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How Not to Build a Golf Course
--~---- ,--~ == ----------

By Rob Schultz

~ The University of Wisconsin is pub- Bush knows about picking a vice presi-
llshlnq a book that's 'a must-read for dent. This chapter is a perfect-lead-in
everyone connecteq with ucltcoucses. to the next chapter; c

'clt·osuersntei.~I,ed:"How Not To Build A Golf -the HI Need a Vacation" Theory.
This explains how not to hire a golf

The new book is brought to you by course architect.
the same folks at the UW who wrote Hiring an architect was one of the
best sellers such as "How Not Io Hire first-decisionsthe UW golf course. corn-
'A Football Ocach'vand "How Not To mlttse''nad to make. They listened-to
Hire An Athletic Director." The foreword most C of the country's greatest ar-
to all of them was kindly written by chiteets and studied their bids. Then
JUdge Robert Parlns, who authored Robert Trent Jones, Jr. bounced in and
that great epic, "How Not To Operate offered to fly many of the committee
A Professional Footbafl Team." ,i memeere out to the San Frartcisoo
, The'r~ are seven chapters to 'this area tolock at lus'offtces and scrrie ot
soon-to-be classic on botchinq the eon- his golf courses.
struction of a golf course. Let's jump The .ccmmtttee might not know
right into them. anything about golf courses, but they
-The Murphy's 4tw Theory. This certainly know they shouldn't look .agift

must occur if you-hope to mess. up horse in' the mouth. A few weeks-after
every major endeavor you ever try. In concluding their trip to Califoniia,
theUW's, and Madison's, case, this guess who the committee hired as its
applies perfectly, This is an overview architect?
bhapter to help you, understand.how -the Conditions Are 'tee Perfect
me uw's sy,stem'works., ]\,,,, 1 Thec;ry~ This qhapterexplainshP¥','to
For1 ihstance, the '"UW suggested take'$! golf course: builder's dream

aboutflve years aqo-that it should build summer and fall to get anything .oone.
a new athletic/convocation centec-Tbat It didn't rain from April until .Sep-
was a great idea considering the pre. tember. The UW started constructton
sent structure housing the, basketball last tanano.hopeo to seed this fall. In-
team Was bUilt~before't~ pyramids. steapjthe,UW announced it fell ayea~
ifhe pyramids, bytM'way, are in bet· behind: ,*,\$.: ",

ter shape. _ '4' InCluded in this chapter are fip$' on
But, the UW and:city officials, in th~ir how~to Jet the project fall apart V{hen

infinite, wisdom, k:iUed the idea '.rand the one c9mmittee member who's ,on
~e.~t back tq thElfd~lng boa(ti.-;;1ha~ '"tt\e batt goes pr.la:vaca~ion 10 E,\liQpe"
mear:!~r,(V'lilleta~?Sf[bngtd'b~iJd~r~, if O~fJips inclL!de,'pcWin~eld~ toih:ave
arenaas1it did for tl:feftJW to buildagolf ' weeds", removetl' lwhile construqtloh
pourse (30 years and ,counting) •. and crEl:wsar~ t.old to stay off the sit@:~and
10r Madison to :bu:Hd,a new beltllne findirlg;Qdd jobs around the hOl!s,e'f9r
highway (30 years),:a civic center (30 a ne*,J¥,.hired and bored golfc::gurse
years) and a ,conllgn1:ion~center(five siigerintendent. " 'ffi*,~-
" '.' , " .' ~"", , " ' ' " ',' ' .., .-~
¥ears'·and countlng)w· ,.~TIie ~atch 3 Theory. The fltsl:step,
~ fil •.The Camel· Theory. You must hefore:deciding to build a golf cOl{rse
follow tt'jis theory ft:ydu'want to,get off is 10:determine if Ij'ou have. enOugh
()n t11~wrongfoot. ,Wt)'El:nth~ UV",~inat~ gto,n~ey:,ThischaRte~ explains hoW; the
1Y19~pi,dqedto, 6~lftf129olf G()UlS;S;1 Jt 'JJ~;!1JOO9fiJit jl?~,e~?ugl:l 'T!Pneytttt~'J
Ff~at~9 ::aKcQrr\rqitt!!,~o m-al$" M itlJEt ,:d,¥id¢~;itdtP,\1~t:aITost'l?ne ye'cl-!~~r
,dE!crston~'r(3gardint~jfing ana~hitect; ~on$JtJiC\ion~art~: 4&1* , 0':' JJ1-f,':I~;' c

general,,eonltaetpr;wetc. Supposedty,'#Sincethe UW~decided It ~a!f;way
thi$ Vias, a good Jd¢,lil.'1 " ,iI., short ~ot,funds, members of~the 'UW
~~But they nam~'ett!t,~"wrong people to 0 F'oUn'tft;djqn a~etraveling daily'toj\"cpn.
t~e.;c9"1mittpe~ M~"S;~'th$rry,knd~ .a~~"\ii:.j~rjj~t!f~estore arll!~ with, on;~d~"':
biuc 'a~ou[~g':!!;;e[§til a~ Georg8,ffi'¥ibll!s;,- ~q!O~~~<;kel$ar12,pray ".9'
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one lucky stub will finance the rest of
the prpject. . '. ~ ,'I', ~

~TtieM l,Issollrn;;lt)eory ,I ri,~ef~
project, there's somebody who 'lives
and dies for its completion. This
chapter explains how to allenate thos~
people who eventually turn out to b~
your worst nightmare.. , I
When the UW dec.ided to create a

golf course committee, there were a
couple of local people who deserved,
tobe or it but were .shunned because;
they were a bit obnoxious while Keep·
ing the 'prOject ali\ie:(or more than' 20

, , " " .. " .' ' - CR
years.',""'"
Now those people are finally havind

their say. When the UW ran out of
money, these people said they'll
finance the rest .. ·~;ifJhe UW does it
their way -' '.=. 1;'. ...."'..~,:'
«The Schubert 'Theory. This ex-

plains-how to reeve.everythtnq urffln-
fshed.
Since 1nQthing· seems to ever' get

don¢",at;ttl~, UW,thet~'~afeelln9,~~~
golf 'cqtirs~'s completion date',-)f ever,
- will be sometime 'around the turn' 0 '
the century :it
That's too bad, The, UW was arme ;

with a great piece pfproperty to build!
a golf course an(j:.~eminglyenQUg~
moneyta assure-its~quality. But npw?j
Who knows. "0/<" ~ III
Jones designed too manyfriUsl

(some hOles hav~b?~:smany 8$ !3i)<orJ

,~~lt~le~f~th~,sJ;~\trtCht'~e~V:r\~~1
overall design may;oo foq plfflcLil( for,
the average golfe'rcin;d the end rE!SU~lti
has the UW stillas[ting too many que, '
tions ata time when' the end reSUlt,
~buld be,,"~at., ~~; '" " , ,.,'
, The mainq'uestiQDherE{fswhenwiTI!
the UW do anything' right? ProfeSlSorS!
are leaving in droves'bee,ause theY/rQi
und~n?aid, athl . '" t £in.an~ti,m~
low,:pril!lS':p(1 peing Jl~~r9!
l~r0\'9h!"9~'1'R odlW· ~
Jng"s,lal1ghing
The UW golf,c6u ,is just onE,.!.m

erjlbar-rassing chaptet~But it's als'o
microcosm of everYt-J1.i' that iswrmig
with sc ",,",' ,


