
T H E E D I T O R ' S N O T E B O O K

Like many of you, over the years
I have enjoyed the occasional visit
from Stan Kinkead, president of
National Mower and the grandson
of the founder, R.S. Kinkead. We
have a number of his machines and
have appreciated their durability,
simplicity and reliability. National
was headquartered in St. Paul,
MN, but now it is a Wisconsin turf
manufacturer, sort of.

Kinkead sold National Mower to
the Ariens Co. of Brillion. Ariens is
another family owned business
going back to 1933. Dan Ariens,
current president of Ariens Co., is
the great grandson of founder
Henry Ariens.

The purchase of the National
Mower Company adds to Ariens
acquisition of Locke Turf
Equipment Co. earlier in 2006, and

complements their Gravely line of
commercial grass machinery.

•
Congratulations to Dr. Joe

Vargas. He was named the 2007
USGA Green Section Award recip-
ient, and golf course superinten-
dents in Wisconsin have first hand
knowledge that he is very
deserving of the award. We study
from his textbooks, and learn from
his seminars and lectures. Dr.
Vargas has been a speaker at our
WGCSA Golf Turf Symposium, and
he has spoken at every Reinders
conference since its inception.
Two years ago he was at the
LESCO pathology conference at
The Bull in Sheboygan Falls.

In fact, you will have the chance
to hear him lecture in the state in

the next couple of months. He will
be at the 2007 LESCO pathology
meeting on January 31 in
Milwaukee and again at the
Reinders conference in Waukesha
in mid-March.

I hope we have a chance to
raise a toast to him and his career
at the USGA meeting in Anaheim
in February. The meeting is held
in conjunction with the GCSAA
conference.

•
If there is one organization I am

familiar with that isn't afraid of
change, it is the Wisconsin
Turfgrass Association. If you made
it to this year's EXPO, you know
what I mean. The EXPO committee
reworked the format extensively,
reduced the exhibition hall costs
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