
WISCONSIN SUPREME COURT HEARS ARGUMENTS IN CASEY SUIT
By Monroe S. Milter

The Wisconsin Supreme Court lis-
tened to arguments over the preemp-
tive nature of state and federal laws on
September 7th. Ralph Mortier, sup-
ported by the Forestry/Rights-of-Wayl
Turf Coalition argued that they are. The
Town of Casey, represented by their
own attorney and the Wisconsin Pub-
lic Intervenor, believes towns - all
towns - have the authority to pass
laws that regulate and limit the use of
pesticides. I spent the morning as an
observer of those proceedings.

The green committee chairman at
our club is a lawyer and he predicted
I would find this trial an interesting ex-
perience. He was right.

I've never watched any trial proceed-
ings before - in person, at least. That
inexperience added to my already
heightened interest in the Casey suit.

The Wisconsin Supreme Court
chambers are in the capitol. It's a richly
appointed room, just like you'd expect
and like it should be. Both sides were
represented by two attorneys. In the
town's case, they (intervenor Tom
Dawson and Linda Monroe) divided the
presentation to the justices. For our
presentation, Paul Kent made the ar-
guments to the court. Rick Lewan-

argument to court members. He was
talking about how the Casey ordinance
was passed to regulate pesticide ap-
plication and not to ban them. "This is
not a banning ordinance," Dawson
said. "You don't need to be a scientist
to evaluate this information. All it takes
to administer this ordinance is good,
solid, common sense ... 1think coun-
ty supervisors have that. "

It's for sure I don't want my profes-
sional work situation based on the
"common sense" of petty politicians.
pc you?

Following the case presentation, I
went across the street for lunch with
our attorneys and other F/RoW/T
board members. We discussed the
case, handled some coalition business
and congratulated Russ, Paul and Rick
for a job well done. All the while I was
thinking how Russ had said from the
very beginning that this case would ul-
timately be decided in the Supreme
Court.

No one is predicting when the Su-
preme Court will announce its deci-
sion. I'll let you know when we hear
something.

dowski remained seated, passing
notes and reminders to help Paul.
Frankly, their plan (our plant) worked
far better.

I was fortunate to sit next to Russ
Weisensel during the arguments to the
justices. Russ could have done the job
representing us. He knows the facts of
the case, the legal principles involved
and case precedents. He's confident
we're right and understands the chaos
that will result if we lose.

Of all that impressed me during the
proceeding itself, I was most im-
pressed by the Supreme Court mem-
bers themselves. They had done their
homework and obviously read the
briefs. They asked quite a few ques-
tions and many were based on issues
central to our case. Even a novice like
myself picked that up quickly. Our at-
torneys had the same' 'cautiously op-
timistic" feeling - "that the court will
follow the major trend in case law and
our argument by finding federal pre-
emption." (Quote - Rick Lewandow-
ski).

There was a humorous remark by
Dawson that I've got to share with you.
And I wasn't the only one grinning
when he came up with this line in his
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CHEMICALS

Distributors for these professional products for turf, aquatics & ornamentals-
• Second Largest Chemical Distribution Company in the U.S.
• Competitive Pricing
• Computer Generated Price Sheets
• EPA Regulatory Assistance
• MSDs Updates
• Fast FREE Delivery within 48 hours 'In Season)
• Product updates- New Product Information
• FULL Line of Turf Products
• Soil & Water Testinq- Harris Labs
• Member of Local and National Golf Course Superintendents Association
• Qualified Turf Specialists
• OUR PRODUCT IS SERVICE

For more tniormauon, contact .•.
Joe Wollner· 2124 Harlem Road· Loves Park, IL 61111 ·800-747-7400·608-838-9732

Doug Snaadt· Route 54 West· Clinton, IL 61727-0514·800-892-4033 (IL) ·309-827-6294
Larry Thornton- 706 E. 2nd Street- P.O. Box 130· Janesville, MN 58048-0130·800-642-2736· 612-934~4647

43


