
President's Message

GET SMART
By Bruce Worzella

The early 70's sit-com, about a se~
eret agent starring Don Adams, came
to mind when deciding my president's
message title. Educating himself and
staying ahead in an ever-changing world
was part of Don Adams' solution to
staying alive. Golf course superinten-
dents are not spies, but do need to stay
in touch with what is confronting us.

This time of the year we concentrate
on our continuing education. We have
enough time so that we can now read
more than one article per publication.
We have time to attend various seminars
and conferences. A good example was
the past WTA winter conference.

Wisconsin turl managers proved that
they want 10absorb as much education
as possible by breaking the all-time
attendance record. An excellent job was
done by the WT A to focus the meeting
on education.

What really concerns me, though,
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are the government regulations that are
coming. As everyone knows, or should
know, pesticide regulations, storage,
loading and mixing, and application are
big issues.

The posting of a golf course also is
not very far away. Our neighboring
states are already complying. A positive
note has been the involvement of Rod
Johnson with the Department of Agri-
culture, Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion (DATCP). He has given us a voice
and a chance at some workable solu-
tions.

Do not be too discouraged about
pending Wisconsin regulations; we are
not alone. On January 21 and 22, I
attended a Government Relations li-
aison seminar at the GCSAA head-
quarters. Thirty-one other concerned
chapter officials discussed many topics
relating to golf courses and government
regulation. The excellent involvement

01GCSAA at the federal level has now
given us working at the state level a
di rection for consistency throughout the
country.

Some of the subjects that were ad-
dressed were: understanding the me-
dia and not being afraid of an interview;
knowing exactly how bills are intro-
duced from a state legislator and how
you can affect them; communicating
with your local government; and legally
addressing your concerns to the proper
people.

The intent of this seminar was not to
move mountains, but for golf course
superintendents to learn how to profes-
sionally approach issues that have lm-
pact on their everyday duties.

In conclusion, educating ourselves
and becoming involved with circum-
stances that affect our work and our
surroundings will only make our pro-
fession strongerin the eyes of everyone.

(L loR) Mike Semler, Bruze Worzella, Rod Johnson, Bill Knight, Pat Norton, Tom Schwab, Mark
Klenert, Scott Schaller and Mike Handrich.
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