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feeding a plant can withstand. For
instance, a creeping bentgrass
plant in Kentucky may be able to
withstand 200 nematodes per cm3

while a bentgrass plant in
Wisconsin can tolerate up to 2,000
nematodes per cm3. Without this
basic knowledge of plant thresholds
for Wisconsin turf, it is impossible
for us to make inferences about the
amount of damage a particular
nematode population is causing.

While it is possible nematodes
caused significant damage to
Wisconsin turfgrass roots in the
summer of 2005, it is more likely in
my mind that nematodes were just
one of many stresses that added
up to be too much for some turf.
Heat, humidity, and extreme
drought coupled with the intense
cultural practices that were
employed throughout the summer
look to be the primary reasons for
turf decline, and some minor
nematode feeding may have
enhanced the damage. Until more
Midwestern studies are done
looking at nematodes pathogenic
to turfgrass, the debate will con-
tinue to rage on.

The TDL Wants You
If your course has had turf

decline for unknown reasons in the
past, or you need verification of a
problem to prove to the board a
certain action needs to be taken,
or you just feel like supporting
your local turf resources; then it
may be time to consider becoming
a contract member with the
Turfgrass Diagnostic Lab.

The Turfgrass Diagnostic Lab
does not receive any state or uni-
versity money, so the money
brought in from contracts form the
foundation of the lab. While all
samples submitted to the lab, from
contract members and non-con-
tract members, get our complete
attention; there are some special
benefits to becoming a TDL con-
tract member.

Contract members that submit
samples to the lab get a free

written report, which is an addi-
tional $25 for non-members. The
report includes color pictures and
recommendations for controlling
the pest that can be useful in
explaining the situation to your
staff or the clubhouse. Contract
members also get biweekly email
updates throughout the growing
season with explanations of the
most common problems being
brought into the lab, and also what
to watch for at your course over
the next two weeks. This is on top
of the disease alert emails sent out
to contract members, which warns
them if weather conditions will be
conducive for a damaging out-
break of disease such as Pythium
blight. Complimentary "University
of Wisconsin Turfgrass Research
Reports" are also mailed to those
contract members who request it,
keeping you up to date on the
latest and greatest ways of man-
aging your turf.

The fee system is also set up to
allow for flexibility in membership
depending on the financial capaci-
ties of your facility. For each $100
in membership you sign up for, you
get one sample diagnosis with a
free report. For example, a $500
membership entitles you to up to
five sample submissions with
report throughout the growing
season. For those who become
$1,000 contract members, a free
site visit is included that is good
for anytime throughout the
growing season.

If you are interested, please fill
out and return with check the con-
tract membership order form pro-
vided on the next page. For any fur-
ther questions, please do not hesi-
tate to call me at (608) 845-2535 or
email at plk@plantpath.wisc.edu.
And a heartfelt thank you to the
2006 TDL contract members for all
of your support.^

2006

Abbey Springs CC
Blackhawk CC
Brynwood CC
Debuck's Sod Farm
Edgewood GC
Green Bay CC
Hayward Golf & Tennis
Kenosha Grounds Care
Lake Geneva CC
beds Nursery
Maple Bluff CC
Merrill Hills CC
Minocqua CC
North Hills CC
Oconomowoc CC
Oneida Golf & CC
Pine Hills CC
Reedsburg CC
Spring Valley
The Bruce Company
Twin River Turf
Watertown CC
West Bend CC
Whistling Straits GC
Zimmerman Kettle Hills

TDL Contract Members

Antigo Bass Lake
Blackwolf Run
Bulls Eye CC
Eagle River GC
Fox Valley GC
Greenwood Hills CC
House on the Rock Resort
Koshkonong Mounds GC
Lake Wisconsin CC
Long Sod Farms
Mascoutin GC
Milwaukee Brewers
New Berlin Hills
North Shore CC
Old Hickory GC
OshkoshCC
Portage CC
Rhinelander CC
St. Germain GC
Tripoli CC
Two Oaks North GC
Waupaca CC
Westmoor CC
Windy Acres GC

Big Foot CC
Brown County GC
Chenequa CC
Eau Claire CC
Grand View GC
Hawks Landing GC
Janesville CC
La Crosse CC
Lawsonia GC
Lurvey Farms
Meadowbrook CC
Milwaukee County Park
New Richmond GC
North Shore GC
Olds Seed Solutions
Paul's Turf and Tree Nursery
Racine CC
Riesterer & Schnell
Stano Landscaping
Tuckaway CC
Verdicon
Wausau CC
Whispering Pines GC
Wistl Sod Farm
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