The Wisconsin Golf Course Survey

By Monrce S. Miller

How Do We Compare?

Here's a new twist to the SURVEY feature: I'm going to
show you how Wisconsin rates and ranks in various golf
course management categories with other states around the
country.

The source of this information is the 1990 “Golf Course
Superintendents Report.”’ It was prepared by the Center
for Golf Course Management (CGCM). CGCM is a subsi-
diary of the Golf Course Superintendents Association of
America.

The organization’s primary function is to collect informa-
tion about buying habits and maintenance practices of golf
course superintendents. The information is especially valu-
able to industry manufacturers and suppliers.

But it is also valuable to all of us in the field. The data
gives us a chance to see how our own operations compare
to the averages in Wisconsin and the 49 other states.

Since labor constitutes over 50% of most golf course
budgets, the pay rates take on particular importance. The
report gives detailed information by course type and posi-
tion for the four general categories of positions most of us
have. The average base hourly wage on a national basis
for those categories of employees are as follows:
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The figures for Wisconsin are tabulated as an average
of all different golf course types:

POSITION HOURLY WAGE

Draw your own conclusions; they seem rather obvious,
however. We pay lower wages than most states, making
golf an especially good bargain in Wisconsin. Personally,
though, | don’t view low wages as something you can brag
about.
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Averages and medians are one thing; sometimes it is bet-
ter to look at highs and lows. The top 5 states by wage at
each position are shown below.
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The five lowest paying states by wage at each position
are:
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The final table of information about golf course staffing
is closely related to a SURVEY question we had in a
previous GRASS ROOTS—the average number of em-
ployees by position and course type for 18 hole golf
courses. Remember—these are national averages:
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There is a lot of other good information contained in the
1990 CGCM report. It is available to members of the
GCSAA free of charge. For others, there is a $15.00 cost.

Either way, it’s a bargain!




