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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Persistence Pays Off

By Jim Van Herwynen, Certified Golf Course Superintendent, South Hills Golf and Country Club

or those of you who attended the 50th

Annual Golf Turf Symposium titled
“How Are We Doing as an Industry’,
thank you! Participation has increased
over the last couple years and we hope this
trend continues. For those of you who did
not please consider joining us next year
as the Golf Turf Symposium is a valuable
resource for continuing education, net-
working, and remaining fresh in an in-
dustry that is changing more rapidly than
it ever has. Plans have started already for
the 2016 Golf Turf Symposium and I am
sure you will be delighted to hear about
the upcoming topics.

At the Symposium we were enlightened
to hear about many topics pertinent to
our industry and one that sticks out for
me was an overview of the state of the in-
dustry. Whether you attended or not I am
sure over the last few years you have heard
that we have reached a point where we are
stabilizing with course construction and
closures and we all hope we have seen the
worst of budget cuts and a weak economy.
We are not there yet but getting closer,
and for many it has been a tough time to
be in the golf course industry.

There are fewer students getting into the
Turfgrass Management Program here in
Wisconsin and the market has been dis-
mal at best. I personally see this trend
starting to go the other way, in other
words, getting better! There appears to be
a slow but steady resurgence after talking
to many of you and simply paying atten-
tion to the industry. What was the norm,
for possibly decades is changing rapidly.

Facilities are reinventing themselves,
spending capital dollars on infrastructure
and amenities to entice, being more ag-
gressive through marketing and offerings
for a wide range of skill levels and cliental.

Some may think that they are wasting
their time and effort in this industry and
I have had close friends change careers
whether a Superintendent, Assistant Su-
perintendent, Vendor or Student. I have
always said you have to take care of your-

self, your family and follow your dreams.
Patience sometimes is the hard part. If
your passion is golf course maintenance
and management hang in there. Educate
yourself, stay current with trends and top-
ics, participate in the WGCSA and other
turf related organizational offerings and
if you're a student join your state and na-
tional chapters! By being affiliated you can
stay current with the industry. I believe
if you fall behind there are a number of
great candidates to quickly take the lead.

Some may call it stalking I called
it patience and persistence. Some-
times when you know something
is right, follow your dreams and be
patient, persistence pays off.

Patience and persistence sometimes
is not easy. I like to tell a personal story
from time to time when I meet new peo-
ple especially younger individuals who
think they can have everything now and
are not willing to wait. I enjoy storytell-
ing and I am going to share with you a
true story of my life that portrays patience
and persistence. My wife and I met in 7th
grade, both coming from different ele-
mentary schools. She sat in front of me in
English class and I quickly realized there
was a connection, or at least I thought
there was? I asked her to a dance and she
said - no.

In 8th grade again another dance the
answer being — another no. Ninth grade,
the last year before high school, last dance
of middle school - no! Now entering high
school the stakes are a little higher as I

GCSAAEY

thought I was so much more mature so
I asked her to Homecoming - nope. In
eleventh grade the cocky side of me took
over and thought, I will let her ask me.
Today in many high schools all over the
country there is a dance called the Sadie
Hawkins. At Kimberly High School in the
early 80’s it was known as “Hag Drag”
This is a dance where the girl asks the guy
- I never got asked by her. Now we enter
the twelve grade - last chance. Somehow
I got nominated to sit on the Prom Court
but had no date for the prom. I heard the
prom queen was available so what the
heck I asked her - she said - yes! The only
problem was I needed to have someone
to dance with me on the court dance be-
cause the queen, of course, had to dance
with the king. So as one would expect I
went back to the well once more, know-
ing she had a date for the dance - she said
yes! I thought this would be the only time
to have any relationship with this woman
albeit one song. It went very well, I was
somewhat content, and we graduated.
After graduation I continued working
at North Shore Golf Club in Menasha
and she lived one block off of my route
so naturally every day after work I would
drive by on my motorcycle trying to get a
peek of her laying out in the sun. Finally
one day I had the courage to stop by and
asked about future plans and ultimately
asked her to a movie — she said - yes!!
Fast forward 30 years and we are still best
friends and married for almost 24 years
with two wonderful young adults!! Some
may call it stalking I called it patience and
persistence. Sometimes when you know
something is right, follow your dreams

and be patient, persistence pays oﬁh&
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WISCONSIN SOILS REPORT

Cultural and Chemical Weed Management in
Non-mowed Fine Fescue Roughs

By Dr. Doug Soldat, Department of Soil Science, University of Wisconsin - Madison

s native fine fescue rough areas grow,
finding effective chemical and cul-
tural management of weeds is becoming
a high priority. These areas are intended
or are perceived to reduce maintenance
costs and environmental impact; how-
ever, a solid understanding of how to
manage them is lacking which has led to
possibly excessive inputs of chemicals and
labor to obtain the desired visual effect.
In response, the WGCSA, Northwestern
Illinois GCSA, and the USGA have gra-
ciously provided the funding to evaluate
various cultural and chemical manage-
ment strategies in fine fescue roughs.
We've been working with Neil Radatz,
CGCS at Hawks Landing Golf Club in
Madison where we've initiated three
separate trials. The first trial investigates
the impact of three cultural management
strategies (mowing and removing mate-

rial, mowing and returning material, and
not mowing) on weed and desirable grass
composition. Each strategy is evaluated
either with or without chemical control
consisting of Barricade (1 Ib/acre), Speed-
Zone (1.5 0z/1000 sq. ft.), and Milestone
(4 0z/1000 sq. ft.). A second trial evaluates
the performance of five different herbi-
cides on weed composition. Finally, a third
trial evaluates the efficacy of various rates
and timings of glyphosate on spring weed
control. The hypothesis is that glyphosate
at low rates can be useful for controlling
early season weeds (i.e. quackgrass) with-
out harming desirable grasses such as fine
fescue. For all three studies plot size is 6
ft. by 10 ft. with each treatment replicated
four times and arrayed in a randomized
complete block design. Visual estimates
of plant populations are made in spring,
summer, and fall. We are currently in the

middle of these experiments, so the re-
sults below are preliminary but might be
useful for making decisions this coming
year.

For the cultural management trial, we
observed that the combination of an an-
nual mowing and spring herbicide appli-
cation resulted in the lowest weed popula-
tions. This finding was not too surprising;
however, when no herbicide was applied
mowing actually increased weed popula-
tions (Table 1). Also if the plots were not
mowed at least once per year, herbicide
applications had no effect on weed popu-
lations in the fall of 2015.

The chemical efficacy trial showed good
control of broadleaf weeds in the first
two years of the study as all treatments
resulted in substantially lower weed
populations than the non-treated control
(Table 2).

Table 1. Grass and weed composition of plots under various mowing and chemical management on
October 8, 2015. Mowing treatments and chemical applications were initiated on May 20, 2014.

Mowing Herbicide* Desirable Bare Soil Grassy Broadleaf Total
Applied Grasses Weeds Weeds Weeds
Mowed, Returned Yes 925A 3.8A 25A 1.3B 3.8C
Mowed, Returned No 495C 1.8A 11.3A 37.5A 48.8 A
Mowed, Removed Yes 88.8A 3.8A 6.3A 1.3B 75C
Mowed, Removed No 62.5 BC 3.8A 2.5A 31.2A 33.8AB
Not Mowed Yes 82.5AB 5.0A 11.3A 138B 12.5BC
Not Mowed No 82.5AB 3.8A 1.3A 12.5B 13.8 BC

* Herbicide treatment included Barricade (1 Ib/A), SpeedZone (1.5 0z/1000 sq. ft.), and Milestone (4.0
0z/1000 sq. ft.) in sprayed at 2 gallons/1000 sq. ft.

Table 2. Grass and weed composition on October 8, 2015 as affected by herbicide application. Chemical
applications were made on May 20, 2014.

Herbicide Treatment Desirable Grasses Bare Soil  Grassy Weeds  Broadleaf Weeds Total Weeds
Exp. Tmt 1 (4 pts/A) 92.3A 25A 1.8B 0.5B 2.3C
Confront (2 pts/A) 90.8 A 1.8A 3.8 AB 3.8B 7.5BC
Confront (4 pts/A) 82.5A 1.3A 15.0A 1.3B 16.3B
Milestone (6 0z/A) 93.8A 1.3A 1.3B 3.8B 5.0 BC
SpeedZone (2 pts/A) 88.8 A 1.3A 2.5B 7.5B 10.0 BC
Non-treated control 433 B 1.8A 6.3 AB 48.8 A 55.0 A

n THE GRASS ROOTS JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2016
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Image 1. Weed management in non-mowed areas creates headaches
for golf course superintendents.
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WISCONSIN SOILS REPORT

The interesting aspect of this trial is that
we are using Milestone, a reduced risk
herbicide that is not labeled for turfgrass
use. Milestone’s active ingredient is ami-
nopyralid and it is used for invasive spe-
cies control and restoration of native plant
communities. It is labeled for wetlands
and certain aquatic settings. It has pre and
post-emergent control, a low use rate, and
is quite economical. Milestone controls
many broadleaf weeds and is particularly
effective on thistles.

The pesticide program manager for
DATCP has indicated that it is accept-
able for products labeled for grassland,
natural areas, or similarly described non-

This opens up many options, and some
that will be more effective and economical
than herbicides labeled for turfgrass use.
On the topic of economics and low use
rates, our third trial (in its first year) has
found that May-applied glyphosate (at
very low rates) and Barricade resulted in
similar weed control and increased play-
ability than fall applied broadleaf herbi-
cides. (Table 3 and Image 2). However,
these differences disappeared by October
(Table 4). The site for this experiment is
in a relatively wet area and was very thick
with both desirable and undesirable veg-
etation. Our goal was to thin out all plants,
leaving a stand of fescue that someone

of glyphosate to large areas until we have
a few more years of experience under our
belts. However, the practice shows promise
for thinning out over-grown areas without
breaking the bank. We are also testing
ForeFront (aminopyralid and 2, 4-D) and
Chapparal (aminopyralid + metsulfuron
methyl) in this trial as potential for use
in these managed grasslands surrounding
the play areas on golf courses.

We hope these trials can shed some
light on the problems of weed control in
the ever increasing areas of non-mowed
roughs in Wisconsin. We plan to continue
these trials and hopefully gain some more
insight as time goes on. If you have ideas

crop areas (like Milestone) to be used in
managed grassland areas on golf courses.

could find a golf ball in.

on products or strategies we should test,
We strongly caution applying low rates

don’t hesitate to let me know:
Table 3. Grass and weed composition on July 1, 2015 as affected by herbicide application. Chemical
applications were made in spring 2015 with the exception of ForeFront and Chapparal which were
applied in Fall 2014.

Herbicide Treatment Desirable Bare Soil Grassy Broadleaf Total Playability**
Grasses Weeds Weeds Weeds
Non-treated control 65 AB 3D 10A 23 BC 32 BC 3A
ForeFront (fall applied) 82A 4CD 11A 3D 14C 2.5 ABC
Chapparal (fall applied) 79 AB 5BCD 7A 9CD 16C 2.75 AB
Glyphosate 1 Ib Al/acre in April* 36C 4CD 5A 55 A 60 A 2.75 AB
Glyphosate 2 Ib Al/acre in April* 45 C 6 BCD 9A 40 AB 49 AB 3.0A
Glyphosate 1 Ib Al/acre in May* 75 AB 10B 8A 8CD 15C 1.75C
Glyphosate 2 Ib Al/acre in May* 57 ABC 21A 3A 19 BCD 22 BC 2.0BC
Glyphosate 1 Ib Al/acre in June* 63 ABC 8 BC 5A 24 BCD 29 ABC 2.75 AB

* also included Barricade at 1 Ib of product/acre

**A subjective assessment of the ability of an average golfer to play a shot out of the treatment and back into play
with a reasonable chance of success. Rated on a 1 to 3 scale with 1 being playable, 3 being unplayable, and 2
intermediate.

Table 4. Grass and weed composition on October 8, 2015 as affected by herbicide application. Chemical
applications were made in Spring 2015 with the exception of ForeFront and Chapparal which were
applied in Fall 2014.

Herbicide Treatment Desirable Bare Soil Grassy  Broadleaf Total  Playability**
Grasses Weeds Weeds Weeds
Non-treated control 75 A 0.0A 15A 10B 25A 3.0A
ForeFront (fall applied) 65 A 2.5AB 20A 13 AB 33A 3.0A
Chapparal (fall applied) 80 A 1.3AB 6.3A 13 AB 19A 3.0A
Glyphosate 1 |b Al/acre in April* 53 A 2.5AB 6.3A 39A 45 A 3.0A
Glyphosate 2 |b Al/acre in April* 54 A 10.0A 8.8A 28 AB 36 A 3.0A
Glyphosate 1 Ib Al/acre in May* 83 A 1.3AB 5.0A 11 AB 16 A 3.0A
Glyphosate 2 Ib Al/acre in May* 74 A 3.8 AB 13A 21 AB 23 A 25B
Glyphosate 1 Ib Al/acre in June* 79 A 1.3 AB 5.0A 15 AB 20A 3.0A

* also included Barricade at 1 Ib of product/acre

**A subjective assessment of the ability of an average golfer to play a shot out of the treatment and back into play
with a reasonable chance of success. Rated on a 1 to 3 scale with 1 being playable, 3 being unplayable, and 2
intermediate.

n THE GRASS ROOTS JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2016
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Image 2. A combination of Barricade and a low rate of glyphosate (1 Ib active
ingredient per acre) applied in mid-May killed weeds and thinned out the fes-
cue in this overgrown non-mowed area and kept weeds out for most of the sum-
mer. However, the plot was once again too thick for play by October.

Dusenberry
Design
A Wisconsin Based Golf Course Architecture Firm
email: matt@dusenberrydesign.com  ph: (262) 395-5294  www.dusenberrydesign.com
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2015 Wrap Up

By Bruce Schweiger, Turfgrass Diagnostic Lab Manager, O.]. Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility

ell winter has finally arrived. Last night we received

6” of snow and freezing rain. For the last month there
has been ongoing conversations about re-treating for snow
mold. After the recent snowfall and the predicted low tem-
peratures I think the decision was made for us. I am hearing
rumors of a few superintendents that are worried about the
wet conditions under the snow and possible ice formation on
top of what might have been actively growing annual blue-
grass. As I write this it may be too early to tell. Since no one
can predict what will happen to our turf, it might be time
for a small article, blog post or email to golfers forewarning
them of the possibility of some disease in spring. As always I
hope I am the crying wolf, but better safe than sorry.

Now on to the 2015 season wrap-up. From the conversa-
tions I had with many of you, the year was not a particularly
difficult year to grow grass. The number of samples, emails,
texts and telephone call to the TDL might challenge that
idea. This past year was a very busy one at the TDL. My con-
tact with turf growers when compared with last year looked
like this:

grn-BUILD

+ Single-point responsibility

+ Full project management

* Onsite problem solving

+ Continual value engineering
+ No lengthy bidding process
+ Efficient field modifications

* Direct client participation

+ Superb results

www.lohman ncompanices.com

MARENGO, TLLINOIS
815.923.3400

TYPE 2014 2015
Email 333 593
Telephone Call 197 474
In Person 279 596
Texts 127 266
Sample Submission 127 266
TOTAL 975 2006

The wet period from May into June may have been a factor
in the increase. In June Dr. Koch and I had many a conversa-
tion about how this wet weather and cool soil temperatures
favored possible patch disease development. The earlier part
of this stretch was perfect for Necrotic Ring Spot, Ophios-
phaerella korrae. We hypothesized that many general turf
areas would be affected by this disease this year. These same
conditions pointed to an increase in Take-all-patch, Gaeu-
mannomyces graminis var. avenae (TAP) and Summer Patch,
Magnaporthe poae (SP) for golf courses.

THE GRASS ROOTS JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2016
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TURFGRASS DIAGNOSTIC LLAB

Combining the soil temperatures and extra moisture the conditions as
they say were ideal. On any bentgrass area where drainage might not
have been adequate the discussion turned to Basal Anthracnose. Unfor-
tunately as the year progressed the diseases we feared appeared just like
predicted. The table on the right shows the comparison of disease from
2014 to 2015.

Each year the TDL becomes more and more a regional lab and that is
due to the good work that was done here long before I arrive and the goal
to keep our standards high and response time short. I have observed that
once the TDL can assist someone in a new region they tell their coun-
terparts and we begin to see more samples from that area. The sample
breakdown by state is below:

Use by 2014 2015
State
CA 3 1
co 1 2
1A 8 9
ID 0 1
IL 8 24
IN 3 0
KS 0 2
Mi 6 2
MN 16 29
MT 0 3
MT 0 4
ND 4 6
NE 0 8
NJ 1 0
OH 8 8
sD 3 4
WA 0 3
wi 76 160
137 266

Turfgrass Diagnostic Lab
0. J. Noer Turfgrass Research
& Education Facility
2502 Highway M,
Verona, Wl 53593-9537
www.tdl.wisc.edu
E-mail: bschweiger@wisc.edu
TURFGRASS DIAGNOSTIC LAB Phone: 608-845-2535

Fax: 845-8162

Samples By
Disease

Abiotic
Algas
Anthracnasa
Ants
Ascochyta
Bad Sample

Basal
Anthracnase

Bill Bugs
Bipolaris

Black Layer
Brown Patch
Brown Ring Spot
Chinch Bugs
Dreschlera
Grass & Yeed ID
Dallar Spot

Fairy Ring
Fertilizer Burn
Fungus Gnats
Grubs

Microdochium
nivale

NRS

PGR Damage
Pythium

Rapid Blight
Saptoria Leaf Spot
Summer Patch
Take-all-patch

Yellow Tuft

2014

28

[ I - T B % B - B ]

=]

oo o O = DR D D

14
14

137
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2015

24

11

23
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36
14

266
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TURFGRASS DIAGNOSTIC LLAB

The breakdown of samples by submitter
was also very interesting:

Golf Courses 151
Sod Growers 10
Lawn Care 51
Homeowners 54

The majority of the lawn care and home-
owner samples were Necrotic Ring Spot
(NRS). The lab normally receives a large
number of NRS samples from this part
of the turf market. Very often these NRS
samples come from general turf area that
is being irrigated. Irrigation in this mar-
ket is set it and forget it. The system is
charged in April, the controller is then set
to water 3 days a week and not changed.
Turf normally does not even need to be
watered until sometime in June, but the
constant irrigation produces the perfect
cool, wet conditions for the development
of this disease during May and early June.
This year however I saw many more cases
of NRS on non-irrigated turf. NRS is al-
ways present in the soil just waiting for the
proper conditions to infect the roots and
cause damage. Unfortunately in general
use turf there are no curative applications
once the symptom become visible, by then
the fungus has gone dormant and we have
to live with the issue. If the damage is bad
enough then over seeding in the fall is re-

quired.

The two main golf root pathogens in
golf, Summer Patch and Take-all-patch,
did their fair share of damage. Just like the
NRS by the time we see the symptoms the
damage is done.

The cases of Basal Anthracnose this year
were up 50%. Like the root pathogens we
worry about every year, Basal Anthrac-
nose also flourished in the spring wet cool
weather. We see this in bentgrass fairways
usually in poorly drained areas. The symp-
toms can look somewhat similar to the
root pathogens but we can make control
applications for Basal Anthracnose. The
infection is on the crown area of the plant
and is the same disease as we battle on Poa
annua in the summer. We then know we
have many fungicides to battle this infec-
tion just like on Poa annua. The key to
control of this disease to make sure the
control products are delivered to crown
area of the infected plants. In some cases
the thatch layer in these samples will in-
hibit accomplishing our goal. Remember
we only have acropetal systemic fungi-
cides so that once they are absorbed into
the plant they only travel up! Keep this in
mind as you refine your fungicide pro-
grams for 2016.

As the year came to a close I refer back
to the initial paragraph of this article. As
scheduled most superintendents sprayed

Symptoms from Basal Anthracnose on creeping bentgrass.

for Snow Mold in early November. Our last
big trial was sprayed on November 20 just
before the first snowfall of the year. Then
October weather came in December and
it warmed up, rained in various amount
throughout the state, soil temperatures
remain above freezing, and the calls came
discussing the fate of the fungicide. As the
month dragged on the answer became less
and less clear as what to do. In the third
week of December we had the first re-
ports of Michrodocium nivale, Pink Snow
Mold (PSM) on untreated turf. The next
week there were a few reports of PSM on
treated turf and this was not from a miss
applications. Some Superintendents made
the decision to re-spray at least greens and
some re-sprayed tees and fairways. What
was the right answer? Were the condi-
tion more like fall and the fungicides were
gone? Based of Dr. Koch’s PhD thesis were
these fungicides gone? The answer is I do
not think anyone actually knows for sure.
This will be a great year to get some incite
into these questions.

By the time you read this we may have
more answers since Dr. Koch is again do-
ing Winter Degradation Study for Snow
Mold fungicides. We have been taking
plugs out of our test plot every two weeks
and they are being analyzed for fungicide
persistence as you read this article. It will
be very interesting to see at what time pe-
riod he ceases to find these chemistries in
the turf. Then we will wait until snow melt
to see how the turf survived. It will be a
long and uneasy winter.

That is the nickel tour from 2015. I want
to thank all our contract members for
your support! With the state budget cuts
the continued running of the TDL might
not be possible without your support. The
TDL is your insurance policy for your
turfgrass issues. I encourage more of you
to become TDL Contract Members. This
was the year that the bi-weekly updates
were very helpful. If you were a Contract
Members you would already know every-
thing I wrote here. If while reading this
you thought, “T wish I had heard that last
summer’, then by all means you NEED to
be a TDL Contract Member. Get in touch
with me and can explain all Dr. Koch and
I do for our contract members.

Get some rest, the unpredictable spring
will be here soon!\é‘
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¥45x National Golf Graphics

I would like to thank all of my customers for their support in making 2015 another successful year. | feel very
fortunate to be able to work with so many members of the WGCSA. It’s always fulfilling to have one of you
mention my ads in the Grass Roots or mention my support for your organization. 1I’'m proud to sponsor the
WGCSA, NGLGCSA, WTA, Wee One Foundation and WPGA and look forward to many more years of events
and getting to know more and more members. Good luck to all in 2016.

Peter Meyer golfindustry show BOOth #1803

>
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Custom Golf Course Signage and Markers
Tee, Directional, Informational and Entrance Signs e Tee Markers and Yardage Markers e Advertising programs designed to fit your needs.
Cast Bronze, Cast Aluminum, HDPE(routed plastic), Granite and Redwood

Flags —— Sprinkler Head Yardage Caps
Embroidered, Screen Printed, 7} Toro. Rain Bird. Hunter
Dlglta”y Printed and Plain - s“l‘ f - Engraved and Painted in Madison, WI
Manufactured in the USA i

Call Peter Meyer at 877-710-9363 or 608-222-9363

www.nationalgolfgraphics.com
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Everything Under the Sun
2016 WTA Turfgrass search Day / Conference and Webinar

By Tom Schwab, Manager, 0.] Noer Turfgrass Research and Educational Facility, University of Wisconsin-Madison

he best way to describe this year’s

WTA Research Day Conference and
Webinar is that it had ‘Everything Under
The Sun’ The conference included tradi-
tional subjects of weed control, turf dis-
eases, and insect management, as well as
unique topics such as long range weather
forecasting, managing risk and liability, and
turf care at Miller Park.