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‘-ﬁ Fall (and Snow Mold) is Almost Here

By Paul Koch, Turfgrass Diagnostic Lab, University of Wisconsin-Madison

hough we're currently entrenched in the dog days of

summer, subtle changes are signaling fall is on the
way. The days have grown a bit shorter, nights are
starting to turn a touch cooler, and in many cases summer
workers have lost all concentration as school nears. When
coupled with professional, college, and high school foot-
ball players beginning their practice regime it signals that
fall is just around the corner. While normally a time to
wind down and relax after a stressful summer, worries
about controlling disease during the upcoming winter
season can make the fall more stressful than many turf-
grass managers had hoped for. The probable future loss of
PCNB for turfgrass uses, coupled with new snow mold
control products released into the market in recent years,
may have golf course superintendents thinking about
changing the products they have traditionally used. But
with all the products available for controlling snow mold,
which products are the most effective? And which prod-
ucts give you the best protection for a price your budget
can afford?

While you'll have to haggle with the salesmen over
which products fit your budget, I have included a table
out of the 2005-2006 University of Wisconsin Snow Mold
Research Reports at Gateway Golf Club in Land O’
Lakes, WI to help determine which products are the
most effective (Table 1). This trial from two years ago
was chosen because of low disease pressure and ice
damage in our 2006-2007 trials, and also because the
high disease pressure in this trial differentiated between
those products providing superb disease control and
those that allowed significant breakthrough (Figure 1).
Treatments were applied on October 15th (early),
November 5th (late), or both depending on the protocol
provided by the fungicide provider. Though damage was
seen from gray snow mold (7yphula incarnata) and pink
snow mold (Microdochivm rivale), the great majority of
damage seen in this trial resulted from speckled snow
mold (7! ishikariensis). The plots were rated for percent
disease on April 14th, and the mean disease ratings are
expressed in Table 1. Those means that have a matching
letter following the mean do not significantly differ.

Damage to the untreated controls was 100%, and no
treatment provided complete control of all snow molds
under this extreme pressure. But several treatments did
provide excellent disease control, holding disease infec-
tion to under 5%. Those treatments are numbers 3, 8, 9,
14, 15, 19, 22, 23, 28, 32, 37, and 38. An important thing
to note with all these treatments is that almost all of
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Treatment Rate Timing* % Snow mold®
T Urtrealed Cortrol 00 a
218 P 4 FLOZM Eary 2¢
Maricure Uitra 5 0Zm Enry
Farre 4000 12 FLOZM Late
3 18P 4 FLOZM Late 5k
Marscure Utia 2 0Zm Late
Feere 4000 12 FLOZM Late
4 Spectater LR 4 FLOZM Early AT M
Rewre 4000 12 FLOZM Late
S AMVAC Par-Fio 12 FLOZIM Late B13 ak
& Revers 4000 12 FLO2ZM Late & ee
7 regna 07 0ZM Early =3 el
18 Phs 4 FLOZM Late
Maricure Litra 5 0ZM Late
B Spectater Litra 4 FLOZM Eary I3M
Psign 07 0Zm Enely
Mancure Ulra 5 0Zm Late
9 msgna 07 0ZM Early 171
Mancurs Uira 5 0ZMm Late
Reere 4000 12 FLOZIM Late
10 Armads 1.2 OZM Early o
Renere 4000 12 FLOZM Late
11 Manicure Ltra 5 0ZM Eacy a3l
PCNE 12.5% phs 10-3-23E 8 LM Late
12 Haadway 3 FLOZM Earyilale i
13 Hesdway 525 FLOZM Late n3
4 Hesdway 525 FLOZM Late 4u
Doconl Waather Stk 55 FLOZM Late
15 Headway 525 FLOZM Late 131
Mestation 05 0ZM Late
16 Banner MAXX 4 FLOZM EartyLate 177
Medalion 05 0ZM Late
17 Banner MAXX 4 FLOZM Late 123 M
Medalon 05 0ZM Late
18 Daconl WeatherStk S5 FLOZM Late 133 M
Mecislon a5 oM Late
19 Instrata 55 FLOZM Early/Late 33
0 rstrata 47 FLOZM Late B[IH
7 netraa 6 FLOZM Late MT ed
2 hatrata 83 FLOZM Lute 1
3 ratrata 11 FLOZM Late 131
24 Modlicn 0.14 OZM Late Bel
Dacond WealherSti. 23 FLOZM Late
Banner MAXYK 1.7 FLOZM Late
Table 1. Percent snow mold at Gateway Golf Club in Land O

Lakes, WI from the winter of 2005-2006.

them contain a mixture of three separate active ingredi-
ents, which is essential to obtain proper control under
heavy disease pressure.

But what about lesser snow mold disease pressure,
such as is usually seen in central and southern
Wisconsin? It is true that in most years superintendents
in the southern part of the state can get acceptable snow
mold control with little or even no fungicide protection.
But the problem with snow mold lies in the fact that you
only have one shot at getting it right. If you decrease
your snow mold protection in the anticipation of a benign
winter, there is nothing you can do if the winter turns out
to be unexpectedly cold and snowy. Damage from snow
molds and winter injury can significantly affect the playa-
bility of the course well into springtime, which could
reduce play and ultimately the revenue of the golf
course. So take the time this fall to choose the products
that will provide acceptable snow mold control at a price
you can afford, and then sit back and enjoy the cooler
temperatures and the changing leaves. ¥
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Treatment Rate Timing" % Snow moid® Treatment Rate Timing® % Snow mold®
25 Baner MAXX 2 FLOZM Late 617 al 44 ANDSOTT 665 LB/M Late 50 a4
Dacord WealherStik 55 FLOZM Late 45 ANDENTA 665 LB/M Late 1BIM
26 Banner MAXX 2 FLOZM Late 2T 45 ANDEIM 9 LBM Late 533
Turtide 400 & FLOZIM Late A7 ANDHEEE 9 LM Late B3I
27 Turtide 400 12 FLOZIM Late 8313 sk 48 ANDSITE B LAM Late 0 a4
28 Insignia 07 OZM Late 11 48 ANDSITT 635 LB/M Late @3 s
Marscure Litre 31202 Latw 5 ANDSIT3 10 LB/M Late 15 b
lprodione Pro 4 FLOZIM Late 51 ANDEZM4 635 LBM Laie 95 b
Revere 4000 8 FLOZM Late 2 5% 4 FLOZM Late 90 ad
20 Hertage TL 2 FLOZM Late 35 el Endore 4 0Zm Late
Medaion 05 ozMm Late 5% 4 FLOZM Late B3 sl
30 Herftage TL 2 FLOZM Late 07 - Dscord WestherStik 55 FLOZM Late
Madalion 05 ozZM Late 54 BB 4 FLOIM Late 67 ab
Dacond WeatherStik 55 FLOZM Late Clacori Waather Stik 55 FLOZM Late
31 Hertage TL 15 FLOZM Late 56.7 al Alude 55 FLOZM Late
Dacond Weather Stik 55 FLOZM Late 5 Endose 4 OIM Late 1m0 a
» BT 4 FLOZM Late 33K 5 Erdorse 40N Late %67 ab
Dacord Weather Stik 55 FLOZM Late Spectio 57% OaIM Late
Turtide 4 FLOZM Late 57 Spectro 4 0aM Eaty 0 ad
33 Tartan 2 FL OZIM Late 817 ag Erdarse 4 02M [
3 Tatan 2 FLOZM Lste 733 ah Spectro 4 02M Late
X a7 4 FLoDU Late 5 CLEW-4 1 FLOZM Late =5 s
et A Laiy (B 5 CLEX4 1 FLOZM Late 97 ad
L Lata Spectro 57 0IM Late
3 26T 4 FLOZM Late 543 ad & Spectro 4 02M Early B3I ad
Compase a5-02u Loty CLEPA 1 FLOZM Late
37 Lymx Fla 1 FLOZM Late 231 W Spectro 4 oM tato
Compass 025 oM Late —— x -
" m u.z: :n::f" : AN Early and late Lngicide trestments were appled on Oct. 15 2006 and Nov 5, 2005, respecthely
BGT 4 FLOZM Late Mean % dusased area
3 Feigna 0.9 CIM Late BT H Phytotosicity was mied on a scaie of 1-5 where 1= straw colored. 6 = accoptable. 8= dark green
fprodone Pro 4 FLOZM Late
Reere B FL OZIM Late
40 Wsignia 08 0ZM Late 257 o
lprodione Pro 4 FLOZM Late
Marscurs Utra 32 02m Late
41 nsge 0.7 OZM EarlyiLate 23 H
iprodane Pro 4 FLOZM EartyiLate
Mancure Utra 3.2 0IMm Earty/Late
42 Turkide 400 12 FLOZM Late TIT o4
43 Turkide 400 8 FLOZM Late 257 o

Table 1. continved.
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Figure 1. The differences between treatments that provided excel- WWW.WATERWELLSOLUTIONS.COM
lent control of snow mold and those that fall short are very clear
in this trial.
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