President’s Message

Winter’s Work

By Roger Bell

January is one of my favorite
months. The snow is fresh and white,
and air is clean and crisp, and the
snowmobile trails are packed and
freshly groomed. I'm into a new fiscal
year with a newly-approved budget.
The worries of last summer’s drought
are well behind me and | feel fully con-
fident that the grass out on the course
under the fluffy white layer will emerge
healthy and green in two or three
months.

However, winter, contrary to what
some club officials may think, is not a
season for a superintendent to sit back
and coast. Now is when we have the
time and energy to give back to the
profession that we work at so hard. Of
course, we all want to attain our “per-
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sonal best” at our jobs and that cer-
tainly is a part of professionalism.
Beyond that, though, we can and
should work together as a unit to pro-
vide a larger and more effective voice
for golf course superintendents
everywhere. Here's what you can do
starting this winter:

Be involved with the WGCSA —
after all, that is the only organization
in our state devoted exclusively to our
profession.

Support the O.J. NOER CENTER
with dedication, hard work and, most
importantly, your checkbook. To date,
less than 10 percent of WGCSA mem-
bers or their employers have donated
to this worthy cause. To reach our goal

and make the center a reality, we need
everyone’s contribution.

Attend the upcoming educational
sessions offered with you in mind: the
WTA Winter Conference, the GCSAA
60th International Conference and
Show in Anaheim, and the many other
regional turfgrass shows and con-
ferences. These programs offer the
best way to stay current on the latest
research and technology.

Winter may be a quiet season on the
golf course in Wisconsin — but there
is plenty for the golf course superinten-
dent to do. Be involved, support and at-
tend — after all, a superintendent’s job
is a year-round one.
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Ideas to grow with’

Distributors for these professional products for turf, aquatics & ornamentals —

Applied Biochemists * Cutrine
Brayton * Custom Blend Fertilizers

Clearys * 3336, PMAS

Dupont * Tersan 1991, Tupersan, Manzate

Brandt * Turf Mix Micro Package
Ciba-Geigy * Subdue, Diazinon, Banner

Dow * Turflon, Dursban

Elanco * Balan, Surflan, Rubigan

Hoechst * Acclaim

Gordons * Trimec, Betasan

ICI * Gro Safe, Fusilade

Mobay * Oftanol, Bayleton, Dyrene
Noram-Tuco * Nitroform, Banol
Rohm-Haas * Fore, Dithane

Solo * Backpacks, Handheld Sprayers

For more information, contact...

Joe W.Wollner
300 S. Avon St. Box 1089
Rockford, Illinois B61105-10839

Sierra * Vorlan, Duosan, Calo-Clor

Monsanto * Roundup

Rhone Poulenc * Chipco 26019, Ronstar, Sevin,
Weedone DPC, Alliette

Fermenta * Daconil, Dacthal

800-747-7400 (Illinois & Wisconsin)
608-274-9195 (home)




Editorial

By Monroe S. Miller

Fair Treatment

One of the things most of us involved
in managing golf courses around the
country will remember about 1988 is
that it was the year that Daconil 2787
was found innocent of any involvement
in the death of a golfer in Virginia. We
are probably among the few Ameri-
cans who are aware of the outcome of
the case. Yet everyone knew of the
indictment.

And why shouldn’t everyone who
has a television or reads the news
magazines know about the charges
made against this key material for plant
protection in turf disease control pro-
grams. You couldn’t help it unless you
spent the entire year overseas or in a
cave. Dan Rather and the CBS News
made a big deal of it and practically
found Diamond Shamrock (manufac-
turer of Daconil 2787 at the time) guil-
ty of murder.

The gossip journal People magazine
did a three page piece under their
controversy department. The title?
How does “A Golfer's Mysterious
Death Suggest That Lawn Care May
Be Hazardous To Your Health” grab
you? It sort of suggests that for the
pesticide industry it is guilty until
proven innocent. There were similar

stories in other magazines and on
other news programs, all reported with
about equal neutrality.

Any open-minded person, even one
with no knowledge of or experience
with pesticides could tell that these
stories and reports were terribly biased
against 2787. No lab reports, no blood
tests, no data. That’s usually the case
in sensational stories like these. You
know the kind of story the People one
was when you see the quotes by Sam
Epstein, a psuedo-expert on pesticides
who probably thinks pure spring water
is not good for your health. To me, he’s
a real environmental extremist who has
spouted off so many times with so lit-
tle evidence that he’s lost the little
credibility he once may have had.

As we all know, the case went to trial.
On May 9th of last year, almost five
years after the incident, Daconil was
cleared of any complications in the un-
fortunate death of the golfer. The judge
dismissed the $16 million lawsuit.

After all the sensational coverage
prior to the trial, the decision wasn't to
be found anywhere except in our trade
journals. Dan Rather said nothing of
the innocent verdict. Nor did People
magazine. Nor did anyone else in the
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popular literature. | had to get the news
myself first from the July 1988 issue of
Landscape Management.

The conduct of the news media in
this country shouldn’t surprise us. They
love bad news, sensational news and
spectacular stories. It’s called the
rating game and circulation game, |
guess. Although we may be frustrated
by it, that’s the way it is. For us to get
fair treatment we are going to have to
demand it.

The news show 20/20°’s John
Stossel, who admits to being more
conservative than most news people,
says we have a situation where the
general conditions are simply and
typically stacked against any real
positive stories.

““That’s what you are fighting in this
business,” Stossel says. “And if
you've got a safe product that improves
yields a little bit, you’re going to have
to be very articulate in enforcing your
right to keep using it in the future. As
long as you stand up and say the truth,
| think it will work out. You need to
stand up and speak up for what you
believe in.”

John's right. Fair treatment will have
to be earned and demanded.

414-667-4792
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Manufactured In
Sheboygan, Wisconsin

Ametek irrigation boxes are warehoused
regionally throughout
the U.S. and Canada

TURF
BOXES
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sion would require expanded reporting
to include pertinent information identi-
fying the purchaser and brand name
and the EPA registration number for
the pesticide.

4. Prevent harvesting crops at im-
proper times. Cases have been
reported where agricultural com-
modities have been harvested before
a preharvest interval has expired
following application of a pesticide. The
rule proposal places the responsibility
to adhere to the preharvest interval on
the grower.

5. Require loading pads for mix-
ing/loading sites. DATCP and DNR in-
vestigations have documented that im-
proper handling of non-bulk as well as
bulk pesticides has resulted in ground-
water contamination across the state.
The requirement mandates that a load-
ing pad or spill containment be con-
structed at any site where a threshold
quantity of pesticide is mixed annual-
ly. This provision would apply to any
mixing/loading site (private or commer-
cial) that exceeds the threshold
amount.

6. Establish a set of rules govern-
ing chemigation systems. Chemiga-
tion systems incorporate the applica-
tion of pesticides in an irrigation
system. Unless certain protective
devices are used, there is a very good
chance of contamination from cross
connection and contamination of the
water supply with chemicals. The rules
allow pesticides to be introduced in an
irrigation system but require the use of
back-flow preventers in the system, of
which there are several types.

7. Clarify that veterinarians are not
required to be certified or licensed.
Review of EPA’s policy concerning cer-
tification of veterinarians indicates that
they are considered to be exempt from
individual applicator certification re-
quirements. Therefore, the department
proposes to clarify that individual com-
mercial applicator pesticide certifica-
tion and license requirements do not
pertain to licensed veterinarians apply-
ing pesticides during the normal
course of their practice.

It’s fairly clear that we'll primarily be
concerned with notice and posting pro-
visions, re-entry periods, and mix-
ing/loading site requirements. The
licensing and certification re-
quirements should already be part of
everyone’s management program. Our
own Red Roskopf and the WTA's Terry
Kurth are involved in advisory
capacities to the DATCP. Russ, as
always, will play a key role.

The Agricultural Resource Manage-
ment Division of the DATCP has a ten-
tative timetable of the changes and im-
plementation of AG 29 revisions. The
ARM staff reviewed proposals and
analyses in October and November.
These were then forwarded to the
Pesticide Advisory Council. Below is
what the calendar of events for this
January and forward looks like:

January 1989

— ARM Division staff, Legal staff
and Ad Hoc Committee review and
modify rule draft.

February 1989 and March 1989

— Pesticide Advisory Council
reviews rule draft prepared by staff and
the Ad Hoc Committee

— Secretary’s office reviews com-
ments from Ad Hoc Committee and the
Pesticide Advisory Council.

— Approved draft is provided to
Board Subcommittee and to the full
Policy Board Members

— Board Subcommittee reviews
draft.

April 1989

— Request Policy Board’s approval
at April board meeting to take the rule
to public hearing.

— Preliminary suggested locations
(note these locations may change
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slightly depending on the key issues
that are identified in the hearing draft):

Milwaukee

Appleton

Eau Claire

Wausau

Madison

La Crosse or Prairie du Chien

— Mail draft to Legislative Council

for review the day after Board gives ap-
proval for public hearing. Legislative
Council has 20 working days to review
and comment.

May and June 1989

— Submit to Revisor of Statutes for
Public Hearing Notice (10 days notice
required).

— May 25, 1989 end of period for
Legislative Council and revisor and ad-
ministrative register.

June Public Hearings:

Location Days/Dates
Milwaukee area . . . Tuesday, June 13
Appleton area .Wednesday, June 14

Wausau ........ Thursday, June 15
Eau Claire . . ... .. Tuesday, June 20
La Crosse ....Wednesday, June 21

Madison area .. .Thursday, June 22
Scheduled Hearing Times: We will
schedule hearings during the morning,
afternoon and evening at all locations,
if needed, in order to give all interested
parties an opportunity to speak.

June 26 thru July 1989
— A.R.M. and Legal staff review and
redraft if necessary and prepare hear-
ing summary
— Review with:
1. Pesticide Advisory Council
2. Policy Board Subcommittee
3. Secretary and Deputy

August 1989

— Department Policy Board for final
approval

— Pesticide Review Board approval

September 1989

— Early September submit rule in
final form to appropriate Legislative
Committee (Committee has 30 calen-
dar days to review and comment.)

October 1989
— Submit rule to Revisor for pub-
lishing.

November or December 1989
— AG 29 revision published

January 1990
— January 1, 1990 rule becomes
effective.
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IRRIGATION SUPPLIES

Our Reelmaster® 5, 7, and 11 blade gang mowers deliver a
superb quality cut and finished look. Whether you need a
short, super-formal cut. Or a longer informal cut. Or some-
thing in-between. Yet all three also deliver

renowned Toro durability to keep you

cutting. For more information, contact the

Toro distributor listed below.
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SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

® FULL LINE STOCKING DISTRIBUTOR

® REPAIR & SERVICE CONSULTATION

® DESIGN & SPECIFICATION
® PUMPS & CONTROLS

® PLASTIC PIPE
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Jottings From The Golf Course Journal

On Writing Columns

By Monroe S. Miller

“Writing a column,” said the late
great Red Smith, ““is like opening a
vein and letting the words bleed out,
drip by drip.” It has been five years
since | started my work with the GRASS
ROOTS and one of the things I've en-
joyed most has been writing columns,
whether they were a President’s Mes-
sage, a 'Jottings” piece or an editorial.
Honestly, | have not found it to be as
difficult as Mr. Smith says it should be.
But, of course and quite obviously, |
don’t write anywhere nearly as well as
Mr. Smith.

Nor as often. | figure I've averaged
a couple of columns in each issue of
the GRASS ROOTS for five years. I'm
not counting news stories — they are
entirely different and much easier to
write than columns are. Arithmetic tells
me that’s around 60 columns. Five
dozen. Once a month, about, for those
five years. Red Smith, for the ten years
he worked for the Philadelphia Record,
wrote a daily column for that paper.
That'’s right — seven columns a week.
One a day. Three hundred and sixty-
five a year. It's more than | can com-
prehend — thirty-six hundred columns
in Philly!

Smith moved from the Record to
New York, writing at different times for
the New York Herald Tribune and the
New York Times. The move reduced his
writing load from seven columns a
week to a mere four. But Smith never
was convinced that writing less was
writing better. He worked, at one time,
for publisher John S. Knight and was
doing six columns each week for him.

““Nobody can write six good columns
a week,” Knight told him. “Why don’t
you write three? Want me to fix it up?”’

“Look, Mr. Knight,” Smith said,
“Suppose | wrote three stinkers. |
wouldn’t have the rest of the week to
recover.”’

Red Smith was a sportswriter and
columnist by profession, the best since
Ring Lardner, some say. He fed his
family by putting words on paper. | cer-
tainly don't and never pretend to have
enough writing ability to dot the i’s or
cross the t's for someone like Smith.

But this business of writing intrigues
me, like any hobby would interest other
people.

And | am particularly interested in
Red Smith. He was a fantastic word-
smith, a great humorist and a brilliant
phrase-maker. He won the Pulitzer
Prize in 1976 and had a reputation as
a world famous storyteller. The wealth
of his writing includes many, many
pieces about golf. His writing has given
pleasure to millions. But I'm especial-
ly fond of the man because he was a
Wisconsin boy. He was born in Green
Bay.

His father was the third generation
in the family’s wholesale produce and
retail grocery business. Red has writ-
ten of a happy childhood in Wisconsin
in which his chief intrests were reading
books and following (and playing)
sports. He graduated from Notre Dame
and got his first journalism job at the
Milwaukee Sentinel. The rest is sports-
writing history. Red never lost his in-
terest in Wisconsin, however. His sum-
mer vacations included annual trips to
Door County. | learned a long time ago
that even an amateur writer, to do a half
decent job, has to be widely read, and
many of my favorite stories were writ-
ten by our own Red Smith.

I’'d most certainly starve to death if
| had to make a living by writing. Maybe
that’s why I’'m intrigued by the Russell
Bakers, Mike Roykos, George Wills
and Syd Harris’ of the world. It's prob-
ably why | have so much respect for
the work of journalists like Rob Schultz.
But really, I've got the best of it — |
don’t have to write columns or news
reports, so | can enjoy it! And when one

is his own editor, well, it just doesn’t get
any better. The final joy for me is the
incredibly rich subject matter given by
golf courses — the people, the sport,
the seasons, the work. | think it's as
varied as the columns I've written in
the last five years.

John Ruskin, an author of both
serious books and children’s stories,
said this about writing: “The greatest
thing a human soul ever does in this
world is to see something and tell what
it saw in a plain way.” Keep it plain —
that's good advice | try my best to
follow.

Many people have commented on
the time factor — ““Don’t you spend an
awful lot of time writing for the GRASS
ROOTS?"” The time consuming part of
an association or professional maga-
zine is the editing. | spend around a
hundred hours on each issue of our
journal. That makes the writing part of
it quite easy. And it is not the writing
that takes all the time, anyway. Frank-
ly, putting the words for a given column
on paper, the actual writing of it, may
only take an hour or two. The thought
process, however, often is several days
long. Sometimes | may be mulling a
topic over in my mind for months
before | sit down at my manual
typewriter and pound out the column.

In fact, thinking about a column or
story through before writing anything
down is fundamental to making the
writing process an easy one. That part
can never be hurried. I've read that the
same is true for musical compositions
and theoretical formulas. Artists have
their creative work completed in their

Continued on page 9

Our best to the ‘““GREENEST THUMBS”’
in the State. . .

enjoy a
bountiful 1989!

WISCONSIN SECTION PGA OF AMERICA




Still the Best

That’s right. For the second year in a row Palmer turf-type peren-
nial ryegrass scored number one in the National Ryegrass tests
conducted by the U.S.D.A. coast to coast:

Turf-Typa
Perennial Ryegrass

U.S.D.A. National Perennial Ryegrass Test
Turf Quality 1-9 (9 = Best)

Variety  2-Yr. Avg. Variety = 2-Yr. Avg.

Palmer 59 Derby 5.5 ;
Gator 5.9 Yorktown |l 5.4 3
Prelude 5.8 Cowboy 5.4

Repell 5.8 Pennfine 5.3

Tara 5.8 Diplomat 549

Premier 0T Regal 53

Citation Il 5.6 Barry 0.2

Manhattan Il 5.6 Delray 5.2

Blazer 5.6 Omega 53

All Star 5.6 Elka 5.1

Ranger 5.6 Manhattan 5.1

Birdie Il 5D Citation 5.0

Fiesta 55 Linn 3.4

Pennant !

It's no wonder courses like
Bay Hill in Florida, Shin-
necock in New York, PGA
West in California and Sahara
in Nevada are only a few of
those that are demanding the
excellent performance of
Palmer.

As a turf professional wouldn’t
it be nice to know you’re using
the best? Use Palmer.

“Kellogg's supplied us with
Palmer and other quality seeds
that we needed. Kellogg's
personnel are experienced and
their recommendations and
service is excellent.”
—Wayne Otto
Supt. of Ozaukee Country Club

Kellogg Inc.
Seeds & Supplies
322 East Florida Street
Milwaukee. Wisconsin 53204

(414) 276-0373

1-800-792-3504 ext. 492
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Continued from page 7

mind before they put paint on a can-
vas. The mathematical genius, Karl
Friedrick Gauss, commented once, “I
have been sure of my results for some
time; what | don’t know is how | shall
arrive at them.” It is written that the
reason Mozart composed music so
rapidly was because he was merely
“transcribing’” the composition from
his mind. A final example of my per-
sonal discovery comes from President
Lincoln. It is believed that he wrote the
Gettysburg Address on the back of an
old envelope on the train ride from

Washington to Gettysburg. If that story
is true, and | suspect it is, you can pret-
ty much assume he had been thinking
those thoughts and shaping that com-
position for a long time.

| have no illusions about the para-
graphs | assemble for each issue of the
GRASS ROQTS. | enjoy putting them to-
gether and hope that maybe someone
can relate to my thoughts, experiences
and emotions, and maybe even enjoy
them.

Seldom, if ever, does a writer leave a
measurable imprint on our society
while alive. That’s true for even our

best writers, so you can guess where
that leaves rank amateurs like me. Fic-
tional TV character Felix Unger — even
you younger WGCSA members surely
have seen reruns of “The Odd Cou-
ple” — had his proudest poetry used
to decorate a dog’s tombstone. Red
Smith may have put it best for the “ink
stained wretches”” by admitting that
even our best work shortly will be a
“shroud for some haddock.”

Or maybe it will find a comfortable
resting spot on the tank behind the
commode in some golf course shop!

| couldn’t ask for more.

The BEST 1989 New Year’s Resolution. . .

PLEDGE SUPPORT
to the NOER CENTER

MIX WITH THE RIGHT COMPANY

Go Deep!

Country Club Greens Grades

* Great For Greens, Tees & Fairways
* Small Homogeneous Granulation
* Less Mower Pick-up
* High Methylene Ureas (W.L.N.)
* Four Unigue Formulations
18-4-10 90% Org. 8-4-24 30% Org.
18-3-12 70% Org. 18-0-18 80% Org.
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Highest Purity
Non Calcareous Silica Sand Available
Throughout North America

TOTAL TURF CARE
1-800-233-0628

Bunker Sand Colors
White, Buff and Black

Topdressing Sand and Sand/Soil Mixes Meeting
Your Specifications

V.G. Johnson & Associates, Inc.

Portable Blending Plant for Onsite Mixing Power Equipment & Turf Products
Laboratory Analysis With Every Load ) )
Serving your needs with:
Producing Sand and Construction Mixes Since 1946

ARS Saws & Shears Koos Fertilizers

1 _71 5_2 58_85 66 Air Prune Systems Mars Sweepers
Eljen Drain Products Saxon Blower Vacuums
Rochester Midland Chemicals Brown Trenchmasters

Ransome's Rotary Mowers & Tractors

Phone (414) 293-8248
NESHKORO, WISCONSIN 54960
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Slowly released natural organic source of
nitrogen—phosphorus—iron

Granular—Easily Spread—Non-burning
Just right for Dormant Fertilization
Trouble-free Spreader Calibration

Ready Availability—Low Cost
Bulk or Bag Delivery

Ask us about sprayable fine grade for greens and tees.

Wisconsin Turf Equipment Corp. Milwaukee Metropolitan

P.O. Box 708 Sewerage District
1917 West Court Street 735 North Water Street
Janesville, W| 53545 Milwaukee, WI 53202

(608) 752-8766 (414) 278-2034

Horst Distributing, Inc.
444 North Madison Street
Chilton, WI 53014
(414) 849-2341




