PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

A Lesson From McGuffy

1 was in the Columbus, Ohio airport this fall with nearly two hours to waste
while waiting for my flight back home. It is a new facility and, frankly, I had more
of the feeling of being in a shopping mall than in an airport. So, with time on my
hands, I went from shop to shop, browsing. One store in particular caught my eye
— it was called something like “The Country Cupboard”. Their wares all had a
theme of days gone by — fireplace popcorn poppers, cast iron pots and pans,
gingham aprons, wooden utensils and the like. There was a shelf of books and
catalogs that were typical of the turn of the century. The first book I picked up and
paged through was a copy of a McGuffy reader. I suspect that at one time this book
was found in every one room school in America. I came across a verse that so
caught my eye that I had it committed to memory within a few minutes. It went
like this:

“The wise old owl sat in an oak.
The more he saw, the less he spoke,
The less he spoke, the more he heard.
Why can’t we be like that wise old bird?”

I'm sure it affected me the way it did because of its simple but powerful lesson
— there is much more to be gained by listening than there is by speaking. It is
such an obvious point that it seems nearly trite. After all, as an ancient
philosopher pointed out, nature gave man one tongue and two ears so thathe can
hear twice as much from others as he speaks himselfl

Let me declare that the drumbeat of my term as President of the WGCSA will be
“listening”. Any of us who have experienced a measure of success as Golf Course
Superintendents have learned the art of listening: hearing what members and
players expect from us, listening to suggestions from the USGA Agronomist,
learning from the experiences of our peers. The list could go on and on. I also
recognize, in the context of my own experiences, that all too often I hear words but
neglect to really listen and understand their meaning. That mistake will not be
made during the upcoming year. Any good works accomplished by the Officers
and Board of Directors in 1984 will be determined by what we hear from our
members.

So I beg of you, talk to us. Tell us what's on your mind. We want to hear whatyou
feel we should be doing, what our goals should be, and what the role of our
Association should be in the “world of Wisconsin golf”. If you will share your
thoughts with us, we will do our best to respond. Offer constructive criticism if it is
in order. Be complimentary of our actions that meet your approval. But please,
talk to us.

My message is not intended to be any kind of inaugural address, complete
with catchy phrases and contrived slogans. But I do desparately want to convey a
tone and direction for the next year in the history of the WGCSA, and I want it tobe
a good year. I want everyone to understand that I am honored to hold the office,
that I am serious about the attending responsibilities and that I am genuinely
excited by the confidence shown in me. Above all, I want to do a good job — the kind
of job you want me to do.

As the months go by, tell me how I'm doing. I promise I'll listen!

Monroe S. Miller
President
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Join the

WISCONSIN TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION
and realize the following benefits:

® adirectlinktoresearchin Wisconsin throughthe
University of Wisconsin,

® direct support of turf research on Wisconsin
problems at the state’s land grant college,

® subscription to the Wisconsin Turfgrass News,
® ( saving in registration at Association events,

® knowledge that you are assisting and aiding an
area of your vocation, business or profession
that is vital to you.
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December 20, 1983

Monroe Miller, President

Wis. Golf Course Supts. Assoc.
3809 Patrick Henry Way
Middleton, WI 53562

Dear Monroe:

Once again, I have the pleasure of extending the appreciation of the 0. J.
Noer Research Foundation for the recent donation from our number one contribu-
tor, the Wisconsin Golf Course Superintendents association. [ received the
check from you at the meeting in Luxemburg and I sincerely apologize for the
tardiness of this acknowledgment.

Grants from the Foundation have been made to many universities throughout the
United States, including the University of Wisconsin. You will note from the
enclosed brochure that the Foundation has contributed over $213,000 to turf-
grass research since its inception.

In addition to supporting basic research projects, the Foundation has been
instrumental in establishing the 0. J. Noer Memorial Turfgrass Library at
Michigan State University. Through the cooperative efforts of the Foundation
and University, this library has the largest single collection of turfgrass
literature in the world. Publications are available to students and scholars
throughout the United States. A second library has been initiated at Texas

A & M University which contains all extra copies of publications.

Without the support of interested organizations such as WGCSA, many of the
accomplishments of the Foundation would not have been possible.

Congratulations on your election to the Presidency of the WGCSA and best wishes
for a Happy Holiday Season!

Very truly yours,

obert J. Welch

Secretary-Treasurer

gb
enc: 0. J. Noer 1983 Annual Report
0. J. Noer Coaster (under separate cover)
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POLARIS E-Z-GO

GARY MONFRE
PARTS, SALES, SERVICE

E-Z-GO GOLF CARS
Waukesha, Wi 53186
414/542.7586
414/344-0404

E-Z-GO CHICAGOLAND
24404 N. Hwy 12

Lake Zurich, IL 60047
(312) 438-5511

MILAEGER
Well and Pump Co.

INDUSTRIES MUNICIPALITIES SUBDIVISIONS
® Deep Wall Drilling and Pump Instzilation

® Well Devaiop by Acidizing & Sh
» All Makes of Pumps Repaired

® 24 Hour Service

* TONKA ® Waier Treatment Equipment

BYRON JACKSON PUMPS
Division of Borg Warner Corporation
Line Shaft Turbine Pumps and Submersible Pumps
to 500 HP and 1,000 f1.
Servicing Wisconsin and Ilinois for Over
20950 Enterprise Ave. 80 Voars 840 Paarson Strest
Brookfield. Wi 53005 Des Plainas, ILL 80018
(414) 784-3960 (312) 296-8707

Complete

Tree
Service

EGELHOFF
TREE
SERVICE

INC.

Thiensville, Wl 242-3390

VAYEYMNAVL

DISTRIBUTOR

top name golf course
chemicals & supplies

8332 NORTH SANTA MONICA BLVD.
MILWAUKEE, WI 53217  (414) 352.9464

The best in turf supplies
LESCO 100% Sulfur-Conated Fertilizers
golf course accessories, chemicals including

Yescosan

A highly effective pre-emergence
crabgrass and poa annua control
* Lescosan (Betasan - Registerad TM Stauffer Chemical Co.)

(800- 321-5325) Available from: (800-362-7413)

NATIONWIDE IN OHIO

akeshore
Equipment & Supply Co.

“Home of LESCO Products”
300 South Abbe, Elyria, OH 44035




A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WISCONSIN TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION

Dear Golt Turf Professional,

We would like to invite you to become a member of the Wisconsin Turfgrass
Association. The Association was formed to encourage turtgrass research as it relates
to Wisconsin growing conditions, to support turf education and instruction, and to
generally promote the turtgrass industry in Wisconsin.

We have been successful in achieving those goals through sponsorship of
educational meetings and a field day, by financial grants of specific turfgrass research
projects and by publication of the WISCONSIN TURFGRASS NEWS. But we have done
no more than scratch the surface of the endless possibilities a group like the WTA has.
Our potential is unlimited. But to move forward will require a broader base of support
in the industry. We need the help of every golf course superintendent in Wisconsin.

An organizational membership is $100and an individual may become a member
for $25. A membership application blank has been included in this issue of the
GRASSROOTS. Please fill it out and become an important part of this support group.

Thank you.

-——-—-——-—-—-_--———1

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/DUES STATEMENT

Name:

Address:

City/State Zip
Firm Name: Phone

Type of Membership:  Organizational $100 (Industry, Sod Grower, Golf Course, Landscaper, efc.)
Individual $25
Additional Contribution

Mail application and check to: Wisconsin Turfgrass Association, 500 Kensington Dr., Madison, WI 53704
Please make check payable to: Wisconsin Turfgrass Association

The Wisconsin Turfgrass Association is a non-profit foundation dedicated to supporting turfgrass
research in Wisconsin and the promotion of the turfgrass industry in general. Your support and
involvement would be most helptul and greatly appreciated.



PH: (414) 242-5740

ROY G. ZEHREN

NATURAL ATHLETIC
TURF INC.

Specializing in
GOLF COURSE * RENOVATION * NEW COURT

TEES  GREENS * FAIRWAY TURFING * DRAINAGE
SAND BUNKERS ¢ RETAINING WALLS * NURSERY
ALSO

“PURR-WICK"” & SAND SYSTEMS

ASTROTURF CH-4 “DRAG MATS”
BY CONTRACT OR “T & M" BASIS
11040 N. Buntrock Ave. Mequon, WI 53092

NEW
BANOL.

TAKES

THE WORRY
OUT OF

PYTHIUM.

New systemic action BANOL
Turf Fungicide works in a low-
cost program of prevention to
eliminate the potential turf
devastation of Pythium blight.
Or BANOL can be used to stop
Pythium once it starts.
Of course, prevention is best!

BANOL has longer residual,
up to 10-21 days, for less fre-
quent applicalions and addi-
tional savings in labor, fuel and
equipment. BANOL doesn't
wash off like contact fungicides
Your irrigation program can be
continued for good turf health
and appearance. And BANOL
Is compalible in a tank mix
with many other fungicides
and insecticides

For more information
contact

REINDERS BROTHERS INC.
13400 WATERTOWN PLANK RD
ELM GROVE. WISCONSIN S3122

Pardeeville, W1
(608) 429-3402

SPRINKLER SYSTEM PROBLEM?

""“\t'.m"/f/%

CALL REINDERS IRRIGATION SUPPLY

FOR
RandBiro TORO

® PLASTIC PIPE ® DESIGN & SPECIFICATIONS
® PUMPS & CONTROLS e REPAIR & SERVICE CONSULTATION

R E I N DER S IRRIGATION SBUPPLY

13400 WATERTOWN PLANK ROAD
ELM GROVE, WIS. 53122 (414) 786_3163

ROSEMAN HYDRA POWER MOWING REELS

FOR
THE SUPER CUT

NORTHERN TURF EQUIPMENT, INC.

Chippewa Falls, WI
(715) 834-8707




‘'THE WISCONSIN TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION:

A BRIEF HISTORY

Monroe S. Miller
Secretary, Wisconsin Turfgrass Association

For years many people in the turf industry
have been bothered by the nagging
question, "Why doesn't this state have a
unified turtgrass program like so many other
states have?”. We had to look no farther than
the states that surround us to see active,
successful and robust groups that were
advancing the interests of turf managers,
whatever their specialties. Large sums of
money were donated for research, scholar-
ships and research assistantships were
common, many of the facilities were out-
standing, and conferences sponsored by
individual foundations and associations
attracted people from far and wide. The
common denominator for all of these
successful programs was strong support from
the private sector.

If one had to search for the answer as to
why Wisconsin was seemingly so far behind
these other states, it would probably be that
independent efforts were going a long way
in meeting the demands of the turf industry.

Dr. Jim Love of the Department of Soil Science
on the UW-Madison campus developed an
excellent curriculum for an undergraduate
interested in a B.S. degree in turf and grounds
mandagement, and served as a major
professor for several graduate students. Dr.
Robert Newman instructed hundreds and
hundreds of students over the years in the
Department of Horticulture and shouldered
heavy responsibilities in turf extension across
the state. Bob maintained extensive plots at
the Arlington Experimental Station to study
herbicides used on turf, to evaluate new
grass varieties introduced into the market-
place, and to focus on special problems
confronting turfgrass managers. Dr. Gayle
Wort travelled from one end of the state to the
other studying specific disease infections on
turfgrasses, and maintained research plots
on the many different turfs in Wisconsin. Dr.
Charles Koval focused a lot of attention in the
early sixties on the numerous insect pests
affecting turf, and he has been succeeded by



Dr. Dan Mahr and by Phil Pellitteri. All of these
men had University Extension responsibilities
and led the annual "Turfgrass Conference”
at several sites across the state. Despite all of
their efforts and interest, it was obvious there
was need for more, and that the need would
only be met when turf growers decided to
offer some outside help.

The situation in Wisconsin has been unique
in yet another way. Nearly two decades ago,
Charles Wilson, Jim Latham and Bob Welch
of the Milwaukee Sewerage Commission
developed "'The Wisconsin Golf Turf
Symposium” in memory of O.J. Noer. This two
day conference received widespread
acclaim and great acceptance among state
golf course superintendents and still is a
source of great pride among Wisconsin
superintendents. Prior to that, in 1959, they
established the O.J. Noer Research
Foundation with the purpose of raising
monies for turfgrass research. This foundation
received a lot of support from the golf course
managers in Wisconsin and the organization
has performed a very significant and
important role in funding research projects.
Over $200,000 has been given to turf
research and education since 1959. Some of
the projects funded were done here in
Wisconsin, but the foundation has a national
scope and makes grants to universities and
individual scientists across the country.

Eleven individuals with a strong interest in
forming a central turfgrass organization for
Wisconsin met on October 8, 1980 and
discussed at length the possibilities and
potential sof such an organization, and as a
result of that meeting in Johnson Creek the
Wisconsin Turfgrass Association was formed.
It was not born out of a sense of dissatisfaction
with the state of affairs in Wisconsin, but
rather with the idea of greatly expanding
and enhancing current efforts. Several ideas
were fundamental in their approach to such
an alliance. In the broadest sense, as stated
in Article II of the WTA Constitution, the
purpose of the Association is to "promote the
turfgrass industry in Wisconsin, in particular,
to encourage the further study and research
in turfgrasses, to analyze and disseminate
information relating thereto”. Further, “the

objective of the Association is better turt forall
athletic fields, cemetaries, golf courses,
lawns, parks, play grounds, roadsides and
any other turtgrass areas”. From that very first
meeting to the present time, the officers and
board of directors are dedicated to making
all donations to the state’s land grant college
— the University of Wisconsin-Madison and
the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences.
The rational for this policy is that there is a
need for research investigations that focus on
the specific growing conditions found in
Wisconsin. Finally, the group felt that any
research initiatives needed to be
complemented with appropriate support of
education and instruction.

All of the original goals of the Wisconsin
Turfgrass Association founders have been
abided by. The first year of serious activity of
the WTA — 1981 — netted $5,000 that was
invested in projects administered by Dr. Wort.
A small amount of money was requested by
Dr. Mahr for some work on turf insects. In
1982, income of the WTA nearly doubled to
$9,700 and Dr. Wortf received a grant of
$5,800. Again, a very modest $575 was
extended to Dr. Mahr. This year saw the
Association begin publication of “The
Wisconsin Turfgrass News"”, which expanded
the role of the association in dissemination of
information and news relating to Wisconsin's
turf industries. One of the aspirations of the
founding members came to fruition in
January of 1982 when the Association, in
conjunction with the CALS, UW-Madison,
sponsored a conference called "College Day
for Turf Professionals”. It was a great success.
Finally, in September, the first annual WTA
Golf Outing was held and was hosted by
Sentry World Golf Course.

This past year — 1983 — was one of
continued growth. The Association wasgiven
great support and had an income in excess
of $14,000. Support of the Plant Pathology
Department was at the $5,000 level and the
contribution to the Entomology Department
was increased toover S1,100. The Association
was able to begin to accumulate some
“seed” money that could be used for a
membership drive and possibly some

(Continued on page 10)
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laboratory work during the winter months. A
second golf tournament was held in late
September at the Nagawaukee Golf Course
in Hartland and the attendance at the
second annual meeting in Arlington
increased dramatically, The year will be
important in the history of the WTA as it
marked the Association’s first “Summer Field
Day”. The results of this first "hands on” field
day exceeded all expeciations and drew an
attendance of over 150 people. The event
will be somewhat unique in its approach in
the future in that the site will be moved each
year to increase accessability during the
busy month of August.

Although many members of the Board of
Directors are infected with impatience, there
is a recognition of the importance of steady
and measured growth. Immediately, for
1984, the third annual meeting has been
held. the field day date and site have been
set and the golf tournament will continue.
The Board has embarked on a program to
greaily increase the membership and is
hopeful of an income exceeding $20,000.
Plans for a scholarship award to a deserving
student in the University’s turf program are
well along. Groundwork is being completed
on the feasibility of acquiring a vehicle to
greatly increase the mobility and visibility of
University staff involved in turf research and
extension, and to relieve them of the unend-
ing hassle of trying to arrange transportation.
There is also the hope of a modest increase in
project funding. Finally, there will be an effort
made to heighten the awareness of Univer-
sity administrators and officials of the impor-
tance of the turfgrass industry in Wisconsin
and the need for them to try to extend help
similar to that provided many of the tradition-
al agricultural disciplines.

What about the years beyond? What kinds
of things can the WTA do for the turfgrass
industry? What is the realistic potential of the
Association? These are all good questions
and ones that are constantly being wrestled
with by the officers and board members. The
most obvious goal is more formidable
support of research — money that hopefully
can be counted by the tens of thousands.
Some directors feel that the WTA needs to

begin a program soon that would provide
financial support in the form of research
assistantships for graduate students
specializing in some particular facet of the
turf industry, whether it be plant pathology,
soil science horitculture or entomology.
There is a strong feeling among board
members that a serious effort must be made
to provide facilities for turfgrass resarch,
whether it be an urban research station, a turt
farm, additional equipment, or buildings
and facilities on an existing agricultural
experiment station. There is some thought
that increased staff, in the form of technicians,
is needed to assist project leaders. The oppor-
tunities for helping are indeed unlimited.

The first few years in the life of this
organization have been truly exciting,
rewarding and productive. But the task is
barely underway. The WTA invites all of
those people in the state with an interest in
turfgrass to join us, to aid in the planning for
the future and to relish the enormous
satisfaction that is gained when one
participates in an endeavor that helps
himself. O

WISCONSIN
TURFGRASS ASSOCIATION

EVENTS AND DATES
FOR 1984

January 17, 1984
3rd Annual Membership Meeting

August 27, 1984
2nd Annual Field Day

September 24, 1984
3rd Annual Golf Outing




