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“Did You Hear the One About the
Golf Course Superintendent?”

By Rob Schultz

One of the perks of working for The
Capital Times is an interesting conver-
sation anytime | want to sit down with
one of my coworkers in the cafeteria.

To say my newspaper has a liberal
slanttoitislike saying the Soviet Union's
economy is in a little bit of trouble.
Liberal thinkers flood my newsroom
and they love to get on a platform and
try to right all the world's wrongs.

The environmentis aperfectexample.
A few days before Christmas one of our
reporters who covers the environment
bumped into me as | was banging my
head against a cafeteria table in an
attempt to drum up an idea for this
month’s GRASS ROOTS column.

“Killers,” the reporter said.

“Huh?”

“Killers. Golf course superintendents
are killers,” the reporter repeated be-
tween gulps of his granola bar and fruit
drink.

| tried to ignore my coworker by fo-
cusing on my Twinkie and Diet Coke.
Finally, | congratulated himfortalking in
suchconcise sentences and then asked
him to explain why he felt such a strong
urge to criticize golf course superin-
tendents.

“They've got to be killing something.
Pesticides, weed killers, they spray that
crud all over their courses, and itgetsin
the air, gets in the water, spreads into
the neighborhoods. Who knows what
it's doing," he said.

“Dandelions,” | said.

“Huh?”

“Dandelions. My yard was full of dan-
delions this summer,” | repeated.

“So."

“So, | wanted to spread some in-
dustrial-strength weed killer all over my
lawn this summer but | got talked out of
it,” | said as | opened a bag of Doritos.

“Who talked you out of it?”

“You won't believe this," | said as |
looked my coworker right in the eye,
“but a golf course superintendenttalked
me out of it and taught me how to spot
spray with weed killer that isn't harmful
to the environment.”

The environmental writer looked into
his Tupperware full of wheat germ and
seemed to be at a loss for words. This
was my chance to really make my point.

(Continued on page 29)
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(Continued from page 27)

“There probably are few people who
understand chemicals and how they
work with or against the environment
more than golf course superintendents,”
| said. “They have to be knowledgeable
because they are constantly attacked
by both sides. On one side is the golfer
who wants his course looking pretty
and on the other side is the environ-
mentalist who probably thinks aerifying
is dangerous.

“Anyway, most superintendents have
degrees in agronomy and they attend
seminars all across the country where
they are kept up to date by the world’s
best turf grass researchers. We could
only wish doctors would keep as up to
date on medical issues the way the golf
course superintendents keep up todate
on environmental issues.

“Infact, if you need a good source for
many of your stories, don't hesitate to
call a golf course superintendent. They
probably know more about subjects
like aquifers than those lunatics at the
Department of Natural Resources. And
they won't jump up on a soapbox every

time you call them like the lunatic at the
DNR."”

Finally, the reporter walked away
mumbling and left me in peace to play
with my junk food as | continued my
attempt to drum up an idea for my col-
umn. Suddenly, | had it all figured out.

“Nickel,” | said to myself.

“Nickel?”

“l wish | had a nickel every time a
reporter, environmentalist, golfer, golf
course builder, neighbororfriend called
a golf course superintendent to get an
answer to a question. I'd be a million-
aire.”

For instance, | started thinking about
how | needed a golf course superin-
tendent's advice just a few weeks ago.
In a not-so-brief moment of insanity, |
had just agreed with my wife that we
needed to build an 800 square foot
additionto our house. But | was told that
in order for the construction equipment
to travel to the back of our house, a
beautiful blue spruce in our front yard
would have to be uprooted and moved.

| never heard of a tree moved in
December unless it was cut down with
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a hacksaw and placed in somebody's
living room with tinsel draped all over it.

The construction guy told me not to
sweat, that it would live. He told me |
should trust him.

There was no chance that | was go-
ing to trust him. Since | needed to find
somebody to trust, | called University
Ridge superintendent Jeff Parks. His
calmingvoice andintelligentresponses
helped settle down this neurotic reporter.
When | hung up, | had the feeling he
had plenty of experience dealing with
neurotics who called to ask advice on
moving trees or how not to stripe their
lawn when they fertilize.

Unfortunately for Parks and all other
superintendents, many of those people
are also the first to point fingers and
accuse them of hurting the environment.
It's just another example of how mis-
understood golf course superintendents
have been over the years.

| swallowed the last few drops of my
Diet Coke, stood up from my chair and
headed toward my desk. My mission
was accomplished. The theme for my
column was complete. Now all | had to
do was write it.

“Winter,” | typed into my word pro-
cessar.

“Winter?"

“Yeah, winter. Now | know why golf
course superintendents love winter.
When nothing is green, inquisitive en-
vironmentalists, golfers, neighbors and
friends disappear.

“For four beautiful months, fingers
stop pointing and the phone doesn't
ring."”
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