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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Dreams
By Chad Harrington, Golf Course Superintendent, Autumn Ridge Golf Course

THE GRASS ROOTS     JULY / AUGUST 2013

I  attended a twenty-�ve year class re-
union a couple weeks ago and I have to 

admit, it actually made me think about 
some of the choices we make.  A fellow 
class member was asked if he would be 
willing to address the group as the key-
note speaker as one of the few individu-
als in our country who has literally and 
�guratively climbed Mt. Everest.  �e 
thought of such a feat seems impossible, 
but when we let our minds wander, we 
start to realize that we all have Everest’s 
that we have to conquer.  

Everyone has dreams.  Without dreams 
we would have not goals in our life, 
families or even or careers.  Our dreams 

are what push us to improve every day.  
�ey inspire us to be better than we 
were the day before and give us a reason 
keep moving forward.  In our profes-
sion, I have dreamed of 75 degree sunny 
days and light rains every other night.  
I have dreamed that hydraulic leaks 
would never happen and that turf dis-
ease could be treated with an immuni-
zation.  I dream that golfers would truly 
understand the rules and etiquette of the 
game and they respect the facility as we 
do, and would care to leave the course in 
the same condition they had it to enjoy.  
Fortunately for us as Superintendents, 
those dreams are just that….Dreams.  

Without the hurdles and pitfalls of poor 
weather conditions, unrealistic player 
demands, and the ever changing indus-
try there wouldn’t be a need to have the 
educated professional Superintendent 
in the roles we have worked to so hard 
to achieve.  

We never know when a true dream will 
inspire us and give us a goal to chase.  We 
don’t know where a dream will guide us 
or in what way it will impact our lives.  I 
can just hope that each and every one of 
us has the strength to dream and peruse 
our goals.  I wish each and every one of 
you the best, and good luck climbing your 
Mt. Everest….Whatever it may be.
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