
A walk through the French Quarter tells you
that New Orleans Is a very old town.

SPECIAL SHOW AWARD
I collected my 20th Jacobsen Show Hat
this year. Of course, I have every one
they've given since my first GCSAA
conference in Boston in 1973 in my
collection.

Giving golf course superintendents
this neat memento from each show is
very generous and greatly appreciated.
This year's hat may be their nicest ever.
A tip 0' my (Jacobsen) hat to them!

BEST PROGRAM INNOVATION
The Green Chairman Session. This
feature has potential; hopefully, GCSAA
will see fit to develop and polish it for
next year.

MAJOR COINCIDENCE
Both GCSAA president elect Bill Rob-
erts and CMAA president elect Jack
Sullivan started their quest for national
leadership in Wisconsin. We all know of
Roberts' roots in Stevens Point. But did
you know that until a few years ago
Sullivan was the clubhouse manager at
the Nakama Golf Club in Madison?

More interesting yet is that both men
moved from here to Michigan (go figure
that one!). In fact, they ended up next
door neighbors in Grosse Pointe, "a
drive and a wedge apart" as Jack told
me.

There shouldn't be any miscommu-
nication between the GCSAA and the
CMAA this year. (You know, misunder-
standings about things like the general
manager concept.)

If you want really smooth greens, ...

Randy and JoAnn Smith were happy to see Nakoma's former clUbhouse manager, Jack Sullivan.
Jack Is new president 01the CMAA.

IF I HAD MY WAY ...
The blasted (and often boring) pro-
ceedings at the banquet take way too
long.

An hour and a quarter is out 01 line; it
seems an eternity when you are in the
audience. If I had my way, I would build
a trap door behind the podium where
the speakers have to stand to reach the
microphone. At the end of 45 minutes
the trap door would open, swallowing
whoever was speaking at the moment
(and everyone thereafter, too).

I understand some patience is re-
quired to do necessary business. But
too much time is spent on personal
items that are meaningless, uninterest-
ing and, frankly, unnecessary to inflict
on the audience. This has been true for
many years.

Advice to Willy: KEEP IT SHORT.
You'll make thousands of friends.

Mrs. Roberts and Mrs. Roberts-rnother and
wile or the new GCSAA president.

ENTERTAINMENT
The show put on by Kenny Rogers was
pretty good. There are a couple of rea-
sons why I am able to say that

1. he followed an unusually good
dinner, and

2. he kept the hillbilly music to an
absolute minimum, and

3. he didn't invite some poor fool up
to the stage for ridicule.
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Post Conference
Reflections

I wasn't wild about heading to New
Orleansforthis meeting. I remembered
it, from two previous visits to attend
GCSAA conferences, as a qrubby and
dirty town with too many sleazy char-
acters on the loose.

My memory was correct. However,
there were some improvements that
moved NOLA up the GCSAA city list a
little bit.

Notable among them were the River-
walk and the new convention center. The
Rivergate, site of the previous two
conferences I attended in NOLA, now
stands empty. It is a real dinosaur when
compared to the new facility.

The weather was decent during our
five day stay, despite a few periods of
rain. A day with an 84 degree F. high is
bound to bring smiles to a Badger.

The hotel situation was pretty good; I
heard little grousing about accommo-
dations this year. a change forthe better
from last year. I did hear a lot of griping
about the obscene cost of a room how-
ever. The shuttle service between ho-
tels and the convention center seemed
to work well.

(Continued on page 23)

A look at the near luture-a bulk delivery
system lor fungicides that eliminates scores
and scores 01containers.
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THE PROFESSIONALS
THAT KEEP VOU CUTTING.

TURF EQUIPMENT
REELMASTER 223-D
The lightweight fairway mower with the

durability and high capacity you expect.

Its superb performance in ground

following, grass catching and

striping provide superior

appearance and playing
conditions your members

can appreciate.

• 3 cylinder, 23 hp diesel engine
• Hydrostatic transmission
• Hydrostatic differential axle
• Convenient access to routinely

serviced components
• Large tires
• Power steering
• Easy-to-reach operator controls
• Standard backlapping capabilities

THE
PROBLEM
SOLVERS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

• FULL LINE STOCKING DISTRIBUTOR
• CONTROLLER REPAIR & WIRE TRACING

• CONSULTING AND COMPUTER AIDED
DESIGN SERVICES

• PUMPS, PUMP STATIONS AND
CONTROL RETROFITS

• PLASTIC PIPE AND FITTINGS

TURF EQUIPMENT IRRIGATION SUPPLY
13400 WATERTOWN PLANK RD., p.o. BOX 825, ELM GROVE, WI 53122·0825

PHON ES: LOCAL (414) 786·3301 1·800·782·3300



Thank you and good-bye until next year in Anaheim in January.

Now that the past year for the GCSAA
is over, it is fair to judge Steve Cadenelli
on how he did at the helm. Personally,
I give him good marks. I thinkhe worked
hard. I know a lot of nuts and bolts items
were completed. And I believe he con-
fronted some touchy situations in the
media with courage. Nice job. Plus,
he's a former newsletter editor!

Many superintendents put it this way:
"The New Orleans conference was bet-
terthan I expected." That's sort of how
I feel. Certainly, it was above average,
despite the lack of any appeal for
families.

Still, if we don't go back to bayou
country for a long time, you won't hear
any complaining from me.

And, finally, this meeting will always
be most remembered because Bill
Roberts took charge as president. It
just cannot get any better than that.

See y'all in Anaheim next year!

COI.UMBIA ParCar ~
One Golf Car Road • Deerfield, WI 53531

• Wisconsin Manufactured Gas & Electric
Golf Cars, Utilitrucks and Shuttles ~~r:r~R

• Full Service & Sales

• Lease Financing Available

Call (608) 764-5474 for
your FREE Demonstration Today!

23



1992 WTA Winter Conference & Show
A Gathering of First Class Turf Professionals,

Equipment & Education
By Tom Schwab

The weather outside was dreary and
drizzling, yet the attitude inside for the
11th annual Wisconsin Turfgrass As-
soctauon Winter Conference and Show
couldn't have been any more bright and
enlightening. The trade show is grow-
ing and evolving with more exhibitors
than ever before. New for this year
were a few pieces of equipment to ln-
spect along with the usual tabletop for-
mat with informative industry repre-
sentatives. The educational sessions
were top notch with a broad appeal to
everyone and anyone in the turfgrass
industry.

Evident was all the hard work and
organizing it took to put together this
largest ever WTA winter conference.
Special thanks are given to the orga-
nizing committee of Wayne Otto (chair-
man), Gary Zwirlein, Tom Salaiz. Ed
Devinger, Bill Vogel, Dave Payne and
Terry Kurth. Thanks are also given to
session chairmen BiliVogel, Bob Erdahl,
Terry Kerth and Dave Payne for the
introductions and organization.

Welcoming remarks were given by
Tom Salaiz, manager of the O.J. Noer
research facility, and Gary Zwirlein,
president of WTA. They reassured us
the faculty positions for turf at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin will be filled to
replace retiring professors Gayle Wort
and Bob Newman. Also mentioned was

that the Noer facility is ours and any of
us can make suggestions for research
projects. Next came the research up-
dates from the University of Wisconsin
Professors Newman, Kussow and
Koval. All had enlightening information
to share. Missing from this year's con-
ference was Dr. Wort. His new duties
as interim Dean of Agricultural Exten-
sion kept him away. It's hard to believe
we won't be seeing him much anymore
with those duties and his upcoming
retirement.

Terry Kurth, past president of WfA.
and Rod Johnson, past president of
WGCSA, naxtaddressed some current
legislative and regulatory issues that
will beaffecting all of us. Theirmessage
was for all 01 us to get involved in the
legislative process. We have to keep
the handling of pesticides in the hands
of trained people and we must get the
message out that responsible use of pes-
ticides does not harm the environment.

After lunch Tuesday and again
Wednesday morning, attendees had a
choice of two groups of educational
sessions to visit. One group of lectures
was aimed primarily toward golf course
superintendents. The other talks were
mainly for park managers, lawn care
professionals, athletic field managers,
sod growers & landscapers. Many of the
sessions were for everyone.

Professor Wayne xussew makes a point during the
conference educational session.

As always, the USGA Green Section
wason the agenda. Bob Vavrek shared
many slides and turf tips he has accu-
mulated from the 1991 Turf Advisory
Service visits. He covered tree pruning,
drainage tiling, turf covers, seeding
techniques, new equipment, machinery
problems, weed problems and many
other pest problems from Sclerotinia to
skunks.

The University of Wisconsin contrib-
uted extensively both days with lec-
tures from Professors Newman, Koval
and Kussow. Dr. Koval's talk was, "ln-
sect Pest Management Tools for the
90's." He discussed some biological
controls and also some chemicals that
will work at extremely dilute rates that
are being developed. He commented
that 99% of insect control is done natu-
rally. Of the 1% that we control, he re-
inforced that we must continue to talk to
legislators to maintain this percentage
of control. He warned that we should
only protect the controls that are envi-
ronmentally responsible.

Dr. Kussow gave an extremely timely
and informative address entitled "Nu-
trient and Pesticide losses in Turf." He
evaluated four studies that looked at
these possible losses into the ground-
water. The results showed some areas
of concern that need our attention. One
is that soluable N sources can leach 4

24



Don Maske presents UW-Madlson Turf
Management student Don Beuthln NOR AM
scholarship.

to 10 times more that slow release N
sources. Another is that acid forms of
herbicide can possibly leach whereas
ester forms won't. The studies con-
cluded tu rf is environmentally safe when
looking at leaching and run-off potential
of nutrients and pesticides. Some of the
reasons for this finding are that turf
provides a permanent dense qrcund-
cover, has a dense fibrous root system,
typically has high water infiltration rates,
often has a thatch layer, is a high value
crop that permits use of slow release
nitrogen sources, N applications are
spread out over season and N rates are
Jess that optimum for biomass produc-
tion.

Industry and government were also
well represented by Doug Houseworth
of Ciba Geiql, Jerry Ingenthron of
Monsanto, Bruce Augustin of Lesco and
Dave Frederickson from Wisconsin
Department of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection.

An interesting turf species was intro-
duced by Bill Junk from Fine Lawn Re-
search, Inc. The species is Poa Supina
which was claimed to bathe mostshade
and wear tolerant turf available. It
sounded like a plant too good to be true.
Ihope it's notadisappointmentlike some
other products have been in the past.
I'd like to try some seed.

Marc Davison gave an interesting
talk titled, "How I use my computer at
Blackwoll Hun.vrom DelaneyfromThe
Professional Lawn Care Association of
America spoke on lawn care in the 90's.
Dr. Mike Agnew of Iowa State Univer-
sity is becoming a regular on the Wis-
consin speaking tour and etten gives
Oneof the most interesting lectures. His
report, "Handling Environmental
Stresses", was one such talk. He of-
fered tips on what to do or not to do in
wet or drought years.

Wednesday's award banquet and
luncheon had many presentations for

scholarships and research. Spring Val-
ley Turf Products presented a $500
scholarship to U.W.junior Jay Packard.
Nor Am gave a $1,000 scholarship to
Don Beuthin, a senior at the U.W. Both
are students in the CALS Turf grounds
program. WT A was presented other
monies to be used for scholarships and
research in the amounts of $4,OOOfrom
Ciba Geigi, $200 from the Northern
Great Lakes GCSA, $5,870 from
Reinders Brothers Daconll promotion
and $1,000 from Horst Distributing.

The luncheon speaker, U.W. football
coach Barry Alverez, was able to fit us
into his busy schedule. He told an array
of anecdotes about his college and early
playing years, his recruiting work and
his players. He also toid how he gets his
players to motivate and set goals. The
inevitable question came up about the
synthetic turf at Camp Randall. He said
his preference would be natural grass.
Maybe the U.W. will be smarter next
time they replace the rug.

Wisconsin head football coach Barry
Alvarez wowed the crowd with his enthusi-
asm about the Badger foolballteam.

This conference just keeps getting
better. The planning committee keeps
topping itself every year and deserves
a lot of thanks. The ever increasing at-
tendance and expanded trade show
added much to the 1992 conference.

Wisconsin Turfgrass Association Conference & Show

List of Exhibitors
The Andersons
Dow Elanco and Company
Hanley
Horst Distributing
ISlfTerra Sorb
Kellogg Seed, Inc.
L.L Olds Seed Company
Lebanon Total Turf
Lesco, Inc.
Milorganite
Nor-Am Chemical
Northrup King
PBI-Gordon Corporation
Rhone Pculenc
o.u. Scott & Son
Spring Valley Turf Products
Tyler Enterprises
Vigoro Industries Waupaca Materials
Wilbur Ellis Company!

Brayton Chemicals
Wisconsin Turf Equlprnent
Standard Gall
Clifford Sales
Johnson and Associates
Tractor Loader Sales
Pendelton Turf Supply
Reinders Turf
Reinders Irrigation
Mechanical Soil Tech
Turf Products of Milwaukee
KEI
Environmental Protection
ISK Biotech
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List of Participants in
Reinder/Daconil Program
The Alpine Inc.
American Baptist Assembly
Americana lake Geneva Corp
Auburn Bluffs Golf Course
The City of Beloit
Black River Country Club
Blackhawk Country Club
Blue Mound Golf Course
Brown County Golf Course
Brynwood Country Club
Bulls Eye Country Club
Butte des Morts Golf Club
Camelot Country Club
Carlln Sales Co
Cedar Spring Golf Club
Bob Chase Golf
Chenequa Country Club
Cherokee Country Club
Chris's Lawn Service
Countryside Golf course
Crawford Tree Service
Dairymen's Country Club
Deer Run Golf club
Dodge Point Golf Club
Edgewood Golf Course (Big Bend)
Elks Country Club
Escanaba Country Club
Euroactividade (The Springs)
Evergreen Country Club
Fox Hills Inn & Country Club
Fox Lake Golf Course
Fox Valley Golf Club
Grand View Golf course
Green Bay Packers
Green Meadow Turf



(Reinders Program, continued)
H & H Fairway
Hartford Golf Course
Henke Landscape
Hiawatha Golf Club
Hillmoor Country Club
Hillview Golf Course
Homestead country Club
Hon E Kor Golf
Horst Distributing
Inshalla Country Club
Kenosha Country Club
Kenosha County Parks
Kettle Moraine Golf Club
Koshonong Mounds Country Club
La Crosse Country Club
Lac La Belle Golf Club
Lake Arrowhead Golf Club
Lake Lawn Ladge
Lake Ripley Country Club
Lake Wisconsin Country Club
the City of Lancaster
Landscape Management
Lauderdale Lakes Country Club
Lelds Nursery (Neenah)
Liban's Lawn Service
Linderts Multiple Services Inc.
Maple Bluff Country Club
Maple Grove Country Club

(Washington Island)
Maple Grove Country Club
Maple Valley Golf Club
Maplecrest Country Club
Maplewood Golf Course
Mascoutin Country Club
Maxwelton Braes
Mayville Golf Course
Merrill Hills country Club
Merrill Public Golf Course
Mid-Vallee Golf Course
Milwaukee Brewers
Milwaukee Country Club
Mound View Country Club
Muskego Lake Country Club
Nekoma Golf Club
Neillsville Country Club
New London Country Club
Nine Springs Golf Club
North Shore Glof Club (Menasha)
North Shore Country Club (Mequon)
Old Hickory Golf Club
Oneida Golf and Riding Club
Oshkosh Country Club
Ozaukee Country Club
Jim Peck's Wildwood Golf
Pictured Rocks Golf

and Country Club
Pine Grove Country Club
Pine Hills Country Club
Pinewood Country Club
Platteville Golf Club
Plum Lake Golf Club
Prairie du Sac Country Club
Quit-QuI-Oc Golf Club
Racine Country Club
Reedsburg Country Club

Riveredge Country Club
Rivermoor Country Club
Ridgeway Country Club
Sandalwood Country Club
Scenic View Country Club
Fritz Schultz Enterprises
Sentry Insurance (Sentry World)
Sheboygan Town & Country Club
The City 01 Sparta
S1. John's Military
Sundown Golf Course
Sunset Par 3
Tee Hi Golf Club
Trappers Turn Golf Course
Tree Acres Sod Farm
Tripoli Country Club
Trout Lake Golf Course
Tuckaway Country Club

Tuscumbia Golf Club
Utica Golf Club
Viroqua Country Club
Wachtel Tree Service
Walsh Golf Center
Watertown Country Club
Wausau Golf Club Inc.
Wawaonowin Country club
West Bend Country Club
Westhaven Golf Club
Westmoor Country Club
The City of Whitehallj

Whitehall Country Club
George Williams College
Willow Run Inc.
Wisconsin Dells Schools
Wisconsin River Country Club
Wisconsin Turf Equipment

WGCSA Monthly Programs for 1992
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The Sports Page

I
Fertilizers, Werewolfs and
Instruction Make a Bad Threesome--~-:= v-~= ---------- by Rob Schultz

Whenever I read another story about
the danger of pesticides used on golf
courses I think about a kid named
Bennie, who used to hang around the
local muni where I grew up.

To say Bennie was a tad strange is
like saying that Saddam Hussein has a
problem with his temper. Bennie had
hair, lots of hair. Even though he couldn't
have been older than 17, hair covered
his back and you could braid the stuff
coming our oh his nose and ears. We
called him the werewolf.

To make matters worse, nobody ever
learned anything about him because
Bennie had a tendency to talk the way
rock-and-roller James Brown sang.

One day, when a buddy and I were
playing golf with a couple of local old-
timers, we were told the story of why
Bennie was Bennie.

"He likes to lick his golf balls when
there's fertilizer on the greens, ~said one
of the old-timers.

For years, I was stupid enough to
believe that story. One day after I slurped
all over my Maxfli and found one of
those tiny white nuggets between my
teeth, I ran home certain to find hair
growing where it wasn't supposed to. I
was certain I would soon be howling at
the moon.

Unfortunately, there are still plenty of
people who still believe in similar sto-
ries. Like my neighbor, who boards up
his house whenever Ispread Milorganite
on my lawn.

The untruths about fertilizers and
pesticides head my list of what I have
decided to call golf stupidity.

Next on my list are the instruction
features that make up the bulk of the
national golf magazines which flood my
mailbox every month.

These instruction pieces have won-
derful intentions, but they should carry
a warning label that says: ~Surgeon
General's warning that digesting the
hundreds of instructional pieces appear-
ing in monthly magazines can cause
hypertension, broken hearts and angry
golf partners who have to listen to four

hours of instruction speak while trying
to complete a round."

One article will tell golfers to keep the
right elbow tucked close to the body at
all times while the next one will say it's
OK to let the elbow flyaway from the
body.

Yet another magazine will blare a
headline on the cover that offers sure-
fire cures for the slice. When you start
reading, the author, Dr. William Allen
Randolph Joseph, who received doc-
torates in physics and anatomy and
why the most intelligent people only
have first names, will explain that is you
keep your left arm at a 30 degree angle,
your right arm at a 46 degree angle,
your chin at a 14 degree angle and clip
six nose hairs prior to your round, you
won't slice.

I've played golf with lots of folks who
have read every word of every instruc-
tional article ever written. They are
notoriously the slowest golfers on the
planet because it takes them twenty
minutes to set up for every shot. I'd love
to pen an instructional piece entitled,
"Sure-fire cure to speed up play." The
article would be summed up in three

PENDELTON
TURF SUPPLY

Ed Wilkowski

Chemicals
Full Line of Turf Products
Competitive Pricing
New Product Information

Satisfaction Guaranteed

414-421-6474
9305 Oak Creek Ct.
Franklin, WI 53132
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words: "Ban instructional articles."
Everybody needs a golf lesson once

and awhile, I've had plenty of them and
learned that the best teachers offer
maybe one piece of advice that in-
volvesjustone swing thought. But such
advice wouldn't sell magazines. Golf
has mirrored the medical profession.
Reading a golf instructional article or
spending gobs of money on one of those
silly instruction schools are like going to
the doctor looking for a prescription for
a sinus infection and he tells you he
needs to run a battery of tests on you.
Since you have no clue about medi-
cine, you agree to $1 ,000 worth of tests
and go home feeling no better and
without the prescription you wanted in
the first place.

Next on the list brings us back to the
golf course superintendent's position,
or the job that virtually every golfer on
this planet thinks he knows more about
than the golf course superintendent.

There's an old saying that claims
there are two certainties in life: Death
and taxes. Wrong. There are three
things: Death, taxes and gripes about
the golf course.

I can count on one of my golf partners
complaining about a bladeof grass that's
either out of place or not green enough
during every round of golf. Here's the
scenario: One of my partners pulls out
his Golf Digest and reads over how to
address the ball to ensu re he won't slice,
skull or chill-dlp-c-terms which belong
more in a Jeffrey Dahmer trial than on a
golf course. Then the golfer makes the
worst swing in the history of the game
and his ball sails over two fairways and
into a divot left by another Golf Digest
subscriber. Now my partner is mad.
''Why didn't the grounds crew repair
that?" He screams. "Now there's no
chance I can make par."

My other partners stand around and
wonder how a golfer can act like that. I
always have a pat answer.

I tell them, 'He likes to lick his golf
balls when there's fertilizer on the
greens."



When it comes to developing first class fairways
and greens we don't putt around.

Mother Nature may have a grip on
us today, but soon those chilling winter
winds will give way to warm southerly
breezes and once again your golf course
will come to iife.

When you call and ask us to design
a blend of seed for your course we do it
with one purpose in mind, that is to make
your course stand out and look spectacu-
lar from the first hole to the last.

Now is the time to plan for spring
seeding and overseeding. And, whether
you're seeding in the sun or the shade,on
fairways or tees, Olds has your seed.

Planning on seeding or overseed-
ing this spring? Give us a call, we'd be
glad to work with you to develop a blend of
seed that will make your course look terri-
fic.

For over 100 years turigrass pro-
duction has been a growing part of Olds
Seed Company. We thoroughly research
each variety of seed we sell, to offer you
only the hardiest and most genetically
advanced varieties available. Varieties that
will grow and thrive under both normal and
stressed growing conditions.

For more information call toll free:
1-800-356-7333

in the Madison area call (608) 249-9291

L.L. Olds Seed Company. P.O. Box 7790, Madison WI, 53707



Life In The Norlhwoods

Winter Turfgrass Management
by Dean Musbach
Superintendent, Timber Ridge Country Club

One thing for sure-winter is long in
the northwocds. Havingturfundersnow
and ice for 130to 160 days is common.
Every superintendent in Wisconsin has
concerns about the winter. Snow mold,
ice damage and desiccation can be
devastating. Despite years of research,
superintendents still struggle to control
turf damage during the winter.

It is especially important for northern
superintendents to control everyfaetor
they can. Cultural practices are the
key. A sound fertility program, proper
water management, attentive pest
control, and an aggressive aerification
and thatch control program will mini-
mize damage during most winters.
Other factors that need to be consid-
ered are: soil structure; turf variety; and
the age, style and topography of the
golf course.

Much of the soil in northern Wisconsin
is a sandy loam. Unfortunately, when
the pioneers of golf course construction
built greens, they dredged river beds
and bogs in search of rich black soil.
Little did they know that fifty years later
superintendents would still be strug-
gling to grow turf on that "black gold. ~At
least the pioneers of golf course construc-
tion had an excuse; USGA golf green
specifications were not yet conceived.

Like the rest of the country, Northern
Wisconsin is enjoying the golf boom.
Unfortunately, in an effort to save
money, people continue to ignore the
USGA green specification, and they
replaced it with the so-called "modified
USGA green." This is like calling a
Yugo a "mcdltied Mercedes." Both cars
have similar components. but when it
comes to performance, the Mercedes
easily wins. Like the Mercedes, the
USGA green speaks for Itself. The bot-
tom line is, "you get what you pay for."

In the late 1970's, Wadsworth built
Timber Ridge. At the developer's re-
quest, Wadsworth built two types of
"modified USGA greens" during two
construction phases. Phase one greens
were built with medium course sands
mixed with decomposed saw dust.
Phase two greens were built with me-
dium fine sands mixed with peat. In

both phases, the choker layer, gravel
base and drain tile were omitted.

Needless to say, neither modified
green works properly (l.e., no perched
water table). Phase one greens drain
too rapidly. and phase two greens drain
poorly.

In northern Wisconsin, many super-
intendents are trying to maintain Poa
annua and bentgrass on heavy, poorly
drained soil. They are making progress
thanks to modern technology. Deep
tine aerityinq. improved green covers
and improved fungicides have helped
improve turf quality.

Years before deep tine aerifying,
many northern superintendents strip-
ped a row of sad through drainage
contours and low pockets to facilitate
better surface drainage on greens. The
following spring they replaced the sod,
and the greens were ready to play.

Recently, some superintendents
have reported excellent results with
deep tine aerifying. An improved infil-
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tratlcn rate has eliminated pockets of
water that were destructive in the past.
Deep tine aerifying has improved both
the infiltration rate and the root structure.

The development of the green cover
has also had an impact in the north.
Superintendents tried using clear and
opaque PVC tarps during the early
1970's, but these materials proved to
be inadequate because conditions be-
neath the tarps were difficult to control.

Today many superintendents use new
improved green covers to prevent des-
iccation and ice damage. These green
covers are also used for spring reno-
vations.

Last year, I attended an excellent turl
symposium about winter klll in Iron
Mountain, Michigan. Superintendents
who were using covers said that the
geotextile cover works best for desic-
cation while the light polyethylene cover
is superior for controlling ice. They said
the ice is easily removed by snow blow-
ing the covered area; then using a
shovel handle. the ice is shattered and
easily pushed off the cover. For many
superintendents inthe northwoods, this
is a common practice.

Despite manufacturers' claims, green
covers have not minimized snow mold;
to the contrary, if covers are not care-
fUlly managed during the spring and
fall, snow mold can be severe.

Snowmold continues to be the most
devastating disease in northern Wis-
consin. Many courses spend their en-
tire fungicide budget to prevent dam-
age to their greens. No single combi-
nation of fungicides consistently gives
positive results, especially combina-
tions that do not include mercury. Many
fungicides boast that they control snow
mold, but they are barely adequate in
the northern snow belt.

At this time, only a few northern
courses have the budget to treat tees
and fairways for snow mold. Most
courses are maintaining Poa/hlueqrass/
ryegrass tees and fairways. PCNS at
various rates has been the fungicide of
choice, but the results have been mini-
mallyadequate.

(Continued on page 31)



TURF'SUR
There's tough mowing aheadl City parks,

back yards, baseball diamonds, municipal
sites, golf courses-to name a few.

The whole nine yards!
Through it all, tough Magnum and Command

engines keep clipping right along.
Kohler's high torque rise cuts jobs down to size

in no time, flat.
For power that can cut it, at any angle, Kohler verticals

are equipped with full pressure lubrication and full-flow oil

filtration. And to protect your engine from
low oil conditions, there's optional Oil
Sentry-

Plus, with genuine Kohler parts, a
strong dealer network and a two year

industrial strength warranty, Kohler engines keep
your customers on the cutting edge of their field.

For more information about Kohler Magnum and
Command engines write Kohler Co., Enqine Division,
Kohler Wisconsin 53044, Or call 414-457-4441.

'h'Kohl",Co..1990,
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