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John Turner of Bayer landed 
this 38” Muskellunge.

Summer is Fading Fast!
By David Brandenburg, Golf Course Manager, Rolling Meadows Golf Course

It is hard to believe that summer is near-
ing its end and our student sta� mem-

bers will be leaving us soon. It has been a 
season of unusual weather and I am sure 
most of us will take the cooler than normal 
in July and August over the rain and cold 
of spring or the hot and dry of last season. 

One week of heat le� us scrambling to 
stave o� pythium infections but overall the 
summer has been easy on turf so far.

From the Soil Moisture Graph on the 
right you can see the North and Central 
West are on the dry side on average while 
the North and South East average adequate 
moisture while little of the state is wet.

******
You may be looking for the Badger State 

Turf Clippings and the news and notes 

from Matt Kinnard. Unfortunately Matt 
did not have enough items for a article so 
use this as a reminder to toot your own 
horn and let the DHD Team know what 
is going on with job changes, baby’s, wed-
dings and other items in your lives. 

We did have one �sh tale with John Turn-
er of Bayer landing the huge musky below. 
Nice catch J.T.!

*****
WGCSA Member Chad Ball will be 

hosting the PGA Tour BMW Cham-
pionship Sept. 12-15. Class A and SM 
GCSAA Members and their immediate 
families should get free admission for 
the event by going to the will call with 
proper ID. 

*****
I feel embarrassed to say so but I just 

took my �rst 4 full days in a row away 
from the golf course in season in 25 
years. Our family joined a couple others 
up north for some �shing and relaxing. It 
felt good to get away and relax with noth-
ing to do but watch the sun set and rise. 

25 years is a long time and I am lucky 
to have a sta� I can trust to handle things 
while I am away. I should have started 
this 24.5 years ago. Good luck to you and 
yours as we enter the fall season. 

Cool, Dry Conditions Continue 

Unusually cool weather and light, scattered 
precipitation continued this week. Topsoil moisture
supplies were down, with 44 percent short to very 
short this week compared to 34 percent last week.
Reporters in the northwest commented that dry 
conditions have stalled crop growth. The Eau Claire 
weather station reported the second driest July ever 
recorded there, with 0.64 inches precipitation total for 
the month. The record stands at 0.12 inches in July 
1936. In spite of this, total precipitation for the year to 
date remains the third highest on record for the Eau 
Claire reporting station. Crops were doing okay in 
much of the rest of the state, though reporters 
commented that crops need both rain and heat to 
ensure good pollination. The cool temperatures 
reportedly have left late planted corn and soybeans
struggling to mature. There were 5.8 days suitable for 
fieldwork statewide.

Across the reporting stations, average temperatures 
last week were 5 to 7 degrees below normal. Average 
high temperatures ranged from 75 to 79 degrees, 
while average low temperatures ranged from 53 to 60
degrees. Precipitation totals ranged from 0.02 inches 
in La Crosse to 0.73 inches in Milwaukee. If you are 
interested in further weather data, please reference 
the following sites:

http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.aos.wisc.edu/~sco/
http://www.cocorahs.org/
http://www.weather.gov/

Corn was 67 percent silking and 6 percent in dough 
stage. Reporters commented that late planted corn 
needs heat to catch up.

Soybeans were 67 percent blooming and 24 percent 
setting pods.

Oats were 20 percent harvested for grain. Reporters 
commented that oat harvest was finally getting 
underway in the northern and central parts of the state 
this week.

Second cutting alfalfa was 86 percent harvested and the third 
cutting was 14 percent harvested. As with other crops, hay stands 
were in need of moisture and warm weather to promote regrowth.

Winter wheat yield reports were variable this week as more of the 
state began harvest. Yields from 40 to 80 bushels per acre were 
reported. Cranberries were in full fruit set in Oneida County, and 
looking good in Portage County.

Wisconsin Crop Conditions as of August 4, 2013
Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

Percent
Pasture 3 13 39 38 7
Corn 4 9 27 42 18
Soybeans 2 7 27 45 19
Oats 1 6 24 54 15
Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office

Wisconsin Crop Progress, August 4, 2013

Crop and percent
of acreage

District average State average

NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE This
week

Last
week

Last
year

5-year
average

Percent Percent
Corn silked 49 44 67 57 67 52 82 86 74 67 43 92 78
Corn in dough 1 11 2 2 4 4 17 5 2 6 n.a. 23 12
Soybeans blooming 47 46 79 66 68 73 52 88 64 67 50 91 80
Soybeans setting pods 10 17 17 20 21 28 25 38 17 24 9 61 42
Oats harvested 16 0 7 12 46 23 42 48 12 20 8 81 43
Second cutting hay 90 55 93 86 79 91 91 98 81 86 75 100 92
Third cutting hay 8 4 25 12 9 20 14 20 12 14 5 78 28

Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office.

Days Suitable for Fieldwork and Soil Moisture Conditions, August 4, 2013

Item
District average State average

NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE This
week

Last
week

Last
year

Days Days
Days Suitable 6.3 6.8 5.0 6.3 6.0 5.8 6.3 4.9 3.8 5.8 5.2 5.9

Percent Percent
Topsoil Moisture

Very Short 22 12 3 10 0 0 4 5 1 7 4 37
Short 49 55 15 44 39 41 34 24 12 37 30 35
Adequate 29 32 77 43 61 56 61 67 85 54 63 28
Surplus 0 1 5 3 0 3 1 4 2 2 3 0

Subsoil Moisture
Very Short 13 17 7 6 0 0 2 2 0 5 3 n.a.
Short 45 25 15 34 24 20 26 18 13 26 19 n.a.
Adequate 42 57 72 59 76 73 71 75 85 67 75 n.a.
Surplus 0 1 6 1 0 7 1 5 2 2 3 n.a.

Source: USDA, NASS, Wisconsin Field Office.

United States Department of Agriculture – National Agricultural Statistics Service
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Very Short Short Adequate Surplus

this 24.5 years ago. Good luck to you and 
we enter the fall season. 


