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The Other Plants

Chrysanthemum

Culture on the Golf

Course
By Dr. Lois Berg

The chrysanthemum is truly the
‘Queen of Autumn.’ If cultivars and
planting locations are carefully
selected, mums can be permanent
additions to the landscape, requiring
less work than most other herbaceous
plants. This flower deserves considera-
tion on the golf course, where it can
provide an interesting and beautiful
variety of color, size and shape from
August to hard frost.

The genus Chrysanthemum in-
cludes several familiar plants:
Costmary, an herb; Pyrethrum and
Painted Daisy, both sources of
pyrethrum insecticide; and Marguerite,
Oxeye Daisy, Nippon Daisy, Feverfew
and Shasta Daisy, all used as
ornamentals. But by far, the most im-
portant member of the genus is
Chrysanthemum x morifolium, the
Chrysanthemum. This hybrid,
probably originating in China, is used
as a greenhouse potted plant, as a
commercial cut flower and as a much-
loved hardy perennial. A more recent
use is as an annual bedding
plant. . .but more on that later.

The chrysanthemums we plant out-
doors are called “garden mums,” a
term that refers to those mum cultivars
which will naturally flower in most of
the country early enough in the fall to
be showy before the first heavy frost.
On the other hand, most greenhouse
mum cultivars flower naturally in late
October or November, and would be
nipped by frost if grown outside. Many
garden mums are winter hardy, and
while this may vary greatly from one
location to another and from one

season to another, there are many ex-
cellent cultivars for the upper Midwest.

Variety of color, size, habit and
bloom season

Chrysanthemum flowers vary
tremendously in color, type and size.
Most garden mums have small
flowers, 3 to 2" in diameter. A few
cultivars bear flowers up to 5’ across,
but these generally are not as durable
outdoors. Flower types range from tiny
‘buttons’ to huge, shaggy pompons.
Singles have daisylike flowers;
anemones are much like singles but
have a rounded center of deeper col-
ored petals; pompons are nearly
globular flowers with short, closely
packed petals; decoratives have close
regular petals curving inward toward
the center or outward toward the edge
of the flower; spoons’ petals have
spoon-shaped tips; spiders have long,
tubular petals with hooked ends; and
quills have straight, long, tubular
petals. In general, most singles and
anemones are hardy, and some pom-
pons, decoratives and spoons are
hardy. Few spiders and quills are har-
dy in the upper Midwest.

Not all mums have the same growth
habit. Some are classified as ‘cushion
mums,” meaning that they form a
rounded mound when grown in an un-
crowded, full-sun location. A second
type of habit is ‘upright,” meaning that
the plans display a stiff vertical
character.

Colors include white, yellows, pinks,
lavenders, bronze, oranges and reds.
There are also bicolors, with petals of
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one color on top and another color
underneath. Newer introductions are
more resistant to fading.
Chrysanthemums’ flowering season
is determined by daylength. In the long
days of summer, mums produce stems
and leaves. During the short days of
autumn, they initiate and develop
flower buds. Mums are classified ac-
cording to the number of weeks re-
quired for flower development.
Because late-season varieties which
require many weeks for flower
development will not bloom before
hard frost, it is important to select
only early- or mid-season mums.

History of the mum

The chrysanthemum has a long
history as an ornamental. It was
cultivated in China over 2000 years
ago. The Japanese subsequently
adopted the flower, contributing much
to its culture, hybridization and im-
provement. It was introduced to the
U.S. around 1820, primarily as a
garden plant. By 1880 its value as a
greenhouse crop was fully realized,
and many new varieties were
developed every year. Today, the mum
is grown by a greater number of florists
than any other commercial crop, and
is among the top three commercially
grown flower crops.

Over the years, more than 3000
cultivars of garden mums have been
available in the U.S. Plant breeders
have responded to the public’'s de-
mand for shorter, sturdier, more com-
pact plans, and have developed ex-
cellent cultivars that are self-branching
and free-flowering, with longer lasting
flowers in a wider range of color and
form. The season of bloom has been
extended, and winter hardiness has
been much improved.

Choosing the right mum

Study your landscape needs first,
and learn which types and cultivars are
best suited for your conditions. A good



