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USG~ Reality Check
By Bob Vavrek, USGA Green Section Agronomist, North-Central Region

Relatively little midsummer stress
to Poa annua playing surfaces

occurred over the past few seasons
on golf courses across the north-cen-
tral tier of states. In fact, the summer
of 1995 was the last time intense
heat stress and disease activity
caused extensive injury to turf
throughout the North-Central
Region. It seems that every three or
four years, Mother Nature feels the
need to teach a refresher course in
Latin.Poaannua is Latin for annual
bluegrass. Annual bluegrass, an
annual plant that (1) germinates
from seed during fall, (2) mayor may
not survive the winter in the North-
Central Region, (3) produces a

flower (seedhead) during the spring,
and (4) dies during the summer.
True, this life cycle is somewhat

oversimplified because some plants
will produce seed during summer
through fall and seed germination
can often occur all season long.
Furthermore, some of the Pea
plants in the playing surfaces domi-
nated by Poa annua are perennial
biotypes and a percentage of the
stronger, annual biotypes might sur-
vive longer than one season under
ideal weather conditions. The fact
remains that many of the plants on
greens, tees, and fairways at older
golf courses are true annuals and
weather conditions during the sum-

mer are not always ideal. When the
annual types ofPoa begin to die off
during the midsummer, the best we
can hope for is that they don't all die
at once. Unfortunately, a consider-
able amount ofPoa annua died on
many golf courses within the span
of several days during late July after
an extended period of heat, high
humidity, and sporadic heavy rain-
fall events.
Observations made at Turf

Advisory Service visits indicate that
the Poa annua in the collars, the
immediate surrounds to greens and
in the intermediate roughs
appeared to have suffered the most
during late July. Pythium and
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