
Notes from the Noer Facility

Noer Facility Chosen as Site
for National Tall Fescue Test
by Tom Salaiz

The National Turfgrass Evaluation
Program (NTEP) policy committee has
chosen U.W.-Madison as one of the
locations forthe upcoming National Tall
Fescue Test. The exact number of en-
tries is not known until seed arrives
from seed companies in August. We
are expecting 90-100 entries. Plans
are to seed the study in late August or
early September depending on when
the seed arrives from NTEP.

The maintenance regime planned for
our evaluation involves mowing at 2.5",
nitrogen fertilization at 4 Ibs/M/S, and
irrigation to prevent stress. The culti-
vars will be evaluated for color, quality,
rate of establishment, winter injury, and
disease incidence.

As you know, tall fescue is a coarse
textured, bunch-type, cool season turf-
grass with uses ranging from sports
fields to roadsides. Its coarse leaf tex-
ture limits its use to lower maintenance
areas. The bunch type growth habit of
tall fescue also limits its use in blends
with other finer leaved turfgrasses such
as Kentucky bluegrass. Tall fescue is
adapted to a wide range of soil condi-
tions and has good heat and drought
tolerance compared to other cool sea-
son turfgrasses, but has relatively poor
low temperature hardiness.

By looking at the number of entries
expected in the trial, one can see that
considerable work is being done to im-
prove tall fescue with respect to leaf
texture, rhizome development, and low
temperature hardiness. Participation in
this trial will reveal those improved
cultivars adapted to Southern Wiscon-
sin and hopefully will reveal those culti-
vars suited to blending.

MISSION STATEMENT
DEVELOPED FOR NOER FACILITY

Mission statements have been de-
veloped for several of the outlying Agri-
cultural Research Stations to help guide
research and education activities at
these stations. Such a mission state-
ment was developed for the Noer Facil-

ity cooperatively by Chuck Koval-En-
tomology, Marsh Finner-Director of
Ag. Research Stations, Wayne
Kussow-Soils, Tom Salaiz-Manager
of Noer Facility, and Gayle Worf-Plant
Pathology, with inputfrom Craig Grau-
Plant Pathology, and the turfgrass in-
dustry. The mission statement reads as
follows:

Preamble
Turfgrasses add to quality of life by

virtue of their social, economic, and en-
vironmental value, as well as their rec-
reational applications. Turfgrass cul-
ture is a major state industry. Annual
expenditures on turfgrass establishment
and maintenance approximate the mar-
ket value of corn grown in the state and
the acreage of turf maintained ranks
fifth among all crops grown. The future
growth of the turfgrass industry is as-
sured by continual expansion of the ser
vice-oriented sectorofthe U.S. economy.

Mission
The O.J. Noer Turfgrass Research

and Education Facility is dedicated to
the testing, development, and promo-
tion of turfgrasses and turfgrass man-
agement technologies. The facility will
provide the physical base necessary to
conduct high quality research and offer
educational opportunities.

Goals
1. Promote development of a compre-

hensive turfgrass research program
that:
• addresses social, economic, and

environmental problems and con-
cerns arising from turfgrass use
and management,

• generates a multi-disciplinary
systems approach, and

• involves participation in regional
and national studies.

2. Promote the educational functions
of the facility for the benefit of CALS
students, the turfgrass profession
and the general public through ex-
tension education programs.
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LAYNE-A Name
You Can Trust With
Your Liquid Assets

To KEEP YOUR COURSE
LOOKING GOOD and playability
high, you need a reliable water
supply system. Layne has the
resources and expertise to keep
your assets operating at their best.

Layne's Complete Services:
• Irrigation Systems
• Pump Repair & Installation
• Well Investigation & Rehabilitation
• Pump System Design
• Well Drilling
• 24-Hour Emergency Service
• Electrical Systems & Variable

Frequency Drives (VFD)
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