President’s Message

&

HERE COMES
SUMMER

By Roger Bell

As | write this message to you, there
has been no significant rainfall on my
golf course in recent memory. | have
lived in Wisconsin long enough,
though, to know that | may have duck
ponds on my fairways by the time you
read this, however. Weather, like death
and taxes, is inevitable—and just about
as manageable. There is the distinct
possibility that we are facing another
hot dry summer like last year.

There is no doubt that weather can
make a superintendent’s job a real
nightmare. Rain, either too much or too
little, damaging winds, lightning, hu-
midity or ice can wreak havoc with
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even the most proficiently maintained
course. On the other hand, grass does
quite well on its own if all hazards are
excluded—but golf course superinten-
dents wouldn't be needed if golf
courses were situated under labora-
tory-perfect conditions.

Fortunately for us, though, golf
courses are built in the real world
where there are diseases, drought, and
a host of other problems to contend
with. We are given the opportunity to
demonstrate our talents in the cultiva-
tion of fine turf under less than ideal
conditions. With our technical know-
ledge and expertise, we can have our
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courses as oases of green—in spite of
whatever Mother Nature dishes up.
We don't have to be perfect—we just
need to make our courses the best
they can be under the conditions we
have to work with. We do have to keep
our golfers abreast of how we're trying
to accomplish that goal and enlist their
support. And we need to stay informed
about the latest technical and legal de-
velopments that affect turf science.
Here comes Summer—with all its
challenges and opportunities. let’s get
out there and give it our best shot—
and, oh yes—wouldn’t you love to see
about an inch of rain as a good soaker?
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Ideas to grow with’

Distributors for these professional products for turf, aquatics & ornamentals —

Applied Biochemists * Cutrine

Brandt * Turf Mix Micro Package

Brayton * Custom Blend Fertilizers
Clearys * 3336, PMAS

Dupont * Tersan 1991, Tupersan, Manzate
Gordons * Trimec, Betasan

ICI * Gro Safe, Fusilade

Mobay * Oftanol, Bayleton, Dyrene
Noram-Tuco * Nitroform, Banol
Rohm-Haas * Fore, Dithane

Solo * Backpacks, Handheld Sprayers

For more information, contact...

Joe W.Wollner
300 S. Avon St. Box 1089
Rockford, Illinois 51105-1089

Ciba-Geigy * Subdue, Diazinon, Banner

Dow * Turflon, Dursban

Elanco * Balan, Surflan, Rubigan

Hoechst * Acclaim

Sierra * Vorlan, Duosan, Calo-Clor

Monsanto * Roundup

Rhone Poulenc * Chipco 26019, Ronstar, Sevin,
Weedone DPC, Alliette

Fermenta * Daconil, Dacthal

800-747-7400 (Illinois & Wisconsin)
B08-274-9185 (home)



