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Northern Great Lakes Research Station
By Dean Musbach

Now that the O.J. Noer Turfgrass
Research and Education Facility is
reality, some much needed turf re-
search can begin. Wisconsin GCSA's
commitment to build a variety of putting
greens at the Noer Facility will benefit
all superintendents. Many turf prob-
lems will be solved in years to come,
except those associated with winter.
The Noer Facility is an excellent

facility, but solutions to winter prob-
lems cannot be completely addressed
there because of logistics. Although
winter affects everyone in Wisconsin,
the severity of winter in southern Wis-
consin varies greatly from year to year.
Snow mold research in Madison is

difficult because snow cover doesn't
consistently persist throughout the
winter. Likewise, Pythium research in
Minocqua is difficult because the con-
ditions for development also do not
occur on a regular basis. If real pro-
gress is to be made on winter-related
turf problems, the research needs to
be petiormed where severe conditions
exist. I believe the time has come to
establish a permanent research facility
in northern Wisconsin.
Northern Great Lakes GCSA began

the groundwork for establishing a
research facility two years ago when
Minnesota announced that the use of
mercury would be banned in 1994.
Superintendents in the north began to
worry that Michigan and Wisconsin
would follow suit.
For those who don't know, Northern

Great Lakes is a superintendent asso-
ciation with about 85 members from
Northern Wisconsin and Upper Michi-
gan. I am serving my third one-year
term as president. The primary pur-
pose of this association is education,
but the success of the annual sympo-
sium has allowed the group to con-
tribute to turf research during the past
four years.
The board of directors contacted Dr.

Gayle Worf of the University of Wis-
consin-Madison about establishing turf
plots in Eagle River and Antigo, and in
the fall of 1990, plots were estab-
lished. This was an important first

step, but snow mold control wasn't the
only concern of superintendents. Ice
damage was also a concern that su-
perintendents wanted to explore on a
broader scale. This was when the
vision of a northern research station
affiliated with the UW-Madison was
conceived. During 1991, the board and
I actively promoted this vision to north-
ern superintendents.
In spring of 1992, Fred Fabian of

Northwood Golf Course was scanning
the newspaper when he ran across an
interesting advertisement. Brian
Bowen, the manager of the University
of Wisconsin-Madison potato research
facility in Rhinelander, was looking for
ways to diversify research that would
benefit the local community. Fred
made contact and arranged a meeting
between Brian and some Northern
Great Lakes board members. The
meeting was very positive, but Brian
was unsure about the political implica-
tions within the potato research pro-
gram. Because Dr. Worf and Dr. New-
man had recently retired, we could not
proceed until the UW-Madison hired
replacements for them.
In June of 1992, I made contact

with Dr. Frank Rossi, from Michigan
State, about speaking at NGL's July
meeting. Frank told me that he was
scheduled for an interview in Madison,
so I briefly explained what NGLGCSA
was attempting to do. He was enthusi-
astic about the possibilities of a north-
ern research station, and he said if
hired he would certainly explore this
project further. Needless to say, I was
pulling for Frank!
UW-Madison made the right deci-

sion hiring Dr. Rossi His energy has
invigorated Northern Great Lakes
GCSA, Wisconsin GCSA, and Wiscon-
sin Tutigrass Association. Turf man-
agers in Wisconsin and the entire
Great Lakes Region will benefit for
years to come,
Dr Rossi And Dr. Chuck Koval

were featured speakers at NGL's Au-
gust meeting. Frank told the members
attending that he supported our idea of
a field research facility and that he
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would begin working on the internal
politics. Since then, NGL board has
been in constant contact with the UW-
Madison staff about this project.
Last December, the WTA Board

was made aware of this project and in
theory they support it. The WTA said it
needed more details on the size and
scope of the facility before it could
make any commitments.
In March, 1993, Fred Fabian and

Dr. Rossi addressed Dr. Marsh Finner
the Director of Agriculture Research
Stations, Philip Dunigan the Assistant
Director, and Dr. Richard Lawer, the
Assistant Dean and Director of Wis-
consin Agriculture Experimenf Sta-
tions, about our intentions and require-
ments to establish turf research at the
Rhinelander Station. The requests
were as follows:
1. A written commitment to guaran-

tee long term use of land for turf re-
search, and a first option to purchase
in the event that the potato research
station closes.
2. Allowed to construct a building

containing equipment storage, class-
room, restroom facilities and possible
lodging for visiting professors or re-
search assistants.
3. Availability to a quality water

source.
The ball is in their court now, but if

this option fails then we will attempt to
develop this project at an independent
site.
This project is a large commitment

and Northern Great Lakes cannot do
this alone. Once a detailed plan is
complete, it will be submitted to
Wisconsin Turfgrass Association and
Wisconsin GCSA for study. I believe
this project merits support, and I urge
the WTA and this association to sup-
port it.
Currently, NGLGCSA is exploring

methods of fund raising. The time has
come to begin soliciting research
funds from the people who benefit
from research the most-golfers. Dr.
Rossi, John Beck, a superintendent in
Norway, Michigan, and I are sched-
uled to address the Upper Peninsula



Golf Association at their Fall Business
Meeting. Our intentions are to explain the
project, win the association's support, and
assist in the development of a fund raising
program that they can administer. If this is
successful then we will consider approach-
ing the Wisconsin State Golf Association
with a similar program.
As golf course superintendents, we are

losing tools for maintaining turtgrass. At the
same time, golfers continue to want more. If
we are to meet this challenge, we will be
depending on research to solve many of our
problems.
In the north, golfers used to accept dead

grass in the spring, but just like everywhere
else, golfers in the north want better condi-
tions throughout the season. The only way
that we can meet this challenge is through
research. This is why northern superinten-
dents feel a northern research facility is
needed. There is a need for more exten-
sive snow mold trials, development of win-
ter hardy\snow mold resistant turfgrass
varieties, and an in-depth study of how dif-
ferent cultural programs affect winter sur-
vival of tutigrass.
The O.J. Noer Facility is a great facility

that will benefit all tutigrass managers, but
because of its location in southern
Wisconsin, it is inadequate for expanded
winter turf research. A northern extension
of the Noer Facility is a viable alternative
for research.
In the past, superintendent associations,

turf associations and green industry suppli-
ers have been the primary supporters of
turfgrass research and this should contin-
ue. But I believe the time has come to
solicit research funds from golfers, the peo-
ple who benefit most from turf research.
Help make Northern Great Lakes

Research Station a reality. This project is
an enormous undertaking and any com-
ments, recommendations or suggestions
are welcomed. lit

A Note of Apology:
The proof scan of the cover draw-
ing for the March/April issue of
THE GRASS ROOTS was acciden-
tally used by the printer instead
of the halftone version. The proof
version that was used did not do
justice to the fine drawing of
Vince Noltncr that was done for
the issue by Jennifer Eberhardt.

TALK TO
TERRA

815-544-5693
When you want the right
products, advice & service.

You'll find a single source for
all major brands of pesticides,
adjuvants, fertilizers, micro-
nutrients, and turfseed.-plus
our own high-quality line of
Professional Products-all at
competitive prices. You'll also
find technical support, agro-
nomic advice and information,
and the most advanced fertility
recommendations available. All
it takes is a phone call. With
over 300 sales and service
locations in 30 states, you'll have
what you need, when"you need
it. Talk to Terra for the name
and number of your nearest
location.
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