
NOER CENTER NEWS

O.J. NOER CENTER for TURFGRASS RESEARCH
Honor Roll

NQER Benefactors
Wisconsin Turfgrass Association
Wisconsin State Golf Association
Wisconsin Golf Course Superinten-

dents Association
Wisconsin Golf Course Association
Reinders Brothers
Ransomes, Inc.
Kohler Company

Medalists
Wisconsin Sod Producers Association
West moor Country Club
Stevens Point Country Club
Racine Country Club
Oneida Golf and Riding Club
O.J. NOER Research Foundation
Nakoma Golf Club
Metalcraft of Mayville
Maple Bluff Country Club
Long Island Farm Inc.
Lawn Care of Wisconsin, Inc.
Kettle Moraine Golf Club
Blackhawk Country Club

Eagles
Dr. Gayle L. Worf
Wisconsin Turf Equipment Corporation
Trammel Crow Company
Sheboygan Pine Hills Country Club
Roger Thomas
North Shore Golf Club
North Shore Country Club
Jacobsen Division of Textron, Inc,
Horst Distributing

Birdies
Gary Zwirlein
Vogel Seed and Fertilizer
Hhone-Poulenc Inc,
Payne Sad Inc.
Robert C. Newman
Monroe Country Club
Larry and Gail Lennert
Camelot Country Club
Blue Mound Golf and Country Club
Roger Bell

Pars
Twin River Turf
Randall J. Smith
Reedsburg Country Club
Norman R. Ray
Jerry L. and Joanne V. O'Donnell
Monroe S. Miller
Michael J. Lee
Lake Wisconsin Country Club
Wayne and Susan Horman
Badger Turf and Grounds Club
Anonymous

Friends
Randy Witt
Wausau Country Club
Thomas G, Schwab
Riverview Country Club
Rivermoor Country Club
Platteville Golf and Country Club
Thomas Parent
Michael Muth
Stanton Mead
James and Lois Latham (in memory

of J. Cannestra)
Fermenta Plant Protection Company
Edgewood Golf Course
Dole Fresh Fruit Company
Oevil's Head Lodge
Bulls Eye Country Club
Margaret L. Bell
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Belfield (in mem-

ory of J. Cannestra)
Bay Ridge Golf Course

FOR SALE:
7 - TORO MONITOR II CON-
TROLLERS with pedestals ~
about eight years old. Good con-
dition, $275.00 each.

CONTACT'
Mike Berwick
Lawsonia Golf Course
414-294-3323, ext. 383
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Blue Mound Golf and
Country Club, Monroe

Country Club Say "Yes"
to the NOER CENTER

Blue Mound Golf and Country Club,
Monroe Country Club and a number of
individuals have added their commit-
ment to turfgrass research in Wiscon-
sin since the last issue of The Grass
Roots.

Jim and Lois Latham and Bob and
Kathy Belfield made gifts to the NOER
CENTER in the name of the late Joe
Cannestra. Tom Schwab added to his
initial gift. Thanks to each and every
donor.

Most obvious from the HONOR
ROLL is who isn't there ~ some of the
state's biggest and most prosperous
clubs. This editor still believes no offi-
cial of an absent club is against turf-
grass research, This makes the ab-
sence of those clubs even more incred-
ible.

And embarrassing.

In Your
Financial Plans

For 1990.

It's Budget Time
Please Include the

NOER
CENTER



Hanley Quality Products Since 1928
HARDWARE

TURF - AGRICULTURE - POWER EQUIPMENT

Stop in and see the most popular Ford mid-sized tractor-
the az-norseoower Model 3910. It's perfect for your loading
and chore work. And thanks to the hefty 192·cu. in.. three-
cylinder diesel engine, the "3910" has the power and
weight for field work. Add the optional front-wheel assist,
8x4 synchromesh transmission or low-profile cab for added
productivity and comfort.

Is your tractor built as well
as a Ford?

We have
everyone's

favorite.

RANSOMES

Terms to fit your budget.

Hanley Implement Company. 641 West Main Street. Sun Prairie, Wisconsin 53590 • (608) 837-5111/257-7815
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The Wisconsin Golf Course Quiz

Wisconsin Golf
Course Trivia

By Monroe S. Miller

So you think you know a lot about
Wisconsin golf courses, their history
and that of our association? Lots of bits
and pieces, odds and ends and trivia
floating around in the far reaches of
your memory?

Well, try your skill and luck in each
issue of The Grass Roots. From this is-
sue forward, you'll have a chance to
playa bit of "Trivial Pursuit" as it re-
lates to our business. It's strictly for fun!

If you have a question (and the an-
swer) thai you think will stump your col-
leagues, send it to this editor. It is guar-
anteed to find its way into "The Wis-
consin Golf Course Quiz"!
1, What is the oldest golf course in

Wisconsin? How old is it?
2. Name a Wisconsin native and

longtime Wisconsin superinten-
dent who was a charter member of
the Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America"

3. Which golf course had the first un-

derground fairway irrigation sys-
tem in Wisconsin? Who was sec-
ond? Third? When did this im-
provement to our golf courses in
Wisconsin begin?

4. Which company was first to put an
engine on a walking greens-
mower? When?

5. Who was the first president of the
Wisconsin Golf Course Superin-
tendents Association? Who was
his employer?
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• DRY SOLUBLES •
• LIQUID FERTILIZER·

• PREMIUM GRANULAR BLENDS·

Call Ray Knapp
at

1891 Spring Valley Hd. • Jackson, Wisconsin 53037

1-800-635-2123 or 414-677-2273
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TURF EQUIPMENT

IRRIGATION SUPPLIES

Single Point Adjustment

THE
PROBLEM
SOLVERS

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

• FULL LINE STOCKING DISTRIBUTOR

• REPAIR & SERVICE CONSULTATION

• DESIGN & SPECIFICATION

• PUMPS & CONTROLS

• PLASTIC PIPE

Our Reelmestere 5, 7, and 11 blade gang mowers deliver a
superb quality cut and finished look. Whether you need a
short, super-formal cut. Or a longer informal cut. Or some-
thing in-between. Yet all three also deliver
renowned Toro durability to keep you
cutting. For more information, contact the
Toro distributor listed below. .TORO

'l'lBHU'.· .....
THIll' KIZP'IUIJ CVTI'DIll.

TURF EQUIPMENT IRRIGATION SUPPLY
13400 WATERTOWN PLANK RD•• ELM GROVE, WIS 53122

PHONES: LOCAL 414 786-3301 WIS 1 800 782-3300
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Letters

Roberts Responds to
"The Sports Page"

Mr. Monroe S. Miller, Editor
The Grass Roots
3809 Patrick Henry Way
Middleton, WI 53562

Dear Monroe:

I'd like to take this opportunity to respond 10 a couple of
suggestions and comments forwarded by Mr. Rob Schultz
in the JUly-August, 1989 issue of The Grass Roots. The
constructive concepts for improving the image of GCSAA
collectively and the Golf Course Superintendent individu-
ally have, in fact, been either implemented or considered
over the past several years.

For example, GCSAA has produced a variety of television
and print ads over the past two years which include the
central theme thai "We Keep Golf Green". While this
theme may not have quite the exposure or impact of Gen-
eral Motors' "Mr. Goodwrench" campaign, I believe it has
had an effect in raising the level of awareness regarding
the Superintendent's critical role in the game of golf and
we are continuing to look at ways to enhance that effort.

Golf Course Management magazine has experienced a
subtle evolution over the past several years in terms of both
content and presentation. With substantial input from the
Communications/Awards Committee and the Technical
Resource Advisory Committee, the magazine staff has
been able to maintain the technical/educational integrity
sought by a conscious consensus of the Board of Direc-
tors. The magazine addresses issues ranging from, yes,
"turfgrass" and "pesticides" to golf course architecture,
construction, financial and personnel management, pur-
chasing, public relations and other business skills, envi-
ronmental and governmental relations issues, safety and
training, computers, irrigation, weather, tournaments, golf
personalities and much more. In my opinion, this approach
serves, not only the direct information of GCSAA's 8,000
members but, also, helps to acquaint "GCM's" 20,000
other readers with the issues that face today'a Golf Course
Superintendent. The magazine is, in short, eminently suc-
cessful and meets its educational and public relations
goals.

Two years ago I chaired an informal internal study group
that explored the possibility of publishing a second mag-
azine aimed at the golfing public. It was decided that while
the concept has some merit in terms of public relations
value, at this point in time, GCSAA's membership would
be better served by continuing to direct those substantial
resources that would be required for such a venture to-

wards the enhancement of existing programs and the es-
tablishment of new programs such as our government re-
lations efforts.

Regarding Rob's encounter with the "head of an extremely
successful course operation who was looking for a new
superintendent" it would seem to me the fact the "wag
playing in a $2 Nassau" could inform his playing partner
about GCSAA may be precisely the point. It wasn't too long
ago that the "wag" would not have known of GCSAA or
of the Golf Course Superintendent.

I think GCSAA knows about "golf and golf courses" and
we are not only responding to the needs of the industry
in the 20th century, but are positioning the Association to
serve our members, and by logical extension, the game
of golf in the 21st century. The success of the magazine
speaks for itself. Participation in GCSAA's educational op-
portunities is at an all-time high. Our annual Conference
and Show experiences record attendance year after year.
The Certification program becomes more exacting and
more sought after at the same time. We are providing a
credible leadership voice in the area of environmental af-
fairs. We provide support and perspective in the research
arena. The list goes on and on but I think the point is that
Golf Course Superintendents are, increasingly, being rec-
ognized for the substantial contribution they have been
making to the game of golf all along because we have
raised educational levels through numerous avenues and
we are addressing the issues central to golf.

Beyond that recognition however, is a deep appreciation
and a professional respect for the Golf Course Superin-
tendent by those who know the game and the industry.
That appreciation and respect translates to an employment
environment for Golf Course Superintendents that has
never been better anq, in my opinion, is a result of a col-
lective effort by GCSAA's membership through measured,
focused programs and participation.

Monroe, thanks for the opportunity to respond to Mr.
Schultz. We are always looking for substantiative input and
The Grass Roots has a terrific tradition for providing a fo-
rum for the discussion of such input.

Sincerely,

William R. Roberts, CGCS
Director, GCSAA
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Certain death for
the dinosaurs.

The new Jacobsen Tri-King 16840 makes heavy
cumbersome 84" mowers things 01 the past.

Jacobsen ushers in a new age in heavy-duty 84"
triplex mowing with a truly lightweight, highly
maneuverable package. So now you can say goodbye
for good to those costly. one-ton monsters the
competition turns out.
Ughtweight and compact, this agile, rear-wheel steering
machine maneuvers around trees and other obstacles
in a hurry. A foot-controlled hydraulic lift with automatic
reel shutoff makes cross-cutting fairways and striping
sports fields quick and easy. Plus, the wide 10" overhang
simplifies trimming around traps, while optional on-
demand 3-wheel drive smoothes out tough hills. And
the Jacobsen Tri-King maintains a productive mowing
speed in 3-wheel drive, so it trims
circles around bulky, sluggish would-
be competitors.
Simple, cool-running hydraulics
deliver exceptional control of cutting

frequency. This smooth, consistent power and a
choice of 5- or to-blade fixed or floafing reels produce
a uniform, carpet-like cut - even in dense, wet grass.
Unlike heavier competitors. the 16840'sbalanced,light-
weight design and wide tires minimize turf compaction.
And optional easy-on/easy-off grass catchers make
clean-up a breeze.
A liQuid-cooIed 16.5 hp diesel provides plenty of power with
longer life. simpler rnaintenerce and better fuel economy.
Or choose the 16710, a unique. durable 71" triplex wifh
all the same quality features of the 16840. Yet smaller
reels cleanly cut tricky undulating terrain and those really
tight spots.

Don't be saddled with a dinosaur of a triplex when you
can have the advanced new 16840. Ask. your Jacobsen

distributor for a demonstration today.
Attractive lease and finance plans
available.

Jacobsen Division of Textron tnc.,
Racine. WI 53403.

..JACOBSEN
TEXTRON

Jacobsen Division 01 Textron Inc
"'"",,,b,", Oo,I,lon"no",oo ''0 '... j-;-O,

HORST DISTRIBUTING, INC.
P.O. Box 110,444 N. Madison St., Chilton, WI53014-0110 Phone 414-849-2341

Turf Maintenance Equipment & Supplies Serving N.E. Wisconsin & Upper Michigan



A TRIBUTE TO
JOE CANNESTRA

By Wayne Otto

Joe was a walking encyclopedia of
knowledge about plant material, partic-
ularly anything pertaining 10 trees,
shrubs and flowers. He loved birds and
wildlife and would easily name a cer-
tain variety of bird that was seen. I tried
many times to test his knowledge, even
trick him, but Joe knew the common
names along with the genus and spe-
cies.

Joe was a self-taught man, learning
all he could from books, publications,
trade journals, and working with the
man who Boerner Botanical Gardens
at Whitnall Park was named after, Al-
fred Boerner.

Joe was a first class golf course su-
pervisor at Brown Deer Park Golf
Course, which hosted the USGA Pub-
links Championship for the third time
in 1977. I remember much praise com-
ing from USGA officials like Frank Han-
nigan, as well as congratulations on
the fine condition of the golf course
from the players who sought Joe out
after their matches. I believe Joe had
an extraordinary talent for obtaining ex-

:-'Ii

cellence and high productivity from his
maintenance crew. This was evidenced
by the condition of the golf course, as
well as the breathtaking flowers around
the clubhouse.

Joe loved creating floral master-
pieces and while he was still superin-
tendent at Brown Deer Golf Course,
came over to Ozaukee and helped us
design annual flower beds. Since 1979,
Joe literally did all the designing, order-

ing, planting and caring for our annual
flowers, helped us maintain our trees,
and supervised the locating and plant-
ing of more than one thousand trees
on the golf course. (Joe always main-
tained that you must have vistas and
not just a solid wall of trees.) He also
designed and supervised the construc-
tion of ornamental concrete work and
wood creations such as wood rounds
for steps on a lookout on our eleventh
hole and carved wood mushrooms
near number two tee.

Anyone who knew Joe Cannestra
loved him for his jovial personality and
his tremendous knowledge. He was a
very shy individual who never seemed
to get the credit he deserved. Wes
Eisenhower from Milwaukee County
Park Commission told me one night
during the USGA Publinks Champion-
ship that Joe was a maverick, mean-
ing that he did his thing the way he
thought it was best to do it.

Joe Cannestra died May 29,1989, at
the age of 64, after a long battle with
kidney failure. I'm sure they broke the
mold after they made Joe. Wherever he
is, I know the birds are singing and the
flowers are blooming more brilliantly
than they ever have before. We really
miss him.

Introducing
The Instant Fountain'
Otu-rbtne's new line of Instant Fountains now or

fers a complete aerator-fountain and pool to meet the
needs of small to mid-sized landscaping applications.
Instant Fountains will add distinction to any loca-
tion. . residential, commercial or industrial.

Designed lor beauty. ease of installation, low
maintenance and operation costs, Mini-Aerators are
built with the same commitment to quality as the
larger industrial models and are backed by Otter-
btnc's limited warranty program.

The Water System package, opens a whole new
dimension to limited landscape planning by allow-
ing self-contained fountain systems in areas previous-
ly ignored. Mini-aerators are available as separate
components or as part of a complete system package.
In addition to their esthetic appeal, some models also
provide oxygenated water. keeping pools clean and
clear.

For specifications and availability contact:

Reinders Irrigation Supply
WI 1-800·782-3300 Milw.(414)786-3301
13400 Watertown Plank Road, P.O.SOX 5700

Elm Grove.Wisconsin 53122-5700
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NATURAL ORGANIC

FERTILIZER

America's
Number One
Natural
Organic
FertUizer

• Many of the finest golf courses in
America are fertiiized with Milorganite .
• Non-burning, cost-effective, turf fertiiizer.
• 90% Water insoluble Nitrogen (W I.N], slow
release nitrogen promotes vigorous growth
• Rich in organic iron - 4% minimum
guaranteed .
• Suppiies humus and improves water holding
capacity of soils.

FREE LITERATURE
Alai! in tbe coupon below for further information

or call 414-225-2222.

r--------------------------------------
I Ptease send mefurther informalio,.
: 0 Miforg{mite's ,Sj'f1C1,:;/ly F~rtilizer Program
I 0 Milorganite's Iron - 'teumtcat Bulletin,,
I ,'-",\IE,,
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i ~Lm").,,,,,F."----'-------------
I ,ttl/if I,,: Milmg""ile· 735 N \filler SI.• ,Hi/waukee, WI 53202,,



THE FIRST OF TWO WGCSA FOX RIVER VALLEY
MEETINGS HELD AT NORTH SHORE

For the second time in four years,
our extremely busy WGCSA president,
Roger Bell, hosted a monthly meeting
at the beautiful North Shore Golf Club.
This year's meetinq was held on June
19, 1989. The view of their clubhouse
perched on a bluff overlooking Lake
Winnebago is a sight you would not
soon forget. You weren't likely to forget
the flawless shape he had his golf
course in, either. Although it was quite
a hoi, humid day, none of the 60 golf-
ers seemed 10 mind. They all enjoyed
the great golf course, exquisite dinner
and ever present priceless comrade-
ship.

The day's golf event was divided in-
10 four groups. There was a special
class of affiliate members and three
classes of superintendents divided ac-
cording to their handicaps. Each class
was divided again into a low gross and
low net winner. Those winners were:

AFFILIATE CLASS
Low Gross Ed Devinger
Low Net Greg Kallenberg

0-14 HANDICAP
Low Gross Mark Hjortness

John Feiner
Low Net Skip Willms

15-23 HANDICAP
Low Gross Bob Musbach
Low Net Bob Stock

OVER 23 HANDICAP
Low Gross Keith Gasch
Low Net Dave Murgatroyd

THE FLAG WINNERS WERE:
Closest to pin #7 Ed Devinger
Long Putt #9 Bob Stock
Closest to pin #14 Bill Knight

By Tom Schwab

Despite a beautiful day at the North Shore Golf Club ...

.. Rod Johnson wasn't happy with his golf game!

1989 SYMPOSIUM PLANNING IS NEARLY COMPLETE
The Wisconsin Golf Turf Sympo-

sium, 1989 edition, will focus on the
topic of "Optimizing Pest Control". This
has become an especially timely topic
for those of us managing golf courses.
The lectures will range from how stress
affects pests to alternative pest control
methods to how cultural practices af-
fect pest control.

As usual, the Symposium will feature

some of the best speakers-in the indus-
try. The program has received confir-
mation from Dr. Robert Sherman from
the University of Nebraska and Dr. Clin-
ton Hodges from Iowa State University
and Dr. Mike Villani from Cornell Uni-
versity.

Oscar Miles, one of the finest golf
course superintendents anywhere will
speak. So will our own Jim Latham,

USGA Green Section Director from the
Great Lakes Region. Tom Sutton,
WISN (Milwaukee channel 12) sports
reporter, will speak to us. TIlere will be
other speakers as well.

The Symposium will meet on Octo-
ber 25th and 26th at our favored and
traditional site, the Pfister Hotel in Mil-
waukee. Make plans to be there.
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