
Editorial

These Guys Can't ALL Be Wrong
8y Monroe S. Miller

The invoice for our 1995 USGA
Green Section Tuff Advisory visit was
in my file for payment in February. It
is a good value that our club and I
have taken advantage of for years
and years. We have not been disap-
pointed, either.

It is rare for any subscribers to
express disappointment after a TAS
visit. Since we are at the season the
USGA agronomists are scheduling, it
is time 10 give serious consideration to
enrolling for a stop by Bob Vavrek this
year. You won't regret.

Bul why take my word for it? Lots of
WGCSA members use the Green
Section service. I called a number of
them to find out just how they feel
about the TAS. Here goes.

Vince Monahan: The Green
Section visit is extremely important to
me. It is a third party critique of our
golf course that is offered without prej-
udice. The agronomist isn't influenced
by either the golf course superinten-
dent or by the members. His advice is
unbiased, and we need that.

Roger Bell: I use the Turf Advisory
Service because it carries with it the
great respect the members at our club
have for the USGA. It is an opportunity
to harvest that good will for the good
of the golf course. That kind of credi-
bility is unusual.

Tom Harrison: I think the Green
Section visit is significant because it is
such a good value. I like the presence
of an outside opinion of our golf
course, both during the visit and later

on in the report. I also like the informa-
tion the agronomist shares with regard
to what he has seen elsewhere on his
visits. And this is an excellent opportu-
nity for me and any members of the
Green Committee who are present to
ask questions.

Randy Smith: The visit by the
Green Section is one of the ways that
helps me keep up with new products
and how they are successfully being
used. It also alerts me to new prob-
lems that may be out there that I
haven't heard about yet. Also, the
agronomist often gives us new
insights on old problems. Frequently
the agronomist is able to back me up
in some of my programs, jf that is what
they feel. No matter who makes the
visit, he is a ready source of informa-
lion on just about any golf course sub-
ject, and players at our course like
that. The report is a good communica-
tion tool between me and the mem-
bership. It is a good deal all around.

Mike Semler: I like the Green
Section visit best because it is that
second or third opinion that is so often
needed and frequently invaluable. It is
an outside opinion that is credible. The
agronomists see so much in their trav-
els and they share that wealth of infor-
mation openly. It is a good value in
any body's budget and I recommend it
highly.

Mike Handrich: The Green Section
has helped me most in getting projects
approved and problem solutions
underway. I think it works so well

because the USGA carries so much
weight. The TAS serves me wel! as
back up support and information and
help justify programs, it they are
worthwhile. I look at the Green Section
as the golf course superintendent's
helping hand.

Mark Kienert: The Green Section
helps golf course superintendents by
supporting our goals and mission and
management plans, IF they are good
ones and well thought out and likely to
succeed. A recommendation from the
agronomist can push a decision con-
cerning irrigation system, contour pro-
gram, a new shop or whatever, over
the edge. The TAS is a trump card in
your favor. The agronomist is willing to
go to bat for your golf course, and he
isn't afraid to tell members what they
need to hear, whether they want to or
not. The visit is a yardstick of mea-
surement of progress, and it helps
meet standards of the business.

Scott Schaller: Let's face it-the
Green Section staff are THE experts
on golf course management and
everybody I know can benefit from
advice given by an expert. The Green
Section has given me positive direc-
tion and the agronomists offer added
support for my ideas and plans and
programs. They offer a good critique
of the golf course. The membership
involvement with the visit is a big plus.

Jeff Parks: The Green Section is a
very supportive vehicle, especially
when you are having any kind of
problem. The credibility they have
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doesn't exist anywhere else, and they
never abuse it. I have also enjoyed
having an outside visitor to bounce
ideas off of and to get some additional
input for things happening at my golf
course.

Rod Johnson: The report rein-
forces my program and its details. It
gives comfort 10 the members that we
are on the right track. The visit is
essentially an annual golf course
report that they like to read. Also, if
you are a subscriber, you have free-
dom to call the regional Green
Section office and expect prompt
attention to your questions. The

whole operation works very very well
for golf course superintendents.

Jerry Kershasky: Tremendous! The
Green Section visit is a check and bal-
ance of programs and progress at our
course. The membership respects the
USGA input and they make practical
use of the report. The agronomist can
support you in your fertility, aertfica-
tion, seeding and any other manage-
ment program. If deserving, you will
earn a favorable report. But the agron-
omists aren't YES men and won't go
against their own good judgment. That
fact adds to their credibility. The report
is used tor our "State of Westmoor"

review. I find it useful at budget time
and at my annual review. I absolutely
wouldn't be without it!

You couldn't get that kind of una-
nimity if you'd ask the same guys
about ice cream or football or apple
pie! Their collective comments sound
like an ad for the Green Section, and
who could be surprised. It is pretty
easy to sell something you believe in.
And they believe in the Green Section
Turt Advisory Service.

Make your job easier and get some
good advice you will be able to use in
the next year. You will become one of
the believers, too. W

Troubled
waters

OITERBINE AERATORS
The prescription for troubled breathing,
p!Xlrcirculation and changing tempera-
tures in ponds and lakes is practical en-
gineering that is aesthetically pleasing.
These aerators range in power, circulat-
ing from 600,000to 20 million gallons of
water in a 24-hour period. Each com-
plete, turnkey system is delivered fully
assembled; no special pumps or founda-
tions are required.
Striking patterns begin with the Star-
burst, Rocket, Sunburst, Constellation,
or Phoenix working alone or mingled
together. Add the Otterblne Fountain

IRRIGATION SUPPLY
13400 Watertown Plank Rd.,
Elm Grove WI 53122-0825

GlolM ligthing system for spectacular
evening display as well as security or
the Rock Float Cover for the illusion
of natural spray.

Otterbine Aerators meet the water man-
agement needs of golf courses, parks,
recreational lakes, office developments,
and residential condominiums.

800-782-3300

- NORTHERN GREAT LAKES -
Golf Course Superintendents Association 6th Annual Spring Turf Symposium

Monday, March 27, 1995
Holiday Inn; Rhine/ander, Wisconsin

For information call Todd Cantrall· Days (715) 453-3131 or Nights (715) 453-7641
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