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WHO DECIDES
ON GREEN SPEED?

By Monroe S. Miller

Although somewhat less fervent
than a few years ago, green speed is
still a favorite topic of conversation
among golfers, at green committee
meetings and among golf course su-
perintendents. Green speed (or the
lack of it) has fostered the reputation
of some superintendents ("His greens
are really slick") and caused the down-
fall of some others ("He lost half his
greens last summer - cut them too
close. ")

It's an important subject since half
the game's scoring (ideally) is done on
the putting greens. They usually are
the most important features on a golf
course and, after a round of golf, com-
monly spark the most comments from
players. Speed is one of the important
components of a putting green, prob-
ably the single most important trait. Ar-
guments swirl around the discussions
about what the speed should be.

So, it seemed natural to ask a sim-
ple question of a random group of Wis-
consin golf course superintendents:
"Who determines the speed of the
greens of your golf course - 1) the
players, 2) the green committee/green
committee chairman or 3) you (course
superintendent)?

Bob Erdahl and I put the question to
44 of the golf course superintendents
who attended the Wisconsin Turlgrass
Association Winter Turfgrass Con-

ference in early January. The 'NTA pro-
gram, curiously, included an excellent
lecture by Dr. Don White (University of
Minnesota turfgrass faculty member)
entitled "ULTRA FAST GREENS -
THE PRICE YOU PAY",

Here is how the question "who de-
termines the speed of the greens on
your golf course?" was answered:

1. Players - 0
2. Green Committee1Green Commit-

lee Chairman - 12
3. Golf Course Superintendent - 32

Are you as surprised by the results as
I am? It's worth reporting that many su-
perintendents added that they set
green speed themselves, but in re-
sponse to player wishes, demands,
whining and complaints. Hindsight tells
me to interpret those remarks to mean
we could have worded the question
better or asked only the question with-
out offering any answers.

Regardless of any of that, I think one
can safely conclude that we do have
a lot to say about how fast our greens
are. In turn, it follows we should pay a
lot of attention to Dr. White's advice
given on January 10th on the risks we
run trying to provide ultra fast greens
(stimpmeter reading of 9.0' or more) on
a daily basis.

This is another article for another
day.

FOR SALE
• 2 Hahn Toumament Tri-plex mowers,

$300 each. Verticutt and Slicer at-
tachments available at $175 a set.

• Cushman Greensaver aerttier; $600
or best offer.

• Cushman Iopdreseor attachment,
$350 or best offer.

Contact Gordy at
(414) 757-5752

FOR SALE
• Worthington 5-gang (Rough) Blitzer

mower, extra parts and service man-
ual included, $1,700.

CaJl John at
(414) 255-9359 or (414) 354-6330
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FOR SALE

• Salsco FTA-60-24 pull-type aerifier
with 12 hp. Kohler engine.

• 2 Lesco 500 fairway mowers, in
great condition,

• 300 gallon FMC Sprayer 0035 with
23 hp. Kohler engine with large flo-
tation tires, electric hose reel with
200 ft. Green Guard hose.

• Case OH4B trencher with backhoe;
2.1 liter diesel engine.

• J-20 Ditch Witch trencher with 18 hp.
Wisconsin engine.

• 2" centrifugal pump with 3 hp.
Kohler engine.

• 2 Super Smithco trap rakes.
• 3 Smitheo Easy Rider trap rakes.
• 2 gill rakes.
• Bowie straw blower, in good

condition.
• Finn 3 pt. straw crimper
• Kifeo water reel, model #8100, like

new.
• Kifco water reel, model #8130, like

new.
• John Bean Hctomist.
• 10' Brillion seeder with hydraulic lift,

pull-type.
• Glenco spring tooth.
• Lely turf roterra with seeder, brand

new.
• Taro VT II irrigation controllers, 24

volt, like new.
Contact Mark Davison at
(414) 457-4441, ext. 5429.

To Keep Your Course
In Classic Condition,

UseThese
High.Quality Products
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