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WHO'S GOT ONE?
By Monroe S. Miller

It has hardly been a secret that Marc Davison is a smart
and capable young man. A tour of the Blackwolf Run courses
will confirm that.

Last January, lots of people recognized just how sharp
Marc is during his lecture at the Wisconsin Turtgrass Associa-
tion Winter Conference. His subject was neither grass nor
golf.

He talked about computers. The lecture was really well
received and impressed nearly everybody lucky enough to
hear it.

So good was it, in fact, that the reviews it received made
it easy for me to convince him to write an article for THE
GRASS ROOTS. It appeared in the last issue.

Marc's article got me to thinking and wondering how many
Wisconsin golf course superintendents were making use of a
computer in their work.

I have to, in a sense, because that is how our golf course
gets a drink of water when it needs it. A few other uses have
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come about as a result of my access to a machine.
This issue's SURVEY question was presented to as many

members as I could get to at the April (Evergreen C.C.)
meeting and at the May (C.C. of Beloit) meeting of the
Wisconsin Golf Course Superintendents Association.

The questions were simple: "Do you have a computer for
work?" and "If you do, is itfor your irrigation system orforother
purposes?"

To the first question, twelve WGCSA members indicated
they use a computer in golf course management. Six used
their machines to operate the course irrigation system and
the other six used their machines for "other" purposes.

Twenty-two WGCSA members did not have a computer at
work. Most of those expressed little interest in obtaining one,
either.

That might change, however, now that they've read Marc's
article!

Concrete Security
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Transportable
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UPDATE YOUR CONTROL SYSTEM
AT A REASONABLE PRICE I

COMPUTER-RADIO IRRIGATION CONTROL SYSTEM
By COPS UNIVERSAL (jJuckner"

• Communication by 2-way radio verifies
each transmission

• No need for new controllers or costly
installation of communication wire

• Ability to transmit (and log) flow data
back to central computer

• Maximize your pump's efficiency by
grouping valves as you choose. regardless
of hard-wiring constraints

• Call today for a free survey and quote!
1·800·347 -4272
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The Sporting Green

By Chad Eberhardt

Somewhere along the line it was
decreed that a tanned Caucasian face
is a healthy face.

But now we know that's not true.
Tanned skin is an abnormal condi-

tion, the body's defense against the
sun's harmful ultraviolet light.

Yet we still ignore the painful mes-
sages the body attempts to send us.

Excessive exposure to sun radialion
is a cancer risk of major degree.

You don't have to be an official sun-
bather to be at risk. By working long
hours, year after year, out on the golf
course, we rank near the top of high risk
groups.

Since our occupation doesn't allow
us 10 completely avoid direct sun expo-
sure, the regular use of sunscreens or
sunshades is a necessary step to
counteract the adverse effect of sun
damage.

You must constantly remind yourself
that you are at risk to develop some
form of skin cancer.

Early detection and removal is ex-
tremely important.

There are three types of sun related
skin cancer. They are: Squamous cell
carcinoma; Basal cell carcinoma; and
Malignant melanoma.

Squamous cell carcinoma usually
occurs on exposed parts in fair-skinned
individuals who sunburn easily and tan
poorly.

They tend to develop slowly in the
course of a few months. A firm, fleshy,
hard-surfaced lump develops. In some
cases, it looks like a wart. In others, it
looks like an ulcer.

The lower lip, the ears, and the hands
are common sites.

Go to your physician immediately if
you develop a lump that does not heal
in two weeks.

Basal cell carcinoma is the most com-
mon of the three types of skin cancer.

These lesions grow slowly, attaining
a size of 1-2cm in diameter only after a
year's growth. Unlike the other two skin
cancers, it does not spread to other
parts of the body until it has been present
for a long time.

A small, flesh-colored, or sometimes
pearly-looking lump appears on the skin.
A common site is the face. The lump
grows steadily and within about six
weeks becomes an ulcer which may
bleed. Scabs may form, but the ulcer
does not heal.

Malignant melanoma is the most
serious of the three types.

It is the leading cause of death from
skin disease. Melanoma is ranked as
the ninth most common cancer.

Deaths from malignant melanoma
are increasing at a faster rate than
death from any other malignant tumor
disease except lung cancer. There is a
trend toward a younger age of inci-
dence each year.

Unlike the otherlwo, malignant mela-
nomas quite often spread throughout
the body.

The most common symptom is a
change in appearance of an existing
mole or development of a new mole.

There are four mole features to look
for in recognizing malignant melanoma:
1. Asymmetric growth; 2. Black border
that "spills" out beyond the edges; 3.
Variations in color consisting of browns,
blacks, blues, reds, and whites; 4. Size
of the melanoma tends to be greater
than 6mm before it is recognized.

Because malignant melanoma may
spread quickly, early recognition, diag-
nosis, and treatment is essential. The
longer melanoma goes untreated, the
lower the survival rate.

The three sun related skin cancers
have become relatively common. Not
too long ago they were considered very
deadly.

Today, as a result of increased pub-
lic awareness of early detection, most
skin cancers can be cured surgically.

Nonetheless, statistics still show skin
cancer isonthe rise. Since we are likely
candidates, we cannot ignore even the
slightest abnormality.

Make it a point to relay the impor-
tance of vigorous personal surveillance
to all your employees.

You cannot paint an ugly enough
picture!
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PEAK PERFORMANCE
PEACE OF MIND.

Layne preventative
maintenance provides both.

An annual Layne perfor-
mance test on your pumping
equipment can save you money.
After a long, hot pumping sea-
son, pump performance can fall
well below original output. That
means high operating costs, low
flow rates, reduced pressure and
possibly pump failure.

Layne service can prevent
those unnecessary expenses.
Schedule your preventive main-
tenance test today and enjoy
peace of mind all season long.

~Mffirt"W.st Company
Pewaukee, WI
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Schofield, WI
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