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In July 2008, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) started the process to set new use

requirements for soil fumigants to minimize inhalation
risks and other risks posed to persons using the prod-
ucts and to persons near to the application sites. Some
of the new safety measures will begin appearing on
marketplace product labels in December 2010; the
remaining measures will follow late in 2011.

The five soil fumigants of concern are chloropicrin,
dazomet, metam sodium/potassium (including methyl
isothiocyanate or MITC) and methyl bromide. Based on
a review of the pesticide product registration database,
Wisconsin has 25 soil fumigant products that contain
one or more of these targeted active ingredients.

The department has put together an internal soil
fumigant workgroup that is led by Matt Sunseri, pesti-
cide specialist. The group participates in monthly con-
ference calls that include other states, the EPA and
product manufacturers and labelers. We will keep

WGCSA up to date with any critical information that
comes from these conference calls.

The first group of safety measures will be found on
product labels set to appear in the marketplace later this
year. EPA is requiring that all products sold and distrib-
uted by pesticide manufacturers or labelers (registrants)
after December 1, 2010 must include the following safety
measures on the product label:

• Restricted use pesticide classification.
• Good agricultural practices.
• Rate reductions and use site limitations.
• Handler and worker protections (including specific

respirator requirements).
• Training information for workers.
• Site specific fumigant management plans.
The registrants are still in the process of updating

product labels to include the new ‘2010’ requirements
and submitting the new labels to the pesticide regula-
tory agency in each state where the products are regis-

T H E G R A S S R O O T S N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R 2 010

M I S C E L L A N Y

Soil Fumigation Risk Mitigation Update
By Matt Sunseri, Pesticide Specialist, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection

GR_nov2010_BOD:GR_Bod  12/3/10  12:02 AM  Page 7



10

tered. DATCP has received 13 updated labels as of late
October. While it is possible that soil fumigants with the
new labels may appear in the marketplace before Dec.
1, the registrants have indicated this is not likely.

With new product labels likely entering the market-
place after Dec. 1, the soil fumigation applications to be
done this fall will be with product under the ‘old’
labeling. Any applicator using product with the new
label affixed to the container must follow the new
requirements.

The second group of safety measures will be found
on product labels set to appear in the marketplace late
in 2011:

• Site specific fumigant management plans
(expanded requirements).

• First responder and community outreach.

• Applicator training.
• Restrictions on applications near sensitive areas.
• Buffer zones and credits for best practices.
• Buffer zone posting requirements.
• Buffer overlap prohibitions.
• Emergency preparedness and response requirements.
The issue of greatest concern for users appears to be

the buffer zone requirements. EPA is still working on
those details and they will not be part of the product
labels until late 2011.

Be aware that some of the soil fumigants will become
restricted use pesticides so pesticide applicator certifi-
cation and pesticide dealer licensing may become an
issue with the new product labels. The following table
provides a quick list of the initial impacts of the labeling
changes on the five active ingredients.
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