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Even in Phoenix,

WHEN YOU SAY

WIS ¢ CON e SIN

By Michael Semler

The Golf Course Superintendents As-
sociation of America’s 1987 Conference
was held in Phoenix during the week
of January 26th through February 3rd
and if it hadn’t been for the warm wea-
ther, you could have been mistaken and
thought you were back in Wisconsin.
Members of the Wisconsin golf course
industry were present in such large
numbers and with such force and visi-
bility that making such a mistake was
easy. The WGCSA long ago decided
that greater involvement and higher vis-
ibility on the national level was essen-
tial to our continued success and that
we needed to provide some leadership
at the national level. The Phoenix con-
ference, once again, proved that we
have reached that goal and are main-
taining it.

The Conference started in grand style
on Thursday evening with the opening
session. Three Wisconsinites - former
Green Bay Packer quarterback and
coach Bart Starr, retired University of
Wisconsin-Madison Soil Science Pro-
fessor Jim Love and UW-Madison stu-
dent Michael Lee were present front
and center on the stage of the Phoenix
Symphony Hall. They were prominent
among the honored guests.

The highest honor the GCSAA can
give to anyone is their Distinguished
Service Award. The list of previous
honorees is impressive. The name of
Dr. James R. Love will now rightfully join
that select group. No one, in my mind,
could be more deserving than Dr. Love.
His - dedicated involvement with stu-
dents has been an example and inspira-
tion for all of us and sets a standard for
the industry. In his acceptance speech,
Dr. Love expounded on how solid the

YOU'VE SAID IT ALL

A dream come true. . .the Editor meets one
of his heroes, Keynote speaker Bart Starr.

Mike Lee accepts his GCSAA scholarship from
Director Jerry Faubel at the Opening Session.
Professor Love watches with great pride.

program in Wisconsin at the UW-Mad-
ison is and gave the audience a few in-
sights into the reasons the UW program
is as strong as it is. His receipt of this
award set the stage for the rest of the
week in the visibility of Wisconsin’s
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leadership in the golf turf world.
Another Wisconsinite, Mike Lee, re-
ceived a scholarship from the GCSAA.
The scholarship is based on several
criteria, including excellence in studies,
dedication and interest in the golf turf
industry, and personal accomplishment.
Mike, a senior in the Soil Science
Department’s Turf and Grounds Man-
agement program, joined six other
students from around the country that
were so honored. For the second year
in a row, a “W"” man has received a
scholarship under the new approach
given this program by director Jerry
Faubel. There is now broader recogni-
tion of the undergraduate education
program at Wisconsin and all of the fine
graduates that have come from there
over the years. Make no mistake, there

Continued on page 30.
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