
Golf House of Wisconsin - A Status Report
By Gene Haas - Executive Director, Wisconsin State Golf Association

It was recently announced that the
Scottish government approved the
construction of a golf museum 10be lo-
cated at the pristine "Old House" at St.
Andrews, Scotland. The approval didn't
come about that easily though; it re-
quired a second vote by the adminis-
trative authorities after the original ar-
chitectural plans were rejected be-
cause it was a concern that the two-
story building would detract from the
famous view on the 18th hole. A new
concept, featuring a one-story building,
finally gained approval and the $3 mil-
lion dollar edifice will start taking shape
sometime in 1989; with completion ex-
pected prior to the 1990 British Open,
which is scheduled to be played at St.
Andrews. It now appears that the his-
tory of the game of golf and many of
its artifacts and implements will return
to the site that many feel is the birth-
place of golf.

Obviously, this is exciting news to
golf buffs who "dig" this kind of stuff.
There's only one thing wrong with this
announcement though - Why has it
taken so long to see this type of golf
necessity take place? One would think
that St. Andrews, or some other Scot-
tish site, would long ago have gained
worldwide recognition as the "Louvre"
of golf. Apparently, this is not so and
they are now taking steps to rectify this
situation. No true Scotsman wants to
see Pinehurst, NC and its Golf Hall of
Fame and museum, USGA Golf House
or any other American site be ac-
claimed as a center of golf history.
What does all of this mean to anyone
who has an avid interest in golf here
in the State of Wisconsin? Well, there's
some similarity in what is now taking
place in S1. Andrews Scotland and
here in Wisconsin. The history of golf
in Wisconsin got its start in the 1890's
with facilities in Milwaukee, Janesville,
Green Lake, Oconomowoc and a few
other places, which are recognized as
"birthplaces" of Wisconsin golf. As
time advances, history becomes more
precious. And so, we too in Wisconsin
are taking steps to preserve that history
through the formation and develop-
ment of the Golf Foundation of Wiscon-
sin, Inc.

Back in 1977, Frank Woodside and
Bob Brue of Ozaukee CC, along with
other influential leaders of golf in Wis-
consin, gathered in a meeting at the
Ozaukee CC to formulate the GFW,
with a primary purpose of bringing all
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of the golf organizations together. This
togetherness is perhaps one of the
first ventures in the country that en-
ables all of the major golf associations
in Wisconsin to share the responsibil-
ity of planning and directing the future
of the game as it relates to our state.
The objectives are manifold - be it
matters pertaining to tournament golf,
caddy scholarships, green belt legisla-
tion, agronomical problems, junior golf
development or the preservation and
promotion of the game in every way
possible. One of the earliest goals was
to create a "Golf House" to serve as
headquarters for all of the major golf
organizations in Wisconsin.

In 1983 the GFW, under the leader-
ship of President Jack Reif of Nakoma
GC introduced a junior division in an
attempt to introduce the game to
youngsters all over the state. An invi-
tational championship was initiated in
1983 at the SentryWorld GC along with
a point system to determine the Wis-
consin Junior Boy and Girl Player of
the Year. An accelerated fund raising
program to sustain its annual opera-
tional expenses was initiated, primarily
supported by club members through-
out Wisconsin, which continues to this
day.

In 1985, the addition of Hal Metzen
of Madison as Executive Director,
along with increased WPGA involve-
ment, brought the GFW message to
high school coaches, recreation de-
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partments and golf professionals
throughout the state. Clinics and teach-
ing centers staffed by PGA profession-
als introduced the game to more than
10,000 young golfing aspirants. This
program continues under Metzen's di-
rection and with the creation of a Wis-
consin High School Coaches Associ-
ation, it appears that golf in Wiscon-
sin is in good hands.

The objective of creating a Wiscon-
sin Golf House looms even more posi-
tive at this time. The GFW is about to
initiate a major building fund raising
project with the hope of seeing the Golf
House become a reality within the next
few years. It appears that it will be nec-
essary to raise between $300,000 to
$500,000 in order for this to happen.
The Golf House will contain a golf li-
brary and museum as well as afford of-
fice space for those active golf organi-
zations requiring such space.

Once again, the golfers of Wiscon-
sin are being asked to support this pro-
ject through contributions and other fi-
nancial considerations. Also to be con-
tacted will be commercial concerns
and private individuals who have an in-
terest in seeing the game of golf pro-
moted and preserved. It is hoped that
this project will reach completion within
the next two or three years. The effort
has begun and now it is up to the golf
interested people of Wisconsin to make
it all happen.



GRASS ROOTS Honored
By National Golf Foundation

The National Golf Foundation has
selected the GRASS ROOTS to receive
a first place finish in the NGF 1988
Harry C. Eckhoff competition. The
award is given to the WGCSA for over-
all excellence in golf journalism.

The Eckhoff Award carries with it
great honor for all those dedicated in-
dividuals who share their wisdom and
experience and opinions, issue after is-
sue. These are people who, even jf
they may not enjoy it, recognize the im-
portance to a profession of putting
words on paper for the benefit of all.

The Eckhoff Award brings credit to
the dedicated people at Kramer Print-
ing in Madison. Part of the quality of
a publication is attractive and comfort-
able presentation. They all do a terrific
job.

The reputation of the NGF brings
great prestige to the Eckhoff Award.
Certainly all of us in the WGCSA ap-
preciate and thank them for that. We
also give major recognition to our ad-
vertisers for paying the bills associated
with presenting an association publi-
cation.

Wisconsin's golfing community
should be proud this year. Joining the
GRASS ROOTS in the Eckhoff jUdging
were W/SCONSIN AMATEUR GOLF-
ER'S NEWSLETTER, a major effort
done so beautifully by Gene Haas and

the staff in the WSGA headquarters,
and PAR EXCELLENCE GOLF MAGA-
ZINE, Jean Luckmann is the general
manager, which was in a tie for the
Overall Excellence Award in the
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By Tom Harrison

Monroe Miller receives honor

On Friday, April 7, 1989 the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin College of Agricultur-
al and Life Sciences bestowed its Hon-
orary Recognition award upon Monroe
Miller. The award is significant in many
ways, both to Monroe and the turfgrass
industry in Wisconsin. The award han-

ors outstanding contributions to agri-
culture and rural life and since 1909
has primarily been awarded to individ-
uals connected directly with farming in
Wisconsin.

Monroe Miller's honorary recognition
by the College, besides being a high

point in Monroe's career, represents
the first recognition of a turf profes-
sional in urban agriculture by the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin. Everyone con-
nected with turf in Wisconsin should be
proud of the fact that one of our own
was the recipient of this prestigious
award. Urban agriculture has made a
major step forward with this presen-
tation.

For Monroe and his family the award
represents a tremendous honor be-
stowed upon someone who has work-
ed hard for the turfgrass industry in
Wisconsin and who truly is committed
to his alma mater. Monroe's dedication
to the WGCSA and the O.J. NOER
CENTER for TURFGRASS RE-
SEARCH have been apparent to every-
one in turfgrass management in Wis-
consin for many years. It is truly an
honor, however, to have the University
of Wisconsin College of Agricultural
and Life Sciences recognize his lead-
ership and dedication to his profession.
All of Monroe's friends in the green in-
dustry congratulate him on this fine
award.

Introducing
The Instant Fountain'
Otterbtne's new line of Instant Fountains now of-

fers a complete aerator-fountain and pool to meet the
needs of small to mid-sized landscaping applications.
Instant Fountains will add distinction to any loca-
tion. residential. commercial or industrial.

Designed lor beauty, ease of installation, low
maintenance and operation costs, Mini-Aeratorsare
built with the same commitment to quality as the
larger industrial models and are backed by Otter-
btne's limited warranty program.

The Water System package. opens a whole new
dimension to limited landscape planning by allow-
ing self-contained fountain systems in areas previous-
ly ignored. Mini-aerators are available as separate
components or as part or a complete system package.
In addition to their esthetic appeal, some models also
provide oxygenated water, keeping pools clean and
clear.

For specUlcations and availability contact:

Reinders Irrigation Supply
WI 1-800-782-3300 Milw. (414) 786-3301
13400 Watertown Plank Road, Pf), Box 57

Elm Grove. Wisconsin 53122
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