
NOTES FROM THE NOER FACILITY

Impressive EXPO
But Where Were the Crowds?
By Tom Schwab, 0.1. Noer Turfgrass Research and Education Facility, University of Wisconsin-Madison

The Wisconsin 'Iurtgrass and Greenscape EXPO
2003 was held January 6,7, and 8th, much to the

fanfare of all in attendance. The only problem was not
many attended. What a difference a year makes! Last
year's attendance set the record, but this year's num-
bers were down by more than 1/3. Only 278 attendees
passed through the doors this year compared to 415
last year. Is it the economy? Is it something with the
show? Are there conflicts with other state and local
shows? I heard lots of good comments from attendees
about the education, so it must be the economy and
conflicts with other shows. There has to be a way to
bring the people back. The EXPO planning committee
will meet soon and will be "thinking outside the box"
to make big plans for next year's show to bring the
people back.

The planning committee, led by WTA vice-presi-
dent Rich Riggs, is inspired to keep EXPO as the
show of shows for you every year. The university and

industry representatives on the committee are like-
wise dedicated to keeping the show top-notch. A
questionnaire is being sent out to get attendee and
exhibitor feedback on what they would like to see at
future shows. The committee would like to hear your
input. It's your chance to tailor the education for
your benefit.

The trade show actually increased in size this year
over last year. The vendors do so much to make EXPO
well-rounded and interesting. They likewise help to
support the education so please show them your grat-
itude and purchase from them throughout the year.
The list of 2003 EXPO exhibitors with short company
descriptions is listed on a following page. The trade
show hours also increased for 2003, so if shopping for
services or products was what you wanted, then
EXPO was for you.

The education was likewise excellent. EXPO
started out with several half-day workshops that
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delved into topics like learning Spanish, maintaining
equipment, becoming a certified and environmentally
friendly facility, and pesticide applicator training. The
workshops cost an extra fee above the regular confer-
ence package, but the added detail was worth it to
many attendees.

The next two days were full of all kinds of informa-
tion. There was an opening session, a huge trade
show, and numerous educational presentations. The
presentations had great information for everyone in
the green industry including those in the golf, lawn
and landscape, and sports turf industries.

The opening session had a theme of safety in the
workplace. Mark Purschwitz, from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison Department of Biological Systems
Engineering, led off the session. He discussed how to
get started and ways to achieve a better workplace
safety program, which included establishing a safety
committee and training program. Youfollow that with
a monitoring of the workplace for hazards, evaluating
and prioritizing those hazards, establishing corrective
measures, and monitoring the situation. Then he gave
lots of information on when and how to train
employees. For those of you who missed Mark's pre-

sentation, he said that you can get more information
of safety by visiting the website - www.osha.gov or by
calling 1-800-522-7448 and ordering the training
manual "Safety Management for Landscapers."

Mark's talk led perfectly into the keynote presenta-
tion delivered by Richard Kithil from the National
Lightning Safety Institute. He gave the audience many
life-saving lightning safety guidelines to put into prac-
tice immediately this spring. Some of the guidelines
are well known, yet others are not. The well known
rules are that during a lightning storm one should
avoid high ground, tall trees, metallic objects, water,
and machinery. One rule that caught the audience by
surprise was that small shelters, even with lightning
rods attached, are one of the worst places to be in a
lightning storm. Another rule of lightning safety that
has been adopted by such prominent associations as
the NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic Association),
NATA (National Athletic Trainers Association) and
the AMS (American Meteorological Society) is the
30/30 rule. This rule states that you, your crew, and
clients should go to a safe shelter if the time between
lightning and thunder is 30 seconds or less. Then stay
there 30 minutes after the last rumble of thunder. Or
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Richard said you can think of it this way, "If you can
see it (lightning), flee it; if you can hear it (thunder),
clear it." He gave a couple websites to visit if you
would like to see more of his and other organizations'
safety tips for lightning. Those are www.light-
ningsafety. com and www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov.

Following opening session was the start of the trade
show, and then came the awards and scholarship ban-
quet. WTA president Dan Barrett started the banquet
with the announcement of some big changes that will
occur in the University's Turf Diagnostic Lab. He was
proud to assure all clients of the lab that only the best
and most prompt service will be given to each and every
turf sample that is sent to the TDL in 2003. Awards and
scholarships were handed out next. The list of UW-
Madison turf student scholarship recipients is listed
below. Also listed on page 58, are companies or individ-
uals that gave turf research money to the WTAin 2002.

The educational presentations started in the after-
noon and continued all day Wednesday. The golf
course session was especially strong this year.

2003 Wisconsin Turfgrass and Greenscape EXPO
Research and Scholarship Recipients

Scholarship Donor Recipient
WGCSA J.R. Love Scholarship Grayson Harms
WTA Anthony Hudzinski
WTA Benjamin LaBarre
WTA Brian Pyszka
WTA Douglas Soldat
Bayer Environmental Chemical Steven Houlihan
Spring Valley Turf Products Jacob Schneider
Chalet Nurseries Kurt Steinke
Dave Murgatroyd Memorial Eric Koeritz

Turf Research Donor Recipient
Becker Underwood WTA
Bulls-Eye Country Club WTA
Gary Zwirlein WI Turfgrass Research

& Development Fund
WTA
WTA
WTA
WTA
WTA
WTA
WTA
WTA
WTA
WI Turfgrass Research
& Development Fund
WTA
WTA

Horst and Aquatrols
Horst and Milorganite Program
JW Turf Equipment
Northern Great Lakes GCSA
Oshkosh Country Club
Reinders and Daconil Program
Simplot Partners
Stevens Point CC
Thomas VanValin
Westmoor Country Club

Wisconsin Sod Producers
Wisconsin Turf and
Milorganite Program

Amount
$750
$600
$600
$600
$600
$500
$500
$500
$500

Amount
$300
$1,095
$250
$275
$1,375
$500
$1,000
$2,360
$6,405
$150
$745
$75

$2,500
$1,375
$1,330

Subjects were presented by such able speakers as Karl
Danneberger from the Ohio State University, Andy
Hamblin from the University of Illinois, and John Stier
and Wayne Kussow from the UW-Madison, among
others. They covered such pertinent subjects as
intraseeding new bentgrass into existing turf,
blending turf varieties for disease resistance, and Poa
control in bentgrass. Many other great subjects were
covered in golf as well as in the Landscape and the
Sports Turf sessions. Likewise the roster of presenters
was as impressive in other sessions as they were in
golf. Everyone left EXPO with pertinent information
to make positive changes to their work back home.

The conference ended with research and extension
reports from your UW-Madison turf research team.
They are a busy group of researchers looking for
better ways to grow turf for everyone in Wisconsin. We
hope you will come back next year if you couldn't
make it this year. Those that attended were glad they
did. Send us any input you might have to make the
show more valuable for you and trust that the plan-
ning committee is hard at work already to make EXPO
2004 the one show you don't want to miss.*
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2003 Wisconsin Turfgrass and Greenscape EXPO Exhibitors

Aquatic Biologists Inc Horst Distributing McFarlanes Syngenta
Robert Langjahr 920-921-6827 Dennis Robinson 920-849-2341 Bill Levers 608-643-3321 Jim Shone 708-217-8509
Decorative fountains, pond liners, Distributors of turf maintenance Kubota, Ferris, Dixon, Landpride, Plant protectants
lake/pond, management services equipment and supplies New Holland and Stihl products

Beacon Ballfields
T J Emmerich Associates Inc

J W Turf Miller & Associates - Bob Emmerich 262-966-1051
PaulZwaska 608-824-0068 Holly Gilmour 920-485-2859 Sauk Prairie Inc Irrigation evaluation, design, spec-Equipment & supplies for athletic John Deere golf and turf equip- Steve Barritt 608-643-8105 ification, bed and constructionfacilities ment Athletic field goals, tennis sup-

plies, benches, receptacles, sig- observation services
Brillion Iron Works
Terry Ward 920-756-3720

Jacklin Seed Company nage, drinking fountains, shelters, Terracare Products Company
Mark Grundman 715-421-0028 restroom facilities, bleachers &

Long term provider of Ag equip- Complete line of proprietary pre- scoreboards
Kathy Rodenhauser

ment, now enters the golf & turf formulated grasses blended to 608-429-3402
market meet any need National Golf Graphics Topdressers, mowers, aerators,

Contree Sales Peter Meyer 608-222-9363 sweepers, & brooms

Kevin White 920-356-0121
Jefferson County Farmco Complete signage for golf courses,

The AndersonsJerry Ramseier 920-474-4466 laser measuring & sprinkler headSprayers, parts and service Full line for turf products for golf tags, and other course accessories Tom Wentz 608-846-9457
I

Country Club Turf courses, sports fields, sod farms Fertilizer, plant protectants, growth

Vic Peterson 612-804-7651 and landscapers OIds Seed Solutions regulators, & spreaders

Complete line of turfgrass seed Chris Wendorf 608-249-9291

needs John Deere Landscapes A complete line of performance United Horticultural Supply
Doug Laak 262-670-6470 proven proprietary turf mixtures Shawn Hilliard 800-362-8049

Custom Manufacturing Full line of irrigation supplies, and varieties custom blended for Pesticides, fertilizers and seed
Teresa Krebs 608-676-2282 Hunter golf, Syncroflo & John the upper Midwest. Wholesale
Custom designed bridge kits. Flat Deere pumpstations, Boardtronics, distributor Waupaca Sand & Solutions
or arched design, horizontal or Aquamaster Brett Grams 715-258-8566
vertical railings Pendelton Turf Supply Inc Custom blended soils & mixes for

Johnson Turf Equipment EdWitkowski 262-534-3334 golf courses and athletic fields
DHD Tree Products Vince Johnson 920-293-8247 Seed, fertilizer, pesticides, tee &
Dan Quast 920-386-9000 Topdressers, seeders, brooms, green supplies & various other Wisconsin Turf Equipment
Plant protectants, fertilizer and leaf collection units and sports turf miscellaneous products Lyle Christopherson
golf course supplies equipment ProGreen Plus 608-752-8766

Extreme Equipment Lebanon Turf Products Mike Akin 414-716-0040 Jacobsen, National, Turfco,

Paul Swanson 612-861-1323 Frank Baden 563-332-9288 Wholesale distributor of turf, land- Smithco, Lebanon, Cushman,

AEBI multipurpose tractors & Produces high quality, innovative scape and aquatic supplies Ransomes, Ryan & Milorganite
equipment fertilizers and combination prod- ProSource One Wisconsin Sod Producers
Feick Design Group ucts and also offers seed vari- Conrad Stynchula 608-235-4999 Association
Dan Feick 608-588-7888 eties with consistently high Fertilizers, insecticides, fungicides, Gina Halter 262-895-6820
Golf course architects & irrigation NTEP ratings pesticides
consultants Lesco Inc

Wisconsin Sports Turf Managers
Pumpstation Professionals Tom Schwab 608-845-6895

Fertilizer Dealer Supply Rob Wasser 262-249-8928 Bob Cross 262-490-1992 Helping sports turf managers to
Todd Yeazel 608-868-7300 Fertilizer, pesticides, specialty Pumpstation service, Otterbine keep on top of issues pertaining to
All your golf course, landscape & products, golf accessories, irriga- fountains/aerators
sports field fertilizer needs tion and equipment sports turf

Reinders Inc Wisconsin Turfgrass AssociationFlowtronex PSI Long Island Farm Inc Dean Musbach 800-785-3301
Liz Hannabas 214-357-1320 Paul Huggett 608-655-3600 Full line of turf and irrigation Audra Anderson 608-845-6536

Packaged pump systems for golf, Sod farm and tree nursery supplies Improving turfgrass management

landscape and municipal markets through research and education
Manitowoc Lifts Spring Valley Turf Products

Herfort Norby Golf Architects Tom Williams 262-495-3201 Pat Staehler 800-635-2123 Wolosek Lndscp & G C Materials
Kevin Norby 952-942-0266 Manufacturers of profession turf Formulator of quality golf & turf Dan Wolosek 715-423-3909
Golf course design, bunker reno- equipment lifts fertilizers Mixes for golf courses, landscape
vations, irrigation design and long- firms and sports fields
range master planning
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