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USGA Environmental Study May Force Changes.
Superintendents Can Handle It.
But What About Golfers?
By Rob Schultz

When the United States Golf Asso-
ciation announces the results of its $5.4
million research study in a few years,
it doesn't expect golf course superin-
tendents to howl at any changes that
may have to be made. But getting golf-
ers to react as positively as the super-
intendents may be a different story.

The USGA has directed $3 million of
that $5.4 million research study toward
an evaluation of how fertilizers and
pesticides affect the environment. One
possible result of that research may
force superintendents to create more
natural landscapes - or areas of
brown, an ugly color 10golfers who de-
mand that their courses stay green.

"Part of the whole effort will be to get
golfers to consider that you don't have
to have everything perfect every day of
every year," said Jim Snow, the na-
tional director of the USGA Green Sec-
tion and chairman of the Turfgrass and
Environmental Research Committee.
"There may be a few brown spots and
some things let go to add natural land-
scape. It might be just as nice or as ac-
ceptable as what we've got now."

Snow admitted that convincing golf-
ers that change is good may be one of
the more difficult aspects once the
study is finished. And he agreed that
superintendents should be left alone to
do the convincing.

"Some superintendents already
agree that some of things they have to
do are ridiculous. But that's what peo-
ple want and pay for and if the super-
intendent disagrees, they're fired,"
Snow said. "So it's going to take an ef-
fort on the part of the USGA and many
others to convince them.

"As we find out more, and if there are
problems that need to be fixed, then

the more critical it will be for us to sell
the alternative to the golfers. "

At the moment, the study is in its in-
fant stage. The USGA's initial an-
nouncement didn't occur until last
June at the U.S. Open at Medinah
Country Club. C. Grant Spaeth, the
USGA's president, said the work will be
done by land grant universities
throughout the country. And besides
examining the fertilizer and pesticide
questions, Spaeth said the study will
also be geared toward the develop-
ment of alternative and non-chemical
methods of pest control and the influ-
ence of golf courses on people and
wildlife.

Snow said the USGA received 83
proposals from universities. (The Uni-
versity of Wisconsin did not make a
proposal.) That number has since
been whittled to 22. Final decisions
conceminq which schools will take part
in the study will be made in December.
Work will then begin shortly thereafter.
But don't expect immediate results.

"We'll try to update information year-
ly," said Snow. "But it will take two to
three years to finalize the work and
publish the information. If we find there
are definite problems, then we'll have
another set of research programs to in-
vestigate the alternatives. "

Snow said the completion of the
study won't put to an end, once and for
all, where golf courses stand in terms
of the environment.

"It won't put it to rest, I can pretty
much guarantee that, because no mat-
ter what is found there will be people
who won't believe it," he said. "And
there probably will be cases, even
though we'll have all this work done at
several universities located at all the

climatic regions of the country, where
certain materials will always be a po-
tential threat. You'll always hear that
'This site is different than the one that
was tested.' "

The USGA fully expects some envi-
ronmentalists to complain that this was
a study funded by a golf association.
Thus, it will be one-sided toward golf.
To combat such accusations, Snow
said the study will include a represen-
tative from the Environmental Protec-
tion Association, the Audubon Society
and other environmental groups.

"In the end, I think the study will give
us a lot more information than we have
now and it will put an end to some of
the concerns, but probably not all of
them," Snow said.

Snow wasn't sure what kind of prob-
lems the study might find.

"What we know already is that in
many situations, fertilizers and pesti-
cides won't be a pollution problem due
to the nature of the soils and the par-
ticulars of the situation," Snow said.
"But in some sensitive areas or where
there's a potential for runoff in some
unusual conditions, you might find
some runoff or leaching through san-
dy soil and into groundwater supplies. "

Nevertheless, Snow didn't want to
jump to any conclusions. That rubs
against the grain of what this study is
all about.

"We're going into this research pro-
gram with an open mind, " said Snow.
"Whatever we find, we find. And we'll
react to whatever we find. "

The superintendents, meanwhile,
can rest assured that the USGA will
back them any way it can to help im-
plement any of those changes that may
have to be made.

WISCONSIN TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION

GOLF OUTING - OCTOBER 9, 1990
Westmoor Country Club

31



(Continued from front page)
explore stress on bentgrass greens, tees and fairways. Ex-
ploring current maintenance techniques used in different
situations by superintendents may help turn some wheels.
The speakers include:

Kevin Dushane - Bloomfield Hills C.C.
Bill Whitley - Chicago Golf Club
Gary Grigg - Shadow Glen C.C.
Dr. Joe Duich - Penn State University
Tom Mascaro -
Joel Jackson - Isleworth Golf and Country Club
Bob Vavrek - USGA agronomist
Jim Latham - USGA regional director

Remember, your participation is not only important from a
personal education standpoint; all proceeds go to the O.J.

NOER FOUNDATION for TURFGRASS RESEARCH.
We hope to see you there, at the Pfister, in October.

Wisconsin Golf Turf Symposium
Anniversary Speaker Roster

1966-1990

This listing of the speakers featured on the programs of
the Wisconsin Golf Turf Symposium over the past twenty-
five years reads like a "Who's Who" of the turfgrass indus-
try in America. These people have, in fact, made the sym-
posium the singular, well respected educational event it has
been for twenty-five years.
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Wisconsin Golf Turf Symposia 1966 - 1990
First* 1966 Winter Injury (Bulletin No.5) Seventeenth 1982 Getting to the Roots of the

Second 1967 The Physical Nature of Soils Matter

Third 1968 Poa annua Eighteenth* 1983 The Facts and Fallacies of Poa
annua Management

Fourth 1969 Satisfying the Golfer
Nineteenth 1984 Directions in Golf Course

Fifth 1970 The Chemical Nature of Soil Management
Sixth 1971 Where are We Going in Golf Twentieth 1985 Grooming - The State of the

Course Management? Art - New Problems for New
Seventh 1972 Recycling Golf Course Wastes Times

Eighth* 1973 Thatch Twenty-first 1986 The Micronutrients - Who
Needs Them?

Ninth 1974 Water Movement in Soils
Twenty-second 1987 Impressions - A Memorable

Tenth 1975 A New Deal for an Old Course Golf Course (First to Lasting)
Eleventh 1976 Living with Poa annua Species Twenty-third 1988 Water Management - A Cultural
Twelfth 1977 Keeping Your Head on Straight Practice for all Conditions

Thirteenth 1978 Fast Grass Twenty-fourth 1989 Optimizing Pest Management -

Fourteenth 1979 Research Strategies to Maximize Results

Fifteenth' 1980 Sand-On and In Golf Greens Twenty-fifth 1990 Bentqrass - New, Old, Right or
Wrong

Sixteenth" 1961 Management Requirements for
Sand Greens and Sand Top- *Proceedings
Dressed Greens

[Wilbur-Ellis I
Ideas to grow With'

The Wilbur E1UsCo. is proud to shon our IDEAS TO GROW WITH!
• Fast FREE Delivery within 24 hours of your call
• Computer generated price information & product information
• Contracted distributor for all MAJOR Turf Products
• Professional Turf Sales Representatives committed to SERVICING YOUR NEEDS
• EPA regulatory assistance - MSDS, EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLANS
• Electronic Partnership· computer software linking us to our customers
• Soil & Water Testing Harris Labs
• Member of local and national Golf Course Superintendents Association

BRA TOn
Chemicals Division

Combining experience and modern techniques in equipment & facilities we have
built our business by giving our customers IDEAS TO GROW WITH and the service
to meet their needs.

For more inforltUltiDn, contact •..
Joe Wollner· Wisconsin & Northern Illinois· 800-747-7400

John C. Meyer· Central Illinois· 600-892·4033
Larry Thornton· Minnesota· 800-642-2736
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(Continued from page 2)
ball's chance. The real issue is the en-
tire GCSAA "Political System".

Please, GCSAA Board, allow us as
involved members to add to the orga-
nization through the present commit-
tee structure. Take it upon yourselves
to help "clean-up" the politics. Police
yourselves. Continue to take steps to
take the politics away from those Del-
egates with large numbers of votes and
even larger egos.

Most of all, give us credit as GCSAA
members to smell a rat. We have been
active, concerned, and involved mem-
bers by choice. Please give us the op-
portunity to continue.

FOR SALE:
Two 1990 Aire 02.Pond Aerators. 2
hp., 3 phase, 460 volt units. Pack-
age includes: motor control panels,
1100 ft. of 12-4 wire and decorative
covers. All equipment is new and
still in the box. Willing to separate
the package. Any offer considered.
Call Randy Slavik at (715) 359-3223.

HowTo Keep Things
From Turning Ugl}l.

.. ~

From nutsedge to nightshade, fire ants
to fungi, nobody works harder to protect your

turf and ornamentals than Ciba-Geigy.

For All Your Turf and Ornamentals Needs See...

Don Spier
Marketing Specialist

10 Devine Way
Sycamore, Illinois 60178

(8l5} 895-7860 ClBA-GBGY

the
bruce
companlJOF WISCONSIN.INC.

LEE BRUCE
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION

2830 W. BELTLINE HWY .• P.O. BOX 330
MIDDLETON, WI 53562

(608) 836·7041
Mix With The
Professionals

Servicing your sand and sand/organics top-
dressing and construction needs. Highest
quality available anywhere. Fast service-next
day delivery.

FIBROUS PEAT
NO STICKS. NO STONES, NO ROOTS

.nd
STERILIZED SPECIFICATION SAND

SAND/PEAT GREEN$MIX
SAND/PEAT TOPDRESSING

Waupaca MatefialslGreenmi~
Dfvrsicns Of Faulks Bros.

Construction. Inc.
(715) 258-8566

FAX: (715) 258·8750
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Walking or Riding Greensmowers For Putting Greens?

It was decided by the green commit-
tee and approved by the board of di-
rectors last fall that we would go back
to using the walking greensmower on
putting greens in 1990. The greens at
Ozaukee Country Club are quite large
(averaging 6,000 square feet), so we
planned on using at least four mowers
and possibly five on certain days.

The total cash outlay for six putting
green mowers would be in excess of
$20,000.00, about the same cost as two
riding mowers. I had anticipated the
man-hours 10 increase from 40 to 80
hours per week which would not in-
crease the budget too much. At
$5.50/hour, it would amount to an add-
ed cost of $220.00 each week, which
only would add one full-time person to
our crew. However, since we were look-
ing for people to work about three
hours a day, we thought we would need
three or four additional people. This
didn't originally seem like it would be
too difficult to accomplish. All winter we
eagerly looked forward to the upcom-
ing golf season.

My first step in early March was to
place an ad in the "help wanted" sec-
tion of a couple of local newspapers,

By Wayne Otto

which said, ATTENTION: Housewives,
semi-retirees or anyone interested in
getting paid for a 5-7 mile walk every
day in the early morning on a beautiful
golf course, please caf/.

My thought was to get some hard-
working personnel who would pay at-
tention to detail and not need too much
supervision. Hopefully, these same
people would return year after year,
rather than as in past years having stu-
dents who we would train and most
likely only see for a couple of years at
the most. We had many female and
male applicants.

I was very pleased with the response
and thought that we had solved our
normal early season help problems.
Unfortunately, it didn't turn out exactly
as I had planned.

First of all, there was much more
training involved than I remembered.
Before we could get the productivity
that we needed, we had to spend sev-
eral weeks of practicing and, even
then, some mower operators had trou-
ble mowing a green without leaving
strips of uncut grass.

Our tees at OCC are mowed with two
or three walking greensmowers. If we

were to mow greens with walking mow-
ers, we would need an additional five
mowers. I could see that we were go-
ing to need at least eight people walk-
ing greens and tees on certain days.
Taking into consideration the fact that
there would be people taking days off
and "no shows", we felt that at least
10 to 12 people needed to be trained
to operate walking greensmowers.

In contrast, by using the riding
greensmower on greens, walking the
perimeter (clean-up cut) on greens,
mowing tees with walking greens-
mowers, and using a walking greens-
mower for collars, we only needed to
train about six to eight people, so we
opted to use the riding mowers.

What about the future? I think the
idea of finding crew members that
would return year after year was a
good one which would solve a lot of
problems. However, this first year did
not go as we anticipated. We plan to
continue to use the riding mowers un-
til we can adequately train the number
of crew members we need to imple-
ment our program of using walking
mowers.

Schwab, Monroe Country Club Team
Win John Deere Tourney!
By Monroe S. Miller

J-.-
JOHN DEERE

On JUly 23, Monroe Country Club
and J.w. Turf (the distributor of John
Deere Turf equipment for the southern
half of Wisconsin and northern Illinois)
played host to Wisconsin's first ever
John Deere Scramble Golf Champion-
ship. This will surely become an annual
event in Wisconsin. It teams up the
club golf course superintendent, pres-
ident, golf pro and clubhouse manager
in a scramble best ball event. The su-
perintendent, president, and club-
house manager playa scramble, and
the pro plays his ball straight. Then you
take the best ball of the two on each
hole.

Local knowledge may have played a
role on this beautiful July day when
host team of golf course superinten-
dent Tom Schwab, professional Mike
Muranyi, clubhouse manager John

Van Blarcum, and president Curt
Schwerin led the field of 18 teams with
a combined score of 53. Other factors
that may have played a role are Muran-
yi's shooting of a course record 62 and
Schwab's sloppy chip shot into the hole
on #18. As the winning team, the four-
some earned the option of competing
in November in La Quinta, California.
Each also won a $200 gift certificate.

The second place team was Oak-
wood Country Club from Franklin. Su-
perintendent Steve Bailey said they
had a great time and were knocking
them in from all over the green. Their
score of 55 earned them $120 each.

In third place, led by golf course su-
perintendent Tom Schaller, was North-
brook Country Club of Luxemburg.
They carded a 56 and each earned
$80.
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In the individual pro competition
Muranyi came out on top with a 62 and
earned $350. Billy Brown of DeliView
in Wisconsin Dells was second with fJ1.

Monroe Country Club was proud to
host this first John Deere Scramble.
Everyone enjoyed the excellent playing
conditions of the golf course. The team
format was a nice way for the superin-
tendent, pro, clubhouse manager and
president to get out and enjoy a round
of golf together. This tournament is
sure to grow to become a big part of
Wisconsin golf, especially with such
gracious hosts as J.w. Turf.

There is one more winner to an-
nounce: J.w. Turi donated $50 for each
team entered to the o.J. NOER CEN-
TER for TURFGRASS RESEARCH.
This generosity moves the NOER
CENTER $900 closer to reality.



HVDROJET TOUR STOPS IN MILWAUKEE
The Taro Company chose Wisconsin

as its first stop for their "Aeration World
Tour. "

The tour pulled into host Steve
Blendell's golf course - Brynwood
C.C. - on August 6th. The major ern-
phasis was on the newest and most ex-
citing concept in aeration in the last fif-
ty years - the Toro Hydrojet 3000. This
is the unit that was introduced at the

GCSAA conference and show in Or-
lando last winter.

Also included in the "World Tour"
semi was the Toro fairway aerator, the
Toro greens aerator with an Olathe
core pulverizer, the Olathe topdresser
and core pulverizer for a Grounds-
master.

The demonstration, held between
10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.rn.. was attend-

ed by a nice crowd of Wisconsin golf
course superintendents, a green com-
mittee chairman or two, and other golf
course staff people. Everyone had a
chance to operate each piece of equip-
ment.

Ed Devinger tells me that the Hydro-
jet 3000 will be available in the spring
of 1991.

Left to right; Karl Wehausen, Ozaukee c.e.; Gary Watschke, Toro; Brian
Schmidt, Reinders; Wayne Otto, Ozaukee C.C.Toro Aeration pulled into Brynwood C.C. on August 6th.

SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS

ANNOUNCED

John Turner, sales representative of
the NOR-AM Chemical Company, has
announced that Bob Schmidt has been
selected to receive the NOR-AM schol-
arship for the 1990/1991 academic
year. Bob is a senior in Professor
Wayne Kussow's turfgrass manage-
ment program at the University of Wis-
consin in Madison. A check for $1,000
will be presented to Bob at the Wiscon-
sin Turfgrass Association winter meet-
ing in January of next year.

As if that wasn't enough good news
for Bob, the press release announcing
the 1990/1991 WTA scholarship win-
ners included his name again. Bob
was joined by another UW senior -
Tom Vlach. Tom is also a student in
Wayne Kussow's program.

The recipients of the WTA scholar-
ship are chosen by WTA faculty advi-
sors Worf, Newman, Koval and
Kussow. Each award is worth $500. WE KEEP GOLF GREEN.

913-841-224D

CONTINUING
EDU,ION

As ~ GCSAA member, you're in a growth industry if ever there was one.
And to keep on top of it, we offer dozens of seminars throughout the

year on a wide variety' of subjects: the latest
in scientific methods from university
researcher, to the latest in employee
motivation from prolessional management
consultants.

Take advantage of the
GCSAA seminars. Because once you take on
the responsibilirv of keeping golf green, you
can never stop learning.
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NOER CENTER NEWS

O.J. NOER CENTER for TURFGRASS RESEARCH
Honor Roll

NOER Benefactors
Wisconsin Turfgrass Association
Wisconsin State Golf Association
Wisconsin Golf Course Superinten-

dents Association
Wisconsin Golf Course Association
Reinders Brothers
Ransomes, Inc.
Kohler Company
Medalists
Wisconsin Sod Producers Association
Westmoor Country Club
Stevens Point Country Club
Racine Country Club
Oneida Golf and Riding Club
O.J. NOER Research Foundation
Nakoma Golf Club
Metalcraft of Mayville
Maple Bluff Country Club
Long Island Farm Inc.
Lawn Care of Wisconsin, Inc.
Kellogg Seed, Inc.
Kettle Moraine Golf Club
The Grass Roots
Blackhawk Country Club
Eagles
Dr. Gayle L. Worf
Wisconsin Turf Equipment Corporation
Vogel Seed and Fertilizer
Tuckaway Country Club
Tripoli Country Club
Trammel Crow Company
Sheboygan Pine Hills Country Club
Roger Thomas
North Shore Golf Club
North Shore Country Club
Jacobsen Division of Textron, Inc.
Horst Distributing
Bull's Eye Country Club
Birdies
Gary Zwirlein
Rhone-Pculenc Inc.
Payne Sod Inc.
Wayne D. Otto
Robert C. Newman
Monroe Country Club
Lurvey Farms
Larry and Gail Lennert
Kettle Hills Golf Course
Jasperson Sod Farm

Central Wisconsin Golf Association
Camelot Country Club
Blue Mound Golf and Country Club
Roger Bell
Pars
Twin River Turf
Randall J. Smith
Thomas G. Schwab
Reedsburg Country Club
Norman R. Ray
Jerry L. and Joanne V. O'Donnell
NGLGCSA
Monroe S. Miller
Michael J. Lee
Lake Wisconsin Country Club
Wayne and Susan Horman
Ciba-Geigy Corporation
Badger Turf and Grounds Club
Barefoot Grass Lawn Service

(National)
Anonymous
Friends
Randy Witt
Wausau Country Club
Riverview Country Club
Rivermoor Country Club
Professional Lawn Equipment
Platteville Golf and Country Club
Thomas Parent
NEWGA
Natural Athletic Turf
Michael Muth
Michael S. Muranyi
Stanton Mead
Link Brothers Conbstruction Co.
James and Lois Latham (in memory

of J. Cannestra)
Rodney Johnson
James M. Hofmeister
Fermenta Plant Protection Company
Edgewood Golf Course
Drugan's Castle Mound Golf Course
Dole Fresh Fruit Company
Ed Devinger
Devil's Head Lodge
Brynwood Country Club
Margaret L. Bell
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Belfield (in

memory of J. Cannestra)
Bay Ridge Golf Course
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APOLOGIES, AGAIN
An inattentive editor has egg on his

face again. I've discovered a name that
was left off the last several NOER
CENTER honor rolls in THE GRASS
ROOTS. This time 1 short changed a
person whose eminence in the golf
course industry is singular. He's a
WGCSA past president, a current WTA
director, an outstanding golf course su-
perintendent, and a friend to all of us.

I don't know how I happened to leave
Wayne Otto's name off the honor roll,
but somehow I managed.

I'm really sorry.

CENTER UPDATE
As August sweeps to a close, we are

moving closer both to reaching our fun-
draising goal and to starting actual
construction of the NOER CENTER
facility.

I'd like to give everyone a bit of in-
formation on the later.

By the time you read this, my hope
is that two things will be done. First is
the survey and site engineering of the
land where the facility will be located.
An engineering firm is working on this
right now, in concert with the UW-
Madison Department of Campus Plan-
ning and Construction. Ed Hopkins,
the key person in the new UW golf
course project, is handling this matter
for us. From this engineering work will
come a grading plan (among many
other things), a critical element that will
allow actual earth moving.

The second is a zoning change from
Dane County that will, in fact, permit
this unique use of the land donated by
the University of Wisconsin Founda-
tion. No problems are anticipated; it
simply takes time for the bureaucracy
to turn a decision.

Tom Harrison is working closely with
a contractor who will build the NOER
CENTER headquarters, and is nearly
set with plans. Scheduling is being or-
ganized so concrete can be poured yet
while the autumn weather is good.



WHEN IT'S BRED
IN HERE

k. )

Or, more simply stated, what you seed Iswhat you'll
get

At Otds we know what you want. We know you want
rush, healthyfairways and green as soft and smooth as
velvet. And, we have the seed in-house to develop a
custom blend to meet all of your specifications.

*
*
*
*

Over 100 years experience
New varieties of seed
Custom blending
All seeds are shipped pre-
paid.

So, whether you're seeding where it's high and dry,
low and wet; in the sun, or inthe shade, we've got your
seed.

Call toll free 1-800-356-7333

ctDS
"SEED CO.

Are you planning on seeding or overseeding this
spring? Then be sure to give us a call!

38 L.L. Olds Seed Co., P,O. Box 7790, Madison WI 53707



The Wisconsin Golf Course Quiz

ACADEMIC YEAR 1990/1991:
The First Semester
By Monroe S. Miffer

Well, well. Here we are in the class-
room again. New clothes, new school
supplies. Same students. Same
teacher. Let's see how you do on the
first exam of this new academic year,
the first one in the new academic
decade.

Write neatly. No notes allowed. No
calculators allowed. And absolutely no
talking. Show me what you know about
Wisconsin's golf courses.

1. What percent of Wisconsin's golf
courses are nine holers?

2. When the University of Wisconsin
golf course is completed and given to
the state of Wisconsin by the UW Foun-
dation, how many golf courses will the
state then own. Name them, please.

3. What Wisconsin galt course is the

site of one of the state's largest group
of Indian burial and effigy mounds?

4, What golf course in the state is
home to one of Wisconsin's champion
trees? What kind of tree is it?

5, Who first photographed the pri-
mary and secondary nutrient defi-
ciency symptoms of bluegrass, bent-
grass and fescue?
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during the Prolurt, Pre-Season Sale

Call your Tech Rep today.

~

ProThti·,
WAYNE HORMAN

Technical Representative

(608) 838-9422
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