there kind of early and figured
I'd be the first one there. Our rule is
that the first to arrive secures a couple
of tables.

So | was surprised that the first two
faces | saw were those of Scottie
Fennimore and Tom Morris. Scottie’s
been running the Mt. Hope Golf and
Country Club for almost a decade.

Seems impossible that a kid who
worked for me while in college has
been a superintendent for that long.

Tom, on the other hand, has been
at the golf course helm of the Maple
Leaf C.C., well, forever. Or at least
twenty-five years. He's the dean of our
area group—calm, confident and su-
per capable. And unflappable, too.

We exchanged pleasantries and |
asked who else was coming for lunch.

“l talked to Steady Eddie Middleton
this morning,” Tom replied, “and he
said he might be a little late but he'd
be here. The Breezy Hill Golf Club
green committee was having a short
monthly meeting at 11:00 a.m., but
Steady thought it'd be over by noon.”

Billie Flagstick had told me yester-
day he was planning on lunch at the
Long Drive today. | was over at
Pumpkin Hollow to see how they were
coming with Bill's new maintenance
facility. | left with envy—what a shop
that's going to be.

Bogey Calhoun had called Scottie
to see who all was going out for lunch.
Bogey's the most social among us -
he'd go nuts if we were at the Long
Drive and he wasn't. Usually that's re-
gardless of what's happening at Shady
Dell C.C. Boge always says, “that's
what | have an assistant for.”

It was early enough in the golf sea-
son so that we were all in good spirits.
Stress and weather and grass prob-
lems hadn’t worn us down yet, and we
were all still upbeat.

My Coke wasn't half gone when Bo-
gey strolled in. Billie was right behind.

“You guys ordered yet?” Billie
asked.

“Of course not,” came the chorus.

“We're like the Tuesday and Wed-
nesday morning players at our club,”
Scottie observed. They like to play
simultees so they all finish golf at the
same time. That means they can lunch
together. It makes my job tougher, but
it makes sense for them.”

“Actually, shotgun starts would be
little more than a nuisance or minor
aggravation if | knew when they were
going to happen,” Tom added. “But I'm
the last one they tell, if they even tell
me at all.”

“You know how that goes,” Tom
mused. “Four guys are walking greens
and two are cutting cups. Fairways
mowers start on 1 and 10 and mow in
order. Everybody is going about things
so they don't get caught by the play-
ers. Work gets done efficiently and it
doesn't interfere with play.

“Suddenly, the bottom drops out of
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everyone's stomach as about 30 golf
cars descend on the course, all at the
same time. We know why, and we're
usually mad as hell,” Tom continued.

“So instead of having the course
ready for play and starting on the rest
of the day's work, we're stuck. Five
greens uncut, a half dozen cups not
moved, and a lot of teed off women
golf players. And one frustrated golf
course superintendent.

“And all because no one bothered
to tell me,” Tom said.

“This has been going on for 25
years,” Tom added while studying the
menu. I'd think the pro shop would get
sick and tired of having the players
and me rail on them. There seems to
be something mysterious in that build-
ing that short circuits communication
between there and my shop.

“Tell me about it,” were the first
words from Eddie Middleton, who'd
quietly pulled up a chair at our table.
“You guys want to know who told me
my budget was approved last winter?
An office clerk!”

Steady sounded like he was still
flabbergasted that no decision maker
had thought it important to let him
know what equipment Breezy Hill
could order for the next golf season or
even what they were going to pay him.

Each took a turn sharing what was
shaping up as the talk of the day.

“Top this,” Billie offered. “| found out
about a major outing we had two
weeks ago when a couple of pro shop
employees were trying to put a target
on our par 3 sixth green at about ten
o'clock on a Monday morning. First,
they hadn't checked with me for per-
mission. And no greens were cut. No
cups had been moved. Fairways
weren't mowed because we had just
sprayed Banner. Most of the crew was
out trimming the course for the July
4th holiday. The club host, the golf
committee chair and the golf pro all
either figured | didn’t need to know or
forgot. Or didn’t care. Or something.”

“Fact is, at that late hour we
couldn’t do much to present the course
like it should be,” Billie continued. “l



was upset because | was deprived the
chance to show a lot of people who
love golf and seldom play our course
just what we can do and how much fun
it can be to play.

“l take it rather personally when my
pride is involved.”

Like we expected, the meal was
what we always get at the Long Drive,
perfect for big appetites that were up
and moving and working before day-
light.

The talk around calendars and find-
ing out what was going on at our
courses persisted.

Scott had to tell us of a wild time at
Mt. Hope C.C.

“Our club owns the golf carts and |
am responsible for them. When |
wasn’t notified about an outing, not
only wasn't the course ready, we were
short 28 rental golf carts! And the peo-
ple playing had prepaid for carts. |
guess it was an ugly mess. All | could
think is ‘there is justice in the world
after all”

“You'd think the lesson would be so
powerful it would never happen again.
But we all know better.”

I told about the cross country skiing
party at our club, planned without any
conversation with me.

The guys recounted other night-
mares of the past. It ranged from glo-
ball tourneys at night and subsequent
screaming about sprinklers (no one, of
course, told the superintendent) to
tournament scheduling during the only
week set aside for aerifying.

It was all too familiar.

“So why in the hell do these inci-
dents continually occur, at courses all
over the country?” | queried. “Why are
we always the last to know when we
ought to be the first?”

“It has always been that way,” Tom
answered. A lot of the blame goes to
simple oversight. We are generally
located at a distance from the club-
house and the golf shop, and don't
work around them very much. If we
were in the same building, we'd know
about more events.”

Scott thought there was merely lip
service to intraclub communications
and little real dedication to the notion.
“We have weekly meetings, the three
of us, and still such situations pop up
with a regularity just like years past.”

“Scores of times I've actually asked
about what is upcoming, only to be
surprised anyway,” he continued.

My opinion, which received some
agreement, is that somehow we
scramble around and make things right.
If recovery wasn't so complete most of
the time, we’'d know more of what we
should.

| also expressed the belief that such
incidents will become less and less
frequent as our professional status
continues to improve. More and more
of us go to board meetings; some even
occasionally are invited to a golf com-
mittee meeting. The more involved we
are in planning, the less chance there
is for not knowing what's happening.

“Here’s the answer,” Bogey said as
he folded his napkin and put it back on
the table.

“We need to lobby the Wisconsin
guru of golf, the game’s rulemaker and
enforcer, to declare failure to commu-
nicate with the golf course superinten-
dent a crime against golf.

“Those found guilty must be seri-
ously penalized. The sentence for a
golf pro is assignment to the backroom
of an 18-hole muni course in southern
California that has 140,000 rounds per
year. And he cannot pick up a club to
play for that entire year.

“The guilty clubhouse manager is
sentenced to serve on the crew at
Burger King for a minimum of six
months.

“Both would be paid at the going
rate for backroom boys and BK
spoons.

“The guilty golfer who chairs a com-
mittee that fails to inform will be sen-
tenced according to the seriousness of
the offense. Penalties will range from a
complete ban from the game to golf
privileges only at Joe’s Miniature
Golfland.”

We had a good laugh, which
relieved some of the tension and irrita-
tion the subject brought.

“There's only one thing wrong with
your idea, Boge,” Billie observed.

“Let’s just say legislation was
passed and enforcement put into
place, along with the penalty system.”

He paused a bit, and then continued.

“They’d probably forget to tell us
about it!”

With that, we all tromped back to
work. W
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

(And A Report Card)

By Monroe S. Miller

Another GCSAA International
Conference and Show is in the history
books. This one, as were the twenty
previous conferences | have attended,
will be a highlight of my professional
year.

Frankly, by the time late fall comes
around, | am already anticipating the
National. Sometimes it is justified;
sometimes it is not. But as with many
other things in life, there isn't such a
thing as a “poor” one. It is, rather, a
situation where some Nationals are
merely better than others.

With that in mind, here are a few
thoughts about the week in Anaheim,
California.

Anaheim Facilities

| have been in Anaheim for this
meeting four times now. | have always
enjoyed the convenience of the con-
vention center to the hotels. Over the
years, as Carl Grassl noted, there
have been a lot of changes in the
immediate area around the convention
center. Places that had strawberry or
vegetable fields or fruit orchards in
1974 now host hotels and parking lots.

We were warned NOT to walk
around outside after dark. No sur-
prise—evidence of gang activity was
everywhere. You have to wonder
where we are headed when you are
not safe right next to Disneyland.

Although it didn’t affect me, | heard
a lot of grousing from spouses who
made the trip, too. There simply isn’t
anything at the convention facilities and
surrounding areas but convention facili-
ties. There is nowhere to walk. It is far

Guest speakers included Johnny Bench and...

Welcome to the 64th GCSAA conference.

different from downtown sites. And the
unbearable traffic makes a car rental
somewhat of a marginal proposition.

That notwithstanding, audio/visual
equipment, meeting rooms and other
amenities important for success were
very good. Hotels were clean and their
service was good. But there was a
cost involved; this is an expensive
place to hold a meeting. Parking—free
a short four years ago—now is offered
at a considerable cost.

All those things considered, the
Anaheim facilities earn a respectable
grade of B-.

Opening Session

This event, which | have never
missed in twenty-one conferences, had
Bill Roberts’ signature all over it. He
eliminated a lot of the excess that nor-
mally almost ruins this session. Lots of
people don’t come to this session
because it has been too long and too

Sen. Howard Metzenbaum, shown here
with Bill Roberts.
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boring for too many years. Good for
Bill for recognizing this and doing
something about it.

| thought the Distinguished Service
Award winners were well chosen.
Everyone knows of Dr. Beard’s contri-
butions and Dr. Gibeault’s long history
of contribution to the turfgrass industry.

But Willie gets knocked down a
grade for showing that incredibly bor-
ing slide show. | realize that if there is
a place for GCSAA to be self-serving,
it is at the annual conference.

But all who have been at least part-
ly attentive to GCSAA knows of its
accomplishments; a presentation that
long ought to be offered as an option
rather than foisted upon an unsuspect-
ing, innocent, supportive and good
natured crowd.

So long was it that a well known
person in attendance literally fell
asleep! The piece was well done—no
argument. It was simply shown to the
wrong crowd.

Johnny Bench was a fine keynoter
—I am a rubber neck from way back
and was delighted to see and hear him.
See elsewhere for a keynote grade.

The opening session was made
better for me because | got to sit right
next to Tuck and Becky Tate. They
added to the event.

For all these reasons, the opening
session gets a solid grade of B.

Keynote Speaker

| sort of assumed Johnny Bench
would be from the same mold as Terry
Bradshaw—you know, an All-Star 14



times, 1968 Rookie-Of-The-Year, 1972
baseball MVP, World Series MVP and
a Hall of Famer. His name is synony-
mous with baseball, like Ted Williams,
Robin Yount and Henry Aaron.

He was a great athlete and a good
citizen. You never heard about Bench
in the same breath with drugs and
womanizing and greed, unlike most
baseball players today.

Bench was a pretty good speaker,
too. His message, built around the
vowels A, E, |, O and U, a few jokes
and memories of his illustrious career,
did not compare to Terry Bradshaw’s.
Bradshaw, for me, has become the
benchmark for keynote speakers.

John's talk didn’t hang together par-
ticularly well, and his attempts at ex-
temporaneous speaking were not good.

Bradshaw hung around for an hour
after his talk, to sign autographs, pose
for photos and visit with fans.

Bench was gone before the applause
ended, escaping without a single auto-
graph.

Although | was glad for the chance
to see John up close and to hear him,
| have to give him a B-.

Formal Educational Program

When | first saw the formal educa-
tional program, | was very heartened.
Planners decided to give presenters
30 minutes to spend with the audi-
ence. | have contended for years that
very little gets said in twenty minutes. |
also very much liked splitting academ-
ic presentations completely away from
lectures given by colleagues.

Chad and | had most of the concur-
rent sessions covered very well. Left
out were those with no application—
southern turfgrass management, for
example. Even for them we tried to

A couple of old WGCSA warhorses, Jeff Bottensek and Rod Johnson.

Love that fresh Anaheim air. There are mountains somewhere In that mess. Looking east
toward Anaheim Stadium, barely visible.

visit with people who did attend to get
an evaluation.

There were some great lectures. Dr.
Wilkinson’s information on patch dis-
eases, which included a lot of theory,
was excellent.

Dr. Jim Beard gave both a history
and the latest research on a subject
getting a lot of attention today—putting
green rolling. He shared data from last
season, offered some interpretation
and talked about next season. It was
worth the price of admission.

| wasn’t the only one interested in
his material—the lecture hall was
jammed, wall to wall. Professors
Gaussoin, Kopec, Rieke and Niemczyk
all did good work, speaking on sub-
jects both interesting and important
and informative.

But after that, | thought the dropoff
was steep. The material often was
redundant or boring or poorly present-
ed or just not very applicable.

Sorry. | was disappointed. Frankly, |
think last October's Symposium had
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Old friends were there too. Like Florida’s Joel Jackson,
guest at our 1990 Symposium. He’s also editor of THE
FLORIDA GREEN.

more of this kind of information than
the National.

Sadly, the Wednesday concurrent
sessions get a dreary C-.

Innovative Superintendent | and Il

Generally, pretty good. | cannot fig-
ure out, for the life of me, why a room
is selected that doesn’t provide a seat
for everyone who wants to attend. |
mean, this convention center covers
acres and acres. Is this poor planning
or what?

The 6:30 a.m. session was packed
all to wall. One literally could not get into
the door by 7:30. No excuse accepted.

The subjects offered up at these
sessions reflect the practical side of
golf course management and have
great appeal to people like me. The
idea of starting at 6:30 a.m. makes a
lot of sense for an audience that is
usually “up and at ‘em” by that time or
earlier.

(Continued on page 27)




MEET YOUR
TALL FESCUE NEEDS
WITH THE BEST

Lofts has three of the best-performing tall fescues available. Each
one offers all the good looks and tough performance you need:

- B Attractive, dark green coior
" Fine-leafed texture
# Resistance to drought, dlsease, msects and trafﬁc
# No thatch buildup
B Adaptability to sun or shade
¥ Less maintenance than bluegrasses or ryegrasses

New Rebel Jr.* even offers the added advantage of slower growth.

All of these varieties offer good looks, tough performance and low
maintenance. When you need a fescue, choose one of the best!

Rebel 11
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CALL TOLL FREE

1-800-627-5495

Milwaukee (414) 276-0373
Chicago (312) 876-1172
Minneapolis (612) 522-7059

Indiana (219) 393-3553 Kellogg Inc.

Seeds and Supplies



(Continued from page 25)

The morning session also had the
advantage of not competing with the
equipment show, and is almost auto-
matically guaranteed a bigger audi-
ence than the one convened after lunch.

Given the choice, | might try to give
heightened visibility to these educa-
tional offerings in the program and the
conference propaganda. Too many
people were unaware of them—
remember, the overflowing crowd was
due to a small room. And in the after-
noon, the show competition is fierce.

This is a tough issue. And | give the
GCSAA credit—they have, over the
years, arranged the educational ses-
sions every which way.

But there is a lot to be said about
talks, good talks, given by golf course
superintendents about issues and
problems we face up close and per-
sonally everyday.

For now, | give the IS1 & IS Il a
good grade of B+.

Employee Issues Forum

| was embarrassed when | went into
the hall where this half day meeting
was held. | made it there in time to lis-
ten to half the lectures.

They were long—an hour apiece—
but contained a lot of information.
Granted, this program might well suit a
lawyer better than a golf course super-
intendent. There wasn't a word about
machinery or grass or golf itself. But in
the world we now work in, these sub-
jects are important (albeit boring).

| especially liked the lecture given
by Mr. Jones, a handicapped person
who also loves golf, about the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act and how it
relates to golf course superintendents.

The embarrassment came because
out of the 15,000 in attendance about
30 managed to attend this afternoon
session. Seriously. | couldn’'t make
that up.

Oh, well. It was my gain and every-
one who wasn’t there was the loser.

| give this session a good solid
grade of A-.

Environmental General Session

Expectations for this session, for
me at least, were very high after last
year’s similar session. John Stossel
had Jay Feldman’s (NCAMP) butt for
breakfast that morning. It was a beau-
tiful thing to behold.

Everyone has heard of Senator
Howard Metzenbaum of Ohio. Few
knew of Representative Jimmy Hayes
of Louisiana.

That has changed. Hayes was artic-
ulate, persuasive and reasonable.
Metzenbaum was, well, Metzenbaum.
Just what | expected. Only older.

Frankly, | would like to ring the neck
of every dimwit who WASN'T there.
Two major decision makers travelled
clear across the country to discuss
important issues that affect us deeply.
And the hall was, for all practical pur-
poses, empty.

The lack of interest on the part of
golf course superintendents spoke vol-
umes. The vast majority were on the
show floor, kicking tires and talking
shop. That is necessary work, but
there are times when equipment takes
a back seat to environmental issues.

And those NOT there will be the
ones screaming the loudest when leg-
islation they do not like passes
Congress.

Waupaca Sand has a new product—peat
for topdressing amendment.

John Deere has a good looking five-plex
nearly ready for the turf marketplace.
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Metzenbaum is hardly an ally. |
watched him shade his eyes, cast a
look across the empty hall—it was
cavernous—and shake his head. It
was obvious that he was disgusted. |
can only guess what he thinks about
our profession.

In his lecture, he quoted from
NCAMP. We had a chance to win him
over, or at least create a favorable
impression. But instead, we blew it. All
those not there should be ashamed.

The difference between the two
men was this: Hayes is very con-
cerned about the environment AND
people, and he uses his constituents
lives as a factor in his decision making
process; Metzenbaum never men-
tioned people or jobs as a source of
concern. He merely quoted NCAMP.

(Continued on page 29)

Greens rollers were everywhere!

Jacobsen has a new utility truckster which
drew a lot of interest.



Attention Golf Superintendent:

Here’s the Single Solution to Your
Irrigation Control Problems . . .

The OSMAC Radio Paging Based System . . .

consisting of:

One or more RDR radio data receiver field
units attached to your existing or new pedestals
and connected to your existing or new field wires.

The RDR field unit allows independent scheduling
of each station. And since each RDR field unit can
control up to 48 stations, it is possible to replace
multiple controller sites with one RDR.

A standard IBM compatible computer for easy
yet precise, flexible and powerful centralized
control, using the OSMAC PC Timer Software.

The Central Control Station. A small, desk-top paging
encoder that includes a built in radio frequency tranceiver to
provide local-area signalling to the field satellites, radio paging,
two-way communications or telephone interconnect.

One or more Portable Radios for remote control of valves,
initiating pages, two-way communications, and telephone
interconnect.

Optional pagers for signalling staff or other personnel.

An optional centralized rain gauge interface is available.

The Leaders of the Industry
are Your Assurance of Quality

OSMAC is manufactured by Motorola. The radio frequencies are
selected by Motorola. The components are serviced by Motorola.
You get the expertise and experience of the world leader in high-
technology radio communications. You get the assurance of a

Malcolm Baldrige Quality Award winning company.

TORO @ MOTOROLA

OSMAC is distributed by The Toro Company. With Toro, you
get the expertise and experience of the world leader in irrigation
control systems. With Toro, you get the people who, for so long,
have provided the irrigation industry the most effective and
efficient products available. You get the assurance of all the

people who are thoroughly committed to meeting your requirements.

OSMAC

is the Solution!

» Easy retrofit to existing systems or as new stand alone

» Affordable computerized central control
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The best entertainment we've ever had—The Beach Boys!

(Continued from page 27)

But | strongly feel we have to listen
to people like Metzenbaum. We have
to establish a dialogue with them and
clearly express our position and the
science behind it.

You don’t do that very well with an
empty room. | give the program a
strong A and golf course superinten-
dents an F.

Equipment Show

Is “awesome” an overworked adjec-
tive? Probably. But it fits the descrip-
tion of the equipment show,

This year's GCSAA equipment and
supply show was the biggest ever.
Cavernous. Exciting. Colorful. Fun.
Exceptional. I'd argue that seeing the
show alone is worth the registration
price. If a product has an application to
golf turf management, it is at the show.

The enormous Anaheim convention
center had its four bays full. Plus, we
took over the Arena, too.

Buying decisions are wiser and
easier after two and a half days on the
floor.

A green committee chairman from
one of our state’s finest golf clubs was
in town for a different convention and
decided to stop over for a while for a
“look see”. Well, he stayed all day and
was overwhelmed by it all. He is, |
understand, making plans for going to
Dallas next year.

There are many who say the show
is the best part of conference week.
They won’t get much argument from
me.

But | heard this question several
times during the week: “Is the show
actually getting TOO big?”

Food for thought. Regardless of the
answer, the 1993 GCSAA Equipment
Show earns the grade of A+.

Annual Banquet

Another event with Bill's signature
all over it. | like to flatter myself and
think he read last year's report card for
the Conference and agreed that the
falderal at the head table had to be
shortened, out of simple courtesy.

The business started at 8:14 p.m.
Introductions went smoothly and
quickly. No silliness; all businesslike.

Next year the GCSAA has to limit
any speaker to 10 minutes. | was
watching carefully—after 10 minutes
people in the audience start getting
antsy. After 15 minutes they are actu-
ally restless. After 20 minutes people
are actually talking out loud. If no one
is listening, why let someone drone on,
regardless of who it is?

| want to renew my call for a trap
door behind the podium. Anyone who
exceeds the allotted time will disap-
pear. NEXT!

Just about when | feared riots and
open revolt, the great woman golfer

Patty Berg stepped to the podium. She
was the best! Despite her 75 years,
her voice is strong and her wit is
sharp. We were, literally, saved by
Patty Berg.

It was a nice touch to have a former
OLD TOM MORRIS award winner pre-
sent to this year's recipient. And no
argument—Dinah Shore has done a
lot for golf and deserves the recogni-
tion. And she still has a great voice.

The meal was excellent, and so
was the service. That is not always the
case. Who likes cold food, small por-
tions and mean waiters? Not |. The
desert was a little tough—Rod
Johnson had more chocolate on his
shirt and beard than in his stomach—
but it was tasty nevertheless.

Banquet earns a grade of B+. A lit-
tle less wind and the score would have
been an A.

Entertainment

Then came the Beach Boys. WOW! |
checked out the stage before the ban-
quet began and expected quite a show.
There were all kinds of instruments
ready to go to work—5 (count ‘em—
fivel) keyboards, drums and bongos, 4
guitars, alto and tenor and base saxo-
phones, a flute, and more. The control
center along the north wall looked like
something NASA might use to launch
the space shuttle. And some of the
speakers were individually as big as
one wall in my shop. | was drooling.

And rockin’l All the over 40 rockers
were rockin’. Dr. Randy Kane was at
our table and had quite a workout dur-
ing the entertainment.

The under 40 rockers were rockin’,
too. In fact, the under 10 rockers were
movin' and groovin’ to the music |
grew up with 25 to 30 years ago.

T.J. EMMERICH & ASSOCIATES
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Thomas J. Emmerich
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30556 Bette Ann Drive
Hartland, W1 53029 « 414-966-1051
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As near as | could tell, only Mike
Love and Al Jardine of the original
Beach Boys are still at it. And can
those old fellas sing! A cappella never
sounded better, especially since
today’s Beach Boys has ten members.
All of them except Love play instru-
ments.

And they played all the great hits—
all of them, from Be True To Your
School to Kokomo, from Barbara Ann
to Help Me Rhonda, from California
Girls to The Sloop John B.

Great! A perfect entertainment
choice for a California meeting. Could,
in fact, the Beach Boys be the best
entertainment ever heard at a GCSAA
banquet?

YES! YES! Absolutely YES!

| hope the pattern is broken for
Dallas, though. It is tough to compare
this year's | Get Around with the
Haystacks' version of Achy Breaky
Heart. The only GCSAA entertainment
| ever walked out of was some chick
named Tanya Tucker who appeared at
our banquet in Washington, D.C. That
was hill billy music and it was bad.

The entertainment gets its own
grade of A++++++++.

USGA Green Section Annual
Educational Program

One of the things | am most proud
of in my professional life is member-
ship on the USGA Green Section
Committee. | take the responsibility
seriously because | know, first hand,
what a help the Green Section can be
for a golf course superintendent. |
have never missed this meeting for as
long as it has been part of the GCSAA
conference. One year, | was even
included as a speaker on their pro-
gram.

There have been many years when
the Green Section program all by itself
was worth what it cost to get to the
conference. The GCSAA presenta-
tions, in a sense, were extras. But |
cannot lie, despite long and sincere
loyalties. This year's program was a
disappointment.

The subjects selected were certain-
ly relevant; too many of the talks were
not. The information given by Dr.
Beard was needed and is a valued
addition to our resources. Honestly, |
cannot recall what Mr. Jones' mes-
sage was. The same goes for Jerry
Pate. It is nice to have “names” on the
program, but they should have a mes-
sage for us to take home.

Anyone who attended the opening
session heard Bill Roberts’ talk, only
with a different narrator.

The turf tips were, as always, very
good, very practical and useful.

But the tip about modifying a broken
golf club shaft for use as a soil sam-
pling tube was not original. Dr. Jim
Love was showing students how to do
that 25 years ago!

Confidence reigns, however, and
next year’s program will be back to the
level we have come to expect. Bet on it.

USGA conference is awarded a
grade of C.

SIDELIGHTS AND AWARDS

What's Hot? Equipment for rolling
greens. Last year there were two sep-
arate pieces. This year someone
counted 15! They ranged from the
Australian machine | recognized from
last year (more or less introduced to
the entire country by BULL SHEET
editor Fred Opperman) to attachments
(very expensive) for your triplex
greensmowers.

What's New? My vote goes to utili-
ty vehicles. Jacobsen and Toro are
industry leaders, and this year's show
saw each display their own engineered
truckster. They are multi-purpose
vehicles and will dent the Cushman
market.

Confusion. Speaking of Cushman,
is Cushman now Ransomes? Or is
Ransomes really Cushman? |Is Steiger
red or green? Or does Steiger even
exist anymore? Is your new Cushman
going to be bright green or forest
green? Where will you buy your new
Cushman? Will it be complemented
with red paint or pea green paint?
Who's who? Who cares? We do.

These wonderful veteran compa-
nies seem to have an identity crisis, at
least in the eyes of many golf course
superintendents. Do us and yourselves
a favor—get this straightened out and
then let us know what is going on.

P.S. Can I still buy a Ryan sodcutter
to replace an old one?

Touch Of Class I. Dr. J.B. Beard
showed a lot of class when accepting
his Distinguished Serviced Award
when he gave a great deal of the cred-
it for his successful life to his wife
Harriett.

Touch Of Class Il. Bill Roberts,
with his usual humility, expressed sad-
ness and pride on leaving the GCSAA
presidency. He remembered to thank
all his friends from Wisconsin, some
named personally, who helped him
achieve the ultimate in the GCSAA.

Best Lecture. This varies all over
golf's horizon, based on your course,
location, problems, budget, etc. But for
my money, Dr. Hank Wilkinson’s lec-
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ture on the patch diseases was superb.
Strong voice, excellent slides and visu-
als, brevity in his remarks, super blend
of the science and the practical, inti-
mate familiarity with the supporting
research. Obviously, a hands-on
researcher like Wilkinson who has a
clear vision of how his work can help
golf turf is appealing to golf course
superintendents. He gave us a good
understanding of the fungi at work
which will help greatly in designing a
control program. Dr. Wilkinson is doing
just what | think a professor at a land
grant college can do best—help citi-
zens solve very real problems.
This was a great lecture.
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