flowers.

The flowers | have confessed to lik-
ing so much up to now are smallish.
| think their impact on me and others
is disproportionate to their size be-
cause they come into bloom before the
trees leaf out. They don't have to com-
pete with leaves for attention. The rest
of my favorite tree flowers appear af-
ter the trees are fully in leaf. Another
reason these early flowers are so in-
triguing and capture my fancy is that
they appear before the major spring
blossoms — lilacs and apples.
Granted, the magnolias are blooming
in early spring, but there aren't nearly
as many of them as there are apples
and lilacs.

Any tree flowers that can success-
fully compete with lilac and apple blos-
soms and with fully opened leaves for
attention have to be truly exceptional.
And these last few certainly are. They
are exceptional in size, in beauty and
in fragrance.

Mid-May to late May where | live is
when we are treated to the gorgeous
horse-chestnut. I've got two horse-
chestnut trees on my golf course and,
frankly, that's all | want. They aren’t the
greatest golf course tree. The wood is
weak and the tree suffers in many sum-
mer storms. They are messy if close to
play, especially in the fall with the nuts,

husks and leaves. But every golf
course should have one just for the
tree flowers.

These tree flowers are a sight for
gods and men. They are large and
showy and quite long lasting. The ones
we enjoy are white in color and grow
in upright panicles over a foot long.
This very vertical growth looks neat in
comparison to the nearly horizontal
spread of the young leaves. Some peo-
ple call it the “*hyacinth tree’’ because
the flowers are so similar and smell so
good.

The end flowers bloom first, then the
side buds. Each of these white flowers
is dotted with purple and yellow, is scal-
loped and about an inch across. They
are as beautiful as any cultivated gar-
den flower. They make it worth having
a horse-chestnut or two on your golf
course.

Trying to describe emerging shag-
bark hickory leaves is difficult. I'm
probably in error including the opening
of hickory buds among paragraphs
about tree flowers. Trust me when | say
the bud opening presents a show as
beautiful as any tree flower or any
blossom.

The new leaf buds on hickory bran-
ches put on a truly master display. In
our town, they start to open in mid-May
when the temperatures warm into the

seventies every once in awhile. The
buds swell rapidly to a size bigger than
your thumb. Then they force back their
green husks and you get to see a red-
dish pink capsule. The warm sunny
days force the pinkish sheath to open.
The whole thing reminds you of an or-
chid. As you watch this beauty unfold,
day by day, you will almost be certain
that some exotic complex flower will
soon appear from the salmon pink
sheaths. What comes out are not huge
tree flowers but rather five and some-
times seven lime green leaves. Al-
though the buds are large, you'll won-
der, after a week passes, how in the
world so much was packed into that
bud. The actual flowers are a disap-
pointment after seeing the dramatic
leaf opening. We're lucky at our golf
course because we have dozens of
shagbark hickory trees, and in the
spring, thousands and thousands of
opening buds. Beautiful.

There is a letdown of sorts after
Memorial Day. All of my favorite tree
flowers up until now are gone. The ap-
ples are done. Usually the lilacs are
over. The business of summer is at
hand. Days are getting close to being
hot. But then the black locusts bloom.

The black locust reminds you that
tree flowers impact senses other than

(Continued on page 33)
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The new Jacobsen Tri-King 1684D makes heavy
cumbersome 84" mowers things of the past.

Jacobsen ushers in a new age in heavy-duty 84"
triplex mowing with a truly lightweight, highly
maneuverable package. So now you can say goodbye
for good to those costly, one-ton monsters the
competition turns out.

Lightweight and compact, this agile, rear-wheel steering
machine maneuvers around trees and other obstacles
in a hurry. A footcontrolied hydraulic lift with automatic
reel shutoff makes cross-cutting fairways and striping
sports fields quick and easy. Plus, the wide 10" overhang
simplifies trimming around traps, while optional on-
demand 3-wheel drive smoothes out tough hills. And
the Jacobsen Tri-King maintains a productive mowing
speed in 3-wheel drive, so it trims

be competitors.
Simple, cool-running hydraulics

™ &

Certaindeath for
the dinosaurs.

HORST DISTRIBUTING, INC.

frequency. This smooth, consistent power and a
choice of 5- or 10-blade fixed or floating reels produce
a uniform, carpet-like cut — even in dense, wet grass.
Unlike heavier competitors, the 1684D's balanced, light-
weight design and wide tires minimize turf compaction.
And optional easy-on/easy-off grass catchers make
clean-up a breeze.
A liquid-cooled 16.5 hp diesel provides plenty of power with
longer life, simpler maintenance and better fuel economy.
Or choose the 1671D, a unique, durable 71" triplex with
all the same quality features of the 1684D. Yet smaller
reels cleanly cut tricky undulating terrain and those really
tight spots.

Don't be saddled with a dinosaur of a triplex when you
can have the advanced new 1684D. Ask your Jacobsen

distributor for a demonstration today.

circles around bulky, sluggish would- ‘J Ac D B S E N Attractive lease and finance plans

available.
Jacobsen Division of Textron Inc.,

deliver exceptional control of cutting TEXTRON Racine, W| 53403.

Jacobsen Division of Textron Inc

C.Jacopagn Division of Textron Inc

P.O. Box 110, 444 N. Madison St., Chilton, WI 53014-01 10 Phone 414-849-2341

Turf Maintenance Equipment & Supplies Serving N.E. Wisconsin & Upper Michigan
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(Continued from page 31)

sight. If you think the flowers of the
mock orange or Koreanspice viburnum
smell good, wait until you smell the fra-
grance of the black locust flower.

These flowers appear after the
leaves, which are also late to develop.
Lots of people don'’t care for the tree.
In fact, my suspicion is that it would be
difficult to find one for sale in a nurs-
ery. But | think they are valued trees.
They are interesting simply because
they are legumes, just like peas and al-
falfa. They are able to fix nitrogen in the
same way. The pods they produce
aren't large enough to be a bother, and
the smallish leaves (leaflets, actually)
are an attractive soft green. The shade
is light and allows grass to grow be-
neath the tree. So there is logic in hav-
ing a few of them on your golf course.

But the flowers, my God the flowers,
make you think you should have hun-
dreds of these trees on your golf
course.

We've got scores of these trees in a
wooded, out-of-play area on our prop-
erty. The first tee, ninth green and
eighth tee are tucked in amongst them.
Most of the time you aren't really aware
of them, or at least of how many of
them there are.

Until after Memorial Day. Then the
smell of these flowers overtake the
whole golf course. Golf, for about a
week, is a sensuous delight as the
aroma is wafted about. Irresistibly one
steps close to the flowers to inhale from
the heart of a bloom, although the fra-
grance is actually more distinct and
better from a few steps back. | don't
want to imply that it’s a heavy, sicken-
ing sweet fragrance like some per-
fumes. You could live all day with the
locust fragrance and still love it.

And the flowers are very pretty. They
are cream-white and grow in five or six
inch clusters looking, not surprisingly,
like pea flowers. The black locust trees,
from a distance, have a foamy green
kind of whiteness that | think comple-
ments both the aroma and the golf
course. It's easy for me to justify hav-
ing transplanted several around the
course, usually near a green or a tee.

Following the black locust bloom, at
a time when you just about figure it
isn't possible for anymore trees to
flower, comes the catalpa. The catalpa
tree is another one of those you really
only need a few of on a golf course.
The pods — we call them “‘cigars’” —
seem to drop constantly and are huge.
The tree bark is not particularly out-
standing. The leaves are interesting
but very coarse and also very big. It
isn't unusual for them to be a foot
across. The tree has some health prob-
lems — we think some of ours have
suffered from Verticillium wilt. Although
they prosper in lousy soil conditions
and dry summers, I'm just not a great
fan of them.

Except when they produce their flow-
ers. Then | love them. These flowers
are in proportion to everything else on
this tree — the pods, the leaves, the
long straight trunk. They are huge and
are arranged in upright panicles almost
a foot high. The flowers themselves are
a couple of inches across and are a
creamy white to pure white. They've
got yellow and brown markings on
them. Our trees are all pruned very
high and every once in awhile | have
an employee lift me up in the bucket
of the loader when it is nearby so that
| can see these flowers up close. When
they fall or are blown from the tree by
strong winds, the ground under the

trees seems covered with snow.

The last tree flower of the year, for
me anyway, is the linden. Like the
black locust, they are loved by most for
the aroma of the flowers, although this
tree is a superb urban landscape tree.
The flowers, which are small and pen-
dulous, are certainly pretty although
somewhat inconspicuous because of
the dense foliage of the tree. They are
somewhere between white and yellow
in color. They rival the black locust in
the way they smell — a great treat for
your nose. You have to be careful when
getting close to linden flowers — the
bees love them and work hard at har-
vesting the blossoms. Usually there are
so many honey bees in the trees when
they are flowering that there is a sound
not unlike the sound of distant, rush-
ing water. In fact, look carefully at your
local farmers’ market or on the shelves
of a gourmet food store — usually you
can find linden flower honey. These
trees make getting an ice cream cone
at Babcock Hall during flowering time
an extra special treat — Babcock Hall
is located on the UW campus on. . .
Linden Drive! The ice cream is doubly
delicious.

An artist, discussing tree flowers,
long ago said this: “‘It's too discourag-
ing for a painter. Look at the colors in
this blossom — the design — the deli-
cate shading — wonderfull A man
could spend a lifetime with paint and
canvas and never come close to pro-
ducing a single masterpiece like this
one little blossom. Yet this one tree pro-
duces thousands of them."”

Look up this spring and enjoy the
thousands of these masterpieces we
all have on our golf courses.
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THESTRONG, SILENT TYPE.

Now you can have the strength and reliability of a
Kohler Command engine, at quieter-than-ever engine
noise levels,

Kohler Command vertical shaft engines are
available with an optional Quiet Plus™ package that
lowers sound level output significantly.

Infact, in a recent test performed at the Kohler
engine sound laboratory, the CV 12.5 with Quiet Plus
registered sound power levels two to four dBA's below
three competitive engines of similar horsepower.

These new levels of quiet will help you meet

stringent EEC noise standards without sacrificing
torque or power

Command engines also offer overhead valves;
Kohler's electronic ignition system:; full pressure lubrica-
tion; full flow oil filters; hydraulic lifters and more. Ol
Sentry™ protection is available.

For more information about Kohler Quiet Plus or the
complete line of Command engines write Kohler Co.,

Engine Division, Kohler,
Wisconsin 53044. Or call KOHI.ER
NENES

414-457-4441



Editorial

By Monroe S. Miller

_{!' BIDDING

It's been a few years since |'ve seen
such fierce competition in the market-
place where we do most of our busi-
ness. That's generally good news
when you are on the buying end of it.

There is a lot of scrapping going on
in the fungicide business; distributors
are all working hard and pricing to get
a share of sales. The bidding process
has become a stronger part of that.

The fiveplex fairway mower market
is seeing a lot of activity, and new in-
troductions have toughened the com-
petition there. Bidding for these
machines is sharpening.

The same thing is going on for those
interested in buying new walking
greensmowers and the smaller utility
vehicles. Close bidding is offering up
some real bargains.

But nearly 20 years as a golf course
superintendent makes one just a little
suspicious and a lot cautious. I've seen
this before. Sales people will love to
read this: there is more to a wise pur-

chase than just accepting the lowest
bid. They love to read it and hear it be-
cause it is true.

The bitterness of poor quality or
lousy service remains long after the
sweetness of a low bid is forgotten.

The problem too frequently is not our
own judgment but pressure from green
committees, finance committees, club
officers or club directors. They can
force decisions based on cost only. It's
certainly the easiest way, and they are
insulated, by and large, from ensuing
problems related to poor service and
poor quality.

| feel lucky, in my own case, to have
been allowed the room to make several
decisions on major projects and pur-
chases based on ''the best’” and not
“the lowest’’ or ‘‘the cheapest'.

When we built our maintenance fa-
cility a few years ago, we invited only
the best builders in town to participate.
The same was true a few years previ-
ous when our pumping station was

constructed: only the best — building
and equipment and service for both.

The same rules applied when our
new irrigation system went in two years
ago. The key to the project was reduc-
ing any risks of future problems as a
result of marginal equipment or slop-
py installation.

It also seems illogical to expect com-
panies who are generous in their sup-
port of the NOER CENTER to be the
last penny low bidder all the time.

Advice from author and economist
John Ruskin, given in a piece entitled
"“The Lowest Bidder”, applies in our
business. Let me share it with you:

“It’s unwise to pay too much, but it's
worse to pay too little. When you pay too
much, you lose a little money — that is
all. When you pay too little, you
sometimes lose everything, because
the thing you bought was incapable of
doing the job it was bought to do. The
common law of business balance pro-
hibits paying a little and getting a lot —
it can't be done. If you deal with the
lowest bidder, it is well to add some-
thing for the risk you run, and, if you do
that, you will have enough to pay for
something better. "’

By the way, Mr. Ruskin gave that ad-
vice over 100 years ago.
Some things never change.

PENDELTON TURF SUPPLY

Chemicals

Full Line of Turf Products
Competitive Pricing
New Product Information

Ed Witkowski

9305 Oak Creek Ct,
Franklin, Wl 53132 414-421-6474

“‘Satisfaction Guaranteed"

VERTI-DRAIN®
The Ultimate Solution For Compacted Soil
Mechanical Soil Technology

— Contract Aeration Service —
Serving The Entire Midwest

442 Pine St.
Galesburg, IL 61401

David Strang
Ph. 309-342-2419

LESCO Has It!

Everything you need for
professional turf management.

e Fertilizers * Equipment

¢ Plant Protection ® Replacement Parts

e Seed * Golf Course Accessories
e [rrigation * Safety Products

(800) 825-3726

LESCO, Inc., 20005 Lake Road, Rocky River, Ohio 44116  (216) 333-9250
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for the Green Industry.
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Quality Products Since 1928

HARDWARE
TURF — AGRICULTURE — POWER EQUIPMENT

We have
everyone’s
favorite.

Tractors
Equipment

- ﬁﬁ ;__
~".w £ Stop in and see the most popular Ford mid-sized tractor—
= ‘\‘l the 42-horsepower Model 3910. It's perfect for your loading
-*---..; A and chore work. And thanks to the hefty 192-cu. in., three-
: cylinder diesel engine, the '3910"" has the power and
weight for field work. Add the optional front-wheel assist,

8x4 synchromesh transmission or low-profile cab for added
productivity and comfort.

Is your tractor built as well
as a Ford?

NEW FAIRWAY 5000
SPECIALIZED FOR
TOP-QUALITY

FAIRWAY MOWING

106" cutting width High quality cut

combines with fast cutting evenattopspeed TS tam

speed for high productivity. of 6mph. Transport .
speed of 9mph

Light weight mowing offers

smooth, easy handlingand  Interchangeable

reduces turf compaction. cutting units are quick and
easy to change. No tools

Three-Wheel Drive PLUS  required. Accepits four types of

(patent pending) makes cutting units.

Fairway 5000 a great hill

climber. Folds for easy transport. RANSOM ES
Hydraulic control reduces
overall width to a narrow 71", FAIRWAY

WHERE GREAT IDEAS START

For a FREE demonstration, contact:

HANLEY IMPLEMENT COMPANY, INC. * 641 WEST MAIN STREET « SUN PRAIRIE, WISCONSIN 53590 * 608 837-5111/257-7815
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HARDHATS

= By Monroe S. Miller

For 17 years I've avoided pressure
to have my crew wear hardhats on the
golf course. | used a lot of different ar-
guments to escape: ‘‘no one's been
hit”’; “'no one's ever been injured"’;
they (hardhats) are extremely uncom-
fortable”; ‘“hardhats offer little real
protection’.

When my arguments weakened, |
dodged the issue. Whenever | was cor-
nered | somehow slipped away and an-
other hardhatless season slipped away
too. Call me the Teflon superintendent.

Things have changed. No more slip-
slidin’ away. Late last summer, at the
annual meeting of our past presidents,
the suggestion of hardhats was
brought into discussion. The times had
changed. Liability is a key word. |
sensed | was going to have to set aside
my own intense dislike (from one sea-
son of being forced to wear one of the
miserable things) and see to it that my
crew wears them. It's difficult disputing
the judgment of a former Dean of the
UW Medical School (a neurologist, no
less). It's impossible not to be con-
cerned about the welfare of others.

“It's for their own good, " | was told
time and time again. Easy to say when

you don't have to wear one.

I'm not convinced. Hardhats were in-
tended for construction sites and other
places where risks of things falling
from above and causing injury are real.
They are meant as protection from
head injuries from falling beams and
concrete blocks. | cannot believe they
will be of much value in protecting a
fairway mower operator from a two iron
shot a hundred yards away. Those
shots, as with most dangerous golf
shots, aren’t on target for the top of a
person’s head. The hardhat will protect
a small portion — from the hatline and
up — but a vast majority remains ex-
posed. A hardhat will not protect your
temple or the forehead area between
your eyes.

Obviously, my situation led to this
issue’s questions for Wisconsin golf
course superintendents:

1.) Do you require your employees
to wear hardhats?

2.) Do you provide your employees
with hardhats but offer little or no en-
forcement of wearing them?

3.) Do you have, essentially, no pol-
icy or provisions for hardhats?

The questions were posed to 29 Wis-

consin golf course superintendents,
mainly those who were in attendance
at the GCSAA Conference in Orlando
during the week of February 20. | had
no idea what to expect in terms of re-
sults and therefore | wasn’t surprised
one way or the other.

Here are the results:

1.) Require — 12

2.) Provide — 7

3.) No policy — 10

In my own case, for those who might
be interested, I'm in the second cate-
gory. I'll provide hardhats and guide-
lines for wearing them. There is, for ex-
ample, no reason to wear a hardhat
while moving cups at 6:00 a.m. (the
lousy things won't stay on when you
bend over anyway). Similarly, there
seems to be no reason to wear a hard-
hat while mowing tees. Fairway work
is a different situation and one could
logically see requiring them on that job.

The medical and insurance commu-
nity in some clubs prevail on this issue
and that’s what happened to me.

| feel sorry for my employees this
season. But not so sorry that I'll wear
a hardhat in token support.

| loathe the damn things.
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Education and the Environment
Key WGCSA Spring Meeting

By Tom Schwab
Monroe Country Club

Three great talks highlighted the WGCSA Spring Busi-
ness Meeting on March 12. The large attendance, 80 su-
perintendents, was proof that the subjects were important
to us on the golf course. Any one of the three speakers had
enough material and interest to carry the morning solo, but
the three-subject format met everyone’s approval.

The morning'’s first speaker was Red Roskopf. Red is our
industry representative for AG 29 had a lot of information
on how it will affect us on the golf course. Key points Red
made are that basically AG 29 will use the instructions writ-
ten on the label as rules for each individual chemical. If a
label says no reentry until dry, don’t spray within 50 feet of
any body of water, use at least four gallons of water per 1000
square feet, and so on; that is the law. You will be in viola-
tion and can be penalized if you don't follow the label.

He also covered the record keeping we will have to do.
Spray records will have to be done on the day of spraying
and will have to include: the name of the person who loads
the tank, the person who sprays, the site where pesticide
is applied (e.g. greens), the pest (e.g. dollar spot, preventa-
tive), the date and time of application, amount of pesticide
applied, total area treated and type of crop being sprayed
(e.g. bentgrass).

One more rule AG 29 covers is the use of anti-siphon de-
vices when filling tanks; no more can we just hang the hose
down into the tank. Some superintendents have created
some innovative ways to do this. Talk to other superinten-
dents to see what they have devised.

Red touched on a lot more information and noted that
a copy of AG 29 is available by writing the Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection, 801 W. Bad-
ger Road, Box 8911, Madison, WI 53708.

Next at the podium came the great speaking talent of Tom
Harrison. He told us what he did at Maple Bluff to convert

Dr. Jerry Kershasky
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his fuel storage to above ground tanks and how he disposed
of his underground ones. In his opinion, the new under-
ground fuel tank regulations and associated insurance re-
sponsibilities and expenses are too complicated and cost-
ly. He thought underground tanks are advantageous for fill-
ing stations and other large users. For golf courses, farms
and small users tanks should be above ground where you
can keep an eye on them.

Tom described everything he did at his course and sug-
gested if you have any questions for your course you could
call Rex Colvin of the Department of Industry, Labor and
Human Relations, (608) 266-8981.

Jerry Kershasky, who | think missed his calling as a col-
lege professor, gave an in-depth essay on his new fertiga-
tion program. First he redefined it as *‘microfertigation’” be-
cause he'll be fertilizing with his irrigation at small rates to
ideally mimic what a natural rainfall would do. He reasoned
that overapplying fertilizers and chemicals can hurt the
grass somewhat before you see its benefits. Giving large
doses all at once can weaken the plants’ cell walls and may
negatively affect beneficial microorganisms. Microfertiga-
tion or ultra-fine spoon feeding (in 1/100th # N/M) may
lessen use of pesticides and result in healthier plants by
keeping the microcommunity working and causing less
plant stress. Jerry also went into some of the mechanics
of the system and addressed many questions on this new
concept. | can't wait to hear, in a year or two, how well it
has worked.

| can't do justice to all the information generated at this
meeting in a brief article. Anyone who missed this educa-
tional session and the afternoon business meeting missed
a great day. WGCSA owes much to the hard work of these
three speakers.

Professor Tom Harrison
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Response to
““The Assistant’’

Editor’s Note: Kendall Marquardt is a
1986 graduate of the UW-Madison’s
Turfgrass Management Program in the
Department of Soil Science.

The Grass Roots

¢/o Blackhawk Country Club
PO. Box 5129

Madison, Wisconsin 53705

Dear Monroe,

| very much enjoyed Mike Bailey's article on ““The Assis-
tant’’ in the Sept./Oct. issue of The Grass Roots.

Mike's article was very comprehensive about basic as-
sistant training, which is essential. | am going into my fourth
season as an assistant golf course superintendent at two
different courses. | have a good basic management back-
ground and am now looking at the finer details of manage-
ment in terms of bringing the whole picture together and
making it work.

Much emphasis is usually placed on the assistant being
able to assist “‘on the course”. This is fine. Solid field train-
ing is essential. But also essential is business management.
Keeping the supplies, tools, machinery and paper flowing
to the golf course is a taxing task. There is only one way
to learn how to do “‘office work'" efficiently and effectively
— and that is to do it! | believe that a solid training in the
paper-shuffling end of the job is as necessary as the field
management aspects. The assistant should assist with pa-
perwork — manhours, diaries, weather observations, news-
paper advertisements, payroll (if it fits your style) and in-
ventories. Getting used to keeping good records is a must
and doing it is the only way — every day.

Points to Ponder

Bookkeeping and the purchasing system for your club —
How are bills coded? How are purchase requests made?
These seemingly menial tasks must be done, even if the
superintendent is not around.

Reports — How about having your assistant type your
next greens committee report? This way the assistant can
see what is said, how it is formatted and perhaps make
some suggestions. It may be beneficial to have the assis-
tant do payroll distribution reports or other simple end of
the month reports to broaden his communication and pub-
lic relations skills.

Ordering — Parts, equipment, supplies and dealing with
the respective vendors. Just getting to know the salespeo-
ple, reps, etc. firsthand | think is important. Working with
contractors is another interesting experience. The sooner
one learns to deal with them the better. Simple projects like
arranging for a painter to paint the maintenance building
or to install a new overhead door in the shop are excellent
ways to get the assistant’s feet wet in the area of pricing
and securing bids from contractors. The ability to use the
phone EFFECTIVELY is a great asset.

Budgeting — | believe the assistant should be involved
with the budgeting process. | was involved from roughing
up the numbers to doing the final printout on my computer.
It is educational to see how the numbers come together and
how they translate quantitatively into the next year's
maintenance.

The management of a golf course is not something that
can be learned in a classroom. Therefore the most valu-
able training an assistant can hope for is to work for a good
superintendent. There is simply no substitute for on-the-
job training. The key is a well rounded diet of course man-
agement and office management for the successful opera-
tion of today’s golf courses. Fieldwork, paperwork and
peoplework. . .nuthin’ to it.

Sincerely,

Kendall Marquardt

Assistant Golf Course Superintendent
Philadelphia Country Club

ROY G. ZEHREN PH: (414) 242-5740
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“TO COVER OR NOT TO COVER’: That Is The Question For This Fall

By Monroe S. Miller

More and more, as you travel the
highways and byways of Wisconsin in
the late fall and early spring when there
is little or no snow, you see putting
greens covered with fabric blankets.
Protective covers are in vogue as a
management tool for golf course su-
perintendents in the northern climes.

The scenes of covered greens at
other golf courses have generated a lot
of questions from my members about
them. Usually, they ask something like
this: “'What are those things on the
greens at the Country Club of Wiscon-
sin?"’ That question is usually followed
with something like: “Why aren’t you
doing that?"

Fair question — easy answer. | have
been covering greens for 18 years now.
It's just a question of what I've been
covering them with.

With the exception of a couple of
years when snow came before Thanks-
giving and stayed, the last major task
of the season is applying a heavy top-
dressing (about 0.25" thick) to our put-
ting greens.

It's a lot of work and takes a fair
amount of time and a substantial quan-
tity of topdressing material. But the re-
sults are excellent. Here's why I've con-
tinued it for so long:

1. It provides excellent protection
from wind desiccation.

2. It results in better green-up in the
spring.

3. It’s a *'free’’ topdressing of sorts.
It doesn't interfere with play; it doesn’t
damage reels like playing season ap-
plications can.

4. It doesn't have any negative ef-
fects on a snowmold control program,
in my experience.

5. It forces a hand brooming of the
putting greens in the spring. This me-
thodical, low technology “‘procedure’
is the ultimate in smoothing the surface
and filling in subtle low spots.

The only downsides I've observed
are related to timing — preceding
snowfall in late autumn while avoiding
favorable play days.

Heavy rain after application hasn't
mattered much, either. Some of the
topdressing may get moved, but mostly
if is driven into the turf. This still affords
protection of the crown and that is the
goal of the process anyway.

In the fall of 1988 we built a new put-
ting green. It was seeded after Labor

Day and we had a very good catch.
Nevertheless, | was reluctant to take a
topdresser on the new surface and pur-
chased three rolls of Warren’s Terra-
shield Cover. We covered the new
green at the same time we topdressed
the other greens on our golf course.

In the fall of 1989 we used those fab-
ric blankets to cover range tees we had
renovated, seeded and topdressed.
They were laid down and staked in
mid-November. It was Easter before we
felt comfortable removing them perma-
nently and putting them away.

It was mildly aggravating to deal with
those covers this spring. Warm weath-
er came early, but was followed by
many more cold days. We were forever
taking covers off, putting them back
(single digit temperatures at night) and
stapling the perimeters. The aggrava-
tion was exacerbated by windy days.
All | could think of, on those windy days
when we were open for play, was what
we would be doing if we had 18 greens
covered.

But there was no arguing that those
range tees looked good, aggravation or
not. They had filled nicely, seedlings
were well established and growth was
accelerated. And were they ever green!

It has been obvious to me that the
claims of increased temperatures un-
der greencovers, increased root devel-
opment and earlier growth are all true.
Undoubtedly, frost leaves the ground
earlier. The turf was protected from
wind damage, almost too much so.

Despite my experiences, which have
been generally favorable, I'm not sold
on any wholesale use of protective
greencovers. The primary reason for
that reticence is that | don't see any ad-
vantages they have over a heavy top-
dressing. And | can see some disad-
vantages. Here they are:

1. Cost. They require a formidable
investment and | don't think the invest-
ment/benefit ratio is there when com-
pared with topdressing cover.

2. Longevity. Although they are re-
usable, none I've investigated (Terra-
shield, Evergreen and Typar) claim
long life. They are subject to everything
from tearing to ultraviolet degradation.
You are forced with replacement every
three to six years.

3. Removal problems. | think the
weather this spring exemplified this
drawback. How much time is required
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for a green to harden off and withstand
the uncovered temperatures and con-
ditions? That is a subjective call, one
that could easily be wrong. Open the
greens up during the day; come back
to the golf course after dinner and
cover up. Wind problems are very real
with blankets that have been peeled
back. There are play problems — win-
ter rules? The tenderness of the cov-
ered turf brings concern about spring
damage (as opposed to winter dam-
age). In some cases, they have de-
layed opening day, or required an
opening with temporary greens.

4. Elevated expectations. Players,
constantly looking for cure-alls, may
well assume that these fabric blankets
have solved the winterkill problem for-
ever. There’s a dream! They do noth-
ing for the most common cause of win-
ter injury — ice accumulation.

5. Disease. At a meeting this spring
| heard a colleague talk about serious
snowmold problems on a covered
green. I'd like to know more about this
potential problem.

| believe protective greencovers do
have a place in putting green manage-
ment. They are certainly better than
some other mulches that have been
used over the years on putting greens.
| do not think, however, that they are
better than topdressing. Professor Nick
Christians, from lowa State University,
presented a lecture at the GCSAA con-
ference in Orlando that gave strong
support to the topdressing procedures
as a part of winter management, sup-
port based on four years of research
results at ISU.

In some cases, covers may be an ad-
junct to late fall topdressing. | could see
using them selectively on high, dry and
exposed greens or on greens that have
a history of wintertime damage.

The thing missing in the decision
making equation, to me, is research. I'd
like to see some of the claims about
synthetic greencovers ‘‘quantified”. I'd
also like to read more about the expe-
riences of Wisconsin golf course su-
perintendents who have used covers.

One thing is certain: the question(s)
about protective greencovers will be
added to the list of investigative proj-
ects for the NOER CENTER. There's
no end to the work to be done at that
facility.



