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WGCSA
MEMBERS SERVE

ON SELECT
COMMITTEE TO

STUDY.UW
GOLF COURSE

Seven members of the Wiscon-
sin Golf Course Superintendents
Association were appointed by Dr.
Irving Shain, Chancellor of the
University of Wisconsin
Madison, to serve on a Select Com-
mittee to study the feasibility of
building a University of Wisconsin
golf course west of Madison.
Roger Bell of North Shore Golf
Club, Tom Harrison of Maple Bluff
Country Club, Rod -Johnson of
Sheboygan Country Club, Jerry
Kershasky of Westmoor Country
Club, Bob Musbach of North Hills
Country Club, Pat Norton of the
South Hills Club and Bill Roberts
of SentryWorld accepted the
charge from Dr. Shain in late
February. They completed their
work and presented it to the
Chancellor on May 7.

The interest In a University of
Wisconsin golf course goes back
to the 1950s and the 1960s. Alumni,
faculty and students encouraged
the UW Foundation to assist the
University in providing a golf
course for the University communi-
ty. In 1966, a faculty planning com-
mittee was appointed to provide
guidance to the Foundation. After
careful consideration, a site was
chosen and purchased in 1971. It
was a 585 acre tract of land
between Madison and Verona, and
is the same property that was the

focus of the Select Committee. It
is a rolling landscape that offers a
lot of variety in elevation and a
pleasant combination of wooded
and open areas. It has great poten-
tial for a golf course.

The University of Wisconsin
Foundation selected the golf
course design firm of Killian and
Nugent in 1972 to develop plans
for a golf course and recreational
facility at the Verona site. At this
time, it was anticipated that the
golf course would open for play in
the spring of 1974. Financing of
the project was to be covered by
two substantial bequests to the
UW - one from Harry Culver of
Chicago and one from Carl Dietz of
Milwaukee. Both were former "W"
men and avid golfers, and each
had expressed a desire that their
gifts be used for a UW golf course.

Preilminary studies led to the
conclusion that residential
development would be necessary
if the project was to be financially
feasible. Final plans, which in-
cluded a housing layout on the
property, were not completed until
March of 1974. As soon as the in-
elusion of housing became known
to the public, objections started to
surface. Numerous special in-
terest groups, envtronmentansts,
concerned citizens and the Dane
County Regional Planning Com-
mission expressed concern about
the golf course project. The prin-
cipal objection centered around
the issue of acceptability of the
residential development and its
potential impact on the sur-
rounding environment, as well as
its impact on local governmental
bodies. The opposition was so
strong that the University and the
Foundation decided not to pro-
ceed.

There was very little said or writ-
ten during tile years following
1974. In 1982, several UW alumni
made arrangements with the Fazio
Golf Course Designers, Inc. of
Jupiter, Florida to study the site
and address tile current feasibility
of building a golf course on the
property. Fazio submitted a golf
course design plan for considera-
tion, and his cost estimates con-
cluded that a golf course could be
built with the funds held in trust
since 1974.

The introduction of the Fazio
plan precipitated a cost corn-
parison between that plan and an
update of the Killian and Nugent
design. The comparison was done
by a panel of UW officials. This
study led to the conclusion that

(Continued on page 5)

Table of Contents

A Players's Perspective. . . . .... 3
by Dr. David Cookson

Confessions of a Wife 6
by Mrs. Roger Bell

Flowers 10
by Dr. Helen C. Harrison

Partners in Business _ 12
by Gerry Sweda

Ryegrass 14
by Mark Klenert

Seltlng up the Course 18
by Eugene R. Haas

Snow mold: Gray 19
by Dr. Gayle Worf

Contour Mowing. . 23
by Bob Lohmann

Oftanollnsectlclde 29
by Daniel L. Mahr

Bacterial Wilt. . . .. . . .... 30
by Dr. David l. Roberts and

Dr. Joseph M. Vargas, Jr.



(Continued from page 1)

there was still a substantial
shortage of money to construct
and operate a golf course. The con-
elusion of the UW study brought
forth the issue of concern that ad-
ditional fund raising efforts to
make up any shortfalls in golf
course construction monies could
divert funds that otherwise might
be available to support academic
programs. In a period of difficult
financial problems within the
University, this became a signifi-
cant consideration. The concern
was amplified even more by the
fact that any golf course construc-
tion proposal would require ap-
proval of the State Building Com-
mission and the Wisconsin
Legislature.

The negative tone of the UW
study led to the release of another
independent report, authored by
Robert Graves, manager of the
Spring Green recreational complex
that includes a golf course, and
Donald Schink, a land use and
recreation expert in University Ex-
tension. Their report, presented to
the UW Foundation on December 6
of 1983, concluded that the golf
course was financially feasible.
However, this report dealt with tile
Fazio plan, a plan that has ab-
solutely no "official" standing
with the University or the Founda-
tion. It made any cost comparisons
between "unofficial" groups and
the University staff tenuous at
best.

The "apples and oranges" situa-
tion presumably led to Dr. Shain's
decision to solicit the help of in-
dependent experts to study the
Fazio plan. Determining the back-
ground of an expert group was
wisely handled by the Chancellor's
office: who would be better than in-
dividuals whose chosen profes-
sion was the management of golf
courses? Seven Golf Course
Superintendents from Wisconsin
were selected and asked to com-
plete a review of the Fazio plan. Dr.
Harry Peterson, UW-Madison
Assistant Chancellor, said, "The
committee members are hIghly
respected individuals from the
state of Wisconsin who actually
operate golf courses. They will
analyze the possibility of building
a University of Wisconsin golf
course and make recommenda-
tions to us concerning how rnucf it

would cost to construct and
operate and how much revenue we
can expect to obtain." Peterson
also felt that it would be very
helpful to obtain an additional set
of estimates, especially from peo-
ple who are in the field.

A review of the report submitted
by the Select Committee
demonstrates the serious, sincere,
objective and professional
approach they took when they
assumed the responsibility. It is an
extremely thorough, very accurate
and well written report. The com-
mittee concludes that, in fact,
there is not sufficient money
available at this time to build a
quality golf course, a requirement
all parties involved over the years
have agreed upon.

The members of this committee
are to be highly commended for
the job they've done. They deserve
praise for accepting the responsi-
bility of any good citizen to help
when a request is made by a public
organization. They are to be ad-
mired for maintaining complete
and total objectiVity throughout
the two months it took to study
and analyze the various proposals
and to prepare the report. And,
most of all, they have earned a
compliment from all of us for
presenting the University with a
truly professional document. We
should all be proud of them.
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JOB
OPENINGS

Golf Course Superintendent
Gogebic Country Club
Ironwood, Michigan
Start immediately, 6 Month posi-
tion.
Contact Paul Domke

100 Oak Street
Hurley, Wisconsin 54534
(715)561-3773

Golf Course Superintendent
The Telemark Lodge
Gable, Wisconsin
Start Immediately, Year-round
position.
Contact Tony Wise

CtO The Telemark Lodge
Cable, Wisconsin 54821
(715) 798-3811
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Mr. Monroe S. Miller
President
Blackhawk Country Club
P.O. Box 5129
Madison, WI 53705

Mr. Danny H. Quast, CGGS
Vice President
Milwaukee Country Club
800 N. Range Line Road
Milwaukee, WI 53209

Mr. William R. Roberts
Secretary
SentryWorld Sports Center
2200 North Point Drive
Stevens Point, WI 54481

Mr. Donald Ferger
Treasurer
Country Club of Beloit
2327 Riverside Drive
P.O. Box 538
Beloit, WI 53511

Directors

Mr. Dale E. Marach
Clintonville Riverside Golf

Club
Box 188
Clintonville, WI 54929

Mr. Roger Bell
North Shore Golf Club
Box 337
Menasha, WI 54952

Mr. Bruce Worzella
West Bend Country Club
5858 Highway Z
West Bend, WI 53095

Mr. Mark Keinert
North Hills Country Club
N73 W 13430 Appleton Ave.
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

Mr. James Belfield
Tripoli Country Club
6401 N. 43rd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53209




