
The President's Message

JUST WHAT DO YOU DO
DURING THE WINTER?
By Michael Semler

Now that fait is behind us and win-
ter is quickly approaching most golf
course superintendents will finally be
able to relax and get a normal sched-
ule back into their lives. But wait, there
is just one more question that needs
to be answered. Somebody asked me
it again the other day.
We have all heard it. It is probably

one of the most ridiculous questions
ever asked (never mind what your
teachers told you). In fact, there is
such a thing as a dumb question, and
it is usually directed at the golf course
superintendent. It goes something like
this: "lust what do you do during the
winter?"
As usual, J smiled and gave a kind

description of what it really takes to
operate a golf course in both the sum-
mer and the winter. My response gave
the usual listing of items that need to
be accomplished during the winter in
order to make a golf course operate
as professionally and effectively as it
does during the summer. We have all
made out the lists before and we all
have presented them to people at
some time or another and we all have
received the same response at the
end of the presentation. It sounds
something like, "Ohhhhtt".
This type of question really bothers

me. It is one of those things that can
really get to me. I just don't know what
they think. These people must believe
that accountants work only during tax
time and then do nothing the remain-
ing part of the year. They must believe
that football players only work during

the game and have nothing else to do
with the rest of their time. Or, more
than likely, they just don't think!
In most instances, our profession is

being elevated beyond the stereo-
typical "Carl" from the movie Caddy
Shack. We are no longer thought of
as the "head qrasscutter", at least not
in thoughtful and knowledgeable
circles.
I must admit, however, that I know

of a few bastions of resistance to this
thinking that still exist. Some of them
are so close to home that they actual-
ly reside in our own clubs. In fact, it
was only a few years ago at the
GCSAA annual banquet that the
president of the CMAA addressed
the golf course superintendents pre-
sent as "head greens keepers". I
guess that is not as bad as "head
grasscutter", is it?
We have, in fact, come a long way

in the past 20 years. Our profession is
being elevated to one that does
include upper management. We are
being recognized as professional,
well-educated, loyal, hard working
individuals. Our profession is being
recognized as well educated and influ-
ential in the golf community. In fact,
many golf course superinten-dents
are being elevated to the position of
General Manager, above the club-
house managers and the golf
professionals. The reason? We are
good managers in all necessary
departments - personnel, account-
ing, motivation, leadership, master
planning ...).

However, we still have a long way
to go. I offer as evidence the ques-
tion that was recently posed to me,
"what do you do during the winter?"
Many people do not entirely under-
stand what we do. And as I have
mentioned in previous articles, it is
up to each and everyone of us to
make certain that these people begin
to understand. If we don't tell them,
nobody will! ill

How to Keep Things
From Turning Ugly.

From nutsedge to nightshade, fire
ants to fungi, nobody works harder
to protect your turt and ornamen-

tals than eiba-Geigy.

For All Your Turf ~
and Ornaments
Needs See ...

ClBA-GEIGY

Don Spier, Marketing Specialist
10 Devine Way. Sycamore,

Illinois 60178

(815) 895-7860

FLE>6TAKe
Flexstake is the most practical accessory to appear on the golf course
maintenance market in a decade. The above ground portion is made of
color-fast polycarbonate which can be mowed over with reel mowers.

Our Flexsign, O.B. Markers and Yardage Markers are designed to
allow a golf cart or a tractor to ride over them with no damage.

For a free sample of Flexstake or a video of our complete
Flexstake line, call or write.

Paul Ronyak, Distribulor 0' Flexstake Products

W193 N16366lea Fond Circle' Jackson, WI 53037

1-414-677-3855
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