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Here to Stay!
By Dr. R. Chris Williamson, Turfgrass and Ornamental Entomologist, University of Wisconsin-Madison

My sincere appreciation and
thanks go out to everyone

involved in securing my position at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
I am now officially an assistant pro-
fessor in the Department of
Entomology. For those of you not
familiar with the history of my posi-
tion, Dr. Chuck Koval was responsi-
ble for turfgrass and ornamental
extension activities, teaching, and
research. However, Dr. Koval retired
in 1994, as a result Dr. Dan Mahr and
Phil Pellitteri diligently kept the pro-
gram alive even though turf and
ornamentals were not their areas of
responsibility. Having no one specifi-
cally dedicated to turfgrass and orna-
mentals for approximately four
years, the university realized the
need for such a position.
Subsequently, a national search was
conducted, candidates were inter-
viewed, and I was offered the posi-
tion, accepted it, and was hired in
December of 1998 by Dr. John
Wedberg (former Department of
Entomology Chairperson).

I was not hired as an official facul-
ty member; my position was a short-
term, interim position that was
expected to be self-funded within
three to four years. Nonetheless, I
optimistically accepted the position
with the goal of one day having the
position converted into a permanent,
tenure-track, faculty position.
Through the efforts of many people,
ranging from current and previous
administrators, to industry con-
stituents, to intra- and interdepart-
mental faculty, to county agents, this
turfgrass and ornamental entomolo-
gy position was developed into a
tenure-track, faculty position.

As a result of the establishment of
this "new" position, another national
search was required; thus I had to

apply, interview and compete with
other well-qualified candidates.
Ultimately I was offered, and I
accepted the position as assistant
professor, Department of
Entomology. My position appoint-
ment is 70% extension (outreach)
and 30% research.

If it were not for the diligent
efforts of everyone, I would not have
the opportunity to serve you, nor
would there be a turfgrass and orna-
mental entomologist at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. So,
I want to extend my sincere appreci-
ation and thanks to everyone.^

Strike Back
with TRIMMIT® 2SC Plant Growth Regulator.
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your greens, tees and fairways,
strike back with TRIMMIT* plant
growth regulator. TRIMMIT in
a turf management program will
effectively reduce Poa annua.

As the best Poa management tool
available to golf course superin-
tendents, TRIMMIT:

• Slows grass growth for up to
two months after application

• Reduces mowing up to 50 percent
• Minimizes clippings
• Enhances turf color and quality
• Reduces the potential for scalping
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The next time you're frustrated with Poa,
come down hard with TRIMMIT—and
strike it rich in your management program.

For more information, contact your
authorized Zeneca Agent, or call
Zeneca Professional Products Toll Free
at 1-888-617-7690. Labels and
MSDSs available 24 hours a day, seven
days a week via Fax on Demand.
Please call 1-800-640-2362.
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