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Questions?
By David Brandenburg, Golf Course Manager, Rolling Meadows Golf Course

I was saddened when I heard Steve Spears the long time superintendent 
at St. Germaine Golf Course had passed away in early May. We were not 

good friends but friends just the same and we would talk at conferences 
and the occasional phone call. I knew him enough to know he know he 
loved working at the golf course and was excited about his young family. 

We both served on the boards of our respective associations at the same 
time and we had both worked with the same golf professional giving us 
a reason to talk. Steve always had a smile to o�er and seemed happy in 
the northwoods.

I was further saddened a couple days later when I heard Dick Henken a 
Fond du Lac native and former golf professional had passed away. I didn’t 
know a lot about Dick but I knew his dad and brother well. �e times 
I met Dick he had a huge smile and away about him that made people 
comfortable. 

Dick has lived in Florida for some time with his wife and children. He 
was looking forward to his son’s graduation and daughter’s wedding this 
summer. 

Dick and Steve died the same way, they took their own lives. Suicide is a 
hard word to say and a harder word to imagine. It leaves questions, anger 
and doubts in the minds of those behind. Why? Should I have known? 
Could I have helped? Did I cause this? Along with the questions it leaves 
feelings of grief and sadness for the family but also a feeling of helpless-
ness. 

From my point of view it seemed Dick and Steve seemed to have the 
best years of their lives in front of them. Neither was rich but neither 

was poor. �ey had families who 
loved them and they had jobs they 
seemed to enjoy. I am sure there 
were troubles as well but we all 
have troubles. 

So what can we as friends and 
family do? Perhaps nothing could 
have kept these two men around 
to see the golden years. We will 
never know the hows or whys of 
their situations. What we can do 
is keep in touch with friends and 
family. Stop a few minutes in our 
daily lives and call someone who 
you haven’t heard from in a while. 

�ank you to Jay Pritzle and the 
Northern Great Lakes chapter for 
organizing a golf fundraiser to set 
up a education fund for Steve and 
Marci’s children Ethan and Ella. It 
was a beautiful day at the St. Ger-
main Golf Course and a great time 
was had by all who attendend.

----------

Steve Spears shown speaking 
at the NGLGCSA Spring Sym-
posium in 2012. Steve passed 
away on May 6th, 2013.

FERTILIZER: Prices Paid 
North Central Region 1/, March 2010-2013 

Commodity  2010  2011  2012  2013 
    Dollars per ton 

Anhydrous Ammonia  520  776  812  877 
Nitrogen Solution, 28%  260  358  381  395 
Sulfate of Ammonia  300  386  413  487 
Urea 44‐46%  446  519  547  574 
Superphosphate  465  536  582  636 
Muriate of Potash  501  594  641  581 

1/North Central States: IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, MO, OH, and WI. 
Source: USDA, NASS 

AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS: Prices Paid 
United States, March 2010-2013 

Commodity  2010  2011  2012  2013 

    Dollars per gallon 

2, 4‐D, 4 lb./gal.  18.00  18.00  20.10  20.40 
Acetochlor, 6.4‐7 lb./gal.  70.30  69.60  70.80  74.50 
Atrazine (AAtrex), 4 lb./gal.  18.90  17.30  17.60  17.80 
Glyphosate (Roundup), 4 lb./gal.  22.80  16.80  17.90  18.20 
Pendimethalin (Prowl), 3.3 lb./gal.  36.30  38.70  40.40  41.60 
Simazine (Princep), 4 lb./gal.  25.60  24.50  25.40  26.40 
Cyfluthrin (Baythroid), 2 lb./gal.  310.00  294.00  302.00  303.00 

Source: USDA, NASS 

FUEL: Prices Paid 
Lake States Region 1/, March 2010-2013 

Commodity  2010  2011  2012  2013 
   Dollars per gallon 

Gasoline, unleaded             
  Service station 2/  2.79  3.54  3.79  3.67 
  Bulk delivery 2/  2.84  3.56  3.80  3.67 
Diesel fuel, bulk delivery 3/  2.57  3.54  3.66  3.58 
L.P. gas, bulk delivery 3/  1.88  1.97  2.06  1.79 

1/Lake States: MI, MN, WI. 2/Includes all taxes. 3/Excludes all taxes.  
Source, USDA, NASS 
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Farm Production Expenses Up Slightly 
From 2012  
The April price  index for U.S. farm production  inputs, at 234, 
increased 2.6 percent from a year ago. Indexes for feed, seed, 
farm machinery  and  agricultural  chemicals  increased  across 
all  subcategories,  with  feed  concentrates  and  supplements 
showing the  largest price  increase.  Indexes for fertilizers and 
fuel decreased  across  all  subcategories, with  gasoline prices 
showing the largest drop. 

The U.S. prices paid index for feed increased 8.9 percent from 
April 2012. Concentrates  increased 19.8 percent and supple‐
ments rose 16.8 percent. Complete feeds, hay & forages and 
feed grains were up 7.6, 5.7 and 5.5 percent, respectively. 

The national  seed price  index  rose 4.7 percent  from April of 
last year. Field crop seed prices were 4.7 percent higher, while 
grass and legume seed prices rose 3.4 percent. 

The  U.S.  prices  paid  index  for  machinery  rose  2.7  percent 
from April 2012. The price index for tractors rose 3.3 percent, 
self‐propelled machinery climbed 3.0 percent, and other ma‐
chinery prices increased 1.9 percent. 

U.S.  chemical  prices  increased  4.6  percent  from  April  2012. 
Insecticides were up 8.2 percent, fungicides rose 6.7 percent, 
and herbicides rose 2.9 percent. 

Compared  to April 2012,  the U.S. prices paid  index  for  fertil‐
izer was down 2.7 percent. Nitrogen decreased 2.8 percent, 
mixed  fertilizer  fell  2.6  percent,  and  potash  and  phosphate 
was down 2.4 percent. 

The U.S. prices paid index for fuels saw a 6.5 percent decrease 
from April 2012. Gasoline dropped 8.6 percent, diesel fell 6.8 
percent, while  LP gas decreased 2.1 percent  from  the previ‐
ous year. 

SEED: Prices Paid 
 United States, March 2010-2013 

Commodity  2010  2011  2012  2013 

    Dollars 
Alfalfa, per cwt. 
  Proprietary  379.00  411.00  425.00  456.00 
Corn, per 80,000 kernels 
  Biotech  247.00  249.00  263.00  285.00 
  Non‐Biotech  152.00  163.00  167.00  197.00 
Soybean, per bu. 
  Biotech  53.50  51.00  53.20  59.10 
  Non‐Biotech  33.90  33.50  35.30  40.50 
Barley, Spring, per bu.  8.52  10.30  10.50  13.90 
Oats, Spring, per bu.  7.78  8.34  8.71  10.50 
Wheat, Winter, per bu.  13.70  15.40  15.90  18.00 

Source: USDA, NASS 

FEED: Prices Paid 
Lake States Region 1/, March 2010-2013 

Commodity  2010  2011  2012  2013 
    Dollars per 50 pounds  

Stock Salt  5.64  5.86  5.96  5.88 
Trace Mineral Blocks  7.71  7.81  8.35  7.38 
    Dollars per cwt.  
Alfalfa meal  23.60  23.00  24.70  30.50 
Molasses, liquid  19.40  20.80  22.60  23.80 
Soybean meal, 44% protein  20.40  20.70  21.30  27.80 
  
Dairy feed,  
32‐38% protein concentrate 

433.00  543.00  562.00  651.00 

1/Lake States: MI, MN, WI. Source: USDA,  NASS 

Dollars per ton  

FARM MACHINERY: Prices Paid 
 United States, March 2010-2013 

Commodity  2010  2011  2012  2013 
   Dollars 

Tractor, 2‐wheel drive         
  30‐39 PTO horsepower  18,800   19,000   19,000  19,900 
  70‐89 PTO horsepower  39,900    41,000   43,000  44,000 
  140‐159 PTO horsepower  114,000   123,000   128,000  133,000 
Manure spreader         
  225‐310 bu. capacity   13,500   14,200   15,700  16,200 
Mower‐conditioner, pull type         
  8‐10 ft. sickle  20,200    20,800   21,700  22,400 
  14‐16 ft. sickle  30,600    32,700   33,500  34,200 
Baler, 1200‐1500 lb. round bale   25,100   25,900   28,000  28,500 

Source: USDA, NASS  

Numbers from the United States Department 
of Agriculture - National Agricultural Statistics 
Service show chemicals, fertilizer, gasoline and 
machinery are all on the rise.
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�anks to your donations the Par-
4Research program raised $10,960 
for Turf Research Programs at UW 
Madison. 

Funds are raised through a online 
auction of donated rounds of golf and  
golf related items. �e four year total 
is over $39,000.

Look for your chance to participate 
next spring.

As editor I apologize for the lateness of this 
issue. Work at the golf course takes precedence 
over work on the magazine and this spring kept 
most of us busier than usual as we fought with 
Mother Nature to maintain quality golf courses.

----------
�e problems from the herbicide Imprelis 

seem to keep growing as many courses are 
having arborists revisit their properties to look 
at additional pines as well as honey locust, 
poplars as well as other species. 

�e use of this herbicide caused many sleep-
less nights for golf course superintends but 
one recently con�ded in me that the payments 
from DuPont have been a savior in a way for 
his club. 

�at may be a overstatement but I do know 
the payments have allowed golf courses to 
invest in capital equipment and repairs.

----------
�e March issue of Golf Digest highlighted 

the top 50 professional players in earnings for 
2012. At the bottom was Tom Lehman with 
only $3.1 million on course and $1.75 million 
o� course earnings. I say only because Tiger 
Woods tops the list with  $9.1 million in on 
course earnings and a whopping $77 million 
in o� course earnings.

Arnold and Jack are listed �ird and Fourth 
with $36 million and $28 million primarily in 
o� course revenue.

�e highest female was Paula Creamer at 
44th with $875,000 on the course and $4.5 
million o� the course. Wisconsin’s own Steve 
Stricker was 34th with $3.8 million on the 
links and $2.5 million o� course.

---------
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Cold and wet was the name of the game this spring as golf 
courses struggled to get open, provide good playing con-
ditions and then attract play during cold wet weather. �e 
chart above and right are from the United States Department 
of Agriculture – National Agricultural Statistics Service.

Above you can see temperatures and growing degree days 
are not too far behind normal but through June 23rd all ar-
eas surveyed are way above normal precipitation. 

�e chart on the right shows days suitable for �eld work 
which could correspond to days suitable for golf course 
work. A�er last years early spring and plenty of days for golf 
this year has been a rude awakening. �e only good thing 
that comes from the rain days is polished equipment and 
spotless shop �oors as crews were put on cleanup detail 
when it was too wet to work.

Application timing for seedhead suppression and take all 
patch became a crap shoot even for those using local grow-
ing degree days as a guide.

If I had a quarter for every customers who said “at least your 
saving money not having to run the pumps” I would be rich. I 
have given up on explaining the little amount pumping costs 
compared to the revenue losses we have seen. 

It is easy for golf course sta�s to get frustrated because work 
is not getting done but also because the reduced play levels will 
likely add to budget woes.

---------- 
If you are looking to step back in time get out in your plus 

fours and hickory sha�ed clubs the Hickory Golfers of Wiscon-
sin have o�cially been formed as a chapter of the international 
association. Along with the 4th annual Kummel Cup Aug. 16-18 
at Lawsonia Links additional events will be held May 11 at 
Whistling Straits, July 27 at Tuscumbia and Sept. 28 at Cherokee 
CC. 

----------
It is hard to believe July 4th will have passed by the time 

you are reading this. I look forward to seeing many of you at 
the Wisconsin Turfgrass Field Day on July 30th at the Noer 
Center. 

Wisconsin Crop Progress

Selected Quotes from Farm Reporters and County Ag Agents
All comments are used in creating this report, but only a few are published below.

Wisconsin Weekly Weather, Selected Cities, Ending as of 7:00 a.m. on June 23, 2013

City

Temperature Growing degree days 
(modified base 50) 1/ Precipitation

Avg.
max.

Avg.
min.

High
max.

Low
min. Avg.

Avg. dep.
from

normal *

Mar. 1
to

Jun. 22

Mar. 1
To Jun. 22

normal*

Last
Week

Since
Jun. 1

Jun. 1
dep. from
normal *

Year
to

date

Year
dep. from
normal *

Eau Claire 80 59 85 54 69 +2 702 782 2.30 3.85 +0.75 23.90 +10.48
Green Bay 78 56 86 45 67 +1 686 697 0.93 2.96 +0.56 16.72 +4.70
La Crosse 84 62 90 56 73 +3 826 889 2.56 4.40 +1.64 23.32 +9.61
Madison 81 60 86 47 70 +3 831 877 2.60 5.92 +3.07 26.01 +11.72
Milwaukee 77 58 85 49 67 0 668 n.a. 1.42 3.65 +1.19 23.16 +7.72
1/ Formula used:  GDD = (daily maximum (86°) + daily minimum (50°))/2-50°; where 86° is used if the maximum exceeds 86° and 50° is used if the 
minimum falls below 50°.  *Normal based on 1971-2000 data.  Source:  NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov.
n.a.=not available. T=trace.  Source:  USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office.

USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field office
P.O. Box 8934
Madison, WI 53708-8934

(608)224-4848
http://www.nass.usda.gov/wi/
Greg Bussler, State Statistician

This report has been made possible through the cooperative 
efforts of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection and 
the National Weather Service.

of the best looking crops right now. It has really thrived with 
the mainly cooler and damper weather that has been the 
norm. The same also goes for the winter wheat. While the 
crop is nearly all headed out, it is still growing. And while most 
of the first crop hay has been harvested, some still remains. 
The hay that is still in the field will most likely be baled. The 
weather for drying has not been good, so it may be a few 
more days before the remainder of the alfalfa can be taken 
off. The last of the first crop has been very heavy, with high 
yields. Unfortunately, the quality is dropping with the coarse 
stems that exist. The second crop is really growing back fast, 
with the wetter and now warmer weather.
CRAWFORD-J.B.: The break in rain early last week helped 
some area farmers complete soybean planting and harvesting 
some of the first cutting of hay and chopping some small 
grains as forage. Wet and cool conditions have prevented 
farmers from applying herbicides which has resulted in a lot of 
weed competition in some fields, foxtail, etc. Vegetable crops 
have been planted and apple trees have been setting fruit as 
have other fruit trees. However, heavy rains and high winds 
experienced Friday morning and heavy rain from Friday night 
through Sunday morning have caused flash flooding in all 
tributaries in Crawford County and caused extensive flooding 
in the Kickapoo River Valley. Crops in fields adjacent to any 
tributaries experienced damage which also affected pastures, 
fencings etc. This flash flooding has affected roads being 
washed out along with some mudslides closing some roads.
RICHLAND-J.C.: There will be a large amount of acres that 
will not be planted due to wet field conditions. Of the acres 
that are planted, there has been some loss due to localized 
flooding. 
DANE-L.J.: Planting is basically done except for several 
cases of replanting due to flooding. Weeds are evident in 
some fields. No problems with diseases that I have seen, 
except downy mildew in hop yards. The drought is over. 
WASHINGTON-G.S.: A lot of hay was made last week, along 
with more corn and soybean planting, provided the fields were 
dry enough to get in. It is still plenty wet in both Washington 
and Ozaukee Counties. 

RUSK-G.P.: A good week for field work, lots of hay down and a 
mad dash to get the last of the planting done. Still really wet but 
some better temps are improving the appearance of crops. First 
crop is late this year with that showing up as relatively low 
quality. Spraying is ongoing with lots of weeds. 
ASHLAND-C.B.: Pastures starting to improve after some 
warmer temperatures this week. Many producers starting to 
chop first crop hay, plus a small amount of baling activity in the 
area. On Friday, we received another 3-5 inches of rain 
throughout most of our area. Grain crops are yellowing in the 
low areas of fields. 
SHAWANO-B.R.: A lot of mud planting done this week as 
farmers went around wet spots in the field to get done whatever 
they could before more rain arrived. With rain present this 
weekend, most will not plant anything that is left-it is just too 
late. Corn is looking quite good at this point. Soybeans are 
emerging extremely slow with some taking four and five weeks 
to come out of the ground and it is very uneven for stand counts. 
Going around water spots when cutting alfalfa. 
BUFFALO-R.S.: Well, we got our wish: four consecutive days 
without rain to make first crop hay. The quality was average - it 
lacked a good smell. Still some corn to plant for silage and hay 
to be made. 
MONROE-M.Y.: We had 6 consecutive days with no rain and a 
few fields were just getting dry enough to work. Now we got 1.1 
inches rain this morning. 
MARQUETTE-D.B.: Rain kept anything from getting done.
PORTAGE-D.Z.: Finally got enough days without rain to get 
some planting done and then Friday it rained again. 
KEWAUNEE-T.S.: The recent rains and the warmer 
temperatures have really boosted plant growth in this area. 
Nearly all the corn planted has emerged and is looking good. 
There have been some issues in this area with corn being 
planted at inconsistent depths and some issues with poor 
germination. Some areas of some fields are showing lighter 
color. The corn may outgrow this, depending on the type of 
nitrogen that has been or will be applied. The soybeans have 
really shown a lot of growth. In some fields, herbicides have 
already been applied to combat the weeds. The oat crop is one 

Break in Weather Proves Brief

This week started off warm and dry across much of 
the state, with 3.7 days suitable for fieldwork 
statewide. Farmers worked into the night to try and 
finish up the first cutting of hay, late-season planting, 
nitrogen applications and weed control. Reporters 
commented that dry hay was finally made in some 
areas, but farmers were still working around wet spots. 
Severe weather over the weekend brought field 
activities to a halt once again. Thunderstorms dumped 
rain over much of the state, and some reporters noted 
up to four inches in a single night. High winds and 
heavy rain reportedly lodged crops in some areas. 
Flooding was reported in Taylor, Crawford, Richland, 
Columbia, Dane and Green Counties. Many reporters 
commented that it’s now too late in the season to 
complete plantings as intended. Corn planting has 
ceased for most, and some soybean planting may be 
prevented as well due to wet conditions. Farmers were 
reportedly considering alternative forages as feed 
supplies remain tight.

Across the reporting stations, average temperatures 
last week were normal to 3 degrees above normal. 
Average high temperatures ranged from 77 to 84
degrees, while average low temperatures ranged from 
56 to 62 degrees. Precipitation totals ranged from 0.93
inches in Green Bay to 2.60 inches in Madison. If you 
are interested in further weather data, please 
reference the following sites:

http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.aos.wisc.edu/~sco/
http://www.cocorahs.org/
http://www.weather.gov/

Corn was 92 percent planted, 84 percent emerged, 
and 12 inches tall on average. Some reporters noted 
corn was yellow or stunted due to moisture stress. 
However, the crop was reportedly growing well due to 
warmer overnight temperatures.

Soybeans were 85 percent planted and 69 percent 
emerged. 

Oats were 28 percent headed. Oats and other small grains were 
being chopped for forage in Crawford and Grant Counties.

First cutting alfalfa was 61 percent harvested. Reports of quality 
were mixed, as some alfalfa has developed past the window of 
best feed quality before it could be cut. The second crop was 
reportedly coming in quickly.

Reporters from Waupaca and Dane Counties noted that excess
moisture was affecting strawberry quality. Apples and other fruit 
trees were reportedly showing a heavy fruit set across the state.

Wisconsin Crop Conditions as of June 23, 2013
Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

Percent
Pasture 0 3 16 54 27
Corn 2 6 32 43 17
Soybeans 1 5 32 48 14
Oats 0 4 27 50 19
Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office

Wisconsin Crop Progress, June 23, 2013

Crop and percent
of acreage

District average State average

NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE This
week

Last
week

Last
year

5-year
average

Percent Percent
Corn planted 89 74 93 92 83 94 98 97 93 92 87 100 100
Corn emerged 80 55 87 79 78 84 94 94 84 84 75 100 100
Average corn height (in.) 9 5 9 8 12 8 16 19 13 12 8 27 20
Soybeans planted 79 55 87 88 79 87 91 94 84 85 72 100 99
Soybeans emerged 53 36 58 64 66 70 78 87 71 69 49 100 96
Oats headed 4 0 16 12 33 12 62 70 20 28 11 87 52
First cutting hay 51 24 79 45 45 76 83 85 68 61 36 100 87

Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office.

Days Suitable for Fieldwork and Soil Moisture Conditions, June 23, 2013

Item
District average State average

NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE This
week

Last
week

Last
year

Days Days
Days Suitable 3.6 3.7 3.4 3.5 3.2 3.8 4.5 3.6 4.2 3.7 3.7 5.0

Percent Percent
Topsoil Moisture

Very Short 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 21
Short 1 0 0 0 0 3 2 1 1 1 1 26
Adequate 45 24 71 73 41 41 64 75 73 57 60 44
Surplus 54 76 29 27 59 56 34 24 26 42 39 9

Subsoil Moisture
Very Short 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 n.a.
Short 0 0 12 1 0 0 2 0 1 1 2 n.a.
Adequate 62 22 60 87 65 52 72 79 84 66 75 n.a.
Surplus 38 78 28 12 35 48 25 21 15 33 23 n.a.

Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office.
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