The Wisconsin Golf Course Survey

By Monroe S. Miller

Drinking Water on the Golf Course

Rodney and | never have any trou-
ble thinking of a question for the sur-
vey. We try to narrow our choice to a
topic of interest among all of us,
whether it is a problem or merely a
curiosity.

We chose drinking water as a sub-
ject. The choice this time may be a lit-
tle bit selfish because each of us is
mildly aggravated by the time provid-
ing drinking water to golf players is
starting to consume.

Both of us have noticed an increase
in the demand for water. Players are
nearing the demand for water on ev-
ery tee. They want it ice cold. They
want it fresh at least once a day.

Hand pumps and wells, once quite
commonly seen on Wisconsin golf
courses, are losing favor. Soon, the old
Baker ‘‘Monitors’’ will be gone
because:

1) “the water isn’t cold;”

2) "it’s too much work;"" and

3) “the well might be contami-
nated.”

The latter is a concern to superinten-
dents, too. To relieve such fears, wa-
ter testing becomes necessary. It's
getting a little too involved.

What started out with a single cooler
in a somewhat central locale has
mushroomed. For some of us, it is tak-
ing 20 man hours a week to satisfy this
demand. The small 4 oz. cups pro-
vided at each cooler frequently aren’t
large enough; they are bringing 12 oz.
and 16 oz. cups from the clubhouse
with them.

And more than one golf course su-
perintendent has wondered how a 10
gallon Igloo cooler could be empty at
2 p.m. when it was full at 9 a.m. and
yet there are only a dozen cups in the
waste container. Wondered, until he
saw a player on the next tee soaking
a bath towel with water from the cooler.

The complaining from players is ag-
gravating, but not nearly as much as
having to send an employee back to
the golf course on Saturday and Sun-
day afternoons — to fill coolers. That’s
aggravating because there are em-
ployees on the property already —

clubhouse and pro shop employees.
But, for us at least, filling coolers ““isn’t
their job.”” So we send someone in, at
overtime pay and usually for a three
hour minimum, to fill the

coolers.

Familiar to you? Understanding why
we chose this subject?

I'm using the word *‘subject” instead
of ““question” because we asked our
colleagues three questions. Those
questions were:

1. Number of locations where a
player can get a drink of water. DO
NOT COUNT THE CLUBHOUSE; A
SINGLE COOLER SERVING TWO
TEES COUNTS AS ONE LOCATION.

2. What are the sources of the wa-
ter — fountains, bubblers (well),
coolers?

3. Who is responsible for the
coolers?

THE RESULTS

Twenty golf course superintendents
were interviewed. Here's what we
learned.

1. Locations: The average number
of locations was five. The range was
from two locations to seven locations
where water was available. Also, re-
member we did NOT include the club-
house. Many of those interviewed
pointed out that the location of the wa-
ter was strategic so players from two
or more holes were served by that sin-
gle location. For example, the location
of the shelter at Maple Bluff covers ei-
ther the green or tee of eight holes.
The Bluff and Quit-Qui-Oc each re-
ported just two locations. Cherokee re-
ported seven and four courses re-
sponded with six locations.

It would appear that water is avail-
able at either the tee or green of most
golf holes on those courses surveyed.

2. Sources: Coolers are the most
common source of drinking water on
the 20 courses surveyed. Each one av-
eraged three coolers although two golf
courses didn’t have any because they
depended on bubblers or fountains.

Most courses had a mix of sources
and all but four had bubblers and foun-
tains. Carl Grassl at Blue Mound has
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all piped water. Butte Des Morts
doesn’t use coolers, either. Nakoma,
West Bend, Quit Qui Oc and Bull’s Eye
depend exclusively on the Igloo
coolers.

3. Responsibility: On all but three of
the courses in this survey, the golf
course superintendent was responsi-
ble for providing the water. In two
cases, the clubhouse staff were re-
quired to take care of the coolers. The
pro shop handled these duties in the
other instance.

This is the question Rod and | had
hoped for different results. But we con-
clude it makes too much sense having
either the pro shop or clubhouse han-
dle these duties and, therefore, they
don’t. Tom Harrison doesn’t return to
the course on weekend afternoons to
fill coolers with ice or water; he simply
places spare coolers (filled) at that lo-
cation (a double tee with three Igloo
ten-gallon coolers and three spares!)
before leaving in the morning. The
saving in labor (and aggravation)
quickly pays for the spares.

That does make sense.

To Keep Your Course
In Classic Condition,
Use These
High-Quality Products
from NOR-AM

*MITROFORM® SLOW-RELEASE MITROGEN
Releases by slow bacterial action to provide consistent

38% nitrogen
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=TURCAM" W.P. INSECTICIDE
Contrels a wide range of turf and
arnamental pests, especlally white
grubs
*TURCAM® 212G
All the benefits of regular TURCAM®
in convenient granular formulation
*BANOL™ TURF AND ORNAMENTAL
FUNGICIDE
Contrals pythlum and phytephthora
*PROGRASS® HERBICIDE
For the establishment of perennial \
ryegrass turf, or on established peren-
nial ryegrass turf, Kentucky bluegrass \
or creeping bentgrass for control of

Poa annua and broadleal weeds
+*PROXOL" 80SP INSECTICIDE d

Controls white grubs, sod webworms,
cutworms and armyworms in fine turf
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