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THE SUPER!NTENDENT S LIBRARY The Top Shelf

here 18 nothmg S0 1mportant as the book

Maxwell Perkms

By Mike Semler

Editor's Note: The credibility of any author who is writing on a par-
ticular subject springs from his interest and expertise on that sub-
.ject. Couple those things with the proper kind of research and
review and you will have a written piece like each of those Mike
.Semler is presenting  in the next three jssues of THE
'GRASSROOTS. His interest in the written word is one | observed
in the time Mike was on my staff, and it has continued in subse-
‘quent years. Bookstores and libraries are among his favorite
 places, and his own personal turf ﬁb‘rary?sf[écts. his view and
gives credence to his three-part series. Additionally, he has
.sought the advice and suggestions of professors at the
: W—-—Maoﬁson involvedin pi&nt a‘nd sqﬂsc;sncas, as well as input

from many of his colleagues.
Mike and | have played the book-choice game over the years. |
 knew he was the right person for this task from the answer he
gave to my question, “If you were stranded on a desert island in
the middle of the ocean and could have on.'y one book, which one
would you choase'?”Semfersreply was, ""A book entitled — HOW

: TO BUILD A RAFT, naturally!”
Enjoy these definitive reviews and recommendations. “There's
something special about people who are interested in the printed
_Wword,” Nathan Pine once said. “They are a species all their own
— learned, kind, knowledgeable and human.” Who could
disagree?

The amount of information pertaining to golf
course management that a Superintendent must

have at his disposal at any given moment can be in-
surmountable. Since we must have an under-
standing of many different areas dealing with
turfgrass management, we could be lost without
some sort of help. One of the best means of having
.information at the Superintendent’s fingertips is
through his reference library. The need for one is
undebatable'

Many of you probably have a library already, or
-have one started in some type of fashion, or maybe
_not! What | would like to do in the next three articles
_is give some ideas on what books | feel are worthy of
our libraries. In this article | will give the books | feel
-every one of us should have. This priority, or top
_shelf, will have some of the best, in-depth texts
which | consider invaluable to us as reference
;mater:als The second article will deal with some
worthy additions to the top shelf, if they can be af-
forded or are desired. The third will give some
-:welcome additions, but on a lighter note.

Obviously, this list could never include all possi-
ble selections, nor could it be tetally encompassing.
_Owning and purchasmg abooki is quite personal and
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will depend on what you like and what mformatton:
you are looking for. Everybody has their favorites,

and you have my apologies if your favorite isn't on
the list. However, if you are in the market for a book

to start your library or are looking for another good
reference source, maybe we can get you started on
your search with these ideas. :

One of the first and most tmportant books to be in-
cluded in our library would be a text on sons One of. |
the better ones in print today is: .

An Introduction to Soils and Plant Growth

Authors: Donahue, Miller and Shickluna

5th edition, 1983. Cost — $35.00 e
An excellent general text encompassing all uf the.
important aspects of soil science, including; mor-
phology, classification, fertility, weathering,
management and more. A must-have book for all of
us since our job requires that. we deai wath and
properly manage the soil. :

Dr. James Beard has been writmg books on turf
management for many years. His newest one; e

Turf Management for Golf Courses '

Author: Dr. James B. Beard '

1982. Cost — $45.00 ; s
is as complete a book as you wrll flnd on Goif
Course Management. It covers all topics |nc1ud1ng
design principles, disease identification and con-
trol, herbicides, insecticides, seeding guides,
turfgrass species identification, nutrients. and defi-.
ciency symptoms. . .the list goes on and on. Another
must because of it’s intent to cover all aspects of
golf course management, somethmg not found in.
many texts because of the spemahzed nature of our
job. :

Another good turf management book

Turfgrass: Science and Cuirure .

_Author: Dr. James B. Beard

1972. Cost — $31.00 = - L e
is designed as a guide in the proper selectlon and
cultural practices of turfgrass for specific uses. It
emphasizes principles and methods of operation in
turfgrass cultures. It is worthy of the top shelf
because of its intent to cover all turf management'--
practices, including golf turf.
 In general, disease and insects can make or break ;
a season. Control must begin wnth |den1|frcat|on=
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because without proper'-?|dent|fica’non,
measures can be expensive andlor meffecti
: Therefore a necessity for any library is;
The Compendium for Turfgrass Dfseases
By the American Phyropaiho!ogrcaf Soc;ery
. Author: chnard Smﬁey .

; ‘wmch gives u

_ HO0gY, .

_ing characteristics and snme good pictures. It aiao_ n
includes cultural and chemical control measures

and enwronmental factorsinfluencmg the dtseases_ L

cont"rér:.'._ o4

»Aibng thh proper d1sease |dent|ficatton is prcpsr‘;_” :
> insect ldentifrcatlon The causal organism must be

f?esrrucfwe fnsects of TUrF
Author Dr. Harry N:efmczyk

pe --resi.llt'i”ﬁg 'damage and idenilfyi

'tirm g"schedu?es for chemical applicatmn

 The \Galrdeners: Bug Book- “y
- Author: Cyntma Wesrcotr
- 1973. Cost — $20.00

"fA funny name, but a. goad host index WhlGh hsts the: o

"ok wruch covers aimq{gt'i

ontrol me?su:gs can. be __mstituted_'; o

wh make up the bulk of the material. T

- g
_characteristics. Also included are the life cycles andﬁ !

_ practices directly affect t

Arbgrfcu!fure‘ The Care of Trees Shrubs and

and more. This :is the hcw-to' book in rborlcultu i
for the do-ltyourself Superintendsnt il

unhealthy plants Disease, : :
vironmental, diagnostic and remedy mformat:on.
topics are far
---mclude ornamentals turf, flowers -

_ manage golf courses, ;J_ \ managem'
- its qual

costs about one dollar

host and the known insect pests which attack them. ;

This index makes the book a worthwhile addition.

Some good pictures and control measures. It is
_generally a weak turf insect book, but is very strong
“in other areas, mciudmg trees, shrubs ﬂowers, fruat, ot

and vegetables.

In addition to managmg t,urfgrass, we are becom‘
ing more aware of proper management of our trees
and shrubs. They are an integral part of the game

itself-and proper selection and care |s essential A_' :

comprehensive book:
The Manual of Woody Landscape Pfants
Author; Michael Dirr
- 1983. Cost — $25.00

-ccwers extensive Identlfymg characteristlcs, prOper _
site location ‘and cultural management, growth

hab&_t diseases and lnsects, propagation, cultivars
and much more. It has a limited number of useful
pictures. However, if you want to get information on

-a particular species.of woody ornamental chances

are this book has it! =
Many of us cannot afford to have an arbor:st on
our staff and therefore we must be able to logically

care for plant materlais ourself To help in thlS care _

.the book
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~ with. The ability to spell and communicate correctly,
. and use proper ! words is essen‘lial to anyone and"w
‘are no exception to that rule.

;.‘i: {

. Another necessary addmon one hich I thmk is
unquesttonable in_its merits and priceless 1o
anyone, isa dlctlonary It doesn’t matter about cost
or size, but rather something you are comfortable

One of the last items to be mcluded on the top -
shelf of our library is a subscription to our National
‘magazine, Golf Course Management, At a cost of 30
dollars per year, it is invaluable for fmdmg out what
is going on in the industry and keeping in touch with
our peers. Also included in this would be subscrip-
tions to: Weeds, Trees and Turf, and G andg
Maintenance. They are supplied upon request and
free of charge. Once again, keeping up with the in- :
dustry is essential and this is just one more way.

The amount of printed material available to us
concerning golf course management is formidable.
To try and review all of it without the possibility of
overiooking ‘some good books would be impossible.
However, in these articles | hope to enirghten you to
some excellent possible additions to your library.

Author's Note: My thanks to: Randy Smith, Dr. James Love, Dr.
Phil Pellitteri, Dr. Dan Mahr, Dr. Ed Hasselkus, Dr. Gayle Worf, Dr..
; Robert Newman ,and Monroe M;Her for mefr fee!p and saggest!ons

13



