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REAL Golf Course
Superintendents
Don't Wear Earrings
By Monroe S. Miller

One summer morning a few years
ago, a young employee-a college
student-came to work with a gold ear-
ring dangling from one ear.

David Noltner took one look at him
and calmly offered this: "Jeff, I'm go-
ing over to my toolbox, get a pair of
big pliers and walk back. If you don't
have that jewelry out of your ear when
I get back, I'm going to yank it out with
those pliers. "

The kid never moved on the golf
course as fast as he did removing his
earring. He was lucky Dave wasn't of-
fering a haircut; his long blond locks
needed trimming.

I was relating the story that night to
my family. They didn't find it as
humorous as I did. In fact, daughter
Holly said, "I know, Dad. REAL super-
intendents don't wear earrings."

Some of Holly's friends do, though.
The boys, I mean.

So, with thanks to Holly and
apologies to the originator of "real men
don't eat quiche", here's my REAL list
for golf course superintendents.

• Real golf course superintendents
don't wear earrings. Their employees
don't wear them either. And they cer-
tainly don't wear gold necklaces.
• Real golf course superintendents
wear work boots to the golf course. Not
boat mocs and for sure not tennis
shoes.
• A real golf course superintendent
never wears $75 slacks, especially to
work.
• A real golf course superintendent
owns at least ten pairs of blue jeans.
He also still wears a belt, not as a
fashion (mis)statement, but to keep his
pants up. He doesn't believe wrinkles
are "in vogue" either.
• Real golf course superintendents
discard a shirt or pair of pants when it's
worn out, not when it's out of fashion.
• A real golf course superintendent
doesn't wear cologne to work; he
would rather smell like the shop than
a house of ill repute.

• A real golf course superintendent is
never mistaken for the club's golf pro.
Even less likely is being mistaken for
the clubhouse manager.
• Real golf course superintendents
will always list green as their favorite
color. When you're from Wisconsin,
red may tie green for first.
• A real golf course superintendent
always considers a "MADE IN
AMERICA" tag as an important criteria
in purchase decisions.
• Real golf course superintendents
never drive those little pickups made
by Nissan or Toyota or lsuzu. They
drive either Fords or Chevys (1/2 ton or
larger). Occasionally you'll see a real
superintendent in a Dodge truck, in-
dicating one of his members owns a
Dodge dealership.
• When it comes to cars, you won't
see a real golf course superintendent
(from Wisconsin, at least) driving a
Saab, Peugeot, Volvo, Audi, Fiat or
BMW. He doesn't drive Japanese or
Korean cars, either.
• And speaking of vehicles, real golf
course superintendents, at least those
from Wisconsin, use real turt trucksters
on their golf courses. They wouldn't
have those little white imports with the
skinny tires and no Iraction. We don't
care how popular they are in Califor-
nia. In fact, that is reason enough NOT
to run them!
• A real golf course superintendent
never "does lunch" nor participates in
"power lunches". Lunch time was
meant for eating. In fact, real superin-
tendents have lunch at mid-morning
and eat dinner at noon. The evening
meal is called "supper".
• A real Wisconsin golf course super-
intendent drinks real beer, not lite beer,
not wine and for sure not ice cream
drinks. Real cheese is his favorite
snack. He drinks milk at every meal
and feels unsatiated if he hasn't had
beef for either dinner or supper. Really.
• A real galt course superintendent
decides on how long to run his irriga-
tion system himself and never leaves
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that duty to a "weather station".
• A real golf course superintendent
decides on the radio stations allowed
play time in his shop. No station featur-
ing music by "Jeb and the Haystacks"
is permitted. Neither is one playing
tunes by "Dougie and the Druggies".
A real superintendent listens to light
rock or 'the music of your life'.
• Real golf course superintendents
don't fertilize their lawns more than
once a year. They simply do not need
the extra work. When mowing is re-
quired, each does his own. No riding
mowers and no self-propelled mowers
allowed.
• A real golf course superintendent
doesn't fib about 1) how much nitrogen
he applies on his putting greens each
year, 2) the stimpmeter readings for his
putting greens, 3) the height of cut of
his greens and fairways, 4) how much
Poa annua he really has, and 5) his
salary.

His ego isn't tied to any of the above.
• A real golf course superintendent
doesn't like flowers on his golf course.
He'd rather use the time and money
spent on pansies and petunias for
trees. They're a real man's plants.
Flowers are reserved for clubhouse
landscapes.
• Given his druthers, a real golf course
superintendent would do away with all
tee and green equipment-the fur-
niture, the signage, ball washers, rakes,
club cleaners, scorecard boxes, water
coolers, etc.

"Give 'em a tlagstick to shoot at and
let 'em play, " says the real golf course
superintendent.

Many golfers feel the same way.
• A real golf course superintendent
greatly prefers reel mowers to rotaries.
He understands the difference be-
tween cutting and mowing. He likes
cutting better. He knows that rotary
mowers are hackers to be used only
when the ground isn't suited for reel
(real!) cutters. Rotaries finish a distant
second to reels.
• A real golf course superintendent
realizes that Poa annua is one of the
best golf turfs growing; he is perfectly
capable of maintaining it in a superb
playing condition.
• Real golf course superintendents
are morning people, and they greatly
prefer dawn to sunset. They subscribe
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to Ben Franklin's creed-Early to bed,
early to rise makes a man healthy,
wealthy and wise. Except for the
"wealthy" part .
• A real golf course superintendent
doesn't jog. After 10-12 hours of work
each day on the golf course, he doesn't
have to. He likely wouldn't have the
energy and absolutely wouldn't be
seen in a cute, tight little jogging suit.

Before anyone gets his nose bent
out of shape, let me confess I don't
meet all the qualifications and criteria
of a real golf course superintendent,
either. I only own six pairs of blue jeans
and proudly maintain flower beds on
the goif course.

But make no mistake: this golf
course superintendent doesn't wear
earrings!

• Great For Greens, Tees & Fairways
• Small Homogeneous Granulation
• Less Mower Pick-up
• High Methylene Ureas (w.l.N)
• Four Unique Formulations

18-4-1090% Org. 8-4-2430% Org.
18-3-1270% Org. 18-0-1880% Org.
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TOTAL TURF CARE

1-800-233-0628

PESTICIDE BASICS AND SAFETY
Milwaukee, Wisconsin - March 21, 1991

Co-hosted by Wisconsin Golf Course Superintendents Association
and

Golf Course Superintendents Association of America

"Overall, the best pesticide seminar I have taken."
"Well organized; handouts and text will be especially valuable."

"Dr. Bohmont is a knowledgeable speaker and presents a great seminar."

The above are comments from your colleagues who
have participated in Dr. Bert Bohmont's Pestic;de
Basics and Safety (formerly known as Sate Pestic;de
Management). Dr. Bohmont is the coordinator of
pesticide programs at Colorado State University, and
in this seminar he helps turf managers understand the
basics of safe use, application and storage of
pesticides. Regulations and safety practices for
pesticide applicators will be reviewed; FIFRA require-
ments, public relations, right-to-know laws, environmen-
tal considerations, groundwater concerns and the fate
of pesticides will be covered. Your need to stay cur-
rent with laws and regulations that directly affect your
career, your operation and the turf industry in general
will be addressed in this seminar.

The Holiday Inn West is the site of the seminar. Course
materials and lunch are included in the registration fee.
GCSAA will award .7 Continuing Education Unit (CEU)
and a certificate of achievement to participants pass-
ing an exam at the conclusion of the program.

Registrants are responsible for their own lodging. The
Holiday Inn West is offering $55/night rates to seminar
attendees until March 1. Reservation information will
be sent upon your registration in Pesticide Basics and
Satety.

REFUND POLICY: Registration fees will be refunded
only by WRITTEN cancellation received two weeks in
advance of seminar.

REGISTER NOW!
CONTACT: GCSAA Regional Seminars. 1617 St. Andrews Dr.• Lawrence, KS 66047-1707

Telephone registrations by credit card are welcome.
Call 800-472-7878 or 913-841-2240. FAX; 913-841-2407

NOTE: The date is March 21, 1991 and not the date announced by Bruce WorzeJlaat the November business meeting.
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