An Architect’s Opinion

THE NOER CENTER—
WE NEED IT TOO!

By Jim Rodgers

Lohmann Golf Designs

The profession of golf course archi-
tecture requires one to be very
knowledgeable and well-informed in
many areas. Knowledge is needed in
landscape architecture, site planning,
surveying, engineering of all forms,
construction methods, design prin-
ciples, irrigation, electricity, soils,
agronomy, and maintenance practices.
With this kind of extensive background
necessary, it becomes impossible to be
an expert in every area. For this rea-
son, we often consult experts in speci-
fic fields. One of these fields is in the
area of turfgrass research, encom-
passing soils, soil mixes, turf, and
maintenance. The development of a
turfgrass research center in Madison
would be a great resource to golf
course designers in the area.

Putting greens are the most impor-
tant single feature on a golf course and
are therefore the most closely scrutin-

ized portion of golf course construc-
tion. If the green is to remain playable
and easily maintainable, it is imperative
that it be constructed with the most up-
to-date information available. Develop-
ments such as the perched water table
effect have had positive and lasting ef-
fects on the surface we putt on. It is not
enough to have a sand, peat, and grav-
el that appear to be a good base for a
green. We need to have these mate-
rials tested to insure they are good and
that we use them in the right combina-
tion. Even with this high level of
analysis, problems such as black layer
may arise. Therefore, we must not just
stay with one standard of construction,
but rather continue to pursue develop-
ing newer and better materials. In ad-
dition to putting green mixes, a turf-
grass research center aids the design-
er in analysis of soils and bunker
sands. The more thoroughly we study

the different materials we use on our
golf courses, the greater the long run
benefits will be.

Another advantage of turfgrass re-
search comes in the areas of playabili-
ty and maintainability. By developing
stronger and more resistant cultivars,
we will have golf courses that are
greener longer, more uniform, and
more aesthetically pleasing which are
therefore more enjoyable to play on.
Also, if we continue to improve main-
tenance practices, our golf courses will
continue to look better. Recent trends,
such as lightweight mowing, contour
mowing, and clipping removal have
greatly improved the quality of our golf
courses. Not only will our courses look
better, they will be maintained more
economically.

As strides continue to be made in
turfgrass research, the lawn mainte-
nance industry and homeowner reap
benefits in addition to golf courses.
More can be done better for less
money.

In summary, the development of a
turfgrass research facility will be of
great benefit. Golf courses, office com-
plex grounds, and home lawns will con-
tinue to look better for less money. And
when that happens, everyone comes
out a winner.
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BRAYTON

CHEMICALS, INC.

< SERVING YOUR TURF NEEDS WITH
PRODUCTS FROM:

Applied Biochemists * Cutrine
Brayton * Custom Blend Fertilizers
Clearys * 3336, PMAS

Dupont * Tersan 1991, Tupersan
Gordons * Trimec, Betasan

ICI * Gro Safe, Fusilade

Mobay * Oftanol, Bayleton
Noram-Tuco * Nitroform, Acti-Dione
Rohm-Haas * Fore, Dithane

Solo * Backpacks, Handheld Sprayers

Brandt * Turf Mix Micro Package
Ciba-Geigy * Subdue, Diazinon

Dow * Turflon D, Dursban

Elanco * Balan, Surflan

Hoechst * Acclaim

Mallinckrodt * Vorlan, Duosan

Monsanto * Roundup

Rhone Poulenc * Chipco 26019, Ronstar
SDS Biotech * Daconil, Dacthal

Union Carbide * Sevin, Weedone DPC



