
Jottings from the Golf Course Journal

I don't remember where I first read
this word - Winterlude - but it has re-
mained with me for years. I like it not
only for its pleasant and relaxed sound,
but also because it probably better
describes than any other word could
this season we are now in. I think all
Golf Course Superintendents not only
like but really need the break winter
gives us. We can, briefly at least, return
to some normality.

How many times in your career, even
lfIt's a career in its juvenile stages,
have you been asked, "What do you
do all winter?" Years past I actually
tried to explain to those inquisitive folks
the work that needed to be done in the
cold months of winter to keep a golf
course running in the warmer months
of spring, summer and autumn. Sel-
dom did I get more than barely started
before they were off in another direc-
tion. Most really don't care. So nowa-
days I tell people, "We play euchre dur-
ing most of the weeks, spend a lot of
time in Florida, and draw unemploy-
ment when we've tired of card games."

If you were to ask Cheryl Miller about
my job in July, she likely will say to you,
"Its a mistake he's never overcome."
But ask her the same question in
winter and she'll probably tell you I've
got the best job in the world. We have
little choice on our golf courses during
the season but to put forth any and all
time required to get the job done.
Usually that means tong days for all
seven days in a week. But when winter
comes, it is oh so nice to work normal
hours and lead a normal life. It's dur-
ing the winterlude that you realize this
business of managing a golf course is
a way of life, one to which you become
accustomed. It is also during winter-
lude that you remind yourself that it is
a good way of life, too.

Wayne Otto put it in perspective
several years ago when he told me,
"They ought to give us all our salary
in June, July, and August-that's when
you really earn it." Wayne is right. I
always heard from Peter Miller, in my
youthful years on a golf course, that
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there were 100 absolutely miserable
days on a golf course, days when you
cannot convince yourself that the job
is enjoyable. Challenging? Maybe. En-
joyable? No way. But Pete always
pointed out that the salvation was the
couple of months in the winter when
you could do the things everyone else
does and maybe a few more besides.

For those of us who are still young(l)
and have children in school, our pro-
fession gives us room to go to school
for conferences, plays, concerts and
any of the many other activities our
children are involved with, even if
those events are during working hours.
I've gone to some and been one 01only
a trandtul of fathers there. Being able
to do this somehow assuages the guilt
we leel from not being with our kids as
much as we should during the other
seasons.

The winter holidays, those that
aren't forgotten, give wonderful oppor-
tunity for celebration. In our house,
planning for Christmas reaches near-
ly absurd proportions. All in our family
love it, and my profession gives us time
to celebrate like we want. Same for
Thanksgiving.

And quite frankly, we have all learn-
ed to really enjoy winter vacations.
Those anxious trips to the southland
fill us with great anticipation. The warm
weather 01 Georgia and Florida is in-
credibly welcome in January, just like
a cool day in July is welcome at that
time. We go nearly every year and
never tire of it. Not everyone has a pro-
fession that allows this kind 01freedom
in the winter. It makes up for not ever
having the luxury 01 leaving our golf
courses during the summer vacation
months.

Winter, in our home, lets us do
almost everything on a schedule again.
Among the things Cheryl and I like
most about our winter schedule is
evening coffee. Now that I'm a "Mr.
Mom" and have serious respon-
sibilities in preparing our dinner, habits
have evolved that I seldom allow to
change in the winter. Cher gets home
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from her job at 6:20. Just before the
dinner hour I build a fire in the
fireplace. After we have eaten, clean-
ed the table and sent the kids to their
rooms to study, she and I love to sit in
front of the fire with a big steaming cup
of freshly brewed coffee. One of my
favorite poems was written by an 18th
century author, William Cowper. In his
immortal poem "The Winter Evening",
he wrote what we feel:
Naw stir the fire,
and close the shutters fast,
Let fall the curtains,
wheel the sofa round,
And, while the bubbling and loud-

hissing urn
Throws up a steamy columns,
and the cups,
That cheer but not inebriate,
wait on each,
So let us welcome peaceful ev'ning in.

I drink coffee whenever I feel like it,
which is frequently during every day.
But it tastes so much better in winter,
by a fire with my sweetheart. Winter-
lude makes it so.

Should I be given a quarter for every
time I've visited my favorite spot in the
last 15 years at Blackhawk Country
Club, I could take a long and ex-
travagent trip around the world. But
seldom do I go there in the winter
months-no need to. This seasonal in-
terlude offers endless other oppor-
tunities for solitude. I believe, as I
believe practically nothing else about
our profession, that one of a Golf
Course Superintendent's greatest
needs is tor occasional solitude. We
need time for contemplation about our
work and our goals. We should take
time to listen, undistracted, to that in-
ner voice that so seldom gets the
chance to be heard, especially during
the months from March through
November. In the wintertime those
times are easier to find.

Our lives for so many days of the
year are dictated by the demands of
the golf courses we manage. That's
okay, understandable, acceptable. But
it also is wearisome. By the end of



November I'm tired of those structured
demands, of the unforgivingness of im-
pulse. I like Christopher Morley's words
from ''John Mistletoe". They could have
been written for us:

If there is any appalling and spiritually
murderous sensation on earth, it is the
knowledge that on a certain date or at
a given time and place you have got to
be somewhere doing some set,
prescribed, definite thing. This winter
we shall keep our horizon perfectfy,
crysta/finely open, ready every day for
the scouring gales of impulse.

We spend our whole working time
trying to change and improve our golf
courses. But no more can be done for
them for awhile. This is a good time to
take pleasure in the changes we have
wrought and to think of what remains
undone. The beauty of this time is that
all future changes and improvements
are still possible as we plan without
burden of reality.

The golf course is lovely and peace-
ful now, seemingly in need of this time
as much as we are. Although the year
turns slowly on its axis, the geese will
soon fly north, the crocuses will bloom
and patches of green will be peeking
through the snow. Use these days in
the best way-Enjoyl

EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
2 - Jacobsen Triplex Greenskings II
1 - Worthington 1959 dump box

tractor
2 - Toro Workmasters 1977 & 1978
1 - Case 19744808 loader-tractor
All equipment is in good running
condition.

For additional information call:
Skip Williams 414-637-9050
Racine Country Club
Racine, Wisconsin 53402
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Butte des Morts
Country Club Hosts
Seminar On Wheels

By Scott Johnson

Madison, the Colleges of Agriculture at
UW-Platteville and UW-River Falls,
UW-Extension, and the Agribusiness
division of the Wisconsin Vocational
Adult and Technical Education System.
This was the first time a stop at a golf
course was included in the tour; how-
ever, because of the interest generated
efforts will be made to include similar
stops in future tours. The goal of
"Seminar on Wheels" is to allow
school counselors to gain a greater ap-
preciation of careers relating to agri-
business and natural resources
through on-site visits to employers. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to take the
knowledge they gain back to their col-
leagues and students. Counselors can
also gain continuing education credits
that may be applied towards the
renewal of their teaching certification.

The sponsors of "Seminar on
Wheels" wish to thank Steve Schmidt
for his fine presentation, the Country
Club staff at Butte des Morts for open-
ing on a normally closed day for lunch,
and Monroe Miller of Blackhawk Ooun-
try Club in Madison for his help in iden-
tifying a convenient location for the
1987 "Seminar on Wheels". We look
forward to working with this association
next year as "Seminar on Wheels"
moves to Southeast Wisconsin.

ROY G. ZEHREN PH: (414) 242·5740

NATURAL ATHLETIC
TURF INC.

GOLF COURSE RENOVATION & NEW CON ST.
Specializing In

Green & Tee Renovation & Rebuilding
USGA & "Purr·Wick" Systems

"NEW METHOD" DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
Also: ASTROTURF CH-4 "DRAG MATS"

BY CONTRACT OR "T & M" BASIS
11040N. Buntrock Ave. Mequon, WI 53092
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