
From The Director's Desk

INFORMATION, PLEASE
....

By James M. Latham, Director
Great Lakes Region
USGA Green Section

American golf courses are better
than ever and I can prove it. If not, why
does our office get more inquiries
about sand bunkers and bunker sands
than anything other than new construe-
lion. It seems paradoxical that course
conditions can remain high when
maintenance programs continue to be
hampered by pressure to reduce the
use of pesticides, fertilizers and water.
Evidently, golf course superintendents
have responded to the pressures by
working smarter than ever with the
high quality products which are avail-
able.

The pressures are not going to let
up, though. Pesticide posting laws are
in force in some states now and some
versions will follow in others. There are
other potential legalities regarding pes-
ticides which could hamper our means
of communication with golfers. A re-
cent GAO publication evaluating EPA
performance listed the things that lawn
service operators CANNOT say about
the products they apply to lawns:
• Any statement implying that a pes-

ticide is recommended or endorsed
by any Federal Agency.

• A true statement used in such a way
that is false or may mislead a cus-
tomer.

• Claims about the safety of a pesti-
cide or its ingredients such as 'safe',
'nonpoisonous', 'harmless' or 'non-
toxic' to humans or pets, with or
without phrase "when used as di-
rected. "

• Non-numerical or comparative state-
ments on product safety, such as
'contains all natural ingredients',
'among the least toxic chemicals
known' and 'pollution approved. '

• "Approved by" any federal agency.
• 'Low in Toxicity', 'will not harm ben-

eficial insects', 'no health hazard' or
'ecologically compatible'.

Just remember that EPA considers
no pesticide safe since all of them are
supposed to kill or adversely affect the
growth of something.

To follow these guidelines, how
would you answer Mr. and Mrs. Golfer
when they ask if the stuff being

sprayed by the Man From Mars is safe?
What will they do when you hand them
a label or MSDS and stand mute? Will
this satisfy their Right to Know?

We have some information on this
through the publications by Watschke,
Petrovic and Cohen, but we still do not
have the whole story. For example, we
don't know what becomes of pesticides
after they are applied to turf and run
their course of action. What are the
products of their decomposition in
soils? In sands? Under aerobic or
anaerobic conditions and at what pH?
Several years ago when Milwaukee be-
gan applying a digested sludge 10
farmland a consulting engineer sub-
jected some of the treated soil to deli-
cate testing for nonmetallic com-
pounds. He found none of the toxic or-
ganics he anticipated, but did see the
presence of some "unidentified com-
pounds" which might be harmful. The
bottom line was a recommendation
that application be suspended until fur-
ther tests were conducted to identify
the material and determine its toxicity.
Of course, he would do the testing (at
a tidy fee) for a few years.

Charlatans abound whenever an
emotional issue arises which deals
with unknown, potentially hazardous
materials. These folks are usually bet-
ter speakers and writers than knowl-
edgeable scientists and do not have to
prove anything. When faced with data
from University research, they simply
say thai it is tainted by the influence of
the anti-environmental agrichemical
combine. Period.

To cope with this kind of reaction and
to provide factual information for those
truly interested in environmental is-
sues, the USGA Executive Committee
has charged the Research Committee,
now headed by Dr. Mike Kenna. with
another national-level research pro-
gram. The three-year project will de-
velop information to help us.
• Understand the effect of turfgrass

pest management and fertilization
on water quality and the environ-
ment,

• Evaluate alternative pest control
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measures in Integrated Turf Man-
agement Systems, and

• Determine the human, biological
and environmental factors that golf
courses influence.
The proposed budget for 1991 is al-

most a million dollars, with similar
amounts planned for 1992 and 1993.

The intriguing thing about this proj-
ect is that it seeks the unvarnished
truth. If our present practices are faulty,
golf will have to clean up its act; if not,
we will have full confidence in any
statement we make to Mr. and Mrs.
Golfer or anyone else. In addition to in-
formation gathering, a manual will be
developed by USGA and GCSAA staffs
to provide consistent information on in-
tegrated turfgrass management prac-
tices that ensure environmental qual-
ity, to be updated as field tested re·
search results become available. The
program is not meant to cast doubt on
recent research efforts, but rather to ex-
pand the scope of research and involve
all areas of the country.

In the meantime, how are we to cope
with accumulated grass clippings, tree
trimmings and the like? Will manure
spreaders (for clipping dispersal in
roughs) become standard equipment
on golf courses?

Now that mud holes and swamps
have been upgraded to protected wet-
lands, what shall we call the mosqul-
tos?

We will need more and more Infer-
mation to stay current with questions
already asked and those which are to
come. It comes from research pro-
grams on state, regional and national
levels which must be supported by all
individuals in golf as well as organiza-
tions.

Local-level research is necessary to
help us cope with problems unique to
specific areas as well as those which
can be useful to a general audience.
These programs need and deserve the
support of golf and golf course super-
intendents associations within their
sphere of influence. National level
funding is more difficult since we ex-
pect some sugar daddy to kick in



enough for all of us. Perhaps this is the
time for everyone to become involved
on a more personal basis.

The USGA Associates Program is a
way to support this research as well as
other programs benefitting golf. Mem-
bership is affordable to anyone, begin-
ning al only $25. The Associates are for
everyone in golf, superintendents, ag-
ronomists, sales people and research-
ers as well as golfers. After all, our live-
lihood depends on the viability of golf
as an industry. The alternative is akin
to those good ole days of weed pick-
ers in bib overalls or something equal-
ly depressing.
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Special Merit

HowTo Keep Things
From Turning Ugl}l.

From nutsedge to nightshade, fire ants
to fungi, nobody works harder to protect your

turf and ornamentals than Ciba-Geigy.

For All Your Turf and Ornamentals Needs See...

Oon Spier
Marketing Specialist

10 Devine Way
Sycamore, Illinois 60178

(815) 895·7860 CIBA-GEIGY

the
bruce
companlJoo' WISCONSIN. INC.

LEE BRUCE
GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTtON

(608) 836-7041

2830 W. BELTLlNE HWY. • P.O. BOX 330
MIDDLETON, WI 53562

Mix With The
Professionals

Servicing your sand and senozorqanlcs top-
dressing and construction needs. Highest
quality availableanywhere.Fasl service-next
day delivery.

FIBROUS PEAT
NO STICKS, NO STONES, NO ROOTS

.nd
STERILIZED SPECIFICATION SAND

SAND/PEAT GREENSMIX
SAND/PEAT TOPDRESSING

waupaca MalerialslGreenmbc:
Qivlsions Of Faulks Bros.

ConslruClion, Inc.
(7151235-6566

FAX: 171SJ258-8750
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