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years. He is a registered Landscape
Architect and a member of the American
Society of Golf Course Archirects and the
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An Architect's Opinion

CONTOUR
MOWING FOR

PLAYABILITY -
AND IT'S WORTH

IT
by Bob Lohmann

Modern equipment utilization,
unmaintained out-of-play areas,
overgrooming is overspending, the
natural look, native areas; these
are all phrases of the 80s that
everyone is saying and hearing.
But let's not forget the elementary
rules that a golf course must obey
as stated by Bobby Jones over 45
years ago: "The first purpose of
any golf course should be to give
pleasure, and that to the greatest
number of players ... because it
will offer problems a person may
attempt according to their ability.
It will never become hopeless for
the duffer nor fail to concern and
interest the expert."

The typical club membership in-
cludes players of a wide range of
abilities. It must serve men,
women, seniors, juniors, begin-
ners, duffers, bogey and scratch.
For this reason, playability of a
golf course is very important and
should be reviewed constantly by
the superintendent, professional,
and greens"ccrnmlttee. Playability
can be created or improved by the
inexpensive practice of
establishing new mowing pat-
terns, not by rebuilding the entire
golf course, as many people
believe. Playability is the combina-
tion of flexibility, fairness, diffi-
culty, distinction, accuracy,
finesse, challenge and shot value.

Most American country club
members will not accept a com-
pletely natural golf course on a
daily basis. But on the other hand,

the golfer has become educated to
the point where he realizes that the
wide, long, straight-lined fairways
present on many golf courses to-
day are out of date, unimaginative,
and overly expensive to maintain.
Most golfers are willing to accept
the target golf concept as long as
it is not a do-or-diesituation, and it
adds to the strategic playing in-
terest and eye appeal of the golf
course.

Many golf course fairways are
overmaintained, not in quality, but
in quantity. In some cases, if the
latter were decreased, the savings
could be applied toward the former
in either increased or alternative
maintenance procedures such as
lightweight mowing or chemical
applications.

The fairway is more than an
open area that receives your golf
shots. It is the target area design-
ed to specific widths and depths in
order to serve golfers of various
abilities. The rough adjacent to the
fairways should be maintained so
the golfer can find his ball, yet not
necessarily have an ideal lie.

Reducing the amounts of highly

manicured fairway also reduces
the water, chemicals, fertilizers,
and manpower and equipment
hours needed, saving hundreds of
dollars per acre. Along with the
maintenance savings, the golf
course can stress strategic design
principies and aesthetics by
establishing specific target areas
based on the various tee
placements, terrain of the land,
and the golfers' shot-making
abilities.

Beginning in spring, when the
grass is beginning to grow, the
new fairway outlines should be
established to conform to the ter-
rain of the land and any existing or
proposed tree plantings or
hazards.Depending on the circum-
stances, this procedure might
have to be completed in the fall. In
either case, the golf course must
be allowed to mature into its new
look as the season progresses.
The target areas can start as far as
150yards from the middle tees and
decrease in width and depth as
they advance to the landing areas
of the scratch golfer. The average
width of the fairway can vary from
30 to 50 yards based on the skill of
the golfer hitting to each specific
area.

When a club decides to revise its
mowing patterns, it needs to in-
form and educate Its members and
introduce the changes slowly. The
golfers' scores will no doubt go up,
but the golf course will become
more delightful for all classes of
golfers as it is studied and played.
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